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The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Lord of all life, Who has made work
in Government one of the highest
callings and the formulation of public
policy a crucial ministry, we ask You
to help us bless this weekday and keep
it holy. Give us a renewed sense of mis-
sion today as we go about the tasks of
this day. Help us to find a solution to
the present impasse over the disaster
relief bill. You are present in this
Chamber.

May we keep our attention on You as
the only One we must please. With that
ever present before us, we will work
with excellence because we are ac-
countable to You. So may every word
we speak, every relationship we enjoy,
and every task we tackle be done with
a sense of Your presence. May we never
forget why we are here—to serve You
by being servant leaders of the people
of our land. Living and working is a
privilege. Thank You for another day
in which we can do both with enthu-
siasm. In the name of our Lord and
Saviour. Amen.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader, Senator LOTT of
Mississippi, is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. Thank you, Mr. President.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now be
in a period for morning business from
the hour of 12 noon to 2 p.m., with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each, with the following ex-
ceptions: Senator HUTCHINSON of Ar-
kansas from 12 to 12:30 p.m., and Sen-

Senate

ator DORGAN, or his designee,
12:30 to 1 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

from

———
SCHEDULE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, the Senate
will be in a period for morning business
until the hour of 2 p.m. to accommo-
date a number of Senators who have re-
quested time to speak. At 2 p.m., it is
my hope that we will begin debate on
the supplemental appropriations con-
ference report. We are working to get a
2-hour debate agreement on that sup-
plemental conference report, of course,
to be followed by a vote.

Then after that debate, the Senate
will, hopefully, be able to begin consid-
eration of the budget resolution con-
ference report with 3 hours of debate
on that. Therefore, Senators can expect
votes on both the supplemental appro-
priations conference report and the
budget conference report before the
Senate adjourns this evening. I thank
my colleagues for their attention.

I might also note, we hope to be able
to confirm the nomination late this
afternoon of Elizabeth Anne Moler to
be Deputy Secretary of Energy.

I yield the floor, Mr. President.

Mr. HUTCHINSON addressed the
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Arkansas is
recognized.

CHINA’S MOST-FAVORED-NATION
STATUS

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I
rise today to voice my strong opposi-
tion to the administration’s proposal
to renew most-favored-nation status
for China, and I rise as an original co-
sponsor of Senate Joint Resolution 31,
the resolution of disapproval of MFN.

First and foremost, I want to recog-
nize my good friend and colleague from

North Carolina, Senator JESSE HELMS.
Over the years, Senator HELMS has
dedicated himself to making this body
and the American people aware of Chi-
na’s human rights record of abuse. I
sincerely thank the Senator and his
staff for their leadership on this very
important issue.

Mr. President, yesterday, June 4,
1997, was the eighth anniversary of the
violence in Tiananmen Square. It has
now been 8 years since the suppression
of prodemocracy protests in China; 8
years since the killing of hundreds of
unarmed civilians by the army in Bei-
jing. In 1989, we all watched with
amazement as these courageous Chi-
nese students marched in Tiananmen
Square. Today, they are all gone.

During their struggle, they defied the
tanks, they looked to the TUnited
States for inspiration, they quoted our
Declaration of Independence and,
through it all, Mr. President, United
States policymakers have responded
that economic engagement would stop
China’s abuses of human rights. As far
as I can tell, it is, in fact, profit projec-
tions that are primarily driving our
foreign policy.

How can the United States consider
renewing MFN for China when the Chi-
nese authorities still have taken no
steps to publicly investigate the cir-
cumstances of the killings and bring to
justice those found responsible for
human rights violations? Instead, the
families of victims and people attempt-
ing to gather information about those
killed are themselves subjected to har-
assment and intimidation in a con-
tinuing attempt by authorities to con-
ceal the facts of what occurred 8 years
ago.

The Chinese Government defines the
1989 protest as a ‘‘counterrevolutionary
riot.” I believe this definition has been
used since 1989 to justify the imprison-
ment of many people who are the vic-
tims of human rights violations. Thou-
sands of political prisoners—thou-
sands—arrested during the crackdown,
including prisoners of conscience, are
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