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have raised questions about an invest-
ment in education, but it is all done
within the framework of an excess $2.6
billion. This is a debate about prior-
ities, it is not a debate about who is for
a strong defense.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, since
there is no other Senator wishing to
speak right now, let me say a word
about the procedure that we seem to be
agreed upon of having a cloture vote
this afternoon at 3 o’clock. I know the
majority leader has requested unani-
mous consent to do that and has been
granted unanimous consent to do that.
I certainly did not object. But I have to
say, Mr. President, that the procedures
in the Senate, as is said in Alice in
Wonderland, get curiouser and
curiouser. Having a cloture vote at this
stage in our deliberations on this De-
fense authorization bill seems to me
the most curious of any procedure I
can recall.

We are, as I understand it, being ad-
vised by the leadership, the majority
leadership, Senator LoTT, that we do
not want any votes on this bill until at
least 6 o’clock tomorrow evening when
the absent Members who are in Madrid
with the President attending the meet-
ing on NATO return. I understand that
is a very important meeting, and I cer-
tainly commend them for being there
to attend that. I do not object to post-
poning votes on this important defense
authorization bill until they return.

But for us to be, on one hand, being
told that we should not vote because
Members are absent and, on the other
hand, being told that we should invoke
cloture because someone is delaying
the Senate in concluding action on this
bill, the only people delaying the Sen-
ate in concluding action are the absent
Senators or the leadership in trying to
protect them from votes. So I have
great difficulty understanding why we
are having this cloture vote today.

Obviously, if that is the majority
leader’s will or desire, he has that right
under Senate rules. But for people who
try to understand the proceedings
around the Senate, I think they need
to understand that invoking cloture
does cut off debate. That is the purpose
of it. It limits the number of amend-
ments each Senator can offer. It limits
the length of time each Senator can
speak. It prevents us from seriously
considering legitimate proposals that
may be made to improve or alter this
bill.

So I think it would be a big mistake
for us to invoke cloture. As I said in
my early comment, I think it is really
very confusing to this Senator to un-
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derstand why we are having the vote at
all. I hope that the majority leader will
reconsider and vitiate the yeas and
nays and put off any votes on cloture
until such time as there is some evi-
dence at least that some Senator is
trying to delay action on the bill. I see
no evidence of that at the present time.
I think all of the Senators who have
come to the floor this morning to offer
amendments have had those amend-
ments set aside because of their agree-
ment with the majority leader’s posi-
tion that we should postpone votes
until tomorrow evening after our col-
leagues return from Madrid.

Mr. President, I wanted to make that
statement because I have great dif-
ficulty understanding myself the proce-
dure that is being followed.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, the cloture
vote scheduled for today will occur at 3
p.m. It is my hope that cloture will be
invoked so that the Senate can com-
plete action on this very important De-
partment of Defense authorization bill
this week.

It is my understanding that perhaps
as many as 150 first-degree amend-
ments have been filed to the bill. Need-
less to say, there remains a tremen-
dous amount of work to be done in
order to complete action this week.

———

SENATOR ENZI RECEIVES GOLDEN
GAVEL AWARD

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, today, the
Senate pauses to recognize a colleague
who has now presided over the Senate
for 100 hours during this session of Con-
gress. It has been a longstanding tradi-
tion in the U.S. Senate to honor those
Senators who preside 100 hours in a sin-
gle session. To those individuals who
achieve this height, we bestow the
Golden Gavel Award.

While many Senators have won this
prestigious honor, few have done so as
swiftly as Senator MIKE ENZI of Wyo-
ming. Indeed, Senator ENZI has sur-
passed all other records that have been
set by Republican Senators in the his-
tory of the Golden Gavel Award. Today
he completes his 100th presiding hour.
The Senate has been in session this
year for approximately 615 hours, and
the freshman Senator from Wyoming,
as Presiding Officer, has filled 100 of
those hours with matchless enthusiasm
and dedication.

So, on behalf of my colleagues, I ex-
tend my congratulations to the first
Golden Gavel recipient of the 105th
Congress, Senator MIKE ENZI, who is
presiding at this time.
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Congratulations, Senator ENZzZI.
Thank you for all the time that you
have spent in the chair. The week be-
fore the Fourth of July recess period I
had noted what an excellent job you
had been doing as a Presiding Officer,
having been in the chair late, I think it
was, on Thursday night and back in the
chair through a long, extended period
of time on Friday morning.

We appreciate your good work. Now
that you have reached this milestone,
we hope you will continue on. You are
doing such a good job we will just keep
this pattern going in the future.

———

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, Senators
should be on notice that the Senate
will begin having rollcall votes on
Mondays and Fridays in order to make
substantial progress on appropriations
bills prior to the August recess. I have
discussed this with the Democratic
leader. He understands and agrees we
should be prepared to have these votes
on Mondays and Fridays so that we can
make substantial progress on appro-
priations bills.

We hope to do a minimum of five ap-
propriations bills as well as the bal-
anced budget and the tax fairness con-
ference reports before the Senate ad-
journs for the August recess.

Consequently, Senators need to be
aware that votes should be anticipated
on Mondays and Fridays, at least up
until noon on Fridays. We will need the
cooperation of all Senators.

We also, of course, could have some
Executive Calendar nominations that
would be required to either get clear-
ance or to actually have them called up
and have votes on them. We will be
providing more information on that as
the week goes forward.

I yield the floor, Mr. President.

———————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m. today.

Thereupon, at 12:38 p.m., the Senate
recessed until 2:15 p.m.; whereupon, the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr.
HAGEL).

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent there now be a pe-
riod for morning business during which
Senators may speak for up to 5 min-
utes each, lasting until the hour of 3
p.m.
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