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will happen. As | said earlier, we can
embrace that change and welcome it,
or we can resist it, but there is nothing
on God’s Earth that we can do to stop
it.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. STUDDS. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Chairman, I thank my friend for yield-
ing to me.

We are in a great debate. | would
hope that people reading the
CONRESSIONAL RECORD, watching this
debate, would compare the tone, the
sensitivity, and the reaching out of my
friend’s words, and then read the ear-
lier words of the gentleman from Okla-
homa, the words which were denuncia-
tory and denigratory of the gentleman
from Massachusetts and myself, and |
would hope that the people would com-
pare the spirit of the approach, com-
pare the attitude toward others, com-
pare the way in which things are de-
bated.

I would say, as someone who has been
included in this denunciatory rhetoric,
that | would be very satisfied to have
people informing their judgment listen
to the words uttered by the gentleman
from Oklahoma, and listen to the
words of my friend, the gentleman
from Massachusetts. | think we are
helping people form a basis.

This notion that a loving relation-
ship between two people of the same
sex threatens relationships between
two people of the opposite sex, that is
what denigrates heterosexual mar-
riage. The argument that we have deni-
grated marriage or the institution of
marriage or any other formulation
says that two people loving each other
somehow threatens heterosexual mar-
riage. That is what denigrates hetero-
sexual marriage. 1 thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, to close for our side, |
yield my remaining time to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
STUuDDS], my friend and colleague.

(Mr. STUDDS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUDDS. Mr. Chairman, some-
body may wonder why | or my col-
league from Massachusetts [Mr.
FRANK] have not taken greater per-
sonal umbrage at some of the remarks
here. 1 was thinking a moment ago
that there might even be grounds to re-
quest that someone’s words be taken
down because my relationship, that of
the gentleman from Massachusetts
and, | suspect, others in the House, was
referred to, among other things, | be-
lieve, as perverse. Surely if we had used
those terms in talking about anyone
else around here, we would have been
sat down in one heck of a hurry.

I am not taking this personally, be-
cause | happen to be able, | hope, to
put this in some context. | would ask
those, anyone listening to this debate
this hour of the morning, to listen
carefully to the quality and the tone of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the words over here and the quality of
the tone of the words over here. |
would also ask people to wonder how in
God’s name could a question like this
be divided along partisan lines. There
is nothing inherently partisan that |
know of about sexual orientation. | do
not believe that there is some kind of
a misdivision of this question between
the aisles, and yet there is a strange
imbalance here in the debate and the
tone and quality of the debate.

I want to salute some of the folks
who have spoken over here, the distin-
guished gentleman from Georgia. We
have talked about this before. |
marched, although he did not know it
at the time, with him in 1963 in the
city with Dr. King. | was about as far
from Dr. King as I am from the gen-
tleman from Georgia when he delivered
that extraordinary speech.

Two years later | marched, although
the gentleman did not know it, behind
him from Selma to Montgomery. A few
years after that, when it was the first
march for gay and lesbian rights in
Washington in 1979, | was a Member of
Congress too damn frightened to march
for my own civil rights. Actually, 1
changed my jogging path so that I
could come within view of the march. |
thought that was very brave of me at
the time.

But what | know is, because | had
heard people like the gentleman from
Georgia and because | am of the gen-
eration, and there were many, who
were inspired by Dr. King is that this
is, as someone has said, the last unfin-
ished chapter in the history of civil
rights in this country, and I know how
it is going to come out. | do not know
if | am going to live to see the ending,
but I know what the ending is going to
be. There is, as the gentleman said be-
fore me change, there has always been
change.

As | observed earlier, the men who
wrote the Constitution, to which we all
swear our oath here, many of them
owned slaves. Slavery was referred to
specifically in the Constitution. People
of color were property when this coun-
try was founded.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, |
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 31 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at 10
a.m.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

4137. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, transmitting
the Service’s final rule—Raisins Produced
From Grapes Grown in California; Final Free
and Reserve Percentages for the 1995-96 Crop

July 16, 1996

Year for Natural (sun-dried) Seedless, Zante
Currant, and Other Seedless Raisins [Docket
No. FV96-989-1FIR] received July 15, 1996,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

4138. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, transmitting
the Service’s final rule—Irish Potatoes
Grown in Colorado; Assessment Rate [Dock-
et No. FV96-948-21FR] received July 15, 1996,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

4139. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, transmitting the Serv-
ice’s final rule—Goats Imported From Mex-
ico for Immediate Slaughter; Horse Quar-
antine Facilities [Docket No. 91-101-2] re-
ceived July 15, 1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4140. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, transmitting the Serv-
ice’s final rule—Karnal Bunt; Removal of
Quarantined Areas; Technical Amendment
[APHIS Docket No. 96-016-8] received July
16, 1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

4141. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Financial Institutions Examination Council,
transmitting the Council’s report on the use
of consistent financial terminology, pursu-
ant to Public Law 103-325, section 210 (108
Stat. 2201); to the Committee on Banking
and Financial Services.

4142. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Financial Institutions Examination Council,
transmitting the Council’s report on the fea-
sibility of establishing and maintaining an
interagency data bank, pursuant to Public
Law 103-325 section 341(a) (108 Stat. 2238); to
the Committee on Banking and Financial
Services.

4143. A letter from the Assistant Chief
Counsel, Office of Thrift Supervision, trans-
mitting the Office’s final rule—Review of
OTS Decisions [96-65] received July 15, 1996,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Services.

4144. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Thrift Supervision, transmitting the
1995 annual report on enforcement actions
and initiatives, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 1833; to
the Committee on Banking and Financial
Services.

4145. A letter from the Administrator,
Food and Consumer Service, transmitting
the Service’s final rule—Removal of the
““Cheese Alternate Products’ specifications
from the National School Lunch Program
(RIN: 0584-AC04) received July 16, 1996, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Commit-
tee on Economic and Educational Opportuni-
ties.

4146. A letter from the General Counsel,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standards/Consumer Informa-
tion Regulations, Truck-Camper Loading
(National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration) (RIN: 2127-AF81) received July 15,
1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Commerce.

4147. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Approval and
Promulgation of Air Quality Implementa-
tion Plans; Approval of the Carbon Monoxide
Implementation Plan submitted by the State
of Connecticut pursuant to Sections 186-187
and 211(m) (FRL-5523-2) received July 16,
1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Commerce.

4148. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
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