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December 16, 1947, three Bell Labora-
tories scientists, Nobel Prize winners
John Bardeen, Walter Brattain and
William Shockley, working in Murray
Hill, NJ, successfully operated the
world’s first transistor. The transistor
allows the flow of electrons through
solid materials to be controlled with-
out requiring any moving parts.

Mr. President, I’m not a scientist, so
I don’t completely understand the
technology that makes this tiny device
work. But I do understand that, with-
out it, an amazing array of products
which have revolutionized our lives
could simply not work. In fact, the
transistor’s impact on microelec-
tronics, computers, telecommuni-
cations, and so much more reminds me
of the words of Ralph Waldo Emerson,
‘‘The creation of a thousand forests is
in one acorn.’’ And the forests of prod-
ucts which have sprung from the tran-
sistor is indeed dazzling.

Mr. President, not only is the tran-
sistor practically ubiquitous in our so-
ciety, there is neither an individual nor
an industry that has not benefited
from this device. It has helped us ad-
vance the study of biology and medi-
cine, permitting us to understand and
heal the human body in ways that our
ancestors could never even have imag-
ined. It has altered our sense of com-
munity by permitting us to negate the
effects of both time and distance
through the development of worldwide
communication networks. By doing so,
the transistor changed the way we
learn by instantly placing knowledge
at our fingertips. And it has allowed us
to explore the depths of the ocean,
walk on the moon, and chart the solar
system and the invisible domains of
the universe. Obviously, the transistor
not only revolutionized our lives, it has

helped to lengthen our lives, enrich our
lives, and provide our lives with great-
er meaning.

Mr. President, the tradition and te-
nacity of Bell Laboratories lives on in
its linear descendent, Lucent Tech-
nologies. The men and women of
Lucent continue to make innovative
communications products using solid
state technologies that are an out-
growth of the transistor’s development.
I salute their work, and as the direct
heirs of Bell Laboratories, I congratu-
late them on the 50th anniversary of
the transistor.∑
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APPOINTMENT BY THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENZI). The Chair announces, on behalf
of the majority leader, pursuant to
Public Law 101–509, his appointment of
C. John Sobotka, of Mississippi, to the
Advisory Committee on the Records of
Congress.
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APPOINTMENT BY THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the
Democratic leader, pursuant to Public
Law 101–509, his reappointment of John
C. Waugh, of Texas, to the Advisory
Committee on the Records of Congress.
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ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 14,
1997

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until the hour of
9:15 a.m. on Wednesday, May 14. I fur-

ther ask unanimous consent that on
Wednesday, immediately following the
prayer, the routine requests through
the morning hour be granted, and the
Senate immediately resume consider-
ation of S. 717, the Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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PROGRAM

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, for
the information of all Members, tomor-
row morning, the Senate will resume
the IDEA bill under the earlier time
agreement. All Senators can expect a
series of three rollcall votes beginning
at approximately 9:45 or 9:50 a.m. Sen-
ators should be prepared to be on the
floor for the stacked votes beginning
early Wednesday morning in that the
second and third votes will be limited
to 10 minutes in length. Following the
votes and a short period for morning
business, the Senate will begin consid-
eration of the partial birth abortion
ban. The Senate might also consider
the CFE Treaty during Wednesday’s
session. As always, Senators will be no-
tified as to when any additional votes
are scheduled.
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL WEDNES-
DAY, MAY 14, 1997, AT 9:15 A.M.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I now ask unanimous
consent that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:18 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, May 14, 1997, at 9:15 a.m.
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