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gratitude is owed to the Good Samari-
tan Hospital School of Nursing for its 
century of service. I congratulate the 
students and the school’s graduates 
and leaders as they gather to com-
memorate the school’s first 100 years of 
nursing excellence. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business Friday, August 30, the 
Federal debt stood at 
$5,208,303,439,417.93. 

On a per capita basis, every man, 
woman, and child in America owes 
$19,607.09 as his or her share of that 
debt. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pe-
riod of time for morning business has 
expired. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 1997 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
proceed to the consideration of H.R. 
3666, the VA–HUD appropriations bill, 
which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3666) making appropriations 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
Housing and Urban Development, and for 
sundry independent agencies, boards, com-
missions, corporations, and offices for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1997, and for 
other purposes. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill, which had been reported from the 
Committee on Appropriations, with 
amendments; as follows: 

(The parts of the bill intended to be 
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to 
be inserted are shown in italic.) 

H.R. 3666 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the following sums 
are appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
Departments of Veterans Affairs and Hous-
ing and Urban Development, and for sundry 
independent agencies, boards, commissions, 
corporations, and offices for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1997, and for other pur-
poses, namely: 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For the payment of compensation benefits 
to or on behalf of veterans as authorized by 
law (38 U.S.C. 107, chapters 11, 13, 51, 53, 55, 
and 61); pension benefits to or on behalf of 
veterans as authorized by law (38 U.S.C. 
chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61; 92 Stat. 2508); 
and burial benefits, emergency and other of-
ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-

its and certificates, payment of premiums 
due on commercial life insurance policies 
guaranteed under the provisions of Article 
IV of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief 
Act of 1940, as amended, and for other bene-
fits as authorized by law (38 U.S.C. 107, 1312, 
1977, and 2106, chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61; 
50 U.S.C. App. 540–548; 43 Stat. 122, 123; 45 
Stat. 735; 76 Stat. 1198); ø$18,497,854,000¿ 

$18,671,259,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed 
$26,417,000 of the amount appropriated shall 
be reimbursed to ‘‘General operating ex-
penses’’ and ‘‘Medical care’’ for necessary ex-
penses in implementing those provisions au-
thorized in the Omnibus Budget Reconcili-
ation Act of 1990, and in the Veterans’ Bene-
fits Act of 1992 (38 U.S.C. chapters 51, 53, and 
55), the funding source for which is specifi-
cally provided as the ‘‘Compensation and 
pensions’’ appropriation: Provided further, 
That such sums as may be earned on an ac-
tual qualifying patient basis, shall be reim-
bursed to ‘‘Medical facilities revolving fund’’ 
to augment the funding of individual med-
ical facilities for nursing home care provided 
to pensioners as authorized by the Veterans’ 
Benefits Act of 1992 (38 U.S.C. chapter 55). 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 

For the payment of readjustment and reha-
bilitation benefits to or on behalf of veterans 
as authorized by 38 U.S.C. chapters 21, 30, 31, 
34, 35, 36, 39, 51, 53, 55, and 61, ø$1,227,000,000¿ 

$1,377,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That funds shall be avail-
able to pay any court order, court award or 
any compromise settlement arising from 
litigation involving the vocational training 
program authorized by section 18 of Public 
Law 98–77, as amended. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

For military and naval insurance, national 
service life insurance, servicemen’s indem-
nities, service-disabled veterans insurance, 
and veterans mortgage life insurance as au-
thorized by 38 U.S.C. chapter 19; 70 Stat. 887; 
72 Stat. 487, $38,970,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

GUARANTY AND INDEMNITY PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed 
loans, such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the program, as authorized by 38 
U.S.C. chapter 37, as amended: Provided, That 
such costs, including the cost of modifying 
such loans, shall be as defined in section 502 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as 
amended. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan 
programs, $105,226,000, which may be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriation 
for ‘‘General operating expenses’’. 

LOAN GUARANTY PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed 
loans, such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the program, as authorized by 38 
U.S.C. chapter 37, as amended: Provided, That 
such costs, including the cost of modifying 
such loans, shall be as defined in section 502 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as 
amended. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan 
programs, $33,810,000, which may be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriation 
for ‘‘General operating expenses’’. 

DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out the program, 
as authorized by 38 U.S.C. chapter 37, as 
amended: Provided, That such costs, includ-

ing the cost of modifying such loans, shall be 
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, as amended: Provided fur-
ther, That during 1997, within the resources 
available, not to exceed $300,000 in gross obli-
gations for direct loans are authorized for 
specially adapted housing loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct loan program, $80,000, 
which may be transferred to and merged 
with the appropriation for ‘‘General oper-
ating expenses’’. 

EDUCATION LOAN FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, $1,000, as au-
thorized by 38 U.S.C. 3698, as amended: Pro-
vided, That such costs, including the cost of 
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, as amended: Provided further, That 
these funds are available to subsidize gross 
obligations for the principal amount of di-
rect loans not to exceed $3,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $195,000, which may be transferred to 
and merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Gen-
eral operating expenses’’. 
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, $49,000, as au-
thorized by 38 U.S.C. chapter 31, as amended: 
Provided, That such costs, including the cost 
of modifying such loans, shall be as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974, as amended: Provided further, 
That these funds are available to subsidize 
gross obligations for the principal amount of 
direct loans not to exceed ø$1,964,000¿ 

$2,822,000. 
In addition, for administrative expenses 

necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $377,000, which may be transferred to 
and merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Gen-
eral operating expenses’’. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For administrative expenses to carry out 

the direct loan program authorized by 38 
U.S.C. chapter 37, subchapter V, as amended, 
$205,000, which may be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘General 
operating expenses’’. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
MEDICAL CARE 

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing 
homes, and domiciliary facilities; for fur-
nishing, as authorized by law, inpatient and 
outpatient care and treatment to bene-
ficiaries of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, including care and treatment in facili-
ties not under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment; and furnishing recreational facilities, 
supplies, and equipment; funeral, burial, and 
other expenses incidental thereto for bene-
ficiaries receiving care in the Department; 
administrative expenses in support of plan-
ning, design, project management, real prop-
erty acquisition and disposition, construc-
tion and renovation of any facility under the 
jurisdiction or for the use of the Depart-
ment; oversight, engineering and architec-
tural activities not charged to project cost; 
repairing, altering, improving or providing 
facilities in the several hospitals and homes 
under the jurisdiction of the Department, 
not otherwise provided for, either by con-
tract or by the hire of temporary employees 
and purchase of materials; uniforms or al-
lowances therefor, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
5901–5902; aid to State homes as authorized 
by 38 U.S.C. 1741; and not to exceed $8,000,000 
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