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now could be phased in over a period of
time and would have minimal impact.
But if we wait and follow Mr. Deets’
advice, keep our head in the sand and
pretend that there is no problem, it is
going to come as a great shock and a
great surprise to the 33 million people
who rely on their AARP mailings when
they find out that their own organiza-
tion has led them down a blind ally,
their own organization has sold them
out, sold out to a political process that
goes against the very best interests of
their members.

Mr. President, | am disappointed by
the action of the President. I am dis-
appointed but not surprised. As a re-
cent Washington Post editorial stated,
you believe this White House ‘“‘at your
peril.”” With the AARP driving the poli-
tics and the decisions of the President
and his party, | am sure we can antici-
pate even more fear mongering on enti-
tlement reform. But ultimately we are
going to have to find solutions to these
problems. | fear that this difficult proc-
ess will be made even more com-
plicated by an unprincipled and a timid
administration and a deceitful and self-
serving American Association of Re-
tired Persons.

Mr. President, with that | yield the
floor.

Mr. CHAFEE addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

(The remarks of Mr. CHAFEE pertain-
ing to the introduction of S. 445 are lo-
cated in today’s RECORD under ‘“‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint
Resolutions.”)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, there are
several matters 1 would like to bring
up, if | could. I ask unanimous consent
to speak as in morning business so as
not to interrupt the flow of the debate
on the pending matter.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WENDELL FORD

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, | rise
today to pay a special tribute to one of
the U.S. Senate’s most revered and re-
markable Members. | speak of our sen-
ior Senator and our friend from Ken-
tucky, WENDELL FORD.

Mr. President, | should note on a per-
sonal level | was a law student in Ken-
tucky when WENDELL FORD was Gov-
ernor of the State of Kentucky, and I
developed a fondness and affection for
him from afar as a student in that
State at the University of Louisville
many years ago. | had an opportunity
to watch this man preside over State
government in the State of Kentucky.
He did a remarkable job. In those days
I never thought, as | was sitting there
as a student, that one day | would be
serving in the U.S. Senate with him
and calling him my colleague and my
friend. It is with bittersweet emotions
and sensations here that | rise to rec-
ognize, as others already have, that
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WENDELL FORD, as we all know, has an-
nounced he will not seek reelection in
1998 and will be retiring from the U.S.
Senate.

| say bittersweet because on the one
hand I am confident that our friend
WENDELL FORD and his lovely wife Jean
will enjoy some years of retirement,
away from the hectic life of public
service. So | am glad for him and glad
for his wife and for his family. Obvi-
ously, on another level, I think all of
us would agree, regardless of political
persuasion or ideology, that we have
come to develop a deep and sincere af-
fection for WENDELL FoORD. He will be
truly missed in this body.

Just this past Monday, as of course
we all know, Senator FORD announced
his intention to retire from the U.S.
Senate at the end of this term, con-
cluding what | think has been one of
the most remarkable and distinguished
careers in the history of Kentucky.
WENDELL FORD served his fellow Ken-
tuckians for the past 30 years, first in
the State senate of that State, then in
the Governors Mansion, as | have al-
ready mentioned, and finally here in
the U.S. Senate, where he has been a
Member for the past 22 years. By the
time he completes his term in 1999,
WENDELL FORrD will be the longest serv-
ing U.S. Senator in the history of the
State of Kentucky.

Throughout my tenure as U.S. Sen-
ator, it has been my great honor to
serve alongside this remarkable man.
He has brought integrity and honesty
and a wonderful sense of humor to a
body that is far too often devoid of
such characteristics. Although narrow
and snappy sound bites and polished
television appearances seem to garner
the most attention in Washington,
WENDELL FORD stands in sharp con-
trast. As long as | have known him,
WENDELL FORD never saw a television
camera he didn’t want to simply walk
past. As always, he is more interested
in working behind the scenes, crafting
legislation, seeking coalitions, seeking
compromises. This is the essence of
making the Senate function as a body
that requires that we get along and
work together to seek solutions that
Americans look for.

Certainly WENDELL FORD is capable
of being outspoken and passionate and
as resolute as any Member of this body,
but he has also understood there is a
time for politics and a time for legis-
lating and the two shall rarely inter-
twine, in his view. Throughout his ca-
reer, he remained true to the people
and places of his beloved Kentucky.
Few Senators fought harder for their
States than WENDELL has. As a Member
of the subcommittee on aviation is-
sues, he helped bring two international
airports to Louisville and northern
Kentucky. During the debate in the
last Congress on the telecommuni-
cations bill, Senator FORD sought to
ensure that the interests of rural com-
munities all across America, such as
those in his home State, would receive
the attention that they deserve. On a
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national level as well, he has been a
leader in aviation, energy, campaign fi-
nance issues, and his efforts have been
instrumental in expanding airport im-
provement programs and other critical
civil and Federal aviation issues.

As chairman of the Joint Committee
on Printing, Senator FORD has helped
cut millions of dollars in Government
printing costs. What is more, he has
spearheaded greater use of recycled
paper by the Federal Government.
These issues don’t always get as much
attention as they should, but certainly,
as all of us appreciate as we try to re-
duce the cost of Federal Government to
make it more efficient, things like
bringing down the costs of printing,
which is voluminous at Federal Gov-
ernment level, and to also see that re-
cycled paper is used, are no small ef-
forts indeed.

I know the major issue for many
Americans, of course, was WENDELL
FORD’s effort to spearhead motor voter
registration, which has made it pos-
sible for millions of Americans to be-
come enfranchised. He certainly will be
remembered for years to come for
those efforts as well.

I know that bill had a special signifi-
cance for WENDELL FORD because it
gave him a chance to appear on MTV’s
Rock The Vote. WENDELL FORD is cer-
tainly an MTV Kkind of Senator. As
most of us would appreciate, | say that
with a sense of humor, to all who know
and love him.

Most of all, 1 think WENDELL FORD
has brought a sense of quiet dignity
and forthrightness to this Chamber. Al-
ways, he kept his word, never betrayed
a confidence, and | doubt there is a
Member of this Chamber who will not
miss his presence.

It is worth noting, the other day an
editorial in the Lexington Herald-
Leader, |1 think, summed up the feel-
ings all of us would have with the an-
nouncement that WENDELL FORD will
not be with us at the end of this Con-
gress. Let me quote that editorial. It
said:

We have known people who have disagreed
with Wendell Ford. We have seen people get
mad at Wendell Ford. We have even heard of
people who wish Wendell Ford would finally
lose an election. We have never heard of any-
one, however, who doesn’t like the senior
Senator from Kentucky.

Certainly if that is true in the State
of Kentucky, it is true in the U.S. Sen-
ate as well. We will miss him and we
wish him and his wife, Jean, the very
best in the years to come.
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Mr. DODD. Mr. President, in his re-
cent announcement that our friend
from Kentucky, WENDELL FORD, will
retire at the end of the term, he said
something very instructive and most of
us may recall it. It was only a few days
ago. Those who love and know the Sen-
ator knows he never fails to be instruc-
tive in his uniquely witty way. The
Senator from Kentucky said one major
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