September 17, 1996

Spending all the money on treatment
like Clinton wants us to do is, in fact,
like treating only the wounded in a
battle. We have to fight this with edu-
cation, interdiction, enforcement, and
treatment; all four. The leadership
must start in this Congress, and it
must start at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue or we will see these results con-
tinue.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is not acceptable.
It is not acceptable in my community.
I ask for assistance to help us make a
positive change.

DOLE TAX BREAKS FOR THE RICH
NOT FULLY EXPLAINED

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANcocK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of May 12, 1995, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. BROWN] is rec-
ognized during morning business for 5
minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
former Senator Bob Dole has unveiled
his new economic plan to the American
people. He has outlined a $550 billion
tax break, mostly for the wealthy, but
he had not told us how he is going to
pay for that $550 billion tax break.

One of Bob Dole’s advisers said, ‘“‘He
has no plans to describe specifically
what Federal programs he will cut
until after the election.”

Former Senator Dole, Citizen Dole, is
going around the country speaking to
organizations promising each of them:
I will not cut your programs. In fact,
maybe | will increase your programs,
one group after another.

Yesterday, talking to some people
about crime, he said: You want more
prisons? | will double the amount of ap-
propriations for Federal prisons.

So at the same time Senator Dole
has said he will increase military
spending to the tune of perhaps $30 or
$40 or $50 billion a year over the next 5
years, he wants to build star wars. He
wants to give this major tax break, in-
crease military spending, increase
money for prisons, increase this, in-
crease that, but he will not tell us how
he is going to pay for these hundreds
and hundreds of billions of dollars in
tax breaks that he says he will give the
American people.

I think it is important then, Mr.
Speaker, to look at where in fact this
money will come from. | think we only
have to turn the calendar back about 1
year to figure out where Senator Dole
will get the $550 billion to pay for the
tax break, some couple hundred billion
over 4 or 5 years, to pay for military
spending increases; the tens of billions
to pay for more prison construction;
the other billions of dollars that Sen-
ator Dole has promised.

Mr. Speaker, | think we need to look
back 1 year, turn the calendar back 1
year to figure out how he is going to
pay for it. All of us remember about 14
months ago Speaker GINGRICH unveiled
the Republican plan to give a $200-and-
some billion tax break mostly for the
rich, and to pay for it with $270 billion
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in Medicare cuts, a tax break mostly
for the rich paid for by $270 billion in
Medicare cuts.

At the same time in this legislation
were major cuts in student loans for
middle-class families, major cuts for
environmental protection, to pay for
inspectors, to pay for enforcement, to
pay for environmental cleanup. All of
that was in order to pay for the tax
break to go mostly to the wealthiest
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, it got so bad, as we re-
call, several months ago that Speaker
GINGRICH and Senator Dole shut the
Government down because President
Clinton vetoed their tax break, mostly
for the wealthy paid for with Medicare
cuts. President Clinton said: 1 will not
give that kind of a tax break mostly to
the rich. I will not give the rich a tax
break paid by Medicaid and Medicare
and student loan cuts and cuts in envi-
ronmental protection. It simply did not
make sense.

Mr. Speaker, the President was right.
Those of us who stuck by the President
on this side of the aisle were right, and
clearly that is what the American peo-
ple reiterated over and over and over
again. We do not give tax breaks for
the rich and cut Medicare and cut Med-
icaid and cut student loans and cut en-
vironmental protection to pay for
them.

The same folks who brought us the
Government shutdown, the same folks
who tried last year for a major cut in
Medicare are back this year. Last year
the tax break was about $250 billion for
the wealthy. This year the Dole tax cut
is twice that, and he is not telling us
how he is going to pay for it. So it is
clear the way that Senator Dole is
going to pay for this major tax break is
to go right at the heart of Medicare
and right at the heart of Medicaid and
right at the heart of student loans and
also right at the heart of environ-
mental protection. That is clearly not
what the American people want.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
last fall, early this winter, blamed
Speaker GINGRICH and Senator Dole for
the Government shutdown because
they did not want to see these major
cuts in Medicaid and Medicare and stu-
dent loans and the environment. Here
we go again. Senator Dole wants to
give tax breaks of twice that size, but
Senator Dole has learned something
from his mistake because this year in
this campaign, at least before the elec-
tion, he will not tell us that that in
fact is what is going to happen; that it
is going to be cuts in Medicare, cuts in
Medicaid, cuts in student loans, and
cuts in environmental protection.

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we
understand Senator Dole’s and Speaker
GINGRICH’s attitude toward the Govern-
ment program that has probably been
the best program Government has ever
put together, and that has been the
Medicare Program. Thirty years ago in
1965, when Lyndon Johnson signed
Medicare, only 46 percent of America’s
elderly had health care insurance; only
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46 percent 30 years ago. Today, 99 per-
cent of America’s elderly have health
care insurance.

Mr. Speaker, Medicare has worked,
but we would not know it from listen-
ing to Speaker GINGRICH and Senator
Dole. Senator Dole and Mr. GINGRICH
have made it clear that they oppose
these programs. They want to give tax
breaks for the wealthy and pay for it
with Medicare cuts.

AGAIN, CLINTON IS PROPOSING
SOCIALIZED HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. STEARNS] is recognized during
morning business for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, those
who ignore history are doomed to re-
peat it, so goes the saying, a careful re-
minder to all of us that history teaches
us valuable lessons and that, if we
learn from the past, we can avoid re-
peating the mistakes in the future.

Yet despite this very warning, Presi-
dent Clinton and congressional Demo-
crats are plotting a course plagued by
controversy and opposition.

The past few weeks have been strik-
ingly reminiscent of President Clin-
ton’s first try at a nationalized Gov-
ernment-run health care system. The
newspaper headlines of late are uncom-
fortably familiar. In fact, it is deja vu
all over again. Recently in Florida, my
home State, President Clinton an-
nounced the formation of a comprehen-
sive commission charged with review-
ing the health care system and making
recommendations on how to improve
the quality of care provided to patients
and how to put in place more consumer
protections. Does that sound familiar?

Then he endorsed the notion of man-
dating what types of benefits health
plans should provide and cover. Per-
haps that sounds familiar.

He then endorsed the notion that the
Federal Government should get in the
middle of the contract negotiations be-
tween private health care plans and
private physicians. Of course that
sounds familiar.

The President is clearly headed down
a road we have all traveled together be-
fore. Under the guise of consumer pro-
tection, he is very boldly unveiling the
many pieces of his plan that was very
familiar and soundly rejected by Con-
gress and the American people only 2
years ago.

Mr. Speaker, we remember President
Clinton’s Health Security Act. This
was an aggressive plan developed by
him behind closed doors by his experts.
His experts, of course, knew what was
best for the American people.

We remember after months of secret
discussion the experts had developed
the ultimate answer to the rising
health care costs. And of course, we re-
member, despite polls indicating that
what the American people wanted most
from health care reform was port-
ability of coverage and protection for
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