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democratic institutions. He understood as well
as anyone the practical pressures confronted
by elected officials confronting difficult choices,
but he always figured Franklin D. Roosevelt—
one of his heroes—had it about right: political
leaders should challenge their constituents
and their Nation, and shouldn’t sacrifice prin-
ciple and the public good to fleeting whims or
political expediency.

At a time when many ran and hid from the
stigmatized notion of being a ‘‘liberal,’’ Don re-
mained an unabashed and unapologetic be-
liever that government should help the poor
and the disenfranchised. He wasn’t in the
least starry-eyed, utopian, or naive. But he
was unwilling to abandon his deep faith in
people and our constitutional system because
of what was popular or saleable at any par-
ticular time.

Don was an adviser, a fundraiser, a strate-
gist, and kibbitzer. He loved the campaign
fights and he loved the corridors of the legisla-
tures—state and national—but he also loved
sitting for hours in some San Francisco res-
taurant, a glass of good California wine in his
hand, speculating about political developments
and digesting political gossip.

Don was born in Roseville, CA, the son of
railroad workers, and held degrees from Sierra
College, California State University at Sac-
ramento, and San Francisco State. He taught
government and English in Roseville until he
was sucked into the world of elections and
politics during the 1960 Presidential campaign
of Senator John F. Kennedy. He subsequently
worked in the 1962 reelection campaign in
which Pat Brown defeated Richard Nixon, and
then in the 1964 Presidential campaign for
President Lyndon B. Johnson.

After working in Brown’s 1966 campaign, he
became the Governor’s travel secretary, and
began a career in fundraising that continued
through every succeeding Presidential cam-
paign, and countless campaigns for State and
Federal candidates.

But for all the fun he had and the sub-
stantive contributions he made to our political
process, I often think that Don’s first choice
would have been to return to academia, finish
up that elusive doctorate, and teach what he
had learned about our political system to an-
other generation of Americans.

He did return to teach at San Francisco
State, and he would have made a great career
professor, just as I am sure he was an inspir-
ing teacher earlier in his career and in his last
several years as well. He was knowledgeable,
he was passionate, and he was deeply com-
mitted. In the end, leukemia would overtake
his powerful spirit.

Don leaves a wonderful family, his wife
Linda, with whom he built a successful busi-
ness and raised three accomplished children,
Stacey, Maggie and Mike. To them and to the
rest of his family, all of us who profited by this
man’s faith and friendship offer our deep con-
dolences and prayers.

Don’s legacy lives on not only in his children
and grandchild, but in the scores of people in-
fluenced and inspired by him to dedicate
themselves to lives of public service for the
improvement of our society.
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to pay tribute to an exceptional
young man, Mr. Steven Bentley, who has de-
voted much hard-earned effort to achieving
the Boy Scout’s highest rank of Eagle Scout.
This award reflects great initiative, determina-
tion, and hard work.

Steven received his Eagle Scout badge by
completing sorely needed renovations to Old
St. Mary’s Church hall, one of the oldest
Roman Catholic churches in Rhode Island.

Steven is an example of the best of Ameri-
ca’s youth, those dedicated to improving life in
their community and who strive to reach their
highest potential.

The 16-year-old son of Bruce and Patricia
Bentley, Steven resides in West Warwick, RI,
where he is a student at West Warwick High
School. I am sure his parents are extremely
proud of their son’s achievement. I have con-
fidence that the Boy Scouts have prepared
him to face life’s challenges with great deter-
mination and character. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Rhode Island, I would like to thank Ste-
ven for his service to the community and wish
him great success in the future.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on April 12,
1997, Radio Vision, a service organization in
the 20th District of New York will be celebrat-
ing it’s 17th annual Volunteer Recognition
Day.

Radio Vision is a closed-circuit radio broad-
casting service that provides news and infor-
mation for the blind and sight impaired
throughout five counties in the Hudson Valley
region of New York. Radio Vision, which is
staffed completely by volunteers, gives the op-
portunity for hundreds of sight-impaired per-
sons to learn more of what is occurring around
them.

A sight impaired person’s access to the
media is limited to listening to radio and tele-
vision broadcasts that only briefly outline na-
tional and international news. For a person
that has difficulty holding or reading a news-
paper, local news and happenings—such as
which stores have sales, where new facilities
have opened in the vicinity, and what our
neighbors are accomplishing—is difficult to ob-
tain.

Radio Vision provides a free-closed-circuit
radio to people who require help in getting
news. The 105 dedicated volunteers read local
news, topical literature, shopping hints and
other vital information to more than 400 blind,
sight impaired or otherwise disabled Hudson
Valley residents who subscribe to the Radio
Vision service.

Their voluntary hard work has enriched the
lives of many of our constituents, and I am
proud to note their good works to my col-
leagues.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I would like to take a moment to honor a cou-
rageous man and to try to shed some light on
the tragic disease which he courageously
fought. Larry Bienstock was my constituent
and lived on the Upper East Side of Manhat-
tan. He attended Columbia University and re-
ceived his law degree from New York Univer-
sity. Everyone who knew him, even in pass-
ing, was amazed at his searing intelligence,
his fierce independence, and, above all, his
unwavering commitment to the cause of
dystonia. Unfortunately, Larry knew dystonia
well.

Generalized dystonia symptoms began
when he was a boy and progressed in adult-
hood to the point of confining him to a wheel-
chair. Yet despite the cruel nature of this de-
bilitating disease, Larry’s spirit never damp-
ened. During the many years that I knew and
worked with Larry, I learned directly from him
about his battle with dystonia.

Dystonia is a neurological disorder charac-
terized by severe involuntary muscle contrac-
tions and sustained postures. There are sev-
eral different types of dystonia, such as: gen-
eralized dystonia which afflicts many parts of
the body and usually begins in childhood;
focal dystonias affecting one specific part of
the body such as the eyelids, vocal cords,
neck, arms, hands or feet; and secondary
dystonia which is secondary to injury or other
brain illness.

There is no definitive test for dystonia and
many primary care doctors have never seen a
case of it. These facts coupled with its varied
presentations make it difficult to correctly diag-
nose. It is estimated that 85% of those suffer-
ing from dystonia are not diagnosed or have
been misdiagnosed. Because of the complica-
tions with diagnosing the disease, it is difficult
to determine the number of people who are af-
fected by it. The Dystonia Medical Research
Foundation estimates that approximately
300,000 individuals in North America alone
suffer from some form of dystonia.

Unembarrassed by his condition, Larry and
his wheelchair went traveling often—to lobby
for funding in the halls of the Capitol, to the
boulevards of Paris, to symposia and social
events related to dystonia. Throughout his life,
Larry was always a fighter for research into
the cause and treatment of dystonia.

Larry was active in politics, volunteering on
political campaigns and with the local Demo-
cratic party. He felt that government belonged
to the people and he always took advantage
of opportunities to speak out on issues he felt
strongly about. He spread his word via the
Internet and created a web page for the
Dystonia Medical Research Foundation, which
can be found at: http://www.ziplink.net/users/
dystonia/.

Larry saw e-mail and his web page as pow-
erful tools for bringing together people con-
cerned about dystonia and for establishing a
strong collective voice for advocacy. Larry
Bienstock provided a model of courage, perse-
verance, and independence.

When he passed away recently, Larry
Bienstock left a legacy of activism and advo-
cacy. He taught me about dystonia, and more
importantly, about the undying human spirit.
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