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[Mr. SMITH] were added as cosponsors
of Senate Joint Resolution 6, a joint
resolution proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States
to protect the rights of crime victims.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 7

At the request of Mr. SARBANES, the
names of the Senator from New York
[Mr. MOYNIHAN] and the Senator from
Alaska [Mr. MURKOWSKI] were added as
cosponsors of Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution 7, a concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that
Federal retirement cost-of-living ad-
justments should not be delayed.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 13

At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia [Mr.
COVERDELL] was added as a cosponsor
of Senate Concurrent Resolution 13, a
concurrent resolution expressing the
sense of Congress regarding the display
of the Ten Commandments by Judge
Roy S. Moore, a judge on the circuit
court of the State of Alabama.
f

NOTICE OF HEARING
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Subcommittee on Public
Health and Safety, Senate Committee
on Labor and Human Resources will be
held on Friday, April 25, 1997, 9:30 a.m.,
in SD–430 of the Senate Dirksen Build-
ing. The subject of the hearing is ‘‘The
U.S. Healthcare Workforce: Realigning
to Meet the Future.’’ For further infor-
mation, please call the committee, 202/
224–5375.
f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Armed Services be authorized to
meet at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, April 23,
1997, to receive testimony on the Ad-
ministration’s proposal on NATO en-
largement.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on April 23, 1997, at 9:30 a.m. on the
nominations of Kerri-Ann Jones of
Maryland, and Jerry M. Melillo of Mas-
sachusetts, to be associate directors of
the Office of Science and Technology
Policy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the Fi-
nance Committee requests unanimous
consent to conduct a hearing on
Wednesday, April 23, 1997, beginning at
10 a.m. in room 215 Dirksen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Committee to
meet on Wednesday, April 23, 1997, at 10
a.m., for a hearing on S. 261, Biennial
Budgeting and Appropriations Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, April 23, 1997, at 10 a.m.,
to hold a hearing on ‘‘Gangs—A Na-
tional Crisis.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources be
authorized to meet for a hearing on Re-
authorization of Higher Education,
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 23, 1997, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 23, 1997, at
2:30 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on in-
telligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTE ON MANUFACTURING AND
COMPETITIVENESS

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Manufac-
turing and Competitiveness sub-
committee of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on April
23, 1997, at 10 a.m. on the current state
of manufacturing in the United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

EARTH DAY 1997

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to take a few moments to
discuss our environment following
Earth Day 1997.

In consideration of the 27th annual
commemoration of Earth Day, the
American people should remember that
they have been fortunate to live in an
industrialized and prosperous society
that has afforded environmental pro-
tection. Growing consumer demand for
parks, improved air quality, and open
land for hunting and hiking is largely
responsible for improving the quality
and quantity of ecological resources.
Advances in technology, production
methods, and manufacturing practices,
an offshoot of our economic growth,
have resulted in less pollution.

However, Mr. President, Earth Day
in 1970 was not the beginning of

environmentalism in this Nation.
Rather, it was evidence of a trend.
Since the turn of the century, a strong
conservation movement, led by rural
interests, wanted national policy that
would manage those resources they de-
pended on to survive. Beginning with
the passage of the Wilderness Act, Con-
gress responded to those interests. In
the last 27 years, the United States has
continued to make great strides in im-
proving the quality of its environment.

The United States of America has be-
come a world leader in so many envi-
ronmental areas. The Clean Air Act
has been strengthened, and the Clean
Water Act and the reauthorization of
the Safe Drinking Water Act have im-
proved the quality of our Nation’s envi-
ronment. We can take pride in the
progress that has been made in the last
27 years since the first Earth day, and
we have learned a great deal. We are in
far better shape than we were in 1970.

According to the EPA, between 1970–
95, air pollutants have decreased sub-
stantially. EPA has also observed that
our rivers, lakes, and coastal waters
are cleaner today than 25 years ago.
Carol Browner, Administrator of the
EPA, stated yesterday that the United
States has the best drinking water in
the world. We now recycle almost 35
percent of our municipal waste, 40 per-
cent of all paper, and 60 percent of all
aluminum cans. Our children consider
recycling a way of life.

Since 1970, air pollution has been
steadily declining, despite the fact that
the U.S. population has increased by 28
percent and vehicle travel has in-
creased by 116 percent. This is due in
large part to advanced emissions equip-
ment on newer cars. But we have
learned as a people to change our per-
sonal habits as we demand that indus-
try change theirs. Air pollution, for ex-
ample, would continue to be greatly
improved if people kept their vehicles,
old and new, tuned up.

Mr. President, we know that humans
will inevitably effect the environment
because they are an inherent part of
nature itself. We are not in a battle
against the environment; rather, we
now know that we are interdependent.
Congress has further learned that top-
down administration and imposition of
regulations may not achieve the goal
of true interdependence, but incen-
tives, cooperation, respect for property
rights, and more local control does. As
most Americans have come to learn, if
you want a better society, you build it
yourself.

The term ‘‘sustainability’’ has come
to represent our Nation’s environ-
mental goals. Activists, entrepreneurs,
and scientists are being successfully
linked with ecosystems. Technological
advancements have shown us how to
improve the environment. Programs
such as the Waste-management Edu-
cation and Research Consortium, or
WERC, which I put together several
years ago, are the future of environ-
mental protection, not top-down regu-
lation imposing unfunded mandates to
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states. Let us leave local environ-
mental issues to the locals.

Sustainability is a goal best realized
with local initiative. This Nation needs
more flexible, market-oriented regula-
tions that allow businesses more op-
tions for controlling pollution but that
retain limitations on overall dis-
charges. Concern and cooperation has
bred environmental self-reliant activ-
ism.

Communities have just now been able
to achieve the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards, and air quality is
improving. According to the EPA, air
pollutants have greatly decreased since
the first Earth Day. Let’s let commu-
nities continue to improve, rather than
impose strict and costly new air qual-
ity standards before we know that they
are based in sound science. We should
be proud that we are reaping the bene-
fits of our current standards.

The working people of this country
appreciate and have a healthy respect
for nature. People who live on the land
are closer to nature. Coming from New
Mexico, I see the interdependence and
cooperation of agricultural, timber, na-
tive American, urban and environ-
mental interests. Congress has funded
such programs as my initiative to pre-
serve one of the largest areas of ripar-
ian cottonwood in the world, the Rio
Grande Bosque. In the middle of a
growing city like Albuquerque, citizens
can walk among the native trees and
animals. At the Bosque del Apache Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, rare migratory
birds coexist with agricultural develop-
ment. We all strive to maintain a deli-
cate balance in our society and on our
planet.

We all have to live on this planet, at
least for now. Some might say progress
is a curse. I say we are blessed in this
Nation to be leaders in environmental
protection and to also enjoy modern
conveniences. Continuing progress is a
blessing to all our families; we must
just proceed to take care of our planet
as we learn to live better in it.

This Congress will continue to work
to improve environmental quality, and
we will build on the experiences and
successes of the past. We must promise
to better our lives, our Nation, and our
world. Earth Day should be every day.∑
f

CINCINNATI TEACHER AT THE TOP

∑ Mr. GLENN. Mr. President, I rise with
a great deal of pleasure and pride to in-
form my colleagues that the 1997 Na-
tional Teacher of the Year is Sharon
Draper, an English and language arts
teacher at Walnut Hills High School in
Cincinnati, OH.

Ms. Draper won the 1997 Ohio Teacher
of the Year Award and was selected
from four finalists to the receive the
Nation’s top teacher award. President
Clinton presented this award at a
White House ceremony.

In addition to her talents as a teach-
er, Ms. Draper is an accomplished
award-winning author. Her novel
‘‘Tears of a Tiger’’ won the 1995

Corretta Scott King Genesis Award.
Her second novel, ‘‘Forged By Fire,’’
has been recently published.

Ms. Draper’s dedication and out-
standing commitment to education as
well as her efforts to improve edu-
cation are the envy of every school sys-
tem and Ohio is justifiably proud of her
accomplishment.

At a time when our education is
under a great deal of scrutiny and in
need of much improvement, it is im-
portant to remember that there are
many examples of educational excel-
lence. Certainly one outstanding exam-
ple is Sharon Draper.

I had the opportunity to meet with
Ms. Draper and it was an honor. I was
at the White House to participate in
the ceremony where she received the
Teacher of the Year Award.

Ms. Draper’s 25-year teaching career
has been filled with creativity and en-
thusiasm. I understand that she re-
quires a research paper in her senior
level classes. When her students turn
in their paper the day before the prom
she gives them a T-shirt that proclaims
‘‘I survived the Draper paper.’’ She
says that she was probably born to be
a teacher.

I am pleased that the Council of
Chief State School Officers and Scho-
lastic, Inc., have selected Ms. Draper as
Teacher of the Year. I know that her
students, school, the city of Cincinnati,
and our State are very proud. I con-
gratulate Sharon, her husband Larry,
and children Cory and Crystal for the
contribution they have made to public
education.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO CHUCK CONNER

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, for 17
years Chuck Conner has been my top
agriculture and nutrition advisor, and
for the last 10 years has been Repub-
lican staff director of the Agriculture,
Nutrition and Forestry Committee.
Chuck is departing the Senate to be-
come president of the Corn Refiners
Association.

Chuck has ushered four farm bills
through the Senate, including last
year’s historic FAIR Act that ended 60
years of Federal production controls.
Chuck’s work can be seen in moving
American agriculture to the free mar-
ket, thoughtfully downsizing the De-
partment of Agriculture, reforming
hundreds of USDA field offices, making
food safer through pesticide regula-
tions, saving and then reforming the
farm credit system, updating commod-
ity futures legislation, and landmark
reform of the nutrition sections in last
year’s welfare reform bill.

Chuck was with me on my Indiana
farm June 28, 1985, when then Sec-
retary of Agriculture Jack Block and I
announced the first Conservation Re-
serve Program. Today that program is
still a vital cornerstone of soil and
water conservation in America, and the
extension of the program last year was
part of the most significant environ-
mental legislation in the 104th Con-

gress. Chuck has been involved every
step of the way.

He has combined a strong academic
background, with an agricultural eco-
nomics degree from the Purdue Univer-
sity School of Agriculture, and prac-
tical knowledge of how programs are
implemented. His family continues to
operate an 1100-acre corn and soybean
farm in Benton County, IN. Chuck and
his wife Dru maintain a herd of 100 reg-
istered Angus cows in Whitley County,
IN.

Chuck and Dru met in the early 1980’s
while working in my office. My wife,
Char, and I have enjoyed watching the
growth of their four children: Katie,
Ben, Andrew, and Emily.

I will miss Chuck’s counsel, which
Agriculture Committee members have
trusted and respected. He now takes
his leadership skills to agribusiness. On
the committee he has hired, trained,
and developed a talented staff that will
be led by his longtime deputy Randy
Green, maintaining continuity in serv-
ice.

I speak for majority and minority
members of the Agriculture Committee
in wishing Chuck Conner, an extraor-
dinarily talented and loyal friend, the
very best.∑
f

CONGRESS HAS 100 DAYS TO
RESTORE IMMIGRANT BENEFITS

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, Con-
gress has 100 days to restore urgently
needed assistance to legal immigrants
and refugees.

On August 1, 100 days from today,
legal immigrants who have worked
hard, but were injured on the job, will
lose their Federal benefits under last
year’s so-called welfare reform law.

Refugees will lose their safety net.
These are men and women who fled
persecution in their own countries,
only to find persecution now in Amer-
ica.

They are people who fought with us
in Southeast Asia, and this is the
thanks they get from hawks who kept
the war going long after it should have
stopped.

The Vietnam war and the cold war
are finally over. But in the rush to for-
get, we cannot forget these brave fami-
lies and their sacrifices, and treat them
unfairly, because they are old or dis-
abled.

In recent weeks, some needy immi-
grants have taken their own lives,
rather than burden their families.

We must say enough is enough—100
days is long enough for Congress to
undo the thoughtless damage an un-
thinking Congress did last year. I ask
that a few recent news articles on this
issue may be printed in the RECORD.

The articles follow:
[From the New York Times, Apr. 22, 1997]

CONFUSED BY LAW, NURSING HOMES BAR
LEGAL IMMIGRANTS—FEAR OVER LOST BEN-
EFITS

(By Rachel L. Swarns)
As the health care industry braces for Fed-

eral cuts that will leave thousands of immi-
grants without Medicaid this fall, nursing
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