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countless community organizations and has
been recognized for her efforts with numerous
awards and commendations. Among her more
recent honors are an honorary degree from
Aquinas College, the Giant’s Award from the
Coalition of Grand Rapids Organizations, the
Grand Rapids Y.W.C.A.’s Tribute to Women
Award, and the Grand Rapids NAACP Role
Model Award; she has also been inducted into
the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame.

Widowed twice, Helen was married to jour-
nalist Earl Wilkens, who died of tuberculosis at
an early age. She later married Dr. Robert
Claytor, the first black physician in Grand Rap-
ids. Throughout her years, Helen has been
blessed with the support of a very loving and
caring family that includes her three children,
Roger Wilkens, Judith Claytor, and Sharon
Claytor Peters.

Mr. Speaker, there is not enough time in the
day to thoroughly highlight the many contribu-
tions that Helen had made to our society.
Celebrating 90 years of life is truly a blessing.
I want to again personally extend my heartfelt
wishes to Helen for a joyous day of celebra-
tion with her family and many friends that will
gather to honor her on April 17 at the Grand
Rapids YWCA. Thank you, Helen, for being
the outstanding citizen that you are.
f
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to announce Anna-Marie Strange,
daughter of Beth and Sam Strange of Kasilof,
as the latest Kenai Peninsula recipient of the
Girl Scout Gold Award. Anna-Marie, a fifth
generation Alaskan, is the granddaughter of
Barbara and Ed Meier and Tom and Ned
Strange, Anchorage.

Anna-Marie a member of Senior Troop 994,
has been active in Girl Scouting for 11 years
and recently received a Lifetime Membership
in Girl Scouting as a gift from her long time
Girl Scout mentor. For several years she
served as an A.C.E. (junior counselor), at the
Rainbow Trails Girl Scout Day Camp, and was
a unit leader at the Nikiski Day Camp in 1994.
She also completed the leader in training and
counselor in training programs. In 1994, she
traveled to Hokkaido, Japan with Susitna
Council’s Japanese Exchange Program. Dur-
ing the 1995–96 school year Anna-Marie
served as a leader for Daisy Girl Scout Troop
32, Tustumena School. She has also worked
as junior core-staff for the 1993 and 1995
Susitna Council encampments.

For her Girl Scout Gold Award project,
Anna-Marie cross-referenced the Project
WILD, Project Learning Tree, programs as
well as the films and activities available at the
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge with the var-
ious levels of the Girl Scout program. She
then compiled a book for local leaders to use
when incorporating outdoor activities in their
troop programming. To culminate and test out
her completed project, Anna-Marie hosted a
Wide-Game for local Girl Scouts at the refuge
in late August.

In addition to Girl Scouting, Anna-Marie has
been active in many outside activities. She

participated in swim team and cross-country
skiing at Skyview, played the bassoon in both
the Kenai Peninsula Community Band and Or-
chestra, and is active in Soldotna Methodist
Church. She was salutatorian of Skyview High
School, Band Student of the Year, and a
member of the All State Honor Band and Bor-
ough Honor Band. She received the John Phil-
ip Sousa Award and Marine Corps Semper Fi
Award in 1996. She is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and Japanese Club, and
received a Student of the Year scholarship
from the Soldotna Chamber of Commerce.
Anna-Marie is a certified life guard and swim-
ming instructor, and worked at the Skyview
pool for the past year. She also volunteered
as assistant waterfront director for the local
Cub Scout day camp in 1995 and in 1996 at
the exhibits department of the Palmer State
Fair.

Anna-Marie is now a freshman at Gustavus
Adolphus College, Minnesota, majoring in
music education.
f
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Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, because I
was unavoidably detained in the 15th Con-
gressional District of Michigan, I was not
present at rollcall vote No. 72 and rollcall vote
No. 73. Had I been present for these votes, I
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall vote No. 72
and ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall vote No. 73.
f
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Brian Blankenburg of North Olmsted, OH, who
will be honored this month for his recent at-
tainment of Eagle Scout.

The attainment of Eagle Scout is a high and
rare honor requiring years of dedication to
self-improvement, hard work, and the commu-
nity. Each Eagle Scout must earn 21 merit
badges, 12 of which are required, including
badges in: lifesaving; first aid; citizenship in
the community; citizenship in the Nation; citi-
zenship in the world; personal management of
time and money; family life; environmental
science; and camping.

In addition to acquiring and proving pro-
ficiency in those and other skills, an Eagle
Scout must hold leadership positions within
the troop where he learns to earn the respect
and hear the criticism of those he leads.

The Eagle Scout must live by the Scouting
Law, which holds that he must be: trustworthy,
loyal, brave, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind,
obedient, cheerful, thrifty, clean, and reverent.

And the Eagle Scout must complete an
Eagle project, which he must plan, finance,
and evaluate on his own. It is no wonder that
only 2 percent of all boys entering scouting
achieve this rank.

Brian’s Eagle project was the repair, refur-
bishing, and repainting of ticket booths and

parking lot lampposts at North Olmsted High
School.

My fellow colleagues, let us join Boy Scouts
of America Troop 53 in recognizing and prais-
ing Brian for his achievement.
f
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Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the Veterans’ Nursing Care Availability
Act of 1997. This important legislation will help
correct a flaw that exists in the way that the
Department of Veterans Affairs ranks applica-
tions for its State Extended Care Facilities
Grant Program.

The State Extended Care Facilities Grant
Program provides Federal funding for up to 65
percent of the total cost for the construction of
State veterans nursing homes. Many States
have been desperately trying to get a grant
under this program to assist in the construc-
tion of State veterans nursing homes. How-
ever, despite documented need, they have
been unable to get the Federal funding nec-
essary to move forward.

Because of the overall inequity of the sys-
tem that the VA uses to rank State applica-
tions, I have decided to introduce legislation
that will ensure that States with the greatest
veteran need receive priority funding.

The current system that the VA uses to rank
State applications gives priority to States that
have never received a similar grant in the
past. While on the surface this may seem log-
ical, the practical effect is that States with the
highest veteran’s need are often neglected be-
cause they received a grant sometime in the
past. As a matter of fairness, I believe applica-
tions should be ranked solely on the needs of
veterans.

The legislation I am introducing will correct
this inequity by ensuring that States with the
highest need receive priority. The Department
of Veterans Affairs has determined that there
should be 4 nursing home beds for every
1,000 veterans in a State. Using this deter-
mination, my bill would have applications
based on a formula where veteran need is de-
fined as a number of veterans in the State
multiplied by 4 and divided by 1,000 (need =
vet. population * 4/1,000).

Mr. Speaker, this is an important piece of
legislation for our Nation’s veterans. I urge all
of my colleagues to join me in working for its
enactment.
f
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, today, I would like
to praise a woman whose contributions are
the kind which go unnoticed by society at
large but which mean so much to the people
who are directly affected. Tisbe Falcone
DiMeo is such a person. For more than 20
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years she has worked at the board of edu-
cation in Public School 87 in the Bronx where
she was a school lunch aide. But it was the
personality and charm she brought to the
kitchen which made it distinct. Mrs. DiMeo
turned this into an area where teachers would
come to relax, to talk about work and them-
selves, to take that vital time which reinvigo-
rates us. That kitchen was such a center of
the school that the principals would drop in to
become a closer part of that small community.
Mrs. DiMeo personifies the person we all re-
member who made school more like home
than an institution, the one we always speak
foundly of. As a former teacher I can appre-
ciate the atmosphere created by such a per-
son. I have also had the opportunity to witness
first hand the warmth and charm of this caring
individual. She is the mother-in-law of my ad-
ministrative assistant, John Calvelli.

On the evening of Friday, April 11, 1997,
members and friends of PS 87 will be hosting
a dinner to celebrate a new chapter in Mrs.
DiMeo’s life: her retirement. I salute her and
thank her for all she has given to the school,
its teachers and its students, and con-
sequently to our community. I look forward to
sharing many special events in the coming
years with her and the entire DiMeo family.
f
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found pleasure that I congratulate today an
exemplary community and religious leader,
Rev. Thomas Boyd of the Salem Missionary
Baptist Church. He has devoted 50 years of
his life to the church, 37 of those to the Salem
Missionary Baptist Church alone.

Reverend Boyd has been an invaluable spir-
itual leader. He plays a vitally important role in
the community to the many who over the
years have come to depend on his warm heart
and kind words. His dedication and service to
the church is testament to what a commit-
ment, in this case to the faith, requires of us
all. His leadership is inspirational and extends
well beyond the reaches of his congregation.
As public servants we should draw from his
example and strive to emulate this level of
commitment.

I ask my colleagues to join me in extending
a hearty congratulations to Reverend Boyd for
his 50 years of religious service. And also to
the Salem Missionary Baptist Church, for pro-
viding him a base from which to build a spir-
itual home for the people of Brooklyn.
f
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Mr. BRYANT. Mr. Speaker, may it be known
that the Vikings of Perry County High School

in Perry County, TN, are Class A basketball
champions. The feat gave Perry County High
School its sixth State Championship Trophy
for basketball since 1955.

Twenty-eight times during their regular sea-
son, these Vikings took to the hardwood floors
of Tennessee’s high school gymnasiums to
measure their metal. And those 28 competi-
tions brought upon them the inspiring thrill of
success and victory. Indeed, their numerous
regular season achievements, coupled with a
sheer desire to win, would carry them to vic-
tory throughout the district, regional, sub-
State, and the pinnacle of high school basket-
ball, the State Tournament.

Coach Bruce Slatten is to be commended
for such a fine year of coaching. Without his
unwavering guidance and devotion to his play-
ers, this team would likely not have been the
same. Seniors Phillip Carroll, Kirk Haston,
Chris Jones, and Chad Marrs undoubtedly
showed team leadership throughout the year.
Other players who made this team a success
include Cory Brown, Nick Coble, Shannon
Hamm, Ben Mercer, Mitchell Rhodes, Blake
Warren, Barton Coble, Clay Pope, Josh War-
ren, Dan McEwen, and Josh Walker. Team
managers Kenny Tohn, Adam Trull, and Ryan
Parnell lent helping hands, as did statisticians
Jeremy Hester and Troy Himes, and camera-
man Michael Jones.

Four Vikings would go on to earn All-State
Tournament honors—Cory Brown, Kirk
Haston, Chris Jones, and Mitchell Rhodes. Mr.
Haston was named the Single A State Tour-
nament’s ‘‘Most Valuable Player,’’ and for the
second year in a row, was named ‘‘Mr. Bas-
ketball’’ in Tennessee Single A basketball.

I am proud to see Perry County High School
uphold its winning and championship tradition
in high school basketball, and wish this team
the best of luck in all their future endeavors.
f
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 55
years ago this month, the first sit-in took
place. It was at the Jack Spratt Coffee Shop
in Chicago, IL. It was conceived, organized,
and led by James Farmer.

Fifty years ago, in 1947, in followup to the
1946 Supreme Court ruling that blacks could
not be forced to sit in the back of buses travel-
ing interstate, Farmer led CORE members in
a challenge to the practice of segregated seat-
ing. On what he called the journey of reconcili-
ation, they traveled through Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, and West Virginia. Some
members of that group, including Bayard
Rustin, were arrested and served 30 days on
a chain gang in North Carolina for having vio-
lated local segregation laws.

These are among the little known but critical
events on the road to equal rights and equal
protection under the law in the United States.
Better known are the Freedom Rides. James
Farmer orchestrated them, too.

Tireless and committed, Jim Farmer led 13
of us—an interracial group of young men and
women whom he had helped train in the
Ghandian principles of direct action and non-
violence—on a journey toward freedom,

through the deep South. There was violence
all around. Our buses were burned. We were
beaten. But, we never turned back.

The Freedom Rides catapulted Birmingham
police commissioner, Bull Connor, onto the
front page of major newspapers around the
world. The Freedom Rides opened Bobby
Kennedy’s eyes to the intransigence of South-
ern segregationists and the need for the Fed-
eral Government to intervene in the struggle
for civil rights. And the Freedom Rides brought
down the white only and colored signs that
had been hung over every bus seat, terminal
bench, toilet, and water fountain in the South.

Although he was one of the ‘‘Big Six’’ lead-
ers of the civil rights movement, a planner of
the 1963 march on Washington and scheduled
to speak at the march, Jim Farmer didn’t
make it to the march. He was in jail in Louisi-
ana at the time; and, while he could have
been released, he chose to stay with the 200
others who had marched in Plaquemine earlier
in the week protesting the inhumane treatment
of black people in that parish.

Almost a month later, the Plaquemine pro-
testers were released. However, the only way
Farmer was able to escape Louisiana was in
a coffin in the back of a hearse. The State
troopers had vowed to find him and kill.

Referred to as a ‘‘young negro aristocrat,’’
Farmer was born in Texas, where his father
was the first black person to earn a Ph.D. de-
gree. Today, he is 77 years old. He is blind.
He has lost the use of both of his legs. He is
not in good health.

He is still teaching at Mary Washington Col-
lege in Fredericksburg, VA, where is he Distin-
guished Professor of History and American
Studies. He continues to inspire his students
and all those who come in contact with him to
set goals, direct their actions, lead, be cre-
ative, have vision and keep the faith.

I invite my colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to James Farmer, one of our Nation’s
greatest heros, his work, his legacy, and his
life.
f
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I reintro-

duce the Fair Pay Act [FPA], a bill that would
require employers to pay equal wages to em-
ployees in comparable jobs in an effort to rem-
edy the pay inequities which women continue
to endure. I introduce the bill today, the day
before Pay Inequity Day, because that is the
day on which women finally earn what men
earned in the previous calendar year. I have
introduced this legislation each Congress with
increasing support in both the House and the
Senate, and I hope to have even more sup-
port in the 105th Congress. The bill already
has 25 original cosponsors.

American families are becoming more and
more dependent on women’s wages. Today,
40 percent of all working women have children
under 18. In two-parent families, 66 percent of
the women work, and the number of female-
headed households has more than doubled
since 1970.

Although most American families today must
rely heavily on women’s wages, women con-
tinue to earn less than their male counterparts
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