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WEEK OF JULY 14–20, 1996 

TV GUIDE 
Washington, DC. Metropolitan Area 

Sunday, July 14, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 
CBS Murder, She Wrote 
NBC Mad About You 
FOX Simpsons 
ABC Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of 
Superman 
8:30 p.m. 
NBC Movie: ‘‘Tequila Sunrise’’—Drama 
FOX Married . . . With Children 
Monday, July 15, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 
CBS Nanny 
NBC Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
FOX Movie: ‘‘So I Married An Axe Mur-
derer’’—Comedy 
ABC Marshal 
8:30 p.m. 
CBS Almost Perfect 
NBC Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
Tuesday, July 16, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 
CBS The Client 
NBC 3rd Rock From the Sun 
FOX Movie: ‘‘Alien Nation: Dark Hori-
zon’’—Sci Fi 
ABC Roseanne 
8:30 p.m. 
NBC Newsradio 
ABC Drew Carey 
Wednesday, July 17, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 
CBS Dave’s World 
NBC Dateline 
FOX Beverly Hills, 90210 
ABC Ellen 
8:30 p.m. 
CBS Can’t Hurry Love 
ABC Faculty 
Thursday, July 18, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 
CBS Wynonna: Revelations—Special 
NBC Friends 
FOX Martin 
ABC High Incident 
8:30 p.m. 
NBC Mad About You 
FOX Living Single 
Friday, July 19, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 
CBS Movie: ‘‘National Lampoon’s Vaca-
tion’’—Comedy 
NBC Summer Olympic Games: Opening 
Ceremony 
FOX Sliders 
ABC Family Matters 
8:30 p.m. 
ABC Boy Meets World 
Saturday, July 20, 1996 

8:00 p.m. 
CBS Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman 
NBC Summer Olympic Games 
FOX Cops 
ABC Movie: ‘‘Project ALF’’—Comedy 
8:30 p.m. 
FOX Cops 

Mr. WYDEN addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to discuss for a few moments 
what will, hopefully, be before the Sen-
ate before too long. Also, I will make 
some comments with respect to the 
antiarthritic drug, Lodine. 

I am particularly pleased that the 
Senate will have a chance to vote 

shortly on the Kassebaum-Kennedy 
legislation, because breaking this po-
litical logjam on health care reform 
means that millions of Americans who 
are stuck in jobs because they have a 
preexisting health problem will have a 
new margin of health security and eco-
nomic freedom. 

This legislation is good for American 
families. It is good for our workers and 
our business. What it means is that 
fear of losing critical health insurance 
coverage no longer would be a road-
block on the road to a better job and a 
better life. I want to applaud the bipar-
tisan efforts of the Senate conferees, 
particularly Senator KENNEDY, Senator 
KASSEBAUM, and Senator BREAUX, who 
put long and hard service into this leg-
islation, and it will be an important 
step forward when adopted. 

Besides guaranteeing portability of 
health insurance coverage, this legisla-
tion contains little-noticed provisions 
that I think are going to make a great 
difference with respect to expanding 
health insurance coverage. This legis-
lation, to the bipartisan credit of those 
Senate leaders, protects State flexi-
bility with respect to State health in-
surance reforms. States like mine are 
laboratories for health care reform, 
and it is essential that we not turn out 
the laboratories at the State level with 
unnecessary Federal restrictions. 

Senators KASSEBAUM and KENNEDY 
worked very closely with me so that 
the exemption language in this legisla-
tion will allow Oregon’s humane, ra-
tional, and far-reaching health insur-
ance reform program to go into effect 
later this year. It would provide exten-
sive group to individual policy reform 
in much the same way our Federal leg-
islation envisages, but the approach 
that Oregon is taking is one that I 
think other States and possibly the 
Federal Government will want to emu-
late in the days ahead. 

Mr. President, there are features of 
this bill and provisions that were not 
included that I think are unfortunate. 

During this debate, I have expressed 
concern about the possibility of some 
vulnerable Americans being left behind 
if medical savings accounts become 
widespread. Every Senator should want 
to oppose the balkanization of medi-
cine, where the young, the healthy, and 
the wealthy get good affordable health 
coverage at the expense of the sickest, 
the neediest, and the elderly. It is ap-
propriate to test out the MSA concept, 
however, and I do believe this con-
ference report offers a reasonable com-
promise in the form of a limited MSA 
demonstration project. 

I join Senator DOMENICI and Senator 
WELLSTONE and many of my colleagues 
in mourning the loss of mental health 
parity in this legislation. Parity, in my 
view, is not just fair, it is good health 
care policy that saves health care dol-
lars in the long run by assuring quality 
mental health coverage and particu-
larly early intervention. I do not in-
tend to vote against a good, bipartisan 
bill because of the loss of one provi-

sion, but I intend to join with col-
leagues of both parties to make sure 
that mental health parity is an issue 
revisited early in the next Congress. 

Finally, as happens often in large 
conference reports, a few stray cats 
and dogs find some homes. This bill is 
no exception. I am going to talk for a 
moment about a mongrel in this bill 
that seems to have a pretty bad case of 
fleas. There is a provision in this legis-
lation that would give the antiarthritic 
prescription drug Lodine a 2-year pat-
ent extension. Supporters of this idea 
first tried to maneuver it into the 1997 
agriculture appropriations bill in the 
House. It is now in this legislation, 
page 76, subtitle H. 

This is a bad idea, in my view, and it 
certainly should not be a part of an im-
portant bipartisan health reform bill. 
Lodine has already received one exten-
sion under the terms of the 1984 Hatch- 
Waxman amendments allowing for ad-
ditional patent life on drugs which be-
come involved in long regulatory ap-
proval delays. With that extension, the 
drug’s manufacturers have built sales 
of $274 million. Many of these pur-
chasers are seniors. Many of those who 
buy this anti-inflammatory drug are 
older people, walking on an economic 
tightrope, balancing their food costs 
against their fuel costs, their fuel costs 
against their medical bills, and they 
are paying for this drug, many of them, 
out of their pocket. 

Mr. President, if Lodine’s current ex-
tension is allowed to run out in 1997, 
this drug likely would get a generic 
competitor, and those consumers, 
those vulnerable older people would get 
a price break as a result of the com-
petition. They are not going to get 
that break with this extension. I think 
it is unwise for the Senate to take 
more money out of the pockets of older 
people in this fashion. There have not 
been any congressional hearings, have 
not been any deliberations to look at 
any public purpose served by another 2- 
year extension of the Lodine patent. I 
think granting this extension creates a 
poor precedent. I am sorry to see this 
provision in this bill. It is a good bill, 
a bipartisan bill that needs to be en-
acted, but it is wrong to have this spe-
cial-interest provision in this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. BAUCUS addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana. 
f 

MISSOURI WATER RAID OF 1996 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, in the 
past 2 years, the House of Representa-
tives has made some good decisions, 
but I must say they have also made 
some rather questionable ones that is, 
from the two Government shutdowns 
not too long ago to the attempted cuts 
in school lunches, Medicare, and col-
lege loans. I think it has left a lot of us 
not only in the Senate but across the 
country shaking our heads. But the 
great water raid they pulled off under 
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