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corporate restructuring, small business bank-
ruptcy, and system administration, the
consumer working group has yet to make
even a single, tentative recommendation for
reform of the current system. With consumer
bankruptcy filings constituting about 90 per-
cent of all filings, this wheel-spinning cannot
be allowed to continue. Therefore, I was
pleased to learn that the Commission is finally
going to begin to grapple with this area in a
comprehensive way with a series of hearings
beginning in November. Congress needs this
Commission to deliver a series of pragmatic
proposals to get the system back under con-
trol and to provide debtors with the relief they
require, creditors with the repayment they de-
serve, and society at large with the right bal-
ance between forgiveness and obligation.

One area which I hope the Commission de-
votes serious attention to is recommending
ways in which individuals can be informed of
alternatives to bankruptcy at the earliest pos-
sible time, perhaps even before their initial
contact with the bankruptcy system. Consumer
financial education must obviously play a larg-
er role in addressing current problems.

I also believe that both the Federal Trade
Commission and state bar associations should
do a much better job of monitoring bank-
ruptcy-related advertising, and should crack
down on deceptive ads which fail to clearly
and conspicuously disclose that the services
being offered involve a declaration of bank-
ruptcy along with all of its grave and lingering
consequences. Disciplinary or enforcement ac-
tion should certainly be utilized where appro-
priate.

Finally, the Office of U.S. Trustee, which ad-
ministers the bankruptcy system, should un-
dertaken efforts to ensure that the standing
trustees in chapters 7 and 13 are making in-
quiries to determine that debtors are aware of
alternatives to bankruptcy and are fully aware
of the long-term effects of filing for bankruptcy.

It is my intention to continue to monitor
bankruptcy developments and the ongoing
work of the Bankruptcy Commission. This sub-
ject involves matters of economics, judicial
fairness, and personal values. There may be
many ways to address the ongoing bankruptcy
crisis—but they all require an initial recognition
that this is indeed a crisis, most particularly for
the millions of debtors and their families
caught up in it. Bankruptcy must remain avail-
able as a last resort for those who truly re-
quire legal forgiveness of their contractual obli-
gations. But it cannot grow into a first resort
for those with the ability but not the desire to
make good on their financial obligations.
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Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, a recent review
of 34 new pilot television shows in U.S. News
and Worked Report found that many of them
contain extensive and graphic violence—some

as early as 8 p.m. In one show, a criminal
drives a nail into the palm of a corrupt mayor.
In another, a man is buried alive with his
mouth and eyes sewn shut. And in yet another
offering, as the top of a corpse’s head is
sawed off an alien creature pops out.

Children are particularly sensitive to the
world around them, as they notice and absorb
everything they see and experience. Psycholo-
gist Stephen Garber of the Behavior Institute
of Atlanta has seen an increasing number of
children in his practice who, despite having no
actual contact with violence and living in safe
neighborhoods, are developing not just fears
but full-blown phobias about being kidnaped,
getting shot, and other real-world calamities.
He attributes this in part to what children see
on television. The American Psychological As-
sociation estimates that a typical child will
watch 8,000 murders and 100,000 acts of vio-
lence before finishing elementary school.

This matters because studies are pretty
clear with respect to the impact that viewing
violence has on children. In 1956, one of the
first studies of television violence reported that
4 year olds who watched ‘‘Woody Wood-
pecker’’ cartoons were more likely to display
aggressive behavior than children who
watched the ‘‘Little Red Hen.’’ Study after
study in decade after decade confirmed similar
findings. However, the harm caused by view-
ing violence is broader than the encouraging
of violent behavior. Studies have found that
viewing violence increases mistrust of others
and fear of being a victim of violence, and de-
sensitizes viewers to violence resulting in cal-
loused attitudes and apathetic behavior toward
violence.

Over the years, Congress and broadcasters
have sporadically tackled this issue. For ex-
ample, in 1990, Congress passed the Chil-
dren’s Television Act to increase the amount
of quality educational programming for chil-
dren. The recent rewrite of the Telecommuni-
cations bill included a requirement that tele-
vision sets be manufactured with a computer
chip that would allow parents to screen out
programs, rated by the broadcast industry,
that are inappropriate for their children. And
more recently, the broadcasters have agreed
to air 3 hours of educational television pro-
gramming per week. I support these efforts.

But quite frankly, I don’t think they are
enough. I agree with the philosophy that if a
river is polluted, you don’t just put up a warn-
ing sign—you try to clean it up. That is why I
am introducing a resolution, with Congress-
man WOLF and 10 other Members of Con-
gress, expressing the sense of the House that
broadcasters should not air violent program-
ming between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.

Cleaning up television will not resolve all of
the Nation’s ills. But as former Education Sec-
retary William J. Bennett points out, in recent
years we have seen a explosion in moral
pathologies: abused and abandoned children,
out-of-wedlock births, drug use, violent crime
and just plain trashy behavior, as well as the
vanishing of the unwritten rules of decency
and civility, social strictures and basic good
manners. He attributes this to the fact that
‘‘the good’’ requires constant reinforcement,
and ‘‘the bad’’ needs only permission.

Turning the tide, reinforcing ‘‘the good’’ will
ultimately take a massive collective effort, one
that engages our families, our civic leaders,

our religious leaders, our teachers, our com-
munity leaders, all levels of government,
neighbors—everyone in society. But the
media, too, with its enormous role in the so-
cialization process, must join us in this effort.
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
salute two people who have probably had a
more direct effect on the health and welfare of
Ventura County residents than anyone else—
Don and Jackie Pruner.

In August of 1963, Don and Jackie scraped
together nearly all the money they could find
and bought an ambulance company that con-
sisted of one 1958 Pontiac ambulance. Times
were tight, so Don did the driving while Jackie
handled business operations and dispatched
about 15 calls a month (to a service popu-
lation of about 9,000 people in the Thousand
Oaks area) out of the couple’s home.

Back then, the business was called Conejo
Ambulance. Over the course of three decades,
Pruner Health Services grew to provide 24-
hour emergency service to a population of
more than 345,000 people in an area of ap-
proximately 650 square miles.

Obviously, Don and Jackie have come a
long way from that 1958 Pontiac. Like all busi-
ness success stories, theirs is one of hard
work, determination and day-to-day achieve-
ments that together form an extraordinary
record of service.

As we celebrate their retirement, it is en-
tirely appropriate that we celebrate all that
Don and Jackie have given to all of us—those
who know them personally as friends, and
those who have known them only through the
essential service they provide.

Anyone who has ever picked up a phone to
summon an ambulance in the middle of an
emergency knows that those calls are often
made in frantic desperation. For more than
three decades, the people of Ventura County
and Malibu have found Don and Jackie Pruner
on the other end of that phone—willing to do
anything they could to preserve life.

Through it all, Don and Jackie have also
found the time to raise three children,
Michelle, Mike and Scott, and to welcome five
grandchildren into the world.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to today salute my
friends Don and Jackie Pruner, and to thank
them for everything they have done for our
community. It is rare to come across someone
who has truly dedicated their lives to helping
preserve the health and welfare of others. Don
and Jackie Pruner are two such individuals. It
is my hope that, in retirement, these two good
friends can focus on their love of traveling,
fishing and frequent excursions to Catalina. I
think everyone who knows Don and Jackie
personally would agree, after all the years of
hard work, they deserve it.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Don and Jackie
Pruner to this distinguished body and wish
them all the best in the future.
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