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We should not reduce funding for re-
newable R&D and allow this initiative
to sputter and stall. We must move for-
ward, as other countries are doing, and
make essential investments in tech-
nologies that will create new jobs, open
export markets, and promote a healthy
environment. This is the choice we
have made in approving this amend-
ment.

At stake is our ability to compete in
an international energy market that
will experience explosive growth in the
decades ahead. Many countries cannot
afford to meet the growing energy de-
mand by building, operating, and main-
taining centralized power plants and
the costly infrastructure associated
with them. The flexibility offered by
renewable technologies is a natural fit
for the developing world.

Countries around the world are also
making conscious strategic decisions
to endorse and adopt renewable energy
as a mainstay of their energy policy.
These policies may lead to the amelio-
ration of problems associated with
global climate change.

The past decade was a period of un-
paralleled success in the drive to re-
duce the cost of solar and renewable
technologies. Some are at the verge of
becoming cost competitive with con-
ventional energy sources. This trend
will continue to improve in the years
ahead. As these technologies become
more and more cost competitive, the
rate at which these technologies are in-
tegrated into the energy grid will
steadily increase.

What is at stake is the ability of a
young, dynamic industry to capture
the world markets for renewable tech-
nologies so that Americans can hold
their share of rewarding, high paying
jobs. That is what the Jeffords amend-
ment is all about. If we are to move
into the future with a strong economy
and a healthy environment, renewable
energy technologies must be a part of
our investment strategy for the future.

Although the value of U.S. renewable
energy exports exceeds a quarter of a
billion dollars, the U.S. renewable en-
ergy industry is barely penetrating the
expanding world market for renewable
energy technologies. This is a result of
a weak commitment to renewable en-
ergy research, development, and export
promotion.

Compared with seven other leading
trading nations, the TUnited States
ranks lowest in resources allocated to
solar and renewable export promotion,
according to a 1992 Department of En-
ergy report.

National Science Foundation data
confirms that the U.S. investment in
R&D is in decline. Since 1987, Federal
R&D investments have dropped stead-
ily in real terms. Since 1992, industry
R&D has stagnated. And today, less
than one-third of private R&D is dedi-
cated to research; the rest is being
spent on product and process develop-
ment.

I support the Jeffords amendment be-
cause I want to reverse this trend.
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Frankly, I would have preferred higher
spending levels for solar and renewable
programs, but this is not realistic
given the budget constraints we face.
Unless we maintain a reasonable fund-
ing level for these programs, we will
continue to lose ground and should not
be surprised if other countries
outcompete U.S. industry in this rap-
idly expanding market.

Finally, there are important energy
security reasons for supporting this
amendment. U.S. oil imports are at
record levels, are continuing to grow,
and could reach 60 percent of consump-
tion by the year 2005. Oil imports that
high would contribute nearly $90 bil-
lion to the trade deficit. According to a
recent Department of Commerce anal-
ysis, this level of oil imports con-
stitutes a threat to U.S. economic se-
curity. Persian Gulf countries are pro-
jected to control 70 percent of the glob-
al market for oil by the year 2010, mak-
ing world oil markets increasingly un-
stable.

Renewable energy technologies will
lead to significant movement toward
alleviating some of the potential nega-
tive consequences of our continuing
and increasing reliance on imported
oil.e

—————

TRIBUTE TO THE EXPERIMENTAL
AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION ON THE
OCCASION OF THE 43D ANNUAL
“FLY IN” IN OSHKOSH, WIS-
CONSIN, AUGUST 1, 1996

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise
today to salute the 160,000 inter-
national members of the Experimental
Aircraft Association, based in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, on the opening day of their
43rd annual “Fly In”’ convention, the
single largest aviation event of its kind
in the world.

Mr. President, the Fly In, held at the
Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh,
is the stage for 12,000 experimental air-
craft, vintage warplanes, showplanes,
ultralights and rotorcraft. More than
700 exhibitors will present examples of
cutting edge aviation technology, and
more than 500 workshops, seminars and
forums will feature many of the lead-
ing figures in aviation passing along
their knowledge and experience on sub-
jects covering the whole spectrum of
flight.

More than 800,000 people from all
over the world will attend the Fly In.

This year’s program includes a salute
to test pilots, the people who strap into
the latest aviation designs and push
them as far and as fast and as high as
they can possibly go, pushing the per-
formance envelope in the continuous
quest for better aircraft. There will
also be a salute to Korean War and
Vietnam War veterans.

Mr. President, the Fly In is a terrific
show, but it is only part of the ongoing
work of the EAA.

The Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion works both to preserve aviation’s
heritage and promote its future. If you
are interested in designing, building,
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restoring, maintaining or flying air-
planes, or if you simply take pleasure
in watching aircraft perform, the EAA
offers something for you through pro-
grams at the state, regional, national
and international level, all aimed at
making flying safer, more enjoyable
and more accessible for anyone inter-
ested.

The EAA supports a foundation dedi-
cated to the education, history and de-
velopment of sport flying. It maintains
a large collection of aircraft, a portion
of which is on display at the EAA Air
Adventure Museum in Oshkosh. EAA
has created the Young Eagles program
to give a free flight experience to
young people, and there’s a scholarship
program for young people interested in
aviation careers.

All this began, Mr. President, in Jan-
uary, 1953, a little less than 50 years
after the Wright brothers flew at Kitty
Hawk. Paul Poberezny and a group of
flying enthusiasts met at Milwaukee’s
Curtiss Wright field, now known as
Timmerman Field. The first Fly In was
held nine months later at Curtiss
Wright, drawing fewer than 40 people
and a handful of aircraft.

Mr. Poberezny was elected the
group’s first president, and he held
that post until 1989, when his son, Tom,
took the reins. For the first 11 years of
its existence, EAA was run out of the
basement of Mr. Poberezny’s home in
Hales Corners, Wisconsin, near Mil-
waukee. Now it operates from its head-
quarters in Oshkosh.

Mr. President, flight has fascinated
the human race for centuries. Less
than a century ago, powered flight be-
came a reality. Sixty-six years later,
we landed on the moon. Still, the won-
der of traveling among the clouds re-
mains, and that spirit, along with the
inventiveness and daring of pilots, de-
signers and engineers, is nurtured by
the Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion.e

———

IT°’S TIME TO END DEFERRAL

e Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, it’s
time to end the perverse $2.2 billion
U.S. jobs export subsidy called deferral
that our Tax Code provides to big U.S.
companies that move their manufac-
turing plants and U.S. jobs to tax ha-
vens abroad, and then ship back their
tax-haven products into the United
States for sale. Since 1979, we have lost
about 3 million good-paying manufac-
turing jobs in this country, in part, be-
cause of this ill-advised subsidy.
Presidents Kennedy, Nixon, and
Carter all tried to curb this misguided
tax subsidy. In 1975, the Senate voted
to end it. In 1987, the House voted to
stop it. But in each case, high-powered
lobbyists for the big corporations were
able to derail it before such action
could be enacted and signed into law.
In July, Robert McIntyre, Director of
the Citizens for Tax Justice, offered
compelling testimony in support of the
effort to pull the plug on this mis-
guided tax break at a recent Families



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-29T16:08:53-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




