April 17, 1997

IN SUPPORT OF SENATE
RESOLUTION 72

e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, | rise
today in support of Senate Resolution
72, to allow disabled people with floor
privileges to bring supporting services
onto the floor with them when appro-
priate. For years, the disability com-
munity has fought for the right to be
included and to be brought into the
economic and social mainstream of
American life. This resolution rep-
resents one more step forward in that
long struggle to win equal treatment.

Throughout our history, the rules of
the Senate have served us extraor-
dinarily well. They enable us to pre-
serve order and decorum so that the af-
fairs of our Nation can be debated, dis-
cussed, and considered in a reasoned,
deliberate manner. Yet, as is true of
any set of rules, occasionally the need
for change becomes apparent. Such a
moment occurred in the Senate on
Monday when a Senator sought floor
privileges for a member of his staff who
is blind and utilizes a guide dog in her
work.

As a body, we responded to this mo-
ment as we should have: Carefully, de-
liberately, and swiftly. The staff mem-
ber in question was granted access to
the floor, and Senate Resolution 72 was
promptly referred to the Committee on
Rules and Administration. 1 am hope-
ful that, in due course, we will revise
our rules to allow all people with dis-
abilities to bring supporting services
with them to the floor when appro-
priate.

Former Senator Lowell Weicker of
my home State once said that people
with disabilities spend a lifetime over-
coming not what God wrought but
what man imposed by custom and law.
This resolution gratefully eliminates
some of those customs and laws. It is
an important step for disabled Ameri-
cans, for the Senate, and for the entire
country.

U.S. ATTORNEY CHUCK STEVENS

® Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, |
rise today to pay tribute to a trusted
colleague and dedicated public servant,
Chuck Stevens. During his three-and-a-
half-year tenure as the United States
Attorney for the Eastern District of
California, he compiled an undeniably
strong record. However, what may be
most impressive about Chuck is his
self-effacing demeanor in a position
that often requires being pushed into
the limelight.

Chuck Stevens’ career exemplifies
the kind of integrity, dedication and
skills essential for anyone who seeks to
be an effective public servant. His suc-
cess at the helm of the Eastern District
in California so early in his career un-
doubtedly will be followed by great ac-
complishments in the future.

A native of Cranford, NJ, Mr. Stevens
moved to California to study law at the
University of California, Berkeley
where he graduated in 1982. Prior to his
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current position, he worked as a litiga-
tor in complex cases in the private sec-
tor and as an Assistant United States
Attorney.

Mr. Stevens returned to public serv-
ice when he was appointed by President
Clinton in November 1993 to be the
United States Attorney for the Eastern
District of California. | had the honor
of recommending Mr. Stevens to the
President for appointment.

Since then, Chuck has succeeded in
prosecuting a multitude of crimes—
from hate crimes to political corrup-
tion to halting health care fraud—with
distinction and diligence. He was also
appointed by United States Attorney
General Reno to serve on her advisory
committee representing United States
Attorneys across the nation.

The Sacramento-based Eastern Dis-
trict of California is the tenth largest
of the Nation’s 94 Federal judicial dis-
tricts. It covers 34 counties with 6 mil-
lion residents scattered across 87,000
square miles from Oregon to Los Ange-
les and Nevada to the coastal range.

Members of the legal community and
Federal investigative agents give Mr.
Stevens universally high marks for his
job performance. He is credited with
having ‘““no ego about himself and his
work, unlike most lawyers,’”’ according
to Sacramento based Federal Defender
Quin Denvir. As anyone who has
worked with Chuck knows, his work
speaks for itself.

Recently, Mr. Stevens’ office has
handled the weighty responsibility of
trying the Unabomber case for inci-
dents that occurred in California. Due
to Mr. Stevens’ leadership, Sacramento
was considered as a site for the Federal
trial against Ted Kacyzinski. It comes
as no surprise that this case has been
handled without fanfare, but with the
utmost professionalism Mr. Stevens is
known for.

Chuck has always been ready and
able to provide valuable advice on
some of the State’s most troubling
problems. He is one of the most prac-
tical problem solvers in the criminal
justice system.

Chuck leaves the United States At-
torney’s office to form his own law
firm in California’s capitol with his
predecessor, former United States At-
torney George O’Connell. I am sure
this formidable pair will quickly make
its mark in the Sacramento legal com-
munity.

Congratulations, Chuck, on the great
opportunities that lie ahead and thank
you for your outstanding public service
to the people of this State and this Na-
tion.e

TRIBUTE TO DR. VARTAN GREGO-

RIAN, PRESIDENT OF BROWN
UNIVERSITY
e Mr. REED. Mr. President, | rise

today to commend a fellow Rhode Is-
lander and friend, Dr. Vartan Grego-
rian. On January 6, Dr. Gregorian an-
nounced that he will leave his post as
president of Brown University in Provi-
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dence, RI, to become President of the
Carnegie Corp. After 9 years on College
Hill, he leaves behind a flourishing
campus and community. Brown has
more than doubled its endowment dur-
ing his tenure. An ambitious capital
campaign has raised over $500 million
under Dr. Gregorian’s leadership, and
he has brought 275 new faculty mem-
bers to Brown, including 72 new profes-
sors.

But, Mr. President, the true measure
of Vartan Gregorian is not his skill as
an administrator, booster, and fund
raiser, it is his passion for teaching and
learning. Even in the midst of the de-
mands of his presidency, he has man-
aged to find time to continue to teach,
and | understand that he also contin-
ues to serve as an advisor for several
fortunate students. In this regard, he is
unique among his peers, and they rec-
ognize his prodigious efforts. James
Freedman, president of Dartmouth,
said of Dr. Gregorian, ‘““He commu-
nicates the joy of learning.”

Vartan Gregorian’s interest in edu-
cation is not limited to Brown or to
other institutions of higher learning.
He is deeply concerned about the condi-
tion of the Nation’s public schools. As
his colleague, Theodore Sizer, said re-
cently, ““No lvy League president has
put his shoulder to the wheel of public
education more than Vartan Grego-
rian.”

Last month, Dr. Gregorian wrote an
article in Parade magazine entitled ‘“10
Things You Can Do to Make Our
Schools Better.”” Mr. President, | com-
mend this article to my colleagues, and
I hope all Senators read and benefit
from Dr. Gregorian’s observations, par-
ticularly that it is everyone’s job to
help improve our public schools. Mr.
President, | ask that Dr. Gregorian’s
article be printed in the RECORD follow-
ing my remarks.

Mr. President, no matter where he
has gone, Vartan Gregorian has taken
his appreciation for education and left
behind him successful institutions and
inspired students. Brown, Providence,
and Rhode Island will miss him, but we
know he will stay in close touch and
that he will continue to lead at his new
post at the Carnegie Corp. We wish him
well.

The article follows:

10 THINGS You CAN Do To MAKE OUR SCHOOLS
BETTER
(By Vartan Gregorian)

When | was invited by Parade to write an
article about improving our public edu-
cational system, | thought for a moment of
titling it ““In Praise of Public School Teach-
ers.” This is because, while our schools badly
need reform and upgrading, the responsibil-
ity for their problems cannot simply be
dumped on our teachers, who by and large
are a dedicated, hardworking and under-
valued corps of professionals.

In fact, even as we acknowledge that our
public schools need help, we ought to recog-
nize their achievements and successes along
with their shortcomings. They face problems
that reflect those of our entire society, and
they have to contend with burdens and re-
strictions that don’t affect most of the pri-
vate and parochial schools with which they



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-28T17:14:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




