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watch the testimony of witnesses who gave 
compelling evidence of criminal wrongdoing 
by foreign donors to the Democratic party 
during the 1996 elections. The result of such 
testimony even prompted a key Democrat on 
the committee, Senator Joseph Lieberman of 
Connecticut, to publicly acknowledge that 
there was a Chinese government plan to in-
fluence the elections. Unfortunately, CNN 
viewers were not given the opportunity to 
draw their own conclusions. 

Now, I have come to learn that your net-
work is planning to provide live coverage of 
this week’s scheduled testimony of former 
Republican National Committee chairman, 
Haley Barbour. Unlike previous witnesses, 
who linked one Democratic fundraiser to 
possible charges of espionage and illegal in-
fluence buying and peddling, Mr. Barbour 
has not been charged with any crime nor has 
he broken any laws. Why does CNN deem Mr. 
Barbour’s testimony so important as to 
merit live coverage? Is your network ‘‘celeb-
rity watching’’—like ‘‘Entertainment To-
night’’? 

What can be said about CNN’s decision to 
only provide live coverage of Mr. Barbour’s 
testimony is media bias at best, and tabloid 
journalism at worst. Your intensive coverage 
of the O.J. Simpson trial suggests that the 
later is more accurate. It’s apparent that 
CNN has already decided what the public is 
interested in watching instead of the public 
making that decision for themselves. 

Sincerely, 
LARRY E. CRAIG, 

Chairman. 

f 

HONORING THE SUETTERLINS ON 
THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY 

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, fami-
lies are the cornerstone of America. 
The data are undeniable: Individuals 
from strong families contribute to the 
society. In an era when nearly half of 
all couples married today will see their 
union dissolve into divorce, I believe it 
is both instructive and important to 
honor those who have taken the com-
mitment of ‘‘till death us do part’’ seri-
ously, demonstrating successfully the 
timeless principles of love, honor, and 
fidelity. These characteristics make 
our country strong. 

For these important reasons, I rise 
today to honor Catherine and Martin 
Suetterlin of St. Louis County, MO, 
who on September 27, 1997, will cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversary. 
My wife, Janet, and I look forward to 
the day we can celebrate a similar 
milestone. The Suetterlins’ commit-
ment to the principles and values of 
their marriage deserves to be saluted 
and recognized. 
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NATIONAL SAFE PLACE WEEK 

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of a Senate resolution 
submitted by the distinguished Senator 
from Idaho. Senate Resolution 96 spon-
sored by Senator LARRY CRAIG would 
designate the week of March 15 
through March 21, 1998 as ‘‘National 
Safe Place Week.’’ 

Project Safe Place is a creative ap-
proach to serving youth and families in 
crisis. I am particularly pleased to co-
sponsor this resolution on behalf of the 

first program started in my home 
State of Kentucky. Project Safe Place 
began in a firehouse in Louisville, KY 
in 1983, providing a safe haven from 
various negative influences such as 
child abuse, substance abuse, and 
crime. Safe Places put distressed chil-
dren and families in touch with the re-
sources they need to keep them safe. 
This assistance often comes in the 
form of counseling and a safe and se-
cure place to stay. 

Today, the Safe Place Program has 
spread to 34 States across the country. 
More than 6,000 business locations dis-
playing the black and yellow Safe 
Place sign indicating that those in 
need can seek help from those inside. 

The Safe Place Program exemplifies 
the best in our local communities. 
Project Safe Place is about community 
businesses and volunteers working to-
gether to help the most vulnerable in 
our society. It is essential that we 
bring this valuable program to every 
community, because those in need feel 
more comfortable in turning to re-
sources in their own neighborhoods and 
communities. 

By designating March 15 through 
March 21, 1998 as ‘‘National Safe Place 
Week,’’ we not only bring public aware-
ness to this outstanding program, but 
recognize those volunteers and busi-
nesses who give so much to make our 
communities a truly safe place. I urge 
my colleagues to lend their names to 
this worthwhile legislation. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF CAROLE 
STEVENSON 

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I would 
like to say a few words about a dedi-
cated Senate employee, Carole Steven-
son, who is retiring after 30 years of 
Federal service. Carole worked for me 
when I served as chairman of the Rules 
Committee. She currently works on 
the staff of our colleague, TIM JOHN-
SON. 

Carole held a number of jobs as she 
went about acquiring her 30 years of 
service. She worked for Senators 
Capehart and Kefauver in the fifties, 
the Architect of the Capitol and the ex-
ecutive branch in the sixties, and the 
Office of Technology Assessment in the 
mid-seventies. She even took off a dec-
ade to have and raise a family. 

Carole joined the staff of the Senate 
Rules Committee in 1977 and stayed for 
20 years. She held a variety of jobs, 
moving from front office receptionist, 
to room reservationist, to secretary 
and staff assistant in the Technical 
Services section of the Rules Com-
mittee. 

To put it simply, Carole was a hard 
worker who took pride in her work. 
She always wanted to do a good job for 
her employer, and she did. She loves 
the Senate, so she did her best. 

I want to personally thank Carole for 
her service to the Senate. Her many 
friends in this great institution will 
miss her. All of us wish her well in her 
retirement. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. (The nominations re-
ceived today are printed at the end of 
the Senate proceedings.) 

f 

REPORT OF DRAFT LEGISLATION 
ENTITLED ‘‘THE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM TRANSITION ACT OF 
1997’’—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT—PM 55 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to submit for your im-

mediate consideration and enactment 
the ‘‘Immigration Reform Transition 
Act of 1997,’’ which is accompanied by 
a section-by-section analysis. This leg-
islative proposal is designed to ensure 
that the complete transition to the 
new ‘‘cancellation of removal’’ (for-
merly ‘‘suspension of deportation’’) 
provisions of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996 (IIRIRA; Public Law 104–208) 
can be accomplished in a fair and equi-
table manner consistent with our law 
enforcement needs and foreign policy 
interests. 

This legislative proposal would aid 
the transition to IIRIRA’s new can-
cellation of removal rules and prevent 
the unfairness of applying those rules 
to cases pending before April 1, 1997, 
the effective date of the new rules. It 
would also recognize the special cir-
cumstances of certain Central Ameri-
cans who entered the United States in 
the 1980s in response to civil war and 
political persecution. The Nicaraguan 
Review Program, under successive Ad-
ministrations from 1985 to 1995, pro-
tected roughly 40,000 Nicaraguans from 
deportation while their cases were 
under review. During this time the 
American Baptist Churches v. 
Thornburgh (ABC) litigation resulted in 
a 1990 court settlement, which pro-
tected roughly 190,000 Salvadorans and 
50,000 Guatemalans. Other Central 
Americans have been unable to obtain 
a decision on their asylum applications 
for many years. Absent this legislative 
proposal, many of these individuals 
would be denied protection from depor-
tation under IIRIRA’s new cancellation 
of removal rules. Such a result would 
unduly harm stable families and com-
munities here in the United States and 
undermine our strong interests in fa-
cilitating the development of peace and 
democracy in Central America. 
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