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LET’S APPLY THE GORE-McCAIN
ACT TO RUSSIA AND CHINA

HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 1997

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert for the record an article by Bill Gertz of
the Washington Times which reveals Russian
efforts to sell missiles to the rogue nation of
Iran. This follows on the heels of a previous
Russian deal to supply Iran with nuclear reac-
tor technology, as well as recent Communist
Chinese sales of anti-ship missiles and other
weaponry to Tehran.

The Clinton administration’s nonresponse to
these developments is astonishing, especially
in light of the fact that while a Senator, Vice-
President GORE authored the 1992 Iran-Iraq
Non-Proliferation Act, otherwise known as the
Gore-McCain Act. The law requires sanctions
against nations which knowingly supply Iran or
Iraq with advanced conventional weaponry or
technology that could contribute to their acqui-
sition of weapons of mass destruction.

Mr. Speaker, nothing could be clearer than
the applicability of this law to Russia’s and
China’s arming of Iran. We should apply the
law, now.
[From the Washington Times, Apr. 23, 1997]

RUSSIA SELLS MISSILES TO IRAN

TERRORISTS TO GET LATEST ARMS

(By Bill Gertz)
Russia is selling advanced air-defense sys-

tems to Iran, including the latest version of
a hand-held anti-aircraft missile that Tehran
intends to provide to Hezbollah terrorists,
The Washington Times has learned.

Such transactions would violate a pledge
Russian President Boris Yeltsin made during
the 1994 summit with President Clinton to
block all new conventional arms sales to
Iran.

The missile sales talks took place in Feb-
ruary and last month between Iranian intel-
ligence agents and Russian arms brokers in
Moscow, who offered S–300 series anti-air-
craft missiles for sale at discount prices,
Pentagon intelligence officials said.

The talks included the proposed sale by
Moscow arms dealers of up to 500 advanced
‘‘Igla’’ anti-aircraft missiles worth more
than $50,000 each, according to U.S. intel-
ligence information. The officials identified
the missiles as SA–18s.

Other arms deals involve proposed sales of
T–72 tanks and Mi–17 helicopters. They are
said to include one of Russia’s intelligence
services. The deals are being made outside
the official Russian government arms sales
agency.

The Pentagon officials said Iran’s Ministry
of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics is in-
volved in buying the shoulder-fired Iglas, and
plans to supply some of them to Hezbollah,
the pro-Iranian group based in Lebanon that
has been blamed for many international ter-
rorist attacks.

The officials said a scientific and technical
arm of the Iranian intelligence service that
acquires foreign technology for Iran’s weap-
ons programs is involved in some of the

weapons purchases. This indicates the weap-
ons may be used by Tehran as models for
local production.

It could not be learned whether the U.S.
government has tried to halt the missile
sales.

Vincent Cannistraro, a former CIA
counterterrorism official, said the Iglas
would give Hezbollah more effective capa-
bilities for attacking Israeli helicopters and
jets over southern Lebanon.

‘‘It vastly increases the risk and danger to
Israeli aircraft, and because they are trans-
portable, they could be smuggled into Is-
rael,’’ he said.

Hezbollah also could use the Iglas for at-
tacks on civilian airliners, although less-ca-
pable shoulder-fired missiles already are in
the hands of terrorists, Mr. Cannistraro said.

There are few reported cases of civil air-
craft being shot down by shoulder-fired mis-
siles.

Most Israeli military operations in south-
ern Lebanon involve helicopter gunships,
troop transports or U.S.-made warplanes.

The Pentagon officials said two S–300 sys-
tems with 96 missiles that were manufac-
tured near Moscow this year are being of-
fered to Iran for $180 million—$20 million less
than the price charged by Russia’s state
arms exporter, Rosvooruzheniye.

The systems are either advanced SA–10s or
the newer SA–12, both part of the S–300 se-
ries—weapons that are very effective against
warplanes and have some capabilities for
shooting down short-range missiles.

The S–300s would be delivered in two ship-
ments within a year of signing a contract,
the officials said.

The February talks between Iranian offi-
cials and Russian arms brokers involved the
sale of three older SA–10 systems and 36 mis-
siles worth about $90 million.

That deal, for SA–10s from components in
Russia, Croatia and Kazakhstan, fell through
but is now being brokered by a colonel in the
Kazakh army, the Pentagon officials said.

The SAMs would vastly improve Iran’s air
defenses, which now include U.S.-made
Hawks and older Russian and Chinese SA–2
and SA–5 systems.

Iran is in the process of building up a na-
tionwide air defense system and recently
purchased several advanced air defense ra-
dars from China capable of tracking up to 100
targets simultaneously.

According to the publication ‘‘Russia’s
Arms Catalogue,’’ produced by the Russian
Defense Ministry, the advanced S–300 has a
range of three to 92 miles; the Igla has a
range of 30 feet to about 10,500 feet.

Iranian intelligence agents also are trying
to buy tanks and helicopters from unofficial
Russian arms brokers. The Pentagon offi-
cials said the tanks probably are T–72s and
the helicopters are Mi–17 transports.

Disclosure of the secret Iran-Russia arms
deals comes as Iranian government officials
are visiting Russia.

Mr. Yeltsin met Friday in Moscow with
Iranian parliamentary speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq-Nouri and said cooperation between
the two countries was ‘‘good, positive and
with a tendency toward growth.’’

The speaker, a possible presidential can-
didate in upcoming elections, signed several
industrial, cultural and scientific agree-
ments, including a pact to coproduce
Tupulev jetliners.

Russia is Iran’s largest arms supplier and
has sold three Kilo-class submarines, several
squadrons of MiG–29 fighter-bombers and re-
lated missiles.

Russian officials say Iranian military con-
tracts with Rosvooruzheniye are worth about
$1 billion a year; they noted that in 1995 Mos-
cow and Tehran signed an $800 million deal
for nuclear reactors to be built in Iran.

The United States has tried in vain to stop
Moscow from selling the reactors.

In February, Vice President Al Gore com-
plained to Russian officials about the coun-
try’s transfer of SS–4 medium-range missile
technology to Iran. Russian Prime Minister
Victor Chernomydrin reportedly denied any
SS–4 technology had been sold to Iran, be-
cause it would have violated Mr. Yeltsin’s
pledge not to conclude new arms deals with
Tehran.
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JOHN FORTHMAN: A COMMUNITY
HERO

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 1997

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize an extraordinary citizen who has
given much to his community. Mr. John
Forthman, who resides in Lilbourn, MO, in my
congressional district, is an exceptional indi-
vidual and a role model to every American.

Mr. Forthman has worked with the New Ma-
drid County Civil Defense for 9 years. His
services have included storm spotting, emer-
gency organization, and disaster relief. In
1992, he obtained his EMT license in order to
better respond to medical emergencies within
the community. Since then, he has been work-
ing with the New Madrid County ambulance
service and attending continuing education
classes in emergency medicine. He has also
been a volunteer firefighter for the city of
Lilbourn for over 8 years. For the last 2 years,
he has filled the position of fire chief, playing
an integral role in building a much-needed fire
station for his hometown of Lilbourn.

Mr. Forthman’s service to the community
doesn’t stop there; he is also a reserve deputy
for the New Madrid County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He is a commissioned deputy and
works to assist the full-time officers to prevent
crime in the area.

It would seem that with these numerous ac-
tivities, Mr. Forthman would have time for
nothing else. Yet, he is involved in the area
Little League and various high school athletics
and works full time for the Electric Cooperative
New Madrid Powerplant, where he has been
for the last 20 years. He also spends much
time with his wife and two children.

Citizens such as Mr. Forthman are unfortu-
nately few and far between. The people of
Lilbourn are lucky to know John Forthman,
and I am proud to recognize him for his many
achievements.
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