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than the current market price. Mr. COX may
say there is no specific language which pro-
hibits sales from the stockpile, but when it is
priced 25 to 48 percent above the market
price, I doubt there will be much sold. So not
only can we not privatize the helium operation,
but the taxpayers will not see the deficit go
down because none of the helium will be sold.

The substitute which I offered in the House
Resources Committee would still get the Gov-
ernment out of the helium business. But it
would also allow some helium to be sold ac-
cording to the market price at the time it was
sold, as long as it did not disrupt the market.
It would have also canceled the debt, which
consists mainly of compound interest which
one part of the Government owes another part
of the Government. And it would have delayed
closure of the plant for 3 years, not 18
months, which would have provided additional
time not only for NASA to transition to private
sources of helium, but for the plant’s workers
to transition to new jobs and careers. This
plan was similar to the proposal suggested by
the Clinton administration, and makes a lot
more sense than the proposal we are consid-
ering today.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know if we’re serious
about doing this the right way or just inter-
ested in a press release. I don’t know if the
President was serious about doing this the
right way when he mentioned helium in his
State of the Union speech in 1995. But I do
know that there is a right way and a wrong
way to end this Federal program, and this bill
is the wrong way.

The House registered its clear opposition to
continued Federal funding of the helium pro-
gram when it approved H.R. 3008 by a vote
of 411–10 on April 30 of this year. I do not
plan to request a vote on H.R. 4168.

But I do urge my colleagues to remember
that in considering the future of other pro-
grams, we ought to strive to make the Federal
Government not just smaller—but smarter, as
well.

This bill is not a smart way to reform the he-
lium program, and for that reason, I oppose it.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
have no requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Alaska [Mr.
YOUNG] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4168.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alaska?

There was no objection.

AMERICAN LAND SOVEREIGNTY
PROTECTION ACT

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3752) to preserve the sov-
ereignty of the United States over pub-
lic lands and acquired lands owned by
the United States, and to preserve
State sovereignty and private property
rights in non-Federal lands surround-
ing those public lands and acquired
lands, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3752

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Land Sovereignty Protection Act of 1996’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the follow-
ing:

(1) The power to dispose of and make all
needful rules and regulations governing
lands belonging to the United States is vest-
ed in the Congress under article IV, section
3, of the Constitution.

(2) Some Federal land designations made
pursuant to international agreements con-
cern land use policies and regulations for
lands belonging to the United States which
under article IV, section 3, of the Constitu-
tion can only be implemented through laws
enacted by the Congress.

(3) Some international land designations,
such as those under the United States Bio-
sphere Reserve Program and the Man and
Biosphere Program of the United Nations
Scientific, Educational, and Cultural Organi-
zation, operate under independent national
committees, such as the United States Na-
tional Man and Biosphere Committee, which
have no legislative directives or authoriza-
tion from the Congress.

(4) Actions by the United States in making
such designations may affect the use and
value of nearby or intermixed non-Federal
lands.

(5) The sovereignty of the States is a criti-
cal component of our Federal system of gov-
ernment and a bulwark against the unwise
concentration of power.

(6) Private property rights are essential for
the protection of freedom.

(7) Actions by the United States to des-
ignate lands belonging to the United States
pursuant to international agreements in
some cases conflict with congressional con-
stitutional responsibilities and State sov-
ereign capabilities.

(8) Actions by the President in applying
certain international agreements to lands
owned by the United States diminishes the
authority of the Congress to make rules and
regulations respecting these lands.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this Act are
the following:

(1) To reaffirm the power of the Congress
under article IV, section 3, of the Constitu-
tion over international agreements which
concern disposal, management, and use of
lands belonging to the United States.

(2) To protect State powers not reserved to
the Federal Government under the Constitu-
tion from Federal actions designating lands
pursuant to international agreements.

(3) To ensure that no United States citizen
suffers any diminishment or loss of individ-
ual rights as a result of Federal actions des-
ignating lands pursuant to international
agreements for purposes of imposing restric-
tions on use of those lands.

(4) To protect private interests in real
property from diminishment as a result of

Federal actions designating lands pursuant
to international agreements.

(5) To provide a process under which the
United States may, when desirable, des-
ignate lands pursuant to international agree-
ments.
SEC. 3. CLARIFICATION OF CONGRESSIONAL

ROLE IN WORLD HERITAGE SITE
LISTING.

Section 401 of the National Historic Preser-
vation Act Amendments of 1980 (16 U.S.C.
470a—1) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a) in the first sentence,
by—

(A) inserting ‘‘(in this section referred to
as the ‘Convention’)’’ after ‘‘1973’’; and

(B) inserting ‘‘and subject to subsections
(b), (c), (d), (e), and (f)’’ before the period at
the end;

(2) in subsection (b) in the first sentence,
by inserting ‘‘; subject to subsection (d),’’
after ‘‘shall’’; and

(3) adding at the end the following new
subsections:

‘‘(d) The Secretary of the Interior shall not
nominate any lands owned by the United
States for inclusion on the World Heritage
List pursuant to the Convention unless such
nomination is specifically authorized by a
law enacted after the date of enactment of
the American Land Sovereignty Protection
Act of 1996. The Secretary may from time to
time submit to the Speaker of the House and
the President of the Senate proposals for leg-
islation authorizing such a nomination.

‘‘(e) The Secretary of the Interior shall ob-
ject to the inclusion of any property in the
United States on the list of World Heritage
in Danger established under Article 11.4 of
the Convention unless—

‘‘(1) the Secretary has submitted to the
Speaker of the House and the President of
the Senate a report describing the necessity
for including that property on the list; and

‘‘(2) the Secretary is specifically author-
ized to assent to the inclusion of the prop-
erty on the list, by a joint resolution of the
Congress enacted after the date that report
is submitted.

‘‘(f) The Secretary of the Interior shall
submit an annual report on each World Her-
itage Site within the United States to the
Chairman and Ranking Minority member of
the Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate,
that contains the following information for
each site:

‘‘(1) An accounting of all money expended
to manage the site.

‘‘(2) A summary of Federal full time equiv-
alent hours related to management of the
site.

‘‘(3) A list and explanation of all non-
governmental organizations contributing to
the management of the site.

‘‘(4) A summary and account of the disposi-
tion of complaints received by the Secretary
related to management of the site.’’.
SEC. 4. PROHIBITION AND TERMINATION OF

UNITED NATIONS BIOSPHERE RE-
SERVES.

Title IV of the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act Amendments of 1980 (16 U.S.C. 470a–
1 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

‘‘SEC. 403. (a) No Federal official may
nominate any lands in the United States for
designation as a Biosphere Reserve under the
Man and Biosphere Program of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul-
tural Organization.

‘‘(b) Any designation of an area in the
United States as a Biosphere Reserve under
the Man and Biosphere Program of the Unit-
ed Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul-
tural Organization shall not have, and shall
not be given, any force or effect, unless the
Biosphere Reserve—
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