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The Senate met at 9:15 a.m., and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by our
guest Chaplain, the Rabbi Daniel
Cohen, Temple Sharey Tefilo-Israel,
South Orange, NJ. We are pleased to
have you with us.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain, Rabbi Daniel M.
Cohen, offered the following prayer:

You who are the Source of all good-
ness and guidance, we give You thanks
for the blessing of our great Nation and
for all it stands. We acknowledge this
day that You are the moral force in our
lives and in our world.

Great and gracious God, You are the
Source of all blessing showered upon us
as individuals and as one national fam-
ily. Help us to recognize that our
greatest strength lies in using the pow-
ers You have given us for the good of
all humanity. Help us to know daily
Your presence in all the world—in each
and every moment we live and in each
and every individual we meet.

We thank You this day, especially,
for those individuals whose commit-
ments and caring have brought them
into positions of leadership. Gracious
God, give them continued wisdom and
insight to lead our sovereign Nation to-
ward fulfilling Your vision of a nation
and a world guided by Your righteous-
ness and Your justice. We commit this
day to bringing honor and glory to
Your great name through our words
and through our deeds. Amen.

Mr. LAUTENBERG addressed the
Chair.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from New Jersey is recognized.
———
WELCOMING RABBI DANIEL M.
COHEN

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I

thank all of you here. I thank our
Chaplain, Dr. Ogilvie, and I thank you,

Senate

Mr. President, for the opportunity to
present my rabbi. Youthful though he
is, he is wise. I think the Presiding Of-
ficer knows one does not have to have
age to have wisdom. And we credit
Rabbi Daniel Cohen with having wis-
dom.

This is an honor that I so much want-
ed to have bestowed upon him because
he has earned the respect and the ad-
miration of so many in our congrega-
tion. I think about 800 families worship
and have their children taught by
Rabbi Cohen.

He is a native of New Jersey, as I am.
And it is just an honor to have him and
Mrs. Cohen, who is witnessing this
from the balcony, join us this morning.

Thank you, Mr. President, for the op-
portunity to hear from Rabbi Cohen.

I am pleased and proud to have Rabbi
Daniel Cohen from my own Temple
Sharey Tefilo-Israel in South Orange,
NJ here today to convene this session
of the Senate.

The fact that Rabbi Cohen is here to
give this invocation means a great deal
to me. It speaks to the diversity of reli-
gions and races that make up this
body, and this great Nation.

As Rabbi Cohen said, we are all privi-
leged to live in this country. And it
benefits us to work together and to use
our individual talents to make this
place as great as it can possibly be. I
couldn’t agree more.

Rabbi Cohen and I have similar fam-
ily backgrounds and share many val-
ues.

He and I are respectively the grand-
son and son of immigrants. We have
gotten to where we are today by taking
advantage of the opportunities that
were given to us, and we are both com-
mitted to giving back to the commu-
nities that treated us so well.

We both believe in the right and abil-
ity of all people to be accepted and get
ahead. It is symbolic that the name of
our synagogue, ‘‘Sharey Tefilo,”” means
the ‘“‘Gates of Prayer.”” These gates of
prayer to me represent open gates

through which people of all faiths and
backgrounds should be able to pass in
order to succeed, find refuge from per-
secution, or simply start a better life.

I want to add some quick words
about Rabbi Cohen himself:

He grew up in Berkeley Heights, NJ.

He did his undergraduate work at
Duke University, getting his degree in
anthropology and religion. Some of
that time he spent abroad studying in
Israel.

He went on to receive his masters in
Hebrew letters from the Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion,
and received his rabbinic ordination in
1993.

He has been with my temple in New
Jersey since his ordination, first as a
rabbinic intern and then as the assist-
ant rabbi. He currently serves as the
associate rabbi of our congregation, en-
joying a great deal of respect from
members of the temple.

He does a great deal of work in our
synagogue with youth groups and edu-
cational programming, but has an ex-
ceptional ability to reach everybody in
the congregation, both young and old.

I want to thank Rabbi Cohen for
coming today, and I am proud to have
been able to share a bit of my heritage
and home State with my colleagues in
the Senate.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
acting majority leader, the distin-
guished Senator from New Mexico, is
recognized.

Mr. DOMENICI.
President.

I also extend my gratitude to the
rabbi, and to you, I say to Senator
LAUTENBERG, for having him with us
today so he could share with us.

Thank you, Mr.
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SCHEDULE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, on be-
half of the leader, I will make the fol-
lowing statement.

This morning the Senate will imme-
diately resume consideration of the
conference report to accompany the
Balanced Budget Act, with 1 hour
equally divided between the chairman
and the ranking member of the Budget
Committee. Following the conclusion
of debate on the conference report, at
approximately 10:15 a.m., the Senate
will proceed to vote on the adoption of
the conference report.

Following that vote, it is the inten-
tion of the majority leader that the
Senate begin debate on the conference
report to the Taxpayer Fairness Act.
As Members are aware, there are also
10 hours of statutory debate time in
order for this conference report. There-
fore, Members can anticipate addi-
tional rollcall votes following the 10:15
a.m. vote. As always, Members will be
notified as to when those rollcall votes
will be ordered.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

——————

THE BALANCED BUDGET ACT OF
1997—CONFERENCE REPORT

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWNBACK). Under the previous order,
the Senate will now resume consider-
ation of the conference report accom-
panying H.R. 2015, which the clerk will
report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Conference report to accompany H.R. 2015,
an act to provide for reconciliation pursuant
to subsections (b)(1) and (¢) of section 105 of
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 1998.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the conference report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be 1 hour remaining equally
divided between the chairman and the
ranking minority member of the Budg-
et Committee.

Who seeks recognition?

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, if my
friend from New Jersey has no objec-
tion, why don’t we just agree that time
will expire promptly at 10:15 so every-
body will know the vote will start at
10:15.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. No objection.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LAUTENBERG addressed the
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I will speak for a
couple minutes.

There is a sense of the historical sig-
nificance of what it is that we are
about to do. It is not simply the ac-
complishment of having put in place a
balanced budget. It goes further than
that; that is, to note that this agree-
ment has been developed, if I might use
the word ‘‘hammered’ out, by bipar-
tisan cooperation. My friend and col-
league, the chairman of the Budget
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Committee, Senator DOMENICI, and I
and others, of course, labored long and
hard to help present the views of all of
our colleagues into an understanding
and a package that would be acceptable
as a consensus product.

So we are here at this moment, and
within 1 hour it is believed that we will
have passed this reconciliation bill and
will embark upon the work of passing
the second reconciliation bill which
will complete the task.

I think we have set some records here
this year, not only because we will
have achieved a balanced budget, which
is the best belief of all Members here
who will be supporting this, but I took
a moment, I say to Senator DOMENICI,
to check on where we stand with our
appropriations bills. There were 9, I be-
lieve, that have been completed, and
perhaps a 10th one ready. That is quite
fantastic, not yet August and having
done those.

I want to say to all of my colleagues,
I am proud that we were able to get
this job done under fairly stringent
conditions. We do not have as much
money as we were accustomed to hav-
ing in the past, but with what we had
we made it do very well. We have cov-
ered lots of things that needed atten-
tion, child health care, assurance of
the solvency of Medicare, an oppor-
tunity for kids to get an education, to
be investing in research in our society,
a number of things that are very posi-
tive outcomes, again, within the con-
text of the resources we had available.

All Members of both parties deserve
to be proud of our accomplishment. We
have shown America something, that
we can work together for the common
good, and at the same time we can be
fiscally responsible and we can help
prepare for the next century, which is
around the corner.

This agreement will lead us, I think,
to a positive path as we prepare to
enter the 21st century, investing in all
kinds of good things, as I have said,
and education, particularly, I think as
the cornerstone for the development of
our society.

The agreement shows that it is not
inconsistent to be both fiscally respon-
sible and progressive. There is now
broad consensus that we simply have
to live within our means, but there is
also appreciation that the future will
not simply take care of itself. It takes
work. We have to prepare for it, invest-
ing to make sure that our people are
ready for it.

That is what we are doing in this leg-
islation: getting our fiscal house in
order. We are investing in our children.
We are extending the educational op-
portunities for millions of Americans.
In short, we are getting ready, and our
children and grandchildren will reap
the rewards in decades ahead.

So, Mr. President, I am proud to be
here as this balanced budget legislation
is approved. We want to see it get to
the White House. It is a moment in his-
tory, and I hope it will be regarded as
a very positive moment in the record
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books years from now. I am grateful
and proud to have been a part of the
process.

I yield the floor.

Mr. DOMENICI addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, the
distinguished Senator, Senator THUR-
MOND, has asked me if he might speak
as in morning business for 3 minutes. 1
ask unanimous consent that he be per-
mitted to do that and it come out of
my time on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. THURMOND per-
taining to the submission of S. Res. 111
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Submission of Concurrent and Senate
Resolutions.”)

Mr. DOMENICI addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I will
save a few remarks until just before
the vote. Certainly, if anybody else on
our side wants to speak, they are wel-
come. Nobody is bound to speak, but if
they would like to, we have 15, 20 min-
utes on our side.

I would like to make just a few com-
ments about some of the processes we
have been involved in and thank a few
people.

Mr. President, I do not believe 15
years ago that anybody assumed the
Budget Act could be used to balance a
budget as we are doing it here today.
The reconciliation instruction and
then the reconciliation bill are
strange-sounding words and a strange-
sounding name for a bill. But essen-
tially we have, by evolution and devel-
opment and some changes in the law,
permitted a budget resolution which
does not involve the President; it in-
volves just a majority vote in both
Houses. We permitted it to be used to
force the passage of reform legislation
or tax bills such as the one we have be-
fore us.

I think everybody should recognize a
couple of very interesting historic evo-
lutions as this process developed. One
is the adoption of the Byrd rule by the
U.S. Congress as part of the law that
applies to the Senate of the United
States. And, obviously, one need not
search as to where that came from. It
came from Senator ROBERT BYRD.

HEssentially, one of the Parliamentar-
ians has praised it this way, that the
Byrd rule limits our ability to ride the
budget horse into passing all kinds of
legislation that have little to do with
the budget.

I am very pleased to say, and I was
able to say to the distinguished Sen-
ator BYRD yesterday, that when you
put a bill together as large as this,
with as many committees and as many
innovative minds, you cannot help but
try to ride the budget horse beyond
what it ought to be used for. There
were many, many, I would say scores of
legislative language that violated this
rule as this process was evolving and
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these bills were getting developed, be-
cause the rule is a tough rule and it has
great, great impact in that those provi-
sions are stripped from the bill if they
are subject to a Byrd rule. Then we
were able to bring down the scope and
numbers to a very, very small number
that remained as of yesterday, and I
am very pleased, working together, ev-
erybody has come up with the conclu-
sion, from what I can tell, that what-
ever Byrd rule language or violation of
Byrd rule language is in this bill has
been thought by almost everyone to be
necessary and something that we can
leave in the bill. I am very pleased with
that. I must make sure everybody
knows that there were many, many
more before we exerted the power and
pressure of the Byrd rule. And I think
that bodes well in terms of not abusing
the process.

Having said that, Mr. President,
again, I yield the floor. If anyone else
on our side would like to speak, time is
available to them. I suggest that if no
one is speaking, the time be charged
equally, and I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LIMITED TAX BENEFITS IN RECONCILIATION

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, as re-
quired by the Line-Item Veto Act, the
Joint Committee on Taxation has in-
formed the conferees that the con-
ference report on H.R. 2015, the Bal-
anced Budget Act of 1997, contains one
limited tax benefit. It can be found in
section 5406 and concerns the treat-
ment of services performed by certain
inmates. As required by the Line-Item
Veto Act, section 9304 of the conference
report specifically designates section
5406 as a limited tax benefit and as
such, it is therefore subject to the
President’s cancellation authority
under the Line-Item Veto Act.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today rep-
resents an enormous accomplishment
for me and for the Republican Party.
The budget agreement now before us is
the culmination of years of hard work
and concerted effort. I want to espe-
cially commend Chairmen DOMENICI
and ROTH for their hard work and dili-
gence. I have thoroughly enjoyed work-
ing with Chairman DOMENICI on the
Senate Budget Committee and com-
mend him for his extraordinary efforts
to broker this agreement. My staff af-
fectionately calls him ‘‘the legislative
warrior’” and I agree. He has fought a
major battle for the Republican Party
and the American people this year—a
battle to balance our Federal budget
and to eliminate our Federal deficit.

Three years ago, as I campaigned
across the State of Tennessee, I lis-
tened to the concerns of the people
that I met and I made some promises
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to them. These men and women were
concerned about the amount of money
they were able to bring home after
Uncle Sam had taken his share. They
were outraged by a government that
was unable to live within its means.
They were worried about their retire-
ment and the continued existence of
Medicare and Social Security.

I promised the people of Tennessee
that we would do something about
these concerns. I promised them that
we would give them tax relief, so that
they would be able to keep more of
what they make and decide for them-
selves how to spend, save, or invest
their hard-earned money. I promised
them that we would pass a balanced
budget—the first since 1969—and elimi-
nate our Federal deficit. And I prom-
ised them that we would protect, pre-
serve, and strengthen Medicare and So-
cial Security to ensure that these pro-
grams would still be around for their
children and their children’s children.

I am proud to be able to return to
Tennessee and tell my friends, rel-
atives, and neighbors that we have
made good on two of these promises
and have taken the first steps toward
fulfilling the third. The bills that we
will pass over the next couple of days
will give hard-working Americans the
largest tax cut that they have seen in
16 years—over $90 billion. This tax re-
lief will benefit Americans of all ages
and in all tax brackets. We have in-
cluded tax credits for children and for
education and capital gains and estate
relief. Almost 80 percent of these bene-
fits go to families earning less than
$75,000 a year.

Over 43 million parents will owe $500
per child less in taxes. Taxpaying stu-
dents and nearly 5 million parents of
kids in college will owe $1,500 less per
student in taxes as a result of the col-
lege tuition credit.

Last year, 2.4 million Tennesseans
filed tax returns with the Internal Rev-
enue Service. Over the last 16 years,
these taxpayers have not seen one tax
reduction—only increases. As the cost
of raising a family and sending Kids to
college has become increasingly expen-
sive, the value of the personal exemp-
tion has dropped dramatically. In 1948,
the average American family paid
about 3 percent of its total income to
the Federal Government in taxes.
Today, that family is paying closer to
25 percent.

The Federal Government claims ap-
proximately 19 percent of every pay-
check that an employee in Knoxville,
TN who makes $22,000 a year takes
home. That $22,000 figure doesn’t mean
much to her—she sees only $17,820—and
that’s before State and local taxes take
their bite. The time has certainly come
to give these hard-working people some
much-needed tax relief.

In addition to the $500 per child tax
credit and the $1,500 college tuition tax
credit, the tax package will cut the
capital gains tax rate from 28 to 20 per-
cent for the highest bracket and from
15 to 10 for the lowest. It will raise the
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exemption for taxable estates and fam-
ily-owned businesses and farms. And it
will expand the options for individual
retirement accounts.

Despite the belief that a capital gains
tax cut is only for the rich, in 1995,
more than 226,000 Tennesseans paid
capital gains taxes to the tune of $2.65
million. More than half of these—
160,786 to be exact—had incomes of
$75,000 or less. And 40,000 of those who
paid tax on capital gains actually had
an income of less than $15,000.

This budget package will also bal-
ance the budget by 2002 and restore fis-
cal responsibility to our Federal Gov-
ernment. For years, Republicans have
called for a balanced budget and an end
to the reckless spending for which
Washington to famous—or rather infa-
mous. A balanced budget will lower in-
terest rates, and generate higher eco-
nomic growth—including more jobs and
lower inflation. An article in this
week’s Washington Post touted that
the ‘‘Deficit Effort Really is ‘a Big
Deal’.” Benjamin Friedman, a Harvard
University economist, noted:

For every dollar that the government
doesn’t have to borrow, there’s an extra 50
cents invested in new plant and equipment
by American businesses. And experience
shows that investment eventually raises
profits, wages and the U.S. standard of liv-
ing.

The challenge before us now is to
keep the Federal budget in balance—
and I am committed to ensuring that
we do that.

The third promise was one to protect
Medicare and Social Security. We have
made a first step toward strengthening
Medicare by cutting $115 billion to
health care providers and extending
the life of the Medicare trust fund for
10 years. But I remain deeply dis-
appointed that the Senate-passed pro-
visions that would have enacted struc-
tural changes in the Medicare Program
were excluded from this conference
agreement. I have spoken many times
about the need for entitlement reform.
And unfortunately, this budget does
nothing to address it. If we do nothing,
entitlement spending and interest on
the national debt will consume all Fed-
eral revenues by 2012—leaving not a
single dollar for important Govern-
ment priorities like roads, education,
national defense, and medical research.

The Medicare trust fund will become
insolvent in 10 years. Real, structural
reforms are absolutely necessary to
preserve Medicare for our children and
our children’s children. In 2010, the
cash flow of the Social Security trust
fund turns negative and by 2029, the So-
cial Security trust fund will be bank-
rupt. This must be the next priority of
the U.S. Senate.

For years, our focus has been to bal-
ance the budget. Today, we have
achieved that goal. I join with my col-
leagues to congratulate the Congress
and the White House on working to-
gether, in a bipartisan fashion, to bring
real fiscal responsibility back to Wash-
ington.



S8388

But we must look ahead to tomorrow
and pay close attention to the impend-
ing fiscal disaster that lies ahead if we
do not make some hard choices to re-
form our entitlement spending. Today,
200,000 Americans turn 65 every year.
By 2011, 1.5 million Americans will turn
65 every year. Today, 3.3 workers pay
for the benefits that every retiree re-
ceives from Medicare and Social Secu-
rity. By 2025, there will be only two
workers to pay for each beneficiary. It
is clear that something must be done.

Mr. President, I am delighted that we
have made a considerable downpay-
ment on our promises to the American
people with this budget package and I
look forward to the challenges ahead.

CLARIFICATION OF TWO PROVISIONS IN THE

BUDGET AGREEMENT

MR. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I
would like to clarify two items of con-
cern in the budget agreement.

Last year, when Congress passed the
welfare reform bill, it granted States
the authority to deny State and local
public benefits to certain immigrants.
Included in that bill was a provision
that exempts nonprofit charitable or-
ganizations from verifying immigra-
tion status.

The conference report on the budget
bill explicitly grants the States au-
thority to require immigrants to pro-
vide proof of eligibility for State and
local public benefits. This new provi-
sion allows States to ‘‘require an appli-
cant for State and local public benefits
(as defined in section 411(c)) to provide
proof of eligibility’’. Section 411(c) re-
fers to the definition of State and local
benefits in title IV of the welfare bill.

It is my understanding that this pro-
vision does not grant the States au-
thority to require charities to conduct
immigration verification for State and
local public benefits. The nonprofit ex-
emption in section 432 of the welfare
bill explains that a nonprofit charity,
in providing ‘‘any State or local public
benefit (as defined in Section 411(c))
* * % is not required under this title to
determine, verify, or otherwise require
proof of eligibility * * *.”” As Congress
has plenary power in the immigration
arena, it seems that States may not
add a requirement for charities to
verify immigration status without ex-
press authority from Congress. States
were not granted that authority in last
year’s welfare bill, and States are not
granted that authority in this budget
bill.

Since the clarification of State
verification authority is being inserted
into title IV of the welfare reform law,
the nonprofit exemption applies. Au-
thority, if any, to require charities to
conduct immigration verification
would have to be found in a distinct,
express grant of Federal authority out-
side title IV of the welfare bill.

I would also like to clarify that
under the conference report on the
budget bill, refugees, asylees, and cer-
tain other immigrants currently re-
ceiving SSI will not lose their eligi-
bility for SSI.
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Section 402 of last year’s welfare law
instituted a bar on SSI for certain
qualified aliens. Section 402(a)(2)(A)
created an exception to this bar for ref-
ugees. Refugees can receive SSI bene-
fits for five years from the date they
are admitted into the United States.

The conference report on the budget
bill modifies these provisions in two
ways. First, the conference report ex-
tends the refugee exception from 5
years to 7 years. An additional, sepa-
rate provision of the conference report,
section 402(a)(2)(E), creates a new ex-
ception to the bar on SSI benefits
which reinstates SSI benefits for quali-
fied aliens receiving benefits on August
22, 1996.

For refugees, these are two inde-
pendent sources of SSI eligibility. It is
my understanding that refugees not re-
ceiving SSI benefits on August 22, 1996
will qualify for SSI through section
402(a)(2)(A) for a period of 7 years. Ref-
ugees already receiving SSI benefits on
August 22, 1996 will be eligible to keep
those benefits, even after their 7 years
has expired, under section 402(a)(2)(E)
without regard to the 7 year cutoff.

Thank you for letting me briefly
clarify those two points, Mr. President.

TITLE XI OF H.R. 2015

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I would
like to commend the chairman of the
Budget Committee, and the distin-
guished majority leader, on the inclu-
sion of a little noticed provision in this
conference report. I am referring to the
National Capital Revitalization Act.
This provision is, in my view, an im-
portant step in cleaning up the District
of Columbia and making our Nation’s
Capital City once again the safe and
beautiful place we all expect it to be.

Among other important changes, this
bill completely overhauls the District
of Columbia’s broken criminal justice
system. If implemented properly, I am
certain that this legislation will result
in a criminal justice system for the
District of Columbia that is fairer for
the victims of crime, that appro-
priately punishes criminals, and that
incarcerates criminals in a secure, ap-
propriate environment.

I see that my colleagues from Kansas
and Florida are on the floor, and I
would like to commend them for their
hard work on this issue, as well. They
have worked tirelessly to see these pro-
visions included in the budget rec-
onciliation conference report.

Mr. President, I am committed, as I
know my colleagues are, to ensuring
that these provisions are implemented
in the most effective manner. A num-
ber of the provisions in the National
Capital Revitalization Act, particu-
larly as they relate to, among other
things, the transfer of District of Co-
lumbia corrections functions to the
Federal Bureau of Prisons and the as-
sumption by the U.S. Parole Commis-
sion of parole functions of the District
government are issues within the au-
thorizing jurisdiction of the Judiciary
Committee. I would like to ask my col-
leagues, the Senator from Kansas and
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their understanding, as well.

Mr. BROWNBACK. I thank the Sen-
ator from Utah for his kind remarks,
and note that I agree with his assess-
ment. I look forward to working with
him and the Judiciary Committee on
the important work of ensuring effec-
tive implementation of the National
Capital Revitalization Act.

Mr. MACK. I also appreciate the com-
ments of the chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, and agree with him that
the Judiciary Committee has jurisdic-
tion over a number of these matters. I
share Senator HATCH’S commitment to
a safe and beautiful national capital,
and look forward to working with him
to implement this important act.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I thank
my colleagues for their comments, and
look forward to working with them as
implementation of the National Cap-
ital Revitalization Act goes forward.

Mr. FAIRCLOTH. Mr. President, I am
compelled to vote against H.R. 2015.
This legislation will put us on a track
to reduce the deficit. It will save us
more than $1 trillion over the next 10
years. It puts binding caps on spending
increases, so that a super majority will
have to vote to increase spending. The
bill continues the pay-as-you-go provi-
sions of past budget deals, so that any
new spending has to be offset by other
spending reductions. It seeks to make
Medicare solvent for the next 10 years
and creates a National Bipartisan Com-
mission on the Future of Medicare to
address the long term solvency of
Medicare.

Regrettably, while all of the afore-
mentioned is positive, there are signifi-
cant drawbacks in this bill.

First and foremost, the legislation
raises taxes on tobacco by 15 cents a
pack. When I was elected, I said I
would never vote for a tax increase and
I never have. This is a clear and puni-
tive tax increase on tobacco. If we
needed this revenue to reduce the def-
icit, rather than raising taxes, we
could have cut more wasteful and un-
necessary spending. We should have
done that.

Second, while the bill puts us on a
path to deficit reduction, it raises the
debt ceiling which allows the Treasury
to go $450 billion deeper in debt than
we already are. I think that being $5
trillion in debt is shameful enough. We
do not need to raise the debt ceiling.

Third, Mr. President, this legislation
weakens last year’s welfare law. When
I ran for the Senate, I said that I want-
ed workfare, not welfare. Last year, we
passed landmark legislation to end the
welfare system as we know it in the
United States. But it became clear
soon after the bill was signed into law
that the President was not committed
to welfare reform. Just weeks after the
bill was signed by the President, he
went to the Democratic Convention in
Chicago and promised to undo it next
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year. This bill weakens the work re-
quirements. It builds in more flexi-
bility to the work program. In Wash-
ington, flexibility is a code word for
weakening, and that is what we have
done to the work requirements for food
stamp recipients.

Not only have we weakened the wel-
fare law, but we have restored $11 bil-
lion in welfare benefits for noncitizens.
We seemed to have forgotten that wel-
fare was and is a failure. Putting more
people on welfare doesn’t help society.
But that is what we have done in this
bill. We have increased the welfare
roles, and we have added people who
are not even American citizens. The
very fact that non-citizens are receiv-
ing welfare is testimony to a system
that has gotten out of control. Welfare
is also prone to great fraud. Why else
would we have to clarify that a noncit-
izen who is receiving welfare from the
U.S. Government must actually be re-
siding in the United States. Can you
imagine that we would be paying wel-
fare to people who are not even living
in the United States.

Mr. President, we have also created a
new program regarding welfare. We are
spending $3 billion to put welfare re-
cipients to work. Welfare reform was
supposed to save money and now we
are spending money to reform welfare.
Again, this kind of backward logic only
seems to work in Washington. I am
supportive of helping move welfare re-
cipients to work—but another Govern-
ment jobs program is not what we
need.

Mr. President, as I said, there are
many good aspects to the bill, but it
violates the fundamental promises I
made to the people of North Carolina
when I ran for the Senate regarding
welfare and taxes. I will not break my
word to the people that supported me
in 1992, and I will not vote for this bill.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be able to support the con-
ference reports on the Balanced Budget
Act and the Taxpayer Relief Act. To-
gether, these bills will bring us to a
balanced budget by the year 2002, while
providing vitally important invest-
ments in education, in children’s
health, and in economic development.

I believe that my job as the Senator
from Maryland and the Senator for
Maryland is to save jobs, save lives,
and save communities. I believe these
bills will help us to do all three.

These bills address the day-to-day
needs of America’s families, and they
keep faith with America’s seniors.
They open the doors to opportunity
and give help to those who practice self
help.

Mr. President, I am particularly
pleased that the conferees rejected the
unnecessary and harmful structural
changes in the Medicare Program. As
my colleagues know, I adamantly op-
posed the means testing of the Medi-
care program, and the change in the
age of eligibility for Medicare from 65
to 67. Such major changes should not
be considered without Presidential
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leadership and a national discussion. I
am pleased that these changes were not
included in the final budget package. I
believe the commission established by
this agreement is a better way of ad-
dressing the long-term solvency con-
cerns of Medicare.

There is much good news for senior
citizens in the Medicare portions of
this budget. We have ensured the sol-
vency of the Medicare Program for at
least the next 10 years. We have pro-
vided funds for critical new preventive
care benefits, by expanding coverage
for mammography and colerectal
screening, and by improving self-man-
agement of diseases like diabetes.
These are investments that will pay
off, improving the health of Medicare
beneficiaries and saving lives.

Having said that, however, I am dis-
appointed with other cuts that these
bills make in the Medicare Program. It
is disturbing that the Federal guar-
antee of adequate reimbursement rates
to nursing homes has been abandoned.
I believe this will put nursing homes in
a budget squeeze and will have a nega-
tive effect on the quality of care that
we provide to our most fragile elderly.
I am also disappointed with the exces-
sive cuts in the reimbursement rates
for such key services as home oxygen
therapy. I believe seniors will be hurt
by this change. I hope that we will
have an opportunity to revisit these
issues in the future.

This legislation also will provide a
tremendous investment in the health
of America’s children. The $24 billion
provided for health care for uninsured
children in this bill is the single larg-
est increase for children’s health ef-
forts in over 30 years.

Mr. President, there are 10 million
uninsured children in this country; 1 in
8 of the children in my own State of
Maryland have no health insurance
coverage. It is really shameful that we
have allowed so many children to be at
risk.

I believe we have to do all we can to
ensure that no child goes without ade-
quate health care. I wish we could have
reached every uninsured child with this
bill. I pledge to do all I can to work to-
ward that goal. While it does not reach
100 percent coverage for our children, I
do believe that this bill makes tremen-
dous strides in the right direction.

Over 5 million children who currently
have no health care will now get their
immunizations, early screening, and
other health care services. We have
taken a great step in ensuring healthy
children who are ready to learn and
ready to succeed.

I like this budget package because it
also opens the doors to education for
young people and to people seeking to
further their education. The $1,500
HOPE scholarship contained in this bill
will help to make available to every
student the first two years of college.
The tuition tax credit the bill provides
for juniors, seniors, and graduate stu-
dents will enable thousands more
young people and returning students to
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get the education and skills they’ll
need to succeed in the 21st century.

The tax provisions of this package
will provide much needed tax relief for
working families, for family-owned
businesses and farms, and for those
who have invested in their homes and
communities. This bill is good for
those who work hard, play by the rules,
and pay their taxes.

The child tax credit will provide re-
lief to some 27 million families. When
the credit is fully phased in, families
with children under 17 years of age will
be able to claim a $500 per child credit.
We ensure that working families who
qualify for the earned income tax cred-
it—who may not pay income taxes but
who do pay payroll taxes—will also
benefit from the child tax credit. That
means we will provide help to families
with incomes below $30,000—from the
firefighters in Baltimore County to the
watermen on the Chesapeake Bay.
They work hard, they contribute to our
economy and our communities, and
they deserve our help.

This bill rewards investment and
thrift. It will allow Americans who
have invested in their communities by
the purchase of a home to be able to re-
coup their investment when they sell
that home, without being subject to
onerous capital gains taxes. It ensures
that people who have built a family
farm or a small business with a life-
time of hard work can pass that enter-
prise on to the next generation.

It encourages savings. The bill’s new
IRA provisions will reward those who
practice self help, by increasing access
to IRA’s, and by allowing withdrawals
from IRA’s for the first-time home
buyers and for educational purposes.

Mr. President, this budget package
does not provide everything I would
like, and I do not like every provision
of this package. But I believe overall,
this is an agreement well worth sup-
porting.

These conference reports finish the
job the Congress began in 1993, when
the President and congressional Demo-
crats passed the deficit reduction bill.
In 1992, our deficit was $290 billion.
This year, it will be less than $45 bil-
lion. This historic economic plan start-
ed us on the road to elimination of our
deficit. The bills we are passing this
week will finish the job we began in
1993.

This is a victory for fiscal responsi-
bility. It is a victory for America’s
families. It keeps faith with our sen-
iors, opens the doors of opportunity to
those seeking an education, protects
children’s healthy and rewards those
who save and who invest. I am proud to
support it.

DUOPOLY AND NEWSPAPER-TV CROSS
OWNERSHIP

Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, I share
Senator HOLLINGS’ concern that the
provisions in the reconciliation bill on
the duopoly and newspaper-TV cross
ownership rules which affect television
broadcast license ownership violate the
Byrd rule.
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The duopoly rule limits the number
of television stations a single person
can own in a market and the news-
paper/broadcast cross ownership rule
makes it difficult for newspapers to
own a television station in the same
market where it publishes a paper to
assure that there is not a monopoly on
information.

The conference provisions violate the
Byrd rule because they make sub-
stantive changes in policy which have
no budgetary effect.

At a time when the Congress and the
American people are concerned about
the growing concentration in the
broadcast industry, this is not the time
or place to consider these changes.

The Congress ordered the Federal
Communications Commission to review
the duopoly rule in 1996. The budget
agreement should not pre-empt that re-
view.

I join my colleagues in observing
that a point of order would lie on the
broadcast provisions of this bill.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, back
in May of this year, the leadership and
the administration reached a historic
agreement. That agreement was then
supported overwhelmingly by the
House and the Senate when the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal
year 1998 came before the two bodies
for consideration, putting forth the
blueprint by which the Federal Govern-
ment could reach a balanced budget by
the year 2002.

This week the Congress and the ad-
ministration have reached yet another
monumental agreement, ensuring pas-
sage of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
and its companion, the Taxpayer Fair-
ness Act. These two bills, together, put
forth the spending and revenue changes
for the next 5 years. And, the passage
of these measures and their subsequent
enactment into law will signify the
first balanced budget since 1969. For 28
years, the Federal Government has run
a deficit and has talked about the need
to balance the budget. Finally, due to
the extraordinary leadership of the
House and Senate, as well as the in-
credible amount of bipartisanship and
cooperation, Americans are witnessing
the Federal Government take the nec-
essary action to get its fiscal house in
order.

The tax portion of this agreement
will provide Americans with the first
major tax cut in 16 years. This bill pro-
vides for a net tax cut of more than $90
billion over the next 5 years. This is
slightly more than the $85 billion
agreed upon in the budget agreement of
earlier this year, and I am delighted
that the budget negotiators were able
to provide a little extra for this coun-
try’s hard-working families and indi-
viduals.

Specifically, this bill is an invest-
ment in our children. After years of
trying to get a child tax credit enacted,
the Taxpayer Fairness Act will provide
families with a $500 per child tax credit
for children under the age of 17. Over
the years I have received many a letter
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from Coloradans who are supportive of
this tax credit, and finally, they are
going to be able to take advantage of
it. Imagine what a family of four can
do with a $1,000 credit. They can use
the money to invest in their two chil-
dren’s education. They can put the
money toward a downpayment on a
house or simply use the money to ease
their financial burdens. This child tax
credit will mean different things to
each of the millions of families that is
eligible for it. But what it means to me
is that this Government cares enough
about this country’s children and the
hard-working parents struggling to
raise their children to offer them some
much-needed and well-deserved tax re-
lief.

And the benefits for families and
their children do not stop there. Once a
child is ready to go on to higher edu-
cation, millions of taxpayers will ben-
efit from the tuition tax credit and
millions more will benefit from the
student loan interest deductions.

Equally important to my home State
of Colorado are the benefits from cap-
ital gains and estate tax relief. I can-
not begin to quantify how many Colo-
radans—homeowners, small business
owners, farmers, ranchers—have writ-
ten or spoken with me over the years
urging the Federal Government to ease
the burden from these taxes, and while
I would have liked to see these provi-
sions go a little farther, I am pleased
about the benefits this bill will bring
to the many farmers, ranchers, and
small business owners in my State.
Capital gains and estate tax relief, in
combination with other tax provisions
in this bill including IRA expansion,
will contribute to economic growth and
create jobs, thereby once again assist-
ing America’s families.

In all, the tax bill represents a major
step forward for the economy as a
whole and for the pocketbooks of tax-
payers. Out of every dollar earned by
an individual today, roughly 25 cents of
that goes toward the individual’s Fed-
eral tax burden—this is just the Fed-
eral taxes. And, today, we are going to
do some truly significant by passing a
bill which will provide major tax cuts,
benefiting Americans at every stage of
life.

While the accompanying spending
bill is more contentious by nature, it
provides for several important and nec-
essary reforms to our Nation’s largest
entitlement programs. The Medicare
Program, which was facing certain in-
solvency within the next 5-year span of
the balanced budget agreement, is now
actuarially sound for the next decade.
Most importantly, the savings achieved
in the program are not unfairly
achieved on the backs of beneficiaries,
but rather through expanded choice,
competition and a curbing of the ramp-
ant fraud and abuse. The Department
of Health and Human Services cites $23
billion in fraud and waste under the
current Medicare structure. This bill
finally provides us with a mechanism
to protect those taxpayer dollars.
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Further reforms in Medicaid, the sec-
tion 8 assisted housing program, and
improvements to the welfare to work
legislation of last year have resulted in
a historic starting point for meaningful
and fair reform. I make no bones about
my dissatisfaction with certain provi-
sions included in the bill, as well as the
exclusion of others, and I look forward
to working with my colleagues to ad-
dress these concerns. However, the ben-
efits and the great need for the reforms
this legislation precipitates have won
it my support.

On a larger scale, this tax bill and
the Balanced Budget Act, taken to-
gether, will finally get the budget bal-
anced. Since first coming to Congress
in 1987 as a Member of the House of
Representatives, I have been a pro-
ponent of a balanced budget and have
supported efforts to achieve this goal.
And, I am pleased to be here today to
be a part of this historic moment. I
would be completely remiss if I did not
acknowledge the hard work of the
House and Senate leadership, including
the chairmen and ranking members of
the Budget and Ways and Means com-
mittees. In 10 years in Congress, I have
never before witnessed a budget bill,
and a balanced one at that, which has
passed with such ease and cooperation.
With that, Mr. President, I will vote
for these two bills, and I yield the
floor.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I
want to offer a few comments on the
recently negotiated bipartisan budget
agreement. The past few months have
been truly historic. We have seen both
parties come to the table in good faith
and negotiate a budget agreement that
puts us on the track toward a balanced
unified budget. And all of that has been
done without a constitutional amend-
ment to balance the budget. Indeed, as
I have noted before, I am convinced the
presence of such an amendment would
only have delayed such an agreement,
perhaps by a decade or more.

Mr. President, balancing our budget
has been my highest priority as a Mem-
ber of this body. I ran on that issue in
1992, and I am pleased that we will
enact a budget package that puts us on
track to achieve that goal.

As we congratulate ourselves on fash-
ioning this agreement, however, we
should recall that this agreement
would not have been possible without
the President’s deficit reduction pack-
age enacted in 1993, a package some
now estimate will achieve approxi-
mately $2 trillion in deficit reduction
between 1993 and 2002. The heavy lift-
ing needed to balance the budget was
done in that package, and while this
budget agreement puts the finishing
touches on the work of eliminating the
deficit, it was that 1993 budget package
that made it much easier to reach an
agreement.

But Mr. President, though I am
pleased we are on track to balancing
the unified budget, I have mixed feel-
ings with regard to the specifics of the
tax cutting aspects of the bipartisan
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agreement. As the headline of the edi-
torial in yesterday’s Milwaukee Jour-
nal Sentinel stated, this budget deal is
well-intentioned, but flawed. I am par-
ticularly concerned at what appears to
be backsliding on our commitment to
fiscal prudence and responsible budg-
eting by passing a tax cut before we
have eliminated our budget deficit. As
the editorial stated, ‘‘any balanced
budget strategy that also cuts tax rev-
enue is inherently risky.”

The tax-cut package in this agree-
ment has the strong odor of business as
usual about it, a return to the 1980’s
when politicians stumbled over them-
selves to promise newer and bigger tax
cuts without regard to our budget def-
icit. The result was an explosion of
deficits and debt which has taken years
to contain. Even now, we are still cop-
ing with the legacy of fiscally irrespon-
sible tax cuts.

I was the first Member of either body
to oppose the tax cut proposals of both
parties nearly 3 years ago, and I am
disappointed to see that some of the
concerns I expressed then have been re-
alized. Instead of remaining focused on
how to balance the budget in the near
term and how to address the fiscal
pressures facing the budget in the long
term, much of the discussion between
the negotiators of both parties
amounted to a tax cut auction, with
each side bidding up their own favorite
tax cuts in an appeal for political cred-
it.

As I noted almost 3 years ago, a tax
cut bidding war will only serve to un-
dercut the efforts we have already
made and the work which remains to
get our budget under control. Aside
from the fiscal hole tax cuts produce,
they divert us from the tough and un-
pleasant task of finding needed spend-
ing cuts.

Mr. President, who wouldn’t rather
talk about cutting taxes than cutting
programs that people like? Unfortu-
nately, to some extent, this is what has
happened in the budget agreement,
with the result that the goal of a bal-
anced budget may be taking a back
seat to the more politically appealing
debate of how to cut taxes.

The evidence is fairly compelling in
this regard, Mr. President, and both po-
litical parties are at fault. The move-
ment of any tax-cut bill while we are
still experiencing budget deficits is the
most obvious sign. Moreover, that tax
cut measure has grown over the past
few weeks. In order to accommodate all
their constituencies, negotiators for
both parties produced a tax cut pack-
age even bigger than the plan agreed to
this spring.

And, there is reason to believe that
in order to accommodate this expanded
tax-cut package, the budget nego-
tiators resorted to what some would
describe as accounting gimmicks.

Mr. President, these signs all indi-
cate a potentially troubling trend. The
desire of the negotiators for an even
larger tax cut was such they were will-
ing to resort to cooking the budget
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books. It is fair to conclude the na-
tional priority of fiscal prudence and a
balanced budget are in danger of being
pushed aside by politically motivated
tax-cut proposals.

Mr. President, let me be clear. I very
much want to support a significant tax
cut, but I won’t support one until we
balance the books. We do a disservice
to those who elect us if we help shift
the focus away from fiscally sound
budgeting and instead promote self-
serving but fiscally irresponsible tax
cuts.

At the time we passed the budget res-
olution, I expressed my concern that
while the tax cut agreement might be
sustainable as part of the shorter-term
budget resolution, it could become
unsustainable in the long run, and I am
concerned that this is just what hap-
pened.

The tax-cut package which passed
the Senate was heavily backloaded
with an annual cost of $564 billion. The
negotiated tax-cut package produced
by the conferees is even worse, and
while accounting gimmicks and timing
shifts might help achieve technical bal-
ance in 2002, they do not alleviate the
problems we will face when the retiring
baby boomer generation will put in-
creased pressure on the budget. Accord-
ing to analysis done by the tax watch-
dog group Citizens for Tax Justice, the
actual annual cost of this tax measure
will be $64 billion, even larger than the
cost of the bill as it left the Senate,
and over twice the annual cost of the
President’s proposed tax cut.

Mr. President, as I noted before, I
very much want to support a tax cut,
but it simply isn’t fiscally responsible
to enact a tax measure with an annual
cost of $64 billion before we have bal-
anced our budget.

Balancing the budget must be our
first priority, and this tax measure is
inconsistent with that goal.

Having noted my concerns about the
tax package, however, let me conclude
by expressing my support for the rec-
onciliation measure which cuts spend-
ing. As I noted earlier, the bipartisan
package is truly historic, and I applaud
the work done by the negotiators from
both parties who helped craft that
measure.

Certainly more needs to be done. The
Medicare Program needs to be further
strengthened and modernized, as does
the Medicaid Program. As I have stated
frequently, one of our highest prior-
ities must be to reform our current
long-term care system which is largely
funded through Medicaid. I have intro-
duced legislation which would imple-
ment reforms in this area, and I very
much hope we can begin that abso-
lutely critical task soon.

We also need to continue to cut
spending in Federal programs. Though
we may be on track to achieve balance
in the unified budget by 2002, we must
dedicate ourselves to achieving the
next goal of ridding the Federal budget
of its dependence on the surpluses gen-
erated by the Social Security trust
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fund. Those surpluses mask our true
budget condition, and if we are to en-
sure retirees will receive the benefits
to which they are entitled, we need to
pursue further spending cuts now.

We must cut spending also to begin
to pay down the massive national debt,
the bulk of which was generated be-
tween 1980 and 1992, and which continue
to require increasingly large interest
payments—payments that account for
a growing portion of our annual budg-
et.

We must cut spending also so we can
enact a fiscally responsible tax cut, one
whose benefits are distributed equi-
tably to families at all income levels.

Finally, we need to cut spending to
ensure Government works more effi-
ciently and effectively and to bolster
the credibility and national confidence
in our Government.

The work of cutting spending and re-
ducing the deficit which was accom-
plished by the 1993 budget package, and
to a lesser extent by the bipartisan
budget plan negotiated this week, must
continue. I very much hope the bipar-
tisan efforts which led to this year’s
agreement can continue as we pursue
those further spending cuts.

I congratulate the negotiators from
both parties for their efforts on the
reconciliation measure which does the
real work, the spending reduction
measure, and look forward to working
with them in taking the next steps to-
ward further spending cuts to balance
the budget without using Social Secu-
rity trust funds, begin to pay down the
national debt, fund a fiscally fair and
responsible tax cut, and to make Gov-
ernment programs more efficient and
more effective.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the editorial ti-
tled ‘“‘Budget Deal Well-Intentioned,
But Flawed” from the Wednesday, July
30, 1997 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the edi-
torial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Milwaukee (WI) Journal Sentinel,
July 30, 1997]
BUDGET DEAL WELL-INTENTIONED, BUT
FLAWED

Americans deserve a tax cut, but even
more they deserve relief from the $5 trillion
debt that is burdening them with yearly in-
terest payments of more than $200 billion.
The budget deal agreed to Monday by Repub-
licans and Democrats won’t ease that bur-
den, which is the chief reason this plan isn’t
as good as it may seem.

The historic agreement ostensibly would
balance the budget for the first time in near-
ly 30 years and cut taxes significantly for the
first time since 1981. Among other things,
the measure would grant tax credits for chil-
dren and reduce the tax on capital gains.

The measure will be popular, which helps
explain why GOP and Democratic leaders
were telling each other how cooperative and
constructive they were. Why is such coopera-
tion missing, however, in reforming scan-
dalous campaign finance practices by both
parties?

Negotiators deserve credit for writing a
blueprint to balance the books in five years.
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But any balanced-budget strategy that also
cuts tax revenue is inherently risky. If
spending increases threaten to produce red
ink—and they do— so do tax cuts. Reducing
revenue is premature.

It’s true that the health of the national
economy makes tax cuts less risky than they
would have been three or four years ago. But
if history is any guide, the boom won’t last
forever. The stresses on the economy will be-
come more intense after five years have
elapsed, when large numbers of working men
and women will retire. Unless more is done
to curb the growth of entitlement programs
such as Social Security, the deficit—and,
thus, the national debt—will begin to soar
again.

Wisely, the negotiators agreed to raise cig-
arette taxes to help provide health care for
poor children. They also abandoned a pro-
posal—it would have made tax-filing even
more mind-numbing than it is now—that
would have allowed investors to subtract the
effects of inflation when calculating their
capital gains.

The package as a whole, however, contains
dangers that could have been avoided. The
time for tax cuts comes after, not before, the
mountain of debt has been reduced to a
saner, safer level.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, this is
a good day for regular people. Today,
we are putting our differences aside,
making smart compromises, and get-
ting the peoples’ work done. After 3
years of strife, partisanship, and gov-
ernment shutdowns, I am glad to see
that this Congress is finally coming to-
gether for the good of the people.

As I listen to the debate on the his-
toric balanced budget reconciliation
bill, I can’t help but remember the first
budget that I helped draft as a new
Member of the Budget Committee, the
1993 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act. It was a b5-year deficit reduction
plan that reduced the deficit from
nearly $300 billion in 1993 to about $60
billion for 1997.

The 1993 plan had deep spending re-
ductions and ambitious goals for reduc-
ing the deficit. But it also contained
important new investments in our
economy, our work force, and our chil-
dren. That plan passed without omne
vote from the other side, which I think
is unfortunate. I stood on the floor of
the Senate and listened to speech after
speech from my colleagues on the other
side claiming the plan would force the
economy into recession and explode the
deficit.

I am proud to stand here today and
say that the exact opposite happened.
Our economy is strong and growing at
a steady rate, and the deficit has de-
clined each year since. Balancing the
budget is no longer an insurmountable
goal. The 1993 plan brought us within
reach. A lot of Members had the cour-
age to make the tough calls back then.
Some of them are no longer here in the
Senate. But the state of the Nation
today—the low deficit and the booming
economy—has vindicated the 1993 plan.

The Balanced Budget Reconciliation
Act before us today finishes the job. We
will balance the budget by 2002; we
have protected the solvency of the
Medicare Program without draconian
cuts; we have expanded our investment
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in education; and we have created a
new children’s health insurance pro-
gram to cover an additional 5 million
children who have no health security;
and we have provided moderate tax re-
lief. This is a balanced and fair plan.

The real winners today are our work-
ing families; senior citizens; and our
children. Not only do they benefit from
the largest investment in education
since 1965; the largest investment in
children’s health since 1965; and the fis-
cal soundness of the Medicare Pro-
gram, but we all win when we reduce
the deficit and balance the budget. We
are already seeing the fiscal and eco-
nomic dividends from reducing the def-
icit, and this will only continue.

Let me say now I was deeply con-
cerned when this legislation originally
passed the Senate. So concerned, in
fact, that I had to vote no on the Sen-
ate bill. The changes in the Medicare
Program that were included would
have seriously altered the program and
threatened the health care security for
millions of senior citizens.

Immediately following that vote, I
began working to ensure that these
changes were removed from the final
conference agreement. I could not and
would not support anything that would
result in more individuals being un-in-
sured. Increasing the Medicare eligi-
bility age from 65 to 67 would have only
added to the 47 million Americans with
no health insurance. The means testing
of the part B premium was not just an
administrative nightmare, but a short-
term solution that would have only
forced higher premiums on all seniors
regardless of income. The $5 copayment
for home health care would have fallen
disproportionately on low-income
women. Well over two-thirds of women
over 65 earn less than $13,000 a year. A
$5 copayment for each home health
care visit could have added hundreds of
dollars a year to the cost of health care
for millions of low-income senior citi-
zZens.

I could not have supported the final
agreement if these provisions had re-
mained. Because I was committed to a
balanced budget, I knew I had to work
hard to ensure that these provisions
were dropped. I spoke with the White
House, with the conferees, and with
many of my colleagues and constitu-
ents about this, and I am pleased our
hard work paid off. The final agree-
ment slows the growth of Medicare
without forcing more seniors into pov-
erty and does not jeopardize the level
of care that we have guaranteed to our
senior citizens.

I know many families in Washington
State who are struggling to pay for col-
lege or who are worried about the fi-
nancial burden of a college education
for their child. Included in today’s
agreement are real tax incentives to
help families invest in their child’s
education and to provide relief to to-
day’s students who are struggling
under a huge burden of debt. As I said
earlier, families are the winners today.
This agreement will help those families
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who are struggling to help their child
and will keep a college education with-
in reach.

In 1993, I worked with many of my
colleagues in Congress and with the
Clinton administration in an effort to
enact comprehensive health care re-
form that would guarantee health care
coverage for all Americans. Lack of af-
fordable, quality health insurance cov-
erage was and still is a major problem
for many individuals. Unfortunately,
our plan was too ambitious and the
American people told us that they
wanted smaller, targeted reforms. In
1996 we enacted the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act
Kennedy/Kassebaum, which expands
health care access for workers between
jobs and provides protections for those
with pre-existing conditions. This leg-
islation was an important step in im-
proving health care access for all
Americans.

Today’s agreement takes another big
step by providing $24 billion to improve
access to health insurance for the 10%
million children who lack any direct
access to quality, comprehensive
health care. This new health insurance
program that will improve the quality
of life for millions of children and fam-
ilies, is the real crown jewel of this
agreement.

I have spent a great deal of time and
energy pushing for expanded health
care coverage for children. I have al-
ways considered this to be one of my
top priorities and feel some relief
today knowing that we have succeeded.
In Washington State, we made a simi-
lar commitment to our children back
in 1993, today’s agreement will give us
the opportunity to build on this com-
mitment and reach out to more chil-
dren.

While I feel a great sense of accom-
plishment today, there is one group of
individuals who will not be celebrating.
Despite the fact that my family vio-
lence option clarification amendment
was adopted on three separate occa-
sions, the budget conferees chose to
once again try and sweep domestic vio-
lence under the rug. Victims of domes-
tic violence were forgotten in this
agreement. My amendment, adopted
three times by the U.S. Senate, would
have given States the ability to waive
victims of domestic violence from the
work requirements and time limita-
tions called for in the new welfare re-
form law. It was not a secret way to
allow women to stay on welfare, as
many claim, but rather a way to pro-
tect victims of domestic violence and
help them get out of poverty. There is
no good reason—no excuse whatso-
ever—why this provision should have
been taken out of the agreement. This
is perhaps the greatest disappointment
for me in this whole process.

I am committed to moving this
amendment again and again until my
colleagues understand how violence
and abuse can be life threatening bar-
riers to work. I will keep making my
colleagues vote on this amendment
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until we have succeeded. Those who op-
pose this amendment need to under-
stand that when they vote ‘“‘no’” they
will be voting against victims of do-
mestic violence and abuse.

Looking back over the past 4 years, 1
am amazed at the progress we have
made on reducing the deficit and yet I
know that it was not an easy task. I al-
ways believed we could balance the
budget and still maintain important
investment programs, but it does take
a great deal of work and many, many
tough decisions. As a member of the
Senate Budget Committee I have had
to make those decisions and choices.
But, I always knew that it could be
done. Today’s agreement is my proof.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I will sup-
port the Balance Budget Act of 1997
which takes us the final step in a proc-
ess begun in 1993. It reflects a consider-
able bipartisan accomplishment. While
I don’t agree with it in every specific,
it gives a significant boost to edu-
cation, provides for the largest invest-
ment in health care for children in 30
years, protects Medicare and Medicaid,
and it reaches a balanced budget by the
year 2002.

In 1992, the deficit in the federal
budget was $290 billion which rep-
resented 4.7 percent of the gross domes-
tic product. The most recent estimate
of the deficit for fiscal year 1997 is $67
billion, approximately eight-tenths of 1
percent of the gross domestic product.
Over the 5 years from 1993 to 1998, the
deficit has been reduced by about $1
trillion from the deficit for those 5
years projected at the time. This re-
markable progress has come about in
large part as a result of the deficit re-
duction package which President Clin-
ton presented in 1993, and which this
Senate passed, without a single Repub-
lican vote, by a margin of one vote, the
Vice President’s.

The economy has responded to the
steady reduction of the deficit. The
economy grew for the first quarter of
1997 at a 5.9 percent rate, with an infla-
tion rate of 2.7 percent. The unemploy-
ment rate is now 5 percent, the lowest
in 24 years. This compares to an unem-
ployment rate in 1992 of 7.5 percent.
More than 12 million new jobs have
been created since President Clinton
took office. Now, this bill holds the
promise of bringing us even closer to
finishing the job.

I opposed this bill when it originally
passed the Senate in part because it in-
cluded a provision to increase the eligi-
bility age for Medicare, and a second
provision to require a $5 per visit co-
payment for home health care. I am
pleased that both provision were de-
leted from the legislation by the con-
ference committee.

I am also pleased that this bill re-
stores benefits for legal immigrants
who are currently receiving assistance
or who become disabled and protects
the minimum wage and other protec-
tions for welfare recipients moving
from welfare to work.

Mr. President, this bill will secure
the Medicare trust fund for at least the
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next decade, and provides for addi-
tional preventive benefits. It rep-
resents hard work and compromise and
demonstrates that when the Congress
moves in a bipartisan way, much can
be accomplished.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I come to
the chamber today to support this bal-
anced budget. We have worked for
many years, making hard choices,
fighting for our priorities, managing
this country’s budget process—all in
order to be able to stand in the Cham-
ber as members of both political par-
ties in support of a balanced budget.

It is not the bill I would have writ-
ten, but there is a large degree of fool-
hardiness in rejecting the good in favor
of the perfect. A great debt is owed to
the chairman and ranking member of
the Finance Committee and their coun-
terparts on the Budget Committee as
well as their staffs who have worked
with us over the course of these many
months in crafting this plan.

And, there is no question in my
mind, Mr. President, that this legisla-
tion is better than the deal the Senate
passed last month—a plan I opposed be-
cause it did not do enough for hard-
working American families and largely
ignored America’s children. This legis-
lation before us now incorporates many
of the provisions I and others on this
side of the aisle fought to have in-
cluded.

For that reason, this is a day of vin-
dication for Americans who believe, as
Democrats have proven, that it is vital
to balance the Federal budget and ex-
tend health care to children, provide
broader educational opportunities, en-
sure the future for our senior citizens
and safeguard our environment.

Since 1993, we have moved in this di-
rection. In 1993, when the first Demo-
crat in a generation was elected Presi-
dent and Democrats formed the major-
ity in both Houses of Congress, we have
worked arduously to break the spi-
raling deficits which plagued our Na-
tion for a decade and provide a solid
economic foundation for our Nation as
we move into the 21st century. And,
Mr. President, we’ve succeeded. We
have waited for the day when the bene-
fits of our hard work would be as obvi-
ous as they are today.

Even the possibility of the legislation
before us now—a conceptually balanced
budget with tax breaks— is testament
to the application of Democratic ideals
to fiscal policy. In 5 years, we cut the
deficit from $290 billion to the current
level of perhaps less than $50 billion.
Interest rates are subdued. We are see-
ing the lowest unemployment and in-
flation rates and the largest drop in
poverty rates in a generation. Con-
sumer confidence has shown the best
improvement since the Eisenhower ad-
ministration and the value of the stock
market has doubled since 1993—the
Dow break records every day—and the
market itself is experiencing the fast-
est growth since the Second World
War.

We have been successful, because,
since the Great Depression, our party
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has stuck by the fundamental belief
that sound economic and social policy
go hand-in-glove, that our Nation is
stronger when all Americans have
equal economic opportunity.

Thomas Jefferson taught us that ours
is a Nation of the common man and en-
shrined this belief in one of our most
treasured documents when he wrote of
the self-evident truth that all men are
created equal.

Andrew Jackson echoed this creed
when he restated the party’s commit-
ment to the humble members of our so-
ciety—the farmers, mechanics and la-
borers. That commitment, that core
set of beliefs, is in fact, Mr. President,
the essence of the American dream and
the foundation of what has become the
greatest contribution this Nation has
provided to the world’s social economic
history—the growth of a vibrant mid-
dle class. Universal economic oppor-
tunity, sound fiscal policy based on eq-
uitable distribution of benefits and as-
sistance to those most in need—those
are the fundaments of Democratic eco-
nomic policy. That is the goal of the
program we put in place in 1993, and
that is the end to which our fiscal poli-
cies are directed. Franklin Roosevelt
reminded us of our commitment to ex-
panding opportunity when he said:
‘“‘the spirit of opportunity is the kind
of spirit that has led us as a Nation—
not as a small group but as a Nation—
to meet very great problems.”

Mr. President, as Democrats, we be-
lieve that deficit reduction is a means
to an end. We believe that tax breaks
are a means to an end. But, unlike the
Republicans, we do not subscribe to the
callow notion that deficit reduction is
an economic policy in and of itself or
that tax breaks are an end which jus-
tify any means. We do not believe that
cutting vital programs is a courageous
or visionary act. We believe that cour-
age lies in advancing economic oppor-
tunity: this requires wisdom, innova-
tion and prescience. It is chilling that
this dichotomy of political and eco-
nomic philosophy remains as obviously
demarcated today as it was 100 years
ago. I re-read the cogent description by
William Jennings Bryan of the two op-
posing ideas of government: he sepa-
rated the parties into those who ‘‘legis-
late to make the well-to-do prosperous
and wait for their prosperity to leak
through on those below, or those who
legislate to make the masses pros-
perous and ensuring that their pros-
perity will find its way up through
every class which rests upon them.”

Mr. President, as a U.S. Senator, I
have an obligation to the constituents
who elected me to represent their in-
terests, to act on their behalf and to
present their views to this body. At
times here, there is often a temptation
to acquiesce ones core set of beliefs to
the majority. It is easier to be hidden
by the crowd than to stand alone and
dissent, simpler to obey the tenets of a
deal than the core of ones belief, more
politic to do what is possible than do
what is right, and more efficient to
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save time by agreeing. But remember
the words of Harry Truman, Mr. Presi-
dent, when he said that ‘‘whenever you
have an efficient government, you have
a dictatorship.”

I am pleased that our provocation,
our urging, our insistence in crafting
this compromise that helps working
class Americans was successful. I can-
not turn away from the long history
which has shaped my essence sense of
fairness, my overarching insistence on
making government work for the com-
mon good and the needs of my con-
stituents. Mr. President, for that rea-
son, I voted against the tax portion of
the reconciliation bill as I voted
against the spending portion when they
passed the Senate the first time, and
because these bills were dramatically
improved, I am able to support the con-
ference report today.

Mr. President, I am grateful for the
work of the Senator from Delaware,
Senator ROTH who chairs the Finance
Committee and my friend from New
York, Senator MOYNIHAN, who serves as
that committee’s ranking member.
They have improved a gravely flawed
piece of legislation passed by the House
of Representatives and the Senate the
first time.

During the course of the initial de-
bate, I attempted to shape the legisla-
tion so it would do more for more aver-
age citizens, but time and again we
were rebuffed. I said at the time, Mr.
President, that before I could approve
it when it returns from conference, this
legislation needed significant improve-
ment, especially as regards the treat-
ment of children and hard-working
American families.

In the original Senate package, near-
ly 43 percent of the breaks went to the
wealthiest 10 percent of Americans—
those who earn more than $120,000. In
the original plan, Mr. President, 60 per-
cent of hard-working poor and middle
class Americans got only 12.7 percent
of the tax breaks, while the richest 1
percent of Americans get 13 percent of
the benefits. In the original Finance
Committee proposal, the poorest 60
percent got as much as the richest 1
percent. This was a new standard of un-
fairness. This was anathema to the
party of Jefferson and Jackson and
Truman and Roosevelt. I tried to
change it; I was unsuccessful and I re-
jected it.

I am pleased the conference report
has a more equitable distribution by
allowing more working class Ameri-
cans to take advantage of the child-tax
credit, for example. By most measures,
Mr. President, this proposal has moved
closer to our ideals and is unquestion-
ably more equitable.

There is no more obvious improve-
ment in this bill, Mr. President, from
the original Finance Committee plan
than the treatment of hard-working
middle class families raising children.
During the initial debate, I attempted
to give more help to the American fam-
ilies on the lower end of the economic
spectrum—young families with young
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children—who will be doing the most
for our country in the future.

Mr. President, I attempted to correct
this basic inequity by offering an
amendment which would have im-
proved the bill by granting a refund-
able child tax credit to all working
families. Most Americans pay more in
payroll taxes than income taxes. In-
come taxes have remained stable for
most Americans in the past 10 years
while payroll taxes have increased 17

percent.
My distinguished colleague from
Louisiana, Senator LANDRIEU, at-

tempted to amend the original plan so
families who receive the earned income
credit would not be penalized. She is a
new member of this body, Mr. Presi-
dent, but she has already made an
enormous contribution. She is a young
mother and as such speaks with a clear
voice on the difficulties of raising chil-
dren today, and Mr. President, because
this proposal incorporates her vision
and my vision, it is a better deal for all
Americans.

I am pleased also that this con-
ference report allows Americans to off-
set the credit against these payroll
taxes. Now, it applies to all Americans
even those receiving the earned income
credit. This is in distinct contrast with
the original Finance Committee plan
under which nearly 40 percent of Amer-
ica’s children were excluded from the
tax credit. Those 40 percent are the
children of working class Americans,
children of young teachers, police offi-
cers, farmers and nurses who work hard
and are the backbone of this country.

Now, Mr. President, the Democrat
proposal—more measured and fair—has
prevailed. And, more Americans will be
afforded a share of the great economic
success this country has enjoyed since
1993. I could tell you that this bill pro-
vides a tax break for 5.9 million more
American families with children than
the Senate bill and 7.5 million more
families than the House bill, but in-
stead of relying dry statistical anal-
yses and distributional tables, let me
take a moment to show you some real
people and compare how the different
plans affect them.

The Richards family from Sioux
Falls, SD, Charlie and Karen and their
two children, will receive $975 from the
child tax credit and both their children
will be covered by health insurance.
Under the House plan, the family
would have received no child tax break;
under the Senate plan, $418. This legis-
lation, incorporating my amendment,
will give them twice as much in the
child tax break.

Under this plan, the Ussinger family
from Albuquerque, NM will receive
$1500 in child tax breaks. The House
plan would have given them $6 and the
original Finance Committee plan
would have provided $458. This plan, in-
corporating my amendment, will give
the Ussingers three times as much.

The Buckman family from Wash-
ington, DC, will now receive $5694 in the
child tax break. Under the House bill,
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the Buckmans would have gotten noth-
ing and the Senate version would have
given them only $143. So, this plan, in-
corporating my amendment, will give
the Buckmans here in our Nation’s
capital four times as much in child tax
breaks.

All of those children, Mr. President,
every one of them, and 5 million more,
will have health insurance thanks to
our insistence and the leadership of
Senator KENNEDY that we deliver the
largest investment in the health of our
children since the enactment of Med-
icaid, a generation ago.

This plan invests an unprecedented
$24 billion for uninsured children, and
since it is funded by a tax on ciga-
rettes, it is, in fact, a double health
benefit. This plan serves as a financial
barrier—a powerful disincentive for
children to start smoking in the first
place. It supplements, not supplants,
current health care coverage. Our plan
requires that States maintain their
current Medicaid eligibility levels of
spending to access Federal dollars to
ensure that this investment is not used
to replace public or private money that
already covers children.

Mr. President, simply put, this is the
embodiment of the Democratic prin-
ciples I mentioned earlier. This victory
for America’s children and middle-in-
come families is a victory for America
itself. We will all benefit from a
healthier generation of children.

Mr. President, there are some ele-
ments of this package about which I
am unsure. I would have preferred the
approach to capital gains reduction for
which Senator BUMPERS and I have
fought for a decade—a measured, tar-
geted approach instead of the broad-
based cut this bill contains. I would
have rejected the large back-loaded ex-
pensive IRA provision. But, at the end
of the day, we must ask ourselves if
this legislation meets the basic stand-
ards of fairness to which we attest;
does it help average, hard-working
American families? The answer is yes.
Does it provide assistance for Amer-
ica’s children and the young families
struggling to raise them—those who
have as yet not enjoyed the fruits of
the economic boom? The answer is yes.

I am pleased to be able to join the
majority of our colleagues, Mr. Presi-
dent, in supporting this plan.

Mr. KEMPTHORNE. I strongly sup-
port, and will be proud to vote for, the
Balance Budget Act and the Taxpayer
Relief Act. With these two bills, Con-
gress has finally kept the promises
made to Americans to balance the
budget and to cut their taxes.

When I talk to folks back home in
Idaho, they always ask the same ques-
tion: When is Congress going to get its
act together and balance the budget
and reduce our taxes?

These folks aren’t asking for much.
They just want the Federal Govern-
ment to stop spending so much of their
hard earned money and leave more at
home so they can pay their bills and
raise their families.
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Now, when these two bills become
law, I can go home I can look them in
the eye and say. ‘“We heard you and we
took action.”

I am proud to be a member of the
Congress that had the discipline and
the courage to balance the budget and
cut taxes. This is a historic time in
Congress. We have stopped the out of
control spending frenzy in Washington,
DC and have reestablished fiscal re-
sponsibility to the Federal Govern-
ment.

We balance the budget by 2002, the
first time in nearly 30 years. I was in
high school when the budget was last
balanced. My daughter just graduated
from high school. An entire generation
of budget deficit. We must stop accu-
mulating debt for our children and
their children to pay. With a national
debt of more than $5 trillion its time
we balanced the budget.

We also provide the first tax cut in 16
years—3$96 billion over the next 5 years.
We didn’t balance the budget by raising
their taxes. We let folks keep more of
what they earn.

Three-quarters of the tax cuts from
this bill go to those making less than
$75,000 a year. Taxes for a family with
two kids making $30,000 a year will see
their taxes cut 50 percent. In a State
like Idaho, where the median house-
hold income is about $20,000, this is sig-
nificant relief to those who deserve and
need it most.

This tax cut empowers American
families with choices which allow them
to better plan their future and the fu-
ture of their children. This tax cut bill
provides a permanent $5600 per child tax
credit for families with children under
the age of 17. Families can spend and
invest this money in ways they think
best, and families will do that better
than government ever will.

We also encourage the education of
future generations. This bill creates
HOPE scholarship tax credits for fami-
lies already paying for higher edu-
cation. We create tax free education in-
vestment accounts so families can save
for future education expenses. Families
can also make penalty-free with-
drawals from existing IRA’s for edu-
cational purposes. We’ve brought the
dream of affording college to more
American families.

We also reward the financial success
of current generations, not penalize it,
by reducing capital gains taxes from 28
percent to 20 percent. We increase the
death tax exemption from the current
$600,000 to $1,000,000 over the next 10
years. We allow families not to pay tax
on money they receive from the sale of
their homes. We raise the death tax ex-
emption on small businesses and farms
up to $1.3 million effective January 1,
1998. No longer will we tax out of exist-
ence businesses that have been in fami-
lies for generations by forcing the heirs
to sell the business just to pay the es-
tate taxes.

Last week an Idaho couple, Chuck
and Sarah Johnson, came in to see me
about the death tax and the threat it
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poses to their families’ future. The
Johnsons, who own and operate a dairy
farm in Meridian, ID, told me that un-
less Congress changes the current con-
fiscatory estate tax laws on small busi-
nesses they will not be able to pass on
their lives’ work to their sons.

The Johnsons’ assets, like most fam-
ily businesses, are in the land and
equipment used to run the operation.
They don’t have nonproductive cash
laying around to pay taxes. Small busi-
ness is the economic life blood of Idaho
and the nation, and this legislation
recognizes and rewards families like
the Johnsons for their hard work.

I am proud to vote in favor of the
Balanced Budget Act and the Taxpayer
Relief Act. In 1992, when I submitted
my name for election to the U.S. Sen-
ate, I promised to expand tax credits
for parents with children, to cut cap-
ital gains taxes, to reduce death taxes,
to expand individual retirement ac-
counts to pay for education expenses.
With passage of these bills the Con-
gress has accomplished these impor-
tant goals.

Promises made, promises kept; taxes
cut and the budget balanced.

COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING BENEFITS

Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, I
would like to commend the conferees
for the provisions of this legislation
that establish new preventive care ben-
efits within the Medicare Program.
There has been some criticism of these
provisions by those who do not see the
wisdom of adding new Medicare bene-
fits at a time when we are cutting over
$110 billion from the program. How-
ever, at a time when we are forced to
reduce program spending, our goal
should be to make the overall program
as cost-effective as possible. These new

preventive benefits, particularly
colorectal cancer screening, are both
medically wise and economically

smart. I am proud to have the oppor-
tunity to be in the Senate at a time
when we enact these new benefits into
law.

I am pleased that the conference re-
port provides that the determination
by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services [HHS] regarding the coverage
of the Dbarium examination as a
colorectal cancer screening provision
will be made by January 1, 1998 or
within 90 days of enactment, whichever
is earlier. Given the recent rec-
ommendations of the American Cancer
Society and reports by the Agency for
Health Care Policy and Research and
other groups, I see no reason that HHS
cannot meet this deadline. Medicare
coverage of colorectal cancer screening
takes effect on January 1, 1998. This
deadline assures that the determina-
tion on Medicare coverage of the bar-
ium examination and other screening
procedures will be made as the program
goes into effect.

I also note that the conference report
incorporates language from the Senate
provision directing the Secretary of
HHS to consult with appropriate orga-
nizations in making the determination
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with regard to coverage of the barium
examination and other new screening
technology. The American Cancer So-
ciety is one of the organizations that
HHS should consult with because that
group, more than any other, represents
the interests of cancer patients and
their families. The new ACS guidelines,
which I understand are based upon the
results of a 2-year study by a panel of
16 experts on colorectal cancer, should
be of great assistance to HHS in estab-
lishing the best possible colorectal can-
cer screening program for Medicare re-
cipients.

Mr. President, this budget agreement
represents a major accomplishment for
our Government, our economy, and our
Nation as a whole. It also represents a
major step forward for elderly Ameri-
cans across this country. These new
preventive benefits will help our senior
citizens and save thousands of lives. I
am glad to have had the opportunity to
work on this legislation. Thank you,
Mr. President.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following views in dissent to
the provisions contained in title III,
Communications and Spectrum Alloca-
tion Provisions of the Budget Rec-
onciliation Act of 1997. As a subcon-
feree on title III, I stand in opposition
to the provisions adopted by the sub-
conference, and ultimately, the Con-
gress. These provisions are a classic ex-
ample of the charade that is being per-
petuated on the American public under
the guise of balancing the budget. The
administration and the congressional
leadership have devised a plan that
turns sound communications policy on
its head.

The final product actually represents
the first time the Administration and
Budget Committees admit that their
original assessments on spectrum auc-
tions were unrealistic. Their admission
is reflected in the fact that, also for
the first time, universal service funds
will be used to make up the shortfall in
the auctions in order to balance the
budget. Unfortunately, the price that
we will pay for their recognizing the
error of their ways, will result in high-
er phone rates for rural America.

Title III contains dramatic changes
to long-standing communications pol-
icy. There were many policy changes
made that I do not support and deserve
greater discussion. But for purposes of
this statement, I will only discuss the
following three issues:

First, for the first time, the U.S.
budget will be balanced by raiding the
universal service fund. This is one of
the most blatant budget gimmicks to
plug a shortfall as I have ever seen.
The bill language as provided to the
Budget Committee actually had a
blank line for the dollar amount to be
filled in at some later point. In the end,
the universal service plug was $3 bil-
lion. It is not quite clear how the lan-
guage will actually work—if it works
at all. It clearly imposes a financial
burden on the telephone companies in
an effort to float an interest free loan
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to the Government. In essence, we are
asking small telephone companies to
make do without the financial support
they rely on every month and may
force these companies to raise rates.

Second, the deal struck by the ad-
ministration and the congressional
leadership requires the Federal Com-
munications Commission [FCC] to auc-
tion broadcast licenses. This is a funda-
mental change to our long-held policy
that broadcasters are licensed to serve
the public interest. The Congress and
the FCC impose special public interest
obligations on broadcasters and that is
why broadcasters were exempted from
auctions under the original auction au-
thority. But now we need money to pay
the bills and so the conference has se-
lectively targeted a group of pending
broadcast licenses to be assigned by
competitive bidding, not by compara-
tive hearings. These applicants had no
notice and no opportunity to challenge
this change in policy. All of the pend-
ing applicants sought these licenses
with the expectancy of comparative
hearings. Now we have budget folks
coming in here and telling us that
budget policy is more important than
communications policy.

Along these same lines, the deal
eliminates the FCC’s ability to use lot-
teries as an assignment process, except
in the case of assigning public broad-
cast licenses. Here, we preserved the
FCC’s authority to use comparative
hearings to assign these licenses. I urge
the FCC to develop appropriate criteria
to assign these licenses. The local com-
munities deserve the right to have
qualified public broadcast licensees.
Public broadcasting is too important
to leave to random chance.

Third, the last point I want to make
relates to the change made to the local
ownership rules under the guise of in-
creasing the pool of bidders for the
analog auction. The deal waives the
FCC’s rules on duopoly and newspaper-
broadcast cross-ownership for the pur-
pose of allowing these parties to bid on
the analog return spectrum in 2001.
Subsection 3003(D) of the reconciliation
conference report violates Section
313(b)(1)(D) of the Budget Act, also
known as the ‘“‘Byrd Rule.”

These provisions are in violation of
the Byrd Rule because: First, the inclu-
sion of these provisions has no revenue
impact as indicated by CBO letter
dated July 14, 1997; Second these provi-
sions fail to qualify as a necessary
term and condition for the purposes of
conducting the auction; third these
provisions selectively benefit one com-
petitor over another by maintaining
other ownership Ilimitations; and
fourth these provisions represent sub-
stantive policy changes to the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, and
can be achieved by the free-standing
pieces of legislation already introduced
in the House and Senate.

Here, subsection 3003(D) is applicable
only in cities with populations greater
than 400,000 as measured by the 1990 de-
cennial census. For purposes of deter-
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mining cities with populations in ex-
cess of 400,000, the FCC should refer to
the April 1, 1990 Decennial Census, as
referenced in PPL-27 Table 3, Resident
Population for Cities with Population
Greater than 100,000 Sorted by Popu-
lation Rank. The FCC should take note
that this is the first time the Congress
has directed the FCC to issue a blanket
waiver of these two rules and estab-
lished a statutory threshold that relief
is only permissible in these specified
markets; and furthermore, the relief is
only justified when there is an increase
in the number of broadcast outlets in
the large markets.

The legislative history supports this
position. The House provision estab-
lished a blanket waiver of these provi-
sions for all markets. The final provi-
sion provides for relief only in cities
with populations greater than 400,000.
In contrast to the general review of the
duopoly rule required under the Tele-
communications Act of 1996, the Con-
gress here has spoken clearly that
media concentration is not warranted
at this time, particularly in cities with
populations 1less than 400,000, and
should only be allowed when there is a
possible increase in the number of
broadcast outlets. Here that increase
in the number of broadcast outlets is
anticipated at the end of the digital TV
transition when the FCC will auction
off the returned analog spectrum.

It is important to note that repeal of
these two rules represents a drastic
change in policy. For years, the policy
has been to preserve diversity and
sources of information. In particular, a
merger between a daily newspaper and
a broadcast station will reduce the
independent sources of news in the
community. The budget deal’s elimi-
nation of the newspaper-broadcast
cross-ownership rule exacerbates the
growing recent problem of media con-
centration because even in large met-
ropolitan areas there is often only one
major daily newspaper. In such a com-
munity, that newspaper may be the
only major source of non-broadcast
local news and information. With a
city’s only newspaper aligned with
major broadcast stations, a great deal
of power and influence is held by a few
individuals at the expense of the needs
of the community.

For example, the October 23, 1995,
edition of Electronic Media reports ex-
amples of newspaper/broadcast cross
ownership situations where critical in-
formation for the community was sti-
fled because of the lack of independ-
ence by the news outlets. For example,
during a particularly contentious
strike at the major newspaper in De-
troit, the cross-owned tv and radio sta-
tions were forbidden to air stories
about the strike. In addition, a broad-
cast story about cheating by auto-
motive repair shops was canceled be-
cause of potential loss of advertising
revenues at the cross-owned newspaper.
A company that owns a broadcast sta-
tion and a newspaper would likely com-
bine its news departments in order to
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achieve economies of scale. The prob-
lem though is not an economic one, but
one of information and diversity of
views. Such combinations reduce the
diversity of sources of local news and
public affairs in that community.

I ask unanimous consent that the
letters to which I referred be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letters
were ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, July 14, 1997.

Hon. ERNEST F. HOLLINGS,

Ranking Democrat, Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: As you requested, I am
pleased to provide you with additional infor-
mation regarding CBO’s estimates of the re-
ceipts from auctioning licenses to use the
spectrum that is currently allocated for
broadcasting analog television signals. As
you indicated in your letter, CBO estimated
that the analog spectrum provisions in the
House-passed version of the reconciliation
bill would increase receipts by $500 million
more than those in the Senate-passed
version of the bill.

The difference between these two esti-
mates is attributable to language included in
the Senate-passed version of the bill that
would direct the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) to extend analog broad-
cast licenses beyond 2006 under certain con-
ditions. Both versions would provide for the
extension of analog broadcast licenses under
certain circumstances but under the Senate
version such an extension would be more
likely. CBO believes that the possibility of
any extension of the existing licenses would
make the returned analog spectrum less de-
sirable to potential bidders because they
would be uncertain as to when they would be
able to use the spectrum. As a result, we
have discounted our estimates of auction re-
ceipts to reflect the probability of such an
extension.

The provisions in the House version of the
bill waiving the duopoly and cross-ownership
rules for newspapers and broadcast stations
did not contribute to the difference between
the cost estimates of the two versions of the
bill.

If you wish further details, we will be
pleased to provide them. The CBO staff con-
tacts are Rachel Forward, David Moore, and
Perry Beider.

Sincerely,
JUNE E. O’NEILL,
Director.

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON COM-
MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION,

Washington, DC, July 9, 1997.
Hon. JUNE O’NEILL,
Director, Congressional Budget Office, Ford

House Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR DIRECTOR O’NEILL: In its June 27, 1997
cost estimate of H.R. 2015, the Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) scored the revenues gen-
erated from the auction of returned analog
spectrum at $3.2 billion. (See CBO June 27,
1997 Cost Estimate at Table 5.) However, in
its July 2, 1997 cost estimate of S. 947, CBO
scored the revenues generated from the auc-
tion of returned analog spectrum at $2.7 bil-
lion. (See CBO July 2, 1997 Cost Estimate at
Table 4.)

My understanding is that the $500 million
difference in the CBO scores results from the
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discretion granted to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) to extend a li-
cense beyond 2006. Is my understanding cor-
rect? Therefore, based on that assumption, is
it not the case that the House provisions
waiving the duopoly and newspaper-broad-
cast cross-ownership rules do not have a rev-
enue impact on the House score given by
CBO?

Due to the fact that the Reconciliation
Conference will begin tomorrow, I would ap-
preciate a response by noon tomorrow.
Thank you in advance for your assistance
with this matter.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS,
Ranking Democrat.

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, when the
budget agreement was announced in
May, I expressed a great deal of skep-
ticism about whether it would provide
adequate tax relief to hard-working
American families, whether Medicare’s
solvency would be assured, and wheth-
er the savings necessary to achieve a
balanced federal budget would really be
obtained.

After reviewing the two bills that are
before the Senate today—bills intended
to implement the budget agreement—I
must still conclude that they are, by
themselves, inadequate. Too little tax
relief is provided to Americans—with
or without children—who go to work
every day, play by the rules, and strug-
gle to make ends meet. Too little is in-
vested in creating jobs and making our
country more competitive.

The legislation does extend Medicare
solvency, but only for a decade. It is
disappointing, to say the least, that
President Clinton failed to step up to
the plate and fight for the significant
reforms that an overwhelming, bipar-
tisan majority of the Senate supported
to put Medicare on a more stable foot-
ing for our children and grandchildren
in the decades to come.

Nevertheless, Mr. President, the bills
represent steps in the right direction.
They provide at least some tax relief to
millions of families who are trying to
do right by their children, to young
Americans who are striving to get a
higher education and make our com-
munities better and more productive
places for us to live, and for seniors
who need relief from capital gains or
estate taxes to make ends meet in
their retirement years.

They will extend Medicare solvency,
while expanding the health-care
choices available to seniors. There are
tough, new antifraud provisions de-
signed to weed out and punish those
who would steal Medicare dollars from
older Americans. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans will be able to save
money tax-free to pay for health care
in new medical savings accounts, and
seniors will no longer be denied the
right to purchase health services from
a doctor of their choosing.

In addition to Medicare reform, the
bill reforms Medicaid, and achieves
savings in the Student Loan Program,
Federal retirement, and housing. It
raises money from the auctioning of
broadcast spectrum. In all, the legisla-
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tion achieves about $130 billion in sav-
ings over a 5-year period.

Should we have done more? Yes.
While many people will benefit from
the tax-relief bill, many others will be
left out. But with President Clinton op-
posed to a broader tax-relief package,
and without the votes to pass a bill
over his objection, it is clear that a
more far-reaching measure has no
chance of passage in the near term. So
we are faced with the choice of either
providing at least a limited amount of
tax relief this year, or denying relief to
everyone.

For me, that is an easy choice. We
ought to do what we can now and keep
fighting for more. This is by no means
the end of the fight. Just as the tax re-
lief provided to small businesses last
year was not the end of the road, this
is not the end, either. It is one more
step in the direction of providing the
tax relief that the American people so
badly need and deserve.

The amendment I offered to the
budget agreement back in May makes
clear that the door is open for addi-
tional tax relief next year, and I intend
to be back fighting for more. And in
any event, interim tax relief, which
really adds a great deal of complexity
to the Tax Code, is no substitute for
permanent structural reforms that will
move us toward a fairer, flatter tax
that will provide relief for everyone.

Mr. President, the cornerstone of the
tax bill before the Senate today is the
$500-per-child tax credit that Senators
GRAMS, COATS, HUTCHINSON, NICKLES,
and I introduced on the day Congress
reconvened this year. It is an idea that
many of us have pursued for a number
of years, and it has been a top goal of
the Republican Congress since 1994.
With the idea finally on the verge of
becoming law, others are now claiming
credit. As President Kennedy put it,
“victory has a thousand fathers.” So be
it.

Mr. President, just think what $500
per child will mean to a married couple
with two children and an income of
$35,000 a year. That family will see a 40
percent reduction in its tax bill. Think
what that will mean in terms of help-
ing to pay for child care, health or den-
tal care, clothes, or a trip to summer
camp. Obviously, $500 is no panacea—
anyone who has raised a child knows
how expensive a proposition that can
be—but it will help.

Think what a single mom in the
inner city could do with an extra $500
per child. It might help provide after-
school care to keep a son or daughter
off the streets, safe, and out of trouble.
Maybe it would help her send her child
to a better, safer school, or just put
food on the table.

We are talking here about letting
hard-working, tax-paying families keep
more of what they earn to do what
they know is best for themselves and
their children. We put our faith and
trust in families.

We also create new opportunities in
this bill for people to save for their re-
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tirement in enhanced individual retire-
ment accounts. Nonworking spouses
will be able to save a full $2,000 annu-
ally in an IRA regardless of the work-
ing spouses’ access to a pension plan.
Penalty-free early withdrawals would
be allowed for first-time home pur-
chases to make the dream of home
ownership a reality for more Ameri-
cans. For those trying to sell their
homes, we provide a meaningful cap-
ital-gains exclusion.

This legislation provides significant
new incentives to help people save for a
college education. And what better way
to ensure that the next generation is
prepared to lead us to a brighter future
than to ensure greater access to higher
learning: new opportunities to save
tax-free in education savings accounts,
an extension of the tax exclusion for
employer-provided educational assist-
ance, and a $2,500-per-year student-loan
interest deduction.

Mr. President, the family and edu-
cation credits are probably the most
popular parts of this tax-relief pack-
age, but there are other important pro-
visions included as well.

I know that not as many people are
concerned about capital-gains and es-
tate-tax relief compared to the edu-
cation tax credits in particular, but I
would suggest that unless good paying
jobs are available for young people
when they graduate, education tax
credits will amount to little more than
empty promises. We need to do more,
and that is why the capital-gains and
estate-tax provisions are in this bill.

Three decades ago, the Nation’s bi-
partisan leadership joined together in
calling for a deep reduction in the cap-
ital-gains tax rate. In fact, it was
President John F. Kennedy who rec-
ommended a plan that would have
taxed only 30 percent of long-term
gains. In other words, President Ken-
nedy would have excluded 70 percent of
gains—a far greater reduction than is
contained here.

There was a reason that he called for
a significant cut in the capital-gains
tax. “The present tax treatment of cap-
ital gains and losses is both inequitable
and a barrier to economic growth,” the
President said. ‘“The tax on capital
gains directly affects investment deci-
sions, the mobility and flow of risk
capital from static to more dynamic
situations, the ease or difficulty expe-
rienced by new ventures in obtaining
capital, and thereby the strength and
potential for growth of the economy.”

In other words, if we are concerned
about whether new jobs are being cre-
ated, whether new technology is devel-
oped, whether workers have the tools
they need to do a more efficient job, we
should support measures that reduce
the cost of capital to facilitate the
achievement of all of these things. Re-
member, for every employee, there was
an employer who took risks, made in-
vestments, and created jobs. But that
employer needed capital to start.

President Kennedy recognized that.
He recognized that our country is
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stronger and more prosperous when our
people are united in support of a com-
mon goal—and alternatively, that we
are weaker and more vulnerable when
Americans are divided among lines of
race, gender, and income.

While some politicians may employ
divisive class warfare to their political
advantage today, President Kennedy
simply put good policy ahead of good
politics. And I am with him.

The capital-gains reductions in this
bill will help keep the economy on
track, producing new jobs and new op-
portunities for all Americans to get
ahead. It will free up resources locked
up in old technology and old invest-
ments, and make them available to up-
date equipment and factories, and put
Americans in a more competitive posi-
tion in the global marketplace.

The estate-tax reductions, too, will
help create new jobs. According to the
Heritage Foundation, outright repeal
would create as many as 150,000 new
jobs a year. But this bill does not re-
peal the death tax. It effectively ad-
justs the tax for inflation over a 9-year
period, and that is all it does. While it
provides an additional exemption for
family owned businesses and farms, the
rules are so complex that I predict few,
if any, will actually benefit from them.

There is something unseemly,
though, about a tax that forces griev-
ing families to visit the funeral home
and the tax collector at the same time.
There is something wrong with a tax
that takes more than half of whatever
someone has managed to acquire over
his or her lifetime with after-tax dol-
lars. The death tax ought to be re-
pealed outright, and I intend to con-
tinue to fight for that objective.

Mr. President, what a difference a
Republican majority in Congress has
made. In 1993, President Clinton and
the Democrat-controlled Congress
passed the largest tax increase in his-
tory, increased spending and left a
budget in deficit for as far as the eye
could see.

This week, Congress will send to the
President a budget that aims for bal-
ance, limits government spending, ex-
tends the solvency of Medicare, and
provides badly needed tax relief to mil-
lions of Americans. It is safe to say
that none of these things could have
been achieved without a Republican
majority.

These bills will not accomplish ev-
erything we set out to do, but with
President Clinton in office, it is un-
likely that we can do much more right
now.

I intend to support these bills as
steps in the right direction, but I in-
tend to keep pushing next year for the
kinds of entitlement reforms that will
protect the next generation, and ex-
pand on the tax relief that today’s gen-
eration needs and deserves.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my views on this his-
toric moment as we offer the American
people a balanced budget for the first
time in almost 30 years. Mr. President,
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this agreement is truly a remarkable
accomplishment for both President
Clinton and Members of Congress, and
it is a well-deserved victory for the
American people. This means less debt
for our children’s generation, lower in-
terest rates for families seeking to buy
a car or a home, and a more vibrant
economy for businesses to expand and
create jobs.

This moment must not be viewed in
isolation because, in many respects,
the victory we claim today stands on
the shoulders of the progress we have
made to reduce the deficit over the
past few years.

Let’s give credit where credit is due.
In 1990, President Bush put this coun-
try above his party and above his own
political ambitions by endorsing a plan
that lowered the deficit by $500 billion.
It was wildly unpopular in his own
party because it raised taxes on afflu-
ent Americans. But it was the right
thing to do. President Bush’s efforts on
behalf of his country should be remem-
bered and commended.

When President Clinton came into of-
fice, he, too, stepped up to the chal-
lenge of combating the deficit. He pro-
posed a far-reaching economic plan in
1993—more appropriately called the
balanced budget plan of 1993—and it
was enacted into law without a single
Republican vote.

President Clinton’s balanced budget
plan, which I supported, has reduced
the deficit by more than 75 percent
from $290 billion in 1992 to an esti-
mated $67 billion this year. That $67
billion represents less than 1 percent of
gross domestic product in 1997, the best
we’ve seen since Harry Truman’s presi-
dency. We have now seen four consecu-
tive years of deficit reduction, some-
thing that has not occurred since be-
fore the Civil War.

And our economy is only getting
stronger as a result of what we did in
1993. The unemployment rate is at 5
percent, representing the lowest level
in 24 years. There have been 12.5 mil-
lion new jobs created in these past 4%
years of the Clinton administration.
That’s more than any prior administra-
tion. Home ownership has increased
from 63.7 to 65.4 percent—the highest
percentage on record. Median family
income is up $1,600 since 1993, rep-
resenting the fastest growth since the
Johnson administration. And the stock
market continues to break records,
growing from 3,200 to 8,000, the fastest
growth rate since World War II. The
list goes on and on.

Clearly, Mr. President, we no longer
hear the voices that predicted that
President Clinton’s plan in 1993 would
not balance the budget, but instead
would cause a recession, raise interest
rates, and put American families out of
work. Those voices of opposition have
been drowned out by our overwhelming
record of successes.

And without this tremendous record
of progress, we could never have what
we have today—the first time in a gen-
eration that our government will not
run a deficit.
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The underlying bill represents the
first tax cut in 16 years. It provides
much-needed tax relief for working
American families. The 1981 and 1986
tax cuts, which I voted against and
which set the Reagan economic pro-
gram in motion, blew a hole in the def-
icit and left us with an astronomical
national debt. By contrast, this bill
promotes fiscal responsibility, sustains
balance, and is the most progressive
economic package since the Lyndon
Johnson package in the 1960’s.

Mr. President, I am particularly
pleased with the child tax credit in-
cluded in this budget agreement. Be-
cause of the efforts of President Clin-
ton and a number of my colleagues in
Congress, the child tax credit will be
expanded to cover 7.5 million more
children from lower income working
families than would have been covered
under the congressional leadership’s
original plan. In my State alone, up-
wards of 692,000 families will be eligible
for this credit—almost 80 percent of
families in my State.

We succeeded in making this credit
largely refundable against income and
payroll taxes, benefiting 27 million
families with 45 million children.
Clearly, Mr. President, this is great
news for the millions of families in
America who, although they work very
hard, still struggle just to make ends
meet.

Mr. President, this bill clearly re-
flects our commitment to expanding
educational opportunity, as it is the
largest investment in higher education
since the GI bill in 1945.

There are few issues more critical to
American families than education. I
think we can all agree that unless we
tap and nurture the talents and ener-
gies of all our people, we won’t be able
to meet the challenges of the 21st cen-
tury. This budget agreement recognizes
this by providing American families
with more than $35 billion in tax relief
for education.

The bill before us today provides in-
creased funding for Head Start, pro-
vides the largest Pell grant increase in
two decades, includes community serv-
ice loan forgiveness, and allows stu-
dents to deduct the interest on their
college loans. Further, this bill in-
cludes a $1,500 HOPE scholarship credit
for the first 2 years of college, and pro-
vides a credit for the second 2 years of
college and for life-long learning, as
well. For Connecticut, this package
means that as many as 149,000 students
will benefit—85,000 more Connecticut
students than under the Republican
proposal.

This bill also provides targeted tax
relief to middle class investors, small
businesses and family farms.

It reduces the capital gains tax rate
in a way that encourages longer term
investments and in a way that provides
relief to a growing percentage of mid-
dle-class Americans reporting capital
gains income on their tax return. And
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we provide measured relief without in-
dexing these gains for inflation, a pro-
vision originally contained in the con-
gressional leadership’s proposal, which
surely would have threatened to throw
our budget out of balance.

Further, if you’ve worked to own a
home, and that home has increased in
value, we exempt up to half a million
dollars of that increase from capital
gains taxes. This provision allows
homeowners to reap the rewards of
home ownership, and encourage more
people to buy homes. This part of the
tax package is particularly meaningful
to homeowners in my State of Con-
necticut who were hurt disproportion-
ately during the recession of 1991.

And, if you’re a farmer of a small
business owner, we exempt the first
$1.3 million of the value of your estate
from taxation, so you can pass on the
fruits of your labor to your children.

Clearly, Mr. President, the bill before
us today, makes a difference to small
investors, small businesses, and hard-
working Americans. It is reasonable
and responsible, and recognizes the
value of providing measured relief to
American families, small businesses,
and family farms. But fundamentally,
this bill isn’t about statistics. It’s
about meeting vital family needs and
providing additional resources to meet
the many challenges our working fami-
lies face. This bill strengthens families
and puts working families first.

And yet, the underlying bill is not a
perfect bill. In the midst of providing
tax relief that is fair and equitable, I
believe it is imperative that we not
lose sight of our obligation to enact
legislation that is fiscally responsible.
We should be enacting legislation that
will allow us to maintain the fiscal dis-
cipline we have worked so hard to
achieve in recent years, dating back to
the wise decisions we made in 1993.

That is way I offered an amendment
during the budget reconciliation nego-
tiations which demanded we adhere to
our budget agreement in which we
agreed to a net tax cut of $85 billion
through 2002, and not more than $250
billion through 2007. And that is why,
today, I have serious concerns about
Joint Committee on Taxation reports
estimating that these tax cuts will cost
$95 billion through 2002 and upwards of
$275 billion by 2007.

Nevertheless, this bill takes several
steps to ensure that the cost of the tax
cuts will not spiral in later years. Most
significantly, it drops the proposal to
index capital gains. In addition, it puts
income limits on individual retirement
accounts.

Mr. President, we must be committed
to preserving the integrity of the bal-
anced budget agreement. The American
people will not be served by a budget
that reaches balance briefly in 2002 and
then veers back out of balance after-
ward.

Mr. President, on the whole, this
agreement is more fair and more dis-
ciplined than any in recent history.
The bill before us today does more for
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working families, more for small busi-
nesses, and more for family farms. We
have stimulated jobs and growth, and
encouraged investment, and most im-
portantly, we have put America’s fami-
lies and their children first. I am proud
of these accomplishments, Mr. Presi-
dent, and, let us not forget that we did
it all while balancing the budget, bene-
fiting Americans today and in the fu-
ture.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to discuss an issue that re-
lates to Medicare’s diabetes self-man-
agement benefit.

As my colleagues know, the reforms
we have under consideration include a
provision which would extend Medicare
coverage of blood glucose monitors and
testing strips to type II diabetics. This
seems to make abundant good sense.

The provision would also reduce the
national payment limit for testing
strips used by diabetics by 10 percent
beginning in 1998.

I have some concern about these poli-
cies especially since the incidence of
diabetes is growing and people are
being afflicted at earlier ages. For ex-
ample, it is an epidemic among Indi-
ans.

It could also impact diabetic pa-
tients. This 10 percent reduction in
payment for diabetes test strips could
prove harmful to many durable med-
ical equipment [DME] suppliers.

I call to my colleagues attention, a
study that is currently being con-
ducted for the Health Care Financing
Administration by AFYA to consider
the reasonableness of Medicare pay-
ments for approximately 100 specific
DME items, including diabetic test
strips.

Once that study is completed, Con-
gress may want to revisit this issue.

By itself, the 10 percent reduction
may cause some DME suppliers, par-
ticularly the smaller operations, to
sustain financial losses such that they
no longer supply test strips. Also, some
suppliers may stop taking assignment
of diabetic test strips because they
cannot afford to furnish Medicare prod-
ucts under the reduced pricing scheme.
This could, in turn, lead to a situation
whereby the Medicare diabetic patient
will pay the difference and may have to
pay the full amount up front and wait
for Medicare to reimburse the reduced
share.

Finally, another issue which I think
is worth mentioning relates to home
oxygen. I have received many calls and
letters from constituents who oppose a
reduction in the monthly payment
amount for home oxygen. This bill re-
duces reimbursements for home oxygen
by 25 percent in 1998 and then an addi-
tional 5 percent in 1999.

I would hope that my colleagues
would take these matters under consid-
eration, and that they join me at some
future point in giving these matters
further consideration.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, the
impending passage of this balanced
budget agreement is a historic moment
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for our nation. This legislation rep-
resents a real victory for all Ameri-
cans. Children, students, families and
senior citizens will all benefit from our
actions today. This budget not only
puts us on a financially responsible
path but also protects the Federal so-
cial safety net.

This legislation is built on consensus,
and no plan built on compromise can
make everyone happy. There are cer-
tain provisions that I wish were in this
bill and there are other provisions that
I feel could have been changed. Overall,
though this budget package provides
benefits that will strengthen our econ-
omy, reduce the tax burden on individ-
uals and families, and eliminate spi-
raling deficits.

The measure provides tax relief to
families and children, with a perma-
nent $500 per child tax credit under the
age of 17. The bill creates incentives for
savings and investment with expanded
individual retirement accounts, reduc-
ing capital gains and increased deduc-
tions for small business. But most im-
portantly, this legislation furthers our
efforts to provide health care and edu-
cation for all children.

This conference report will establish
a new $24 billion health care coverage
program for as many as 5 million unin-
sured children. I would like to express
my special appreciation to Senator
ROoTH and Senator LoOTT for including
in the children’s health initiative a
provision that will allow States, like
Vermont, whose Medicaid coverage for
children already extends beyond 200
percent of poverty, to cover children
with incomes 50 percentage points
higher than their Medicaid cutoff. I
feel this section will give these pio-
neering States the necessary flexibility
and resources to continue moving for-
ward toward the goal of ensuring that
all children have access to quality
health care.

With $35 billion in education tax in-
centives, the bill will ease the burden
on students and families paying for
higher education. These tax incentives
will help families save for college, pay
tuition costs while students are in col-
lege, and repay funds borrowed to pay
for college. The bill’s education tax in-
centives are not limited to college ex-
penses. The bill has a life-long edu-
cation tax credit to help workers who
want to brush-up on their job skills or
learn new employment skills.

In addition, the children’s tax credit
in this bill will result in meaningful
savings for families. For a family with
two children, this bill will result in a
1999 tax bill that’s $1,000 less than they
would have otherwise owed.

This agreement also recognizes the
critical relationship between education
and our national economic well-being.
In a day and age beset by downsizing,
when job skills are constantly becom-
ing outmoded by technological ad-
vances and break-throughs in learning,
education will be a lifetime endeavor. I
am happy that the bill recognizes this,
and makes lifetime learning more eas-
ily affordable. Aid to education is not
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limited to tax incentives; the tax in-
centives are supplemented by meaning-
ful spending increases for scholarship
grants and literacy programs.
Throughout my years in the Congress,
first on the Education and Labor Com-
mittee in the House, and now as chair-
man of the Senate Labor and Human
Resources Committee, I have worked
to make education more readily afford-
able and more easily accessible. This
bill represents an important step in
that direction.

During my tenure in Congress I have
tried hard to put our fiscal house in
order while protecting programs that
are important to the nation. I am
pleased to cast my vote in favor of this
agreement, which I believe does just
that. Today, this body is taking a giant
step closer to insure the future eco-
nomic security of our children and the
next generation.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have
sought recognition to comment on the
historic legislation we are considering
today, which will have profound effects
throughout our Nation as we near the
first balanced Federal budget since
1969. As a longtime supporter of the
balanced budget constitutional amend-
ment and the line-item veto, I am par-
ticularly pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to reflect on the significance of
this occasion.

I think the 5-year glide path to a bal-
anced budget is very important for
America. I think the two big priorities
for America today are education and
health care. I like what is being done
here and in the tax reconciliation bill
we will be considering, but I remain a
little worried about our seniors. We
might have to make some modifica-
tions for their benefit in the future
after we see how some of these changes
are implemented. I will be keeping a
close eye on this issue as I travel in
Pennsylvania’s 67 counties, where we
have more than 2 million senior citi-
zZens.

From the beginning, I have said that
a balanced budget could only become
reality with support from the center.
There is now a feeling around Congress
that the American people are sick of
all the bickering and they have asked
us for action on the issues that mean
the most to them, chief among them
balancing our Nation’s budget. Since
1995, I have worked with the Chafee-
Breaux centrist coalition to try to rec-
oncile the differences between the two
parties on the major entitlement and
tax issues which we needed to address
if we were going to achieve a balanced
budget. I was proud of my association
with this group of 22 Senators, which
got 46 votes for its substitute budget
resolution in 1996 and showed that
there was bipartisan support for a cen-
trist-oriented plan.

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 rep-
resents what I have been saying for
several years, that the budget can be
balanced without leaving a bad taste in
the minds of the public toward Repub-
licans. It can be done without appear-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ing insensitive toward the poor, elder-
ly, children, and without appearing un-
concerned with education, health care,
and the environment. The budget
agreement reflected in this legislation
represents the traditional Republican
objective of balancing spending and
revenues and reflects my approach of
moderation within fiscal conservatism,
or what has been termed compas-
sionate conservatism.

I would not further that this legisla-
tion reflects my preference for cutting
with a scalpel, not a meat ax. As chair-
man and ranking member of the Labor,
Health and Human Services and Edu-
cation Appropriations Subcommittee,
in the past 2 years Senator HARKIN and
I have succeeded in terminating 126
programs totaling $1.4 billion using
this scalpel approach. The patience
that has been demonstrated by our
Budget Committee chairman, Senator
PETE DOMENICI and the other key budg-
et negotiators reflects their action to
achieve the level of savings needed to
bring the budget into balance.

Throughout the budget process, I
have sought to work with my col-
leagues to protect programs and fund-
ing which was particularly important
to groups of Americans least able to
fend for themselves. In particular, I am
pleased to note that the Conference Re-
port includes the $1.5 billion in Medi-
care premium subsidies which are es-
sential for the estimated 3.2 million
American seniors who earn in the area
of $9,000 to $12,000 annually. I initiated
an effort with several of my Republican
colleagues to restore these funds when
they were initially left out of this bill
as reported out of the Finance Com-
mittee. After five of us wrote Majority
Leader TRENT LOTT to urge that the
funds be restored to the bill, the lead-
ership accepted our request and added
the $1.5 billion. Once the funds were re-
stored, however, I still had some con-
cerns about the allocation of these
funds and whether the subsidies would
continue as long as the premium in-
creases. During Senate floor consider-
ation of the bill, I was pleased to offer
an amendment cosponsored by Senator
ROCKEFELLER, SANTORUM, SNOWE, COL-
LINS, and CAMPBELL to make the pre-
mium subsidies permanent as is the
premium increase. Although a major-
ity of Senators voted with us, the
amendment only received 52 of the 60
votes needed to meet certain Budget
Act procedural requirements and thus
failed to be accepted.

Among the reforms I supported in the
Medicare Program is the expanded
array of choices from which bene-
ficiaries can obtain coverage. These
new Medicare Plus plans will include
traditional fee-for-service, provider
sponsored organizations, medical sav-
ings accounts, private plan/health
maintenance organizations, and pre-
ferred provider organizations. Bene-
ficiaries will be given the freedom to
choose the option which best meets
their health care needs. I have also
supported the addition of $4 billion in
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preventive health services to the Medi-
care benefit package, such as coverage
of annual screening for breast, pros-
tate, and colorectal cancer, bone den-
sity screening, and diabetes self-man-
agement services that would include
nutrition therapy and blood testing
strips.

This legislation is designed to pro-
tect the solvency of Medicare for 10
more years. I view this program as part
of our social contract with our senior
and believe that we must keep our
noses to the grindstone to develop a
means of permanently protecting Medi-
care so that it remains available to
provide adequate health care for future
generations of American seniors.

Another group of Americans I have
sought to help in the budget process
are children who do not have access to
adequate health care. I am quite
pleased that the $24 billion child health
program included in this legislation
has the potential to cover over 5 mil-
lion children of the working poor who
currently lack health insurance. My
Healthy Children’s Pilot Program Act
of 1997 [S. 435] was the first Republican
bill introduced in the 105th Congress
which sought to bridge this glaring gap
in the Nation’s health care system. Al-
though I believe that we could have
provided such coverage through a dis-
cretionary spending program that re-
lied on the States to implement cre-
ative new programs, I fully support the
program established under the Bal-
anced Budget Act, which will direct $24
billion over 5 years to States for the
purpose of providing health care to
children in low income families who
earn too much for Medicaid, but too
little to be able to purchase health in-
surance. One specific concern of mine
as Congress crafted this legislation
centered around ensuring that Penn-
sylvania’s vanguard Caring and
BlueCHIP children’s health programs
were protected rather than superseded
by a new Federal bureaucracy. I am
pleased to see that this bill specifically
grandfathers Pennsylvania’s programs,
recognizing them as examples of suc-
cess and innovation.

During consideration of the Senate
version of this legislation, there were
several provisions I could not support
and I am pleased that the Balanced
Budget Act of 1997 does not contain
them. In particular, these were the pro-
visions to extend the Medicare age of
eligibility from 65 to 67, to impose new
copayments on Medicare beneficiaries
receiving home health services, and to
means-test Medicare premiums. As the
final compromise legislation dem-
onstrates, it is possible to reach the
goal of a balanced budget while also
protecting access to quality health
care, affordability, and choice in the
Medicare program. This bill will also
begin what I hope is a bipartisan proc-
ess to address the long term implica-
tions of the baby boom generation for
the Medicare program by establishing a
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Medicare Commission which will re-
port to Congress with recommenda-
tions on how to ensure Medicare pro-
gram solvency well into the 21st Cen-
tury.

Another issue which I have worked
on is preserving funding for Pennsyl-
vania under the Medicaid Dispropor-
tionate Share Hospital Program, which
reimburses States for their payments
to hospitals for medical treatment for
low income Americans. Of particular
importance to Pennsylvania were the
proposed restrictions on the use of
funds by States to reimburse Institutes
of Mental Disease [IMD’s]. While we
were able to convince Chairman ROTH
to delay the restrictions by 1 year dur-
ing Senate floor consideration of the
bill, I continue to be troubled that this
legislation unfairly penalizes Pennsyl-
vania by limiting its ability to spend
Federal resources on IMD’s. I have
worked with Gov. Tom Ridge and Sen-
ator RICK SANTORUM to seek modifica-
tions to these legislative provisions
and would note that Pennsylvania
faced losses of as much as $1.7 billion
under an early draft of the Medicaid re-
form proposal and will instead face re-
ductions in the area of $131 million. I
am not satisfied with the proposed re-
forms in this program and, since the
IMD restrictions do not go into effect
until fiscal year 2000, I will work close-
ly with Governor Ridge and Senator
SANTORUM to see what we can do to en-
sure that Pennsylvania receives its fair
share of Medicaid DSH funds in the
outyears.

In closing, I would note that as with
any comprehensive reform legislation,
it will take some time to determine
what, if any, modifications will be
needed to ensure that we protect sen-
iors, children, and others who rely on
the Federal and State programs that
constitute our social safety net. How-
ever, on the whole, this is a good piece
of legislation which moves us toward
the goal of balancing the Federal budg-

et by 2002.
Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, the bal-

anced budget agreement before us is an
historic document. The agreement puts
us on the path to a balanced budget in
2002, the first balanced budget since
1969.

The agreement contains significant
changes for Medicare, Medicaid, and
welfare. The Children’s Health Insur-
ance Initiative is also a momentous
move toward ensuring all children in
this country will not want for lack of
health care.

This was my first year as a new
member of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. The committee spent many
hours debating and considering the
myriad of issues involved in developing
the Medicare and other health areas of
this budget bill. These issues were com-
plex, the debate long, and decisions
very difficult to make. As with any far-
reaching legislation, no one, including
myself, agrees with every provision in-
cluded.

NEW MEDICARE CHOICES AND BENEFITS

New choices are provided for Medi-
care beneficiaries to choose how they

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

would like to receive their health care.
These choices include: continuing the
traditional fee-for-service Medicare;
provider sponsored organizations which
are similar to HMO’s, except they are
operated by medical providers rather
than insurance companies; private fee-
for-service; preferred provider organi-
zations which allow beneficiaries to
choose doctors outside their HMO net-
work; continuing current private plan
HMO’s that generally provide more
benefits, including prescription drug
coverage, than traditional Medicare, at
a lower cost. A medical savings ac-
count combined with a $6,000 high-de-
ductible policy option will be tested as
a demonstration project limited to
390,000 participants. This $6,000 deduct-
ible is nearly three times as high as the
maximum deductible allowed in last
yvear’s health care reform law. I sup-
ported the Senate version which would
have limited the demonstration to
100,000 participants, and established a
cap on out-of-pocket expenses of $3,000,
which were not accepted in the final
budget agreement. With the bill’s high
deductible, there is serious concern re-
garding whether any but the most af-
fluent Medicare beneficiaries will be
able to choose this option, and if they
do, what the impact of the loss of those
generally healthier and younger bene-
ficiaries will be on the traditional
Medicare fee-for-service option ex-
penses.

Medicare beneficiaries’ future health
will be improved with the inclusion of
new preventive health care services.
These new services include mammog-
raphy, PAP smears, diabetes, prostate
and colorectal screening, bone density
measurement, and vaccines.

MEDICARE FRAUD AND ABUSE PREVENTION

This budget bill also builds on efforts
to reduce Medicare fraud and abuse ef-
forts included in last year’s Health In-
surance Portability and Accountability
Act. A new toll-free telephone number
is established to allow Medicare bene-
ficiaries to report fraud and billing
irregularities directly to the Inspector
General of the Department of Health
and Human Services. It is hoped the
toll-free hotline will encourage bene-
ficiaries to be even more diligent in re-
viewing their Medicare bills, and re-
porting any discrepancies. Addition-
ally, Medicare beneficiaries will be
given the right to request an itemized
billing statement for their Medicare
services.

Suppliers of durable medical equip-
ment must provide information as to
persons with an ownership or control
interest in the company. These sup-
pliers, and home health agencies, com-
prehensive outpatient rehabilitation
facilities and rehabilitation agencies
are all required to post a surety bond
of $50,000. These are efforts to ensure
only legitimate Medicare providers are
certified, and to reduce the incidences
of fraud and abuse in these services.

The Secretary of Health and Human
Services will be able to refuse to enter
into, or renew a Medicare agreement
with a provider, either an individual or
an entity, who has been convicted of a
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felony under Federal or State law for
an offense which would be inconsistent
with the best interests of Medicare
beneficiaries. If a provider has been
mandatorily excluded from partici-
pating in Federal and State health care
programs because of a conviction in-
volving Medicare or Medicaid program-
related crimes, patient abuse, or felo-
nies related to health care fraud or
controlled substances, the exclusion
shall be for a period of 10 years if the
provider has been convicted on only
one occasion, and permanently ex-
cluded if the provider has been con-
victed on two or more occasions. Its
the old three strikes and you are out
reapplied.

LONG-TERM MEDICARE REFORMS

As a member of the senate Finance
Committee, I supported efforts that
would have begun to make long-term
Medicare reforms. I am disappointed
none of these proposals were included
in this final budget.

Over the past 2 years, the rapidly ris-
ing costs of the Medicare program, and
its future solvency, have been major
concerns. The 1997 Medicare Trustees
Report concluded the Medicare part A
trust fund, providing hospital service
coverage, is likely to become insolvent
as early as 2001. This balanced budget
does buy us approximately 10 more
years of trust fund solvency. But un-
less we promptly address the solvency
of Medicare, we will still face a medical
and fiscal crisis as the baby boomers
retire, and begin to rely upon Medi-
care.

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that Medicare costs in 1997 will
be $212 billion. In 2007, the costs are es-
timated to total over $467 billion—well
over a 100 percent increase.

In the year 2011 alone, the year the
baby boom generation begins to reach
656 years of age, more than two and a
half million individuals will become
Medicare eligible. Medicare cannot
come close to covering these future re-
tirees, as well as those already retired,
unless changes are made. This is the
harsh reality we should have dealt with
in this budget.

I firmly believe a reduction in Medi-
care benefits for eligible beneficiaries
should not occur. Yet, to ensure these
health care benefits continue, changes
must be made elsewhere in the Medi-
care program.

Raising the Medicare eligibility age
to coincide with the Social Security
eligibility age, and increasing the costs
of the Medicare Part B—the physician
and outpatient services coverage—
monthly premium of the most affluent
4 percent of all Medicare recipients are
two ways to ensure our Medicare pro-
gram remains solvent past 2001—and
that benefits are not reduced for all
older Americans.

In fact, in 1983, during the Reagan ad-
ministration, similar age eligibility re-
quirement changes were made for So-
cial Security beneficiaries to help pro-
long the solvency of that program as
well.
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The Senate bill would have increased
the age of eligibility for Medicare from
65 years to 67 years of age. Yet this
shift would have taken place during a
span of 25 years—from 2003 to 2027—and
would not have affected anyone who is
currently receiving Medicare benefits.

One of the major criticisms of the
Medicare age increase proposal was
that it could leave many seniors with-
out adequate health care coverage if
they choose to retire earlier. Cur-
rently, if an individual wants to retire
earlier than the Social Security retire-
ment age of 65 years, the individual
takes a reduction in his or her Social
Security benefit. We could allow early
retirees, who are Social Security eligi-
ble, to buy in to Medicare coverage ear-
lier. This may, however, require higher
costs for such beneficiaries, until they
reached the age of full eligibility for
Social Security and Medicare benefits.

This final budget bill has bought us
some time to deal responsibly with pre-
serving Medicare. A national bipar-
tisan commission will be established to
recommend long-term Medicare re-
forms to ensure this vital health care
program can meet the challenge of pro-
viding coverage for the baby boom gen-
erations. When this commission re-
ports its recommendations, Congress
must act upon its reform recommenda-
tions immediately. And it would be ir-
responsible of Congress not to make
the tough, often unpopular, decisions
that are going to be necessary to pre-
serve this vital program. The sooner
these reforms are made, the sooner we
can ensure future Medicare bene-
ficiaries will not face a reduction in
covered medical services, and that
Medicare survives into the 21st cen-
tury.

CHILD HEALTH CARE

This budget agreement is also a piv-
otal effort to address the needs of the
10 million uninsured children in this
country. An unprecedented $24 billion
will be flowing to States to provide
health care to these children. This new
child health program will be paid for,
in part, by a 10-cent-per-pack increase
in the cigarette tax for the years 2000
and 2001, and another 5-cent-per-pack
increase in 2002, for a total of 15 cents.
Although I would have preferred the
full 20-cent increase in the cigarette
tax that the Senate included in its
version of the budget bill, this increase
will still provide a substantial increase
in the number of children receiving
health care coverage.

I am, however, concerned with these
final child health provisions. The Sen-
ate child health proposal would have
ensured children had a comprehensive
benefits package. Children’s health
care coverage would have specifically
included such services as vision and
hearing, prescription drugs, and mental
health care. Instead, States will decide
what benefits to offer.

The importance of a comprehensive
benefit package, tailored to the spe-
cific health care needs of children, is
key to ensuring that these new health
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care funds are used as to benefit chil-
dren. This final bill provides States a
number of options to determine a bene-
fits package.

As a former Governor, I understand
the desires of State Governors who
want freedom to determine how to use
the Federal child health funds. How-
ever, the goal, first and foremost, is to
provide children throughout this coun-
try the health care services they need.
Given the amount of Federal child
health funds going out to the States,
and the creativity shown in the past by
some States in skirting restrictions
placed on Federal funding, I am con-
cerned some of these vital funds could
find their way to other areas.

Such a diversion of funds occurred
several years ago, when Congress ap-
propriated money for the States to
begin receiving Medicaid DSH—dis-
proportionate share hospital—Federal
funds. This money was to help hos-
pitals providing care to the poorest and
most vulnerable people cover their in-
creased expenses. Some States’ money
found its way into State road construc-
tion budgets among other uses. Con-
gress had to step in and take corrective
action.

This budget bill will allow States to
use 10 percent of the child health ini-
tiative funds for noncoverage purposes,
which are defined as administration
and health care outreach. That 10 per-
cent is $2.4 billion of the total Child
Health Care Initiative—and that is sig-
nificant money. Congress must ensure
States use all of the child health funds
for the purpose for which they are in-
tended—to provide the children of this
country comprehensive health care
coverage period.

CONCLUSION

As historic as this balanced budget
may be, it marks a first step toward
what must be done to assure the mil-
lions of Americans who are current and
future Medicare beneficiaries that
their health care benefits will con-
tinue. There is much work yet to be
done to honor the commitment this
country has made to Medicare to as-
sure not only that these health care
services continue, but the quality and
scope of care are sustained, and the
rampant fraud and abuse of the pro-
gram is brought to a halt. Necessary
reforms are required. The sooner they
are implemented, the sooner Medicare
can be assured of continuing into the
21st century. We are taking a major
step toward this goal today, but many
steps are yet to be taken.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, the
impending passage of this balanced
budget agreement is a historic moment
of our Nation. The vote that my col-
leagues and I are making in support of
this balanced budget agreement is a
vote that each American should take
pride in. This legislation represents a
real victory for all Americans. Chil-
dren, students, senior citizens, and
families will all benefit from our ac-
tions today. This conference report will
put this country on a financially re-
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sponsible path while also taking the
necessary steps to protect Medicare
and provide health care coverage to our
Nation’s uninsured children.

This legislation is built on consensus,
and no plan built on compromise can
make everyone happy. There are cer-
tain provisions that I wish were in this
bill and there are other provisions that
I feel could have been changed. How-
ever, it is more important that we
move the process forward instead of
shutting down the system. Overall,
though this budget package provides
benefits that will strengthen our econ-
omy, reduce the tax burden on individ-
uals and families and eliminate spi-
raling deficits.

The measure provides tax relief to
families by providing a permanent $500-
per-child tax credit for children under
the age of 17. The bill creates incen-
tives for savings and investment with
expanded individual retirement ac-
counts, reducing capital gains and in-
creased deductions for small business.
The legislation provides for estate tax
relief which will affect many residents
of my home state of Vermont. The bill
will impose roughly $297 billion in sav-
ings over the next 5 years and $900 bil-
lion over the next 10 years while still
protecting programs that are vital to
the interest of all Americans. But most
importantly, this legislation furthers
our efforts to provide health care and
education for children.

Mr. President, there is no resource
more precious than the children who
are right now playing in the school
yards from Vermont to California. I
worked closely with my colleagues
Senator HATCH, Senator KENNEDY, Sen-
ator CHAFEE, and Senator ROCKE-
FELLER to develop legislation that
would provide health care coverage for
our Nation’s uninsured children. This
conference report will establish a new
$24 billion health care coverage pro-
gram for as many as 5 million unin-
sured children. The establishment of
this coverage is not the end but only
the beginning to ensure that every
child born in this country will have a
healthy start in order for them to ful-
fill their own personal American
dream.

I would like to express my special ap-
preciation to Senator ROTH and Sen-
ator LOTT for including in the Chil-
dren’s Health Initiative a provision
that will allow States like Vermont
whose Medicaid coverage for children
already extends beyond 200 percent of
poverty to cover children with incomes
50 percentage points higher than their
Medicaid cutoff. I feel this section will
give these pioneering States the nec-
essary flexibility and resources to con-
tinue moving forward toward the goal
of ensuring that all children have ac-
cess to quality health care. In addition,
the children’s tax credit in this bill
will result in meaningful savings for
families. For a family with two chil-
dren, this bill will result in a 1999 tax
bill that’s $1,000 less than they would
have otherwise owed.
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The children’s tax credits in this bill
will result in meaningful savings for
families with children. For a family
with two children, this bill will result
in a 1999 tax bill that’s $1,000 less than
they would have otherwise owed. In ad-
dition, the bill recognizes the critical
relationship between education and our
national economic well-being. With $39
billion in education tax incentives, the
bill will ease the burden on families
paying for higher education. These tax
incentives will help families save for
college, pay tuition costs while stu-
dents are in college, and repay funds
borrowed to pay for college. And the
bill’s education tax incentives are not
limited to college expenses. The bill
has a life-long education tax credit to
help workers who want to brush up on
their job skills or learn new employ-
ment skills.

This agreement also recognizes the
critical relationship between education
and our national economic well-being.
In a day and age beset by downsizing,
when job skills are constantly becom-
ing outmoded by technological ad-
vances and breakthrough in learning,
education will be a lifetime endeavor. I
am happy that the bill recognizes this,
and makes lifetime learning more eas-
ily affordable. Aid to education is not
limited to tax incentives; the tax in-
centives are supplemented by meaning-
ful spending increases for scholarship
grants and literacy programs.
Throughout my years in the Congress,
first on the Education and Labor Com-
mittee in the House of Representatives,
and now as chairman of the Senate
Labor and Human Resources Com-
mittee, I have worked to make edu-
cation more readily affordable and
more easgily accessible. This bill rep-
resents important steps in that direc-
tion.

During my tenure in Congress, I have
tried hard to put our fiscal house in
order while protecting programs that
are important to the Nation. I am
pleased to cast my vote in favor of this
agreement, which I believe does just
that. This plan finally puts four walls
and a roof on a foundation toward a
balanced budget that this Congress has
been building over the last 15 years.
Today, this body is taking giant steps
closer to ensure the future economic
security of our children and the next
generation.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, a lit-
tle over two weeks ago, I sat down with
several Albuquerque families who are
working hard to pay the bills, put food
on the table, and give their children a
good home. Among those gathered at
the meeting, there was Carol Howell,
who is struggling with the help of her
husband to make ends meet and raise
four children. And there was Jan
Usinger, a divorced mother with a Mas-
ters degree in French, working three
jobs to build a decent life for her three
children.

Each of the families I met were per-
fect examples of who should reap the
benefits of any tax relief package pro-
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duced by Congress. And yet, what
brought us together that day was the
sad fact that none of these families
would be able to claim the highly-tout-
ed $5600 per child tax credit in the bill
passed by the Senate —not because
they earned too much money, but be-
cause they earned too little. In the
eyes of some in Congress, these fami-
lies were not rich enough to deserve
the full child tax credit. Some even ar-
gued that to give hard-working fami-
lies making about $25,000 a year a tax
break was like giving them welfare.

I’'m pleased to say that in the heated
debate that took place in Washington
over who should be allowed to claim
the child tax credit, these families fi-
nally won—and they won big. Jan
Usinger, who would have seen only $6
in tax relief from the child credit under
the House bill, will now get a tax break
of $1,500 in the final bill negotiated be-
tween the President and Congress.
That’s no small change when you con-
sider the cost of clothing, school sup-
plies and child care.

The final tax relief compromise en-
acted last week is a significant victory
for the Usingers, and for the millions of
working and middle-income families
like them across the country. Some of
the more helpful provisions in the bill
will help offset the cost of raising chil-
dren, make college more affordable,
and even help adults go back to school
for more training. There is also a $24
billion set-aside to provide health in-
surance to more children from working
families now unable to afford it.

The child tax credit tops the list of
provisions New Mexico families will
find most helpful. This new child credit
will be available to families earning be-
tween $15,000 and $30,000, as well as
those making between $30,000 to
$150,000 a year. The size of the credit
will vary according to the number of
children and parents in the family,
along with other factors.

Best of all, the credit can be used to
reduce a family’s total federal tax bur-
den—whether it’s income taxes or fed-
eral payroll taxes. This is a key change
from earlier versions of the bill, and it
will make a big difference for the near-
ly three-quarters of lower-income
working Americans who pay more pay-
roll taxes than income taxes. Further-
more, employers will be instructed to
make adjustments on withholding
forms so that families can see the ben-
efit of this credit as soon as possible.

While the economic benefits of a col-
lege-educated workforce have increased
tremendously over recent years, the fi-
nancial obstacles have increased even
faster. To help make higher education
more accessible, the tax bill now in-
cludes a $1,600 tax credit for the first
two years of college, and a credit of up
to $1,000 for students after their first
two years of college. Together, these
credits would cover nearly all the costs
of the average public college in the
U.S. Workers can also receive up to
$5,2560 in employer-provided training
each year, without having to count the
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benefit as taxable income. At a time
when workers must continually update
their skills, this break will help them
get the training they need to make it
in today’s job market.

Finally, a major source of economic
anxiety for working families is the cost
of medical care. Almost 150,000 New
Mexico children are without health in-
surance, and many of them come from
working families who earn too much to
qualify for Medicaid, but not enough to
afford health insurance for their chil-
dren. The provision setting aside $24
billion for expanding children’s health
insurance was designed with these
working families in mind. It will pro-
vide states like New Mexico the re-
sources to cover these children, giving
them access to everything from routine
checkups and antibiotics to emergency
medical care. This provision will help
more kids develop into healthy adults,
and it will do so without imposing un-
workable new federal mandates.

It’s important to note that this tax
relief would not be possible or respon-
sible, were we not on the brink of bal-
ancing the federal budget. In 1992, our
nation ran a whopping $290 billion
budget deficit, which has been shaved
down to an estimated $45 billion this
year. I think it is fair to say that if our
country had not tightened its belt in
the 1993 budget package to achieve this
deficit reduction, interest rates would
probably be higher, unemployment
higher, and our economic growth slow-
er. Now the people who helped sacrifice
to get us to the point where we are
today—Ilike the 70 percent of New Mexi-
cans earning under $30,000 a year—are
getting some deserved tax relief.

This tax deal is not perfect, and it
certainly hasn’t done much to make
the tax code any simpler. But this final
compromise does deliver where it mat-
ters. It provides relief not just to
upper-income families but to the many
new, young families in New Mexico
who are working hard to deliver a de-
cent quality of life to their children
and to provide the educational oppor-
tunities and health care support that
will lay a strong foundation for their
success. In the end, this bill helps us
invest in all of our children—and for
this reason I think we have actually
achieved something worthwhile this
week in Washington.

Mr. President, I do need to make ref-
erences as well about certain provi-
sions in this tax bill which are very
good for small businesses in New Mex-
ico as well as around the nation.

First, the bill reinstates the home of-
fice business deduction, which I know
is a very important issue for many self-
employed people in our state and many
other small business owners.

This legislation also includes an im-
portant provision phasing in an in-
crease in the self-employed health in-
surance deduction. The percentage of
the deduction in 1997 is now at 40%, but
it rises to 100% by the year 2007.

Also, many businesses benefit by in-
vesting in continuing education pro-
grams for their employees, and this tax
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bill extends for three more years the
tax exclusion for employer-provided
educational assistance.

It also provides an enhanced deduc-
tion which businesses can claim for the
donation of computers and technology
to schools.

Also, very importantly, a provision
has been included that I have been
working with a number of Senators
over the last year. This provision
builds on a small business initiative in-
cluded in the 1993 budget plan. The
original legislation stated that gains
from stock held more than five years in
publicly traded firms with assets less
than $50 million would be taxed after
the sale of stock at 50% of the capital
gains tax rate. The new provision al-
lows this gain to be rolled over into
other small businesses of the same size
on a fully tax-deferred basis.

This will hopefully keep more capital
in the small business sector. Over-
coming venture capital deficiencies in
New Mexico is one of the major hurdles
that our state constantly faces. Hope-
fully, this provision will do some good
for our state.

Furthermore, small businesses with
average gross receipts of less than $56
million will be exempt from the cor-
porate alternative minimum tax. This
covers a great majority of New Mexico
companies.

Also in the estate tax area, owners of
qualified family owned businesses and
farms will be able to exclude—starting
next year—up to $1.3 million of their
estate from inheritance tax. This is a
very big provision—particularly as the
general estate tax will be incremen-
tally increased from $600,000 to $1 mil-
lion by the year 2006. This family-
owned estate tax relief puts the entire
exclusion in place next year. The re-
quirements are that the family owned
business or farm must be at least 50%
of the estate and heirs must partici-
pate in the business for 10 years after
descendent’s death. This provision will
help a great number of small firms,
farms, and ranches pass on to their
heirs estates which often have a vast
majority of their value tied up in the
business. The failure to provide this ex-
clusion in the past has unfortunately
forced some families to liquidate busi-
nesses after the principal owner died.

Also on the farm front, farmers who
often face years of boom and bust are
provided the option of 3-year income
averaging for the next two years. I sup-
pose we are going to see if this provides
relief to farmers and consider whether
to extend this option in the years that
follow.

Finally, the tax deal also includes ex-
tension of the research and experimen-
tation credit for another year as well
as it extends the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) through June, 1998.
This provision is particularly impor-
tant to our state’s jewelry firms that
import some of their stones and mate-
rials from lesser-developed countries.

These are some of the items that I
feel that small businesses should know
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about. If you download the actual bill
from the World Wide Web, Mr. Presi-
dent (the address is http:/
speakernews.house.gov/taxfull.htm),
you’ll be printing 304 pages. My staff
had to do this, in fact. Hopefully, by
highlighting these items, some small
businesses won’t be completely depend-
ent on H&R Block and the various
computer tax packages that sort out
this material.

I recognize that if the standard of liv-
ing is going to increase for citizens of
this state, small business is going to be
the primary engine in that effort. In
any case, I am happy to report and re-
state that I think we have actually
achieved something worthwhile this
week in Washington.

———————

WAIVING THE RULES REGARDING
MEDIA CONCENTRATION

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I rise
today to address a provision in the rec-
onciliation bill that deals with spec-
trum. In an ill-advised concession, the
Senate accepted a partial waiver of the
duopoly and newspaper-broadcast
cross-ownership restrictions that will
allow broadcasters and newspaper own-
ers in cities with populations over
400,000 to bid for the returned ‘‘analog”
spectrum in those markets. I believe
this simply is bad policy. As plainly ex-
plained in the report, the Senate, like
the House—that originally sought an
even broader waiver—put revenue con-
cerns first. First, and ahead of what I
believe to be graver concerns for the
intellectual wealth and benefits that
accrue from a diversity of voices and
opinions in a marketplace.

Fortunately, although we have, in
my view, compromised unacceptably,
we have not done so unqualifiedly. The
final bill provides for a waiver of the
duopoly and newspaper-broadcaster
cross ownership ban only in cases of
cities of over 400,000. Moreover, the bill
provides only a one-time waiver, only
in large markets, which are likely to
have more (and more diverse) media,
and only under circumstances (the auc-
tion of ‘‘duplicate’ spectrum) in which
the number of broadcast voices could
double.

—————
BALANCED BUDGET ACT OF 1997

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, with to-
day’s passage of the Balanced Budget
Act of 1997, the Senate has taken a his-
toric step toward ensuring the long-
term solvency of the Medicare pro-
gram.

I am pleased that many of the provi-
sions that I found to be so objection-
able when this bill first came to the
floor of the Senate one month ago,
have since been removed. In stating my
reasons for originally opposing the bill,
I shared my deep concern over the pro-
posal to raise the age at which individ-
uals are eligible to receive Medicare
from 65 to 67. The likelihood of these
seniors finding affordable private in-
surance would have been slim—many
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would have been forced to forego cov-
erage. It was a wise decision on the
part of my colleagues serving as con-
ferees on this bill that they did not de-
cide to exacerbate the current problem
of lack of health coverage for early re-
tirees further with this measure.

I am also pleased that a provision
that would have required the poorest
and sickest seniors to pay up to $700 a
year in home health costs has also been
dropped. Looking to the most vulner-
able Medicare beneficiaries to shoulder
this level of cost under the guise of ad-
dressing the long-term financial chal-
lenges of this program would have been
indefensible.

In addition to the removal of these
onerous provisions, this legislation has
been improved since the vote in the
Senate by the commitment to continue
Medicaid coverage for the 30,000 dis-
abled children who will lose their Sup-
plemental Security Income benefits as
a result of eligibility changes in the
welfare reform bill enacted last year.
This provision, which was highlighted
as a priority in the original budget
agreement between President Clinton
and Congress, was noticeably absent in
both the House and Senate bills. Along
with Senator CONRAD, I offered an
amendment to continue health insur-
ance for these children and was dis-
appointed to see it fail by only nine
votes. However, I am grateful to the
conferees that protection for these
children of working poor families was
achieved in the conference negotia-
tions.

This legislation will also signifi-
cantly increase health coverage for
children who currently lack insurance.
We certainly have come a long way on
this issue since the debates of earlier
years. Even as recently as last year,
the question was still whether or not to
provide health insurance to our na-
tion’s children, rather than how we
might accomplish this admirable goal.
By adopting the Senate provision,
which calls for $24 billion for this new
initiative, we can now offer the hope to
more than seven million children that
cost will not be a barrier to securing
health care.

Of course, I am disappointed that the
important and courageous attempt to
ask those Americans who can afford to
contribute a little more for their
health care to do so was dropped. It is
important to remember that only the
wealthiest 8% of seniors would have
seen a rise in their premiums. I main-
tain my conviction that the adoption
of means testing of Medicare premiums
was a step in the right direction to-
ward the long-term solvency of the
critically important safety net that
Medicare provides to millions of senior
citizens.

I also continue to have significant
concerns about the reductions in Medi-
care and Medicaid payments to hos-
pitals and managed care organizations.
In order to ensure that our nation’s
seniors and lower-income citizens re-
ceive the affordable and high-quality
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care they need, health care providers
must continue to be adequately funded.
I am particularly concerned about the
reduction in payments to teaching and
disproportionate share hospitals. These
hospitals serve a population that is
sicker and poorer than most hospitals.
Reduction in payments of this mag-
nitude threaten the ability of these
hospitals to continue to serve as a safe-
ty net for the most vulnerable in our
society.

In addition, I am concerned about the
impact of the new HMO payment struc-
ture on low-income seniors who se-
lected managed care plans because
they truly need the additional benefits
and low out-of-pocket costs that these
plans can offer. These seniors cannot
afford the high deductibles and copay-
ments of Medicare fee-for-service, nor
can they afford to purchase expensive
Medigap coverage. While I am pleased
that Congress has attempted to provide
more health care choices for Medicare
beneficiaries, I believe that without
adequate funding, these choices will
not be viable ones.

Despite these concerns, this legisla-
tion goes a long way toward providing
many of our nation’s citizens with the
care they need and expect from Medi-
care. I view it as an important step to-
ward ensuring that Medicare is here to
serve future generations of Americans.
It is for this reason, Mr. President,
that I am pleased to support the Bal-
anced Budget Act of 1997.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, earlier this week, the White
House and the Congress reached a his-
toric agreement that will balance the
budget by 2002. Today, I rise in support
of the portion of the deal that provides
tax cuts to American families and
small businesses: the Taxpayer Relief
Act, H.R. 2014. After enduring sixteen
years without any tax relief, Ameri-
cans will finally benefit from tax cuts
that will affect many aspects of their
lives. Under our tax package, not only
will taxpayers immediately see their
tax bill go down, but saving for retire-
ment, paying for college, and investing
for the future will be much easier. I am
encouraged and pleased that the Re-
publican-led Taxpayer Relief Act pro-
vides $95 billion in tax cuts over five
years and represents an improved
standard of living for taxpayers at
every stage of life.

This tax relief comes at a time when
the nation’s tax burden is at an all
time high. Partly due to President
Clinton’s tax hike back in 1993, today’s
taxpayers face a combined federal,
state, and local tax burden of nearly
50% of their income—more than the
cost of food, clothing, and shelter com-
bined. In fact, for every eight hours of
work, the average taxpayer spends
about three hours just to pay the tax
collector. And too many families could
not survive without two incomes just
to make ends meet. We cannot let this
situation continue. By letting hard-
working Americans keep more of their
own money, we allow them to preserve
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their family, prepare for their own fu-
ture, and invest in the nation’s econ-
omy.

The future of the family. I can no
longer stand by while families in New
Hampshire lose more and more time to-
gether because they have to work
longer and harder to send their pay to
Washington. The Taxpayer Relief Act
addresses this growing problem in sev-
eral different ways. First, taxpayers
with young children will get a $500 tax
credit for every child. In 1999, a middle-
income family in New Hampshire with
two young children will save $1,000
with this credit! Second, the tax relief
measure reduces the capital gains rate
for taxpayers who invest for their fu-
ture. If the same New Hampshire fam-
ily realizes $2,000 in capital gains to
help pay for college or buy a home,
they will save an additional $100. It
would also be easier for this family to
sell their home, as the tax package ex-
empts $500,000 of capital gains on the
sale of a principal residence. Equally
important, this tax cut benefits their
grandparents since many senior citi-
zens depend on capital gains as a pri-
mary source of retirement income.
Since 56% of taxpayers with gains have
incomes of less than $50,000, and the
percentage of families who own stock
has increased from 32% in 1989 to over
41% today, many Americans will wel-
come this revision.

Our plan also offers relief to parents
who face higher expenses as their chil-
dren grow older. Families can save for
higher education by taking advantage
of the plan’s education accounts, pen-
alty-free withdrawals for education, or
popular tax-free prepaid state tuition
plans. When the student reaches col-
lege, parents receive a HOPE tax credit
for tuition and related expenses for
four years of college. In the first two
years, for example, parents can receive
a tax credit up to $1,500 to help pay for
their child’s education. These provi-
sions help parents in New Hampshire
face the challenge of saving and paying
for higher education in order to invest
in a brighter future for their children.

Preparing for the future. Our savings
rate is one of the lowest of all industri-
alized nations partly because too many
Americans find it difficult to save for
retirement and pay high taxes. Under
our Taxpayer Relief Act, individuals
planning for retirement will benefit
from expanded Individual Retirement
Accounts (IRAs). Specifically, we cre-
ated a new ‘‘back-loaded” IRA—con-
tributions are not tax-deductible, but
withdrawals upon retirement are tax-
free if the account is held for at least
five years. Once the IRA is established,
penalty-free withdrawals are allowed
for a first-time home purchase or for
higher education expenses. In addition,
thanks to the efforts of Senator JUDD
GREGG, the bill allows non-working
spouses to contribute to an IRA wheth-
er or not the working spouse is already
in an employer-sponsored retirement
plan. As a result, a New Hampshire
couple can make a yearly tax-deduct-
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ible TRA contribution of $4,000, rather
than just $2,000. After 35 years at a
7.5% rate of return, they will have
saved a nice retirement nest egg total-
ing $617,000!

Investing in the future. Fortunately,
small businesses will finally get a well-
deserved break under the Taxpayer Re-
lief Act. Under the bill, the home office
deduction is expanded to help people
who work at home. In addition, the in-
crease in the health insurance pre-
mium deduction for self-employed indi-
viduals is phased in more quickly, ris-
ing from 40% this year to 80% in 2006.
And by 2007, the premium is fully de-
ductible. Most important to many New
Hampshire families I talk to, the es-
tate tax changes also help small busi-
nesses. Now, parents who wish to pass
on their small, family-owned business
or farm to their children can do so
knowing that the first $1.3 million will
be excluded from the extremely high
inheritance tax.

Finally, the tax package addresses
the need to encourage saving and in-
vestment by cutting the capital gains
rate from 28% to 20% (and from 15% to
10% in the lower bracket) for sales
after May 6, 1997. The current high
rates discourage the risk taking and
creativity necessary to achieve in-
creased productivity and prosperity. A
lower capital gains rate, however, will
make it easier to free up capital to in-
vest in research, technology and equip-
ment; increase worker productivity;
and ultimately create higher paying
jobs. Without a doubt, this pro-growth
initiative will enhance U.S. competi-
tiveness.

I wish I could report the same degree
of satisfaction with the final version of
the social spending component of this
effort. When I voted for an earlier
version of this portion of the package,
I did so with the hope that the con-
ference negotiations would result in its
improvement. I regret that the social
spending provisions produced as a re-
sult of mnegotiations with President
Clinton failed to live up to that hope.

The conference report on H.R. 2015
contained many valuable provisions. I
am pleased that Medicare beneficiaries
will have more choice about the type of
health care delivery plan in which they
will be enrolled, including—for 390,000
seniors—the option to open Medical
Savings Accounts. I welcome the cre-
ation of a bipartisan commission to ad-
dress Medicare’s long-term problems.
And I believe that the effort to reform
Medicaid undertaken in H.R. 2015 is
overdue.

Unfortunately, however, H.R. 2015
fails sufficiently to move toward the
fundamental, structural reforms in
Medicare we all know will be required
to ensure the retirement security of fu-
ture generations. Furthermore, I had
serious concerns about the fiscal and
social damage we risk doing by retreat-
ing from welfare reform and by cre-
ating new entitlement, particularly a
flawed child health entitlement which
some—inside and outside of govern-
ment—plan to use as the foundation of
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a government-run national health care
system. Ultimately, these reservations
dictated a vote against this portion of
the legislation.

I have been a strong advocate for a
balanced budget, tax relief, and entitle-
ment reform for the past thirteen years
and I am elated that we have finally
made it here. I support the tax cut por-
tion of the Balanced Budget Act, which
provides $95 billion in tax cuts for
American families including a $500 per
child tax credit, tuition tax credits,
IRA expansion to include non-working
spouses, a capital gains reduction to
create jobs, and reductions in the in-
heritance tax. These initiatives are
long overdue, and I am proud to be an
early and vocal supporter of tax relief.
However, I am concerned that the
spending portion of the budget deal
creates a new entitlement program,
threatens to move us toward govern-
ment-run health care, and significantly
increases social spending which could
negatively impact the Balanced Budget
Agreement.

Given that President Clinton sub-
mitted a budget earlier this year which
would have added $200 billion to the
deficit, the Republican-led Congress
can take pride in this final agreement
that implements the tax cuts fought
for by our party for so long. The Tax
Relief Act will help American families
keep more of what they earn, save for
their retirement, and promote job cre-
ation and economic growth. I support a
balanced budget and look forward to
voting to give New Hampshire families
their first tax cut in sixteen years.

———

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
REVITALIZATION ACT

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I
would like to comment on Title XTI of
this legislation, the District of Colum-
bia Revitalization Act. This is a major
piece of legislation, and in many ways
a major accomplishment, given that it
was hammered out by a broad group of
interested parties, including members
and staff from the Governmental Af-
fairs Committee, over a relatively
short period of time. Agreement on
this package was preceded earlier this
year by considerable work in the Gov-
ernmental Affairs Subcommittee
chaired by Senator BROWNBACK. Simi-
lar efforts were undertaken by the
House Subcommittee on the District of
Columbia. This Revitalization package
was put together quickly, in a com-
bined effort by all concerned parties,
because of a mutual recognition that
the District of Columbia’s problems
had become untenable. The broad rec-
ognition of the magnitude of the prob-
lem plus the possibly unique oppor-
tunity to come to agreement and enact
reforms was what led so many people
to agree on a package that virtually
everyone regards as less than their
ideal.

One significant concern I have about
this package is the major financial re-
sponsibility the Federal taxpayer is un-
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dertaking in the years to come. Tech-
nically, the D.C. Revitalization pack-
age meets the scoring requirements of
this Balanced Budget Act, but the out-
year costs are enormous and have not
been dealt with. We are still evaluating
the full impact of this package, but
Members should be aware that the $4.8
billion in pension liability the Federal
Government will be assuming is actu-
ally closer to $48 billion over time. I do
believe it may be possible for these po-
tential out-year costs to be reduced.
The Revitalization package includes a
provision which I requested requiring
the Secretary of the Treasury to con-
duct a study of the D.C. pension assets
and report back within a year on how
the Federal Government might put
them to best use. The Governmental
Affairs Committee will then have the
opportunity to consider whether addi-
tional legislation in this area could im-
prove the financial outlook. The Ad-
ministration has indicated a willing-
ness to work further on this issue with
the Committee, and I certainly look
forward to that. We should be working
together to institute reforms that
make the District work independently,
not simply encouraging a Federal Gov-
ernment takeover of all of its prob-
lems. There are assets currently in the
D.C. pension fund, and rather than sim-
ply spending down those assets, we
should build upon the assets so the
funds are available to make payments
in the future.

Another area in which I question es-
timates of future costs is with the
transfer of D.C. Corrections to the Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons. I know the
pressure was intense to close the
Lorton Correctional Complex in Vir-
ginia, but here again this bill makes
the federal bureaucracy responsible for
absorbing the District’s prison popu-
lation. While the bill incorporates pro-
visions for privatization, I believe the
record will show that the Bureau of
Prisons has consistently stood in the
way of increased privatization in the
Federal prison system. I have no rea-
son to believe they will have a different
response with regard to the Lorton
prisoners.

Many may not know that the Dis-
trict of Columbia was already engaged
in a program to privatize the correc-
tions function and has already entered
into private contracts for housing 2,400
prisoners. I know well from my experi-
ence in Tennessee that private correc-
tions facilities are a cost-effective, effi-
cient and safe alternative to publicly-
operated facilities. I am disturbed that
Congress has substituted its judgment
for the District’s in this instance with-
out evaluating whether the District’s
privatization initiative for corrections
would work.

Privatization can save valuable tax-
payer dollars. In this instance, it is
conceivable that the Federal Govern-
ment could save the entire $885 million
estimated for construction of new fa-
cilities if the District were allowed to
continue on its current course. Because
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I believe these cost savings are impor-
tant—and because this agreement was
reached without sufficient debate—I
want my colleagues to be aware that I,
and other of my colleagues, want to
work on follow-up legislation in this
area as well. I think we can do better
and I want to work toward that end.

In conclusion, while this D.C. Revi-
talization Act is the result of a major,
almost unprecedented effort by many
with the best interest of the citizens of
the District in mind, the reforms will
require some additional thought and
work to make the package live up to
its full potential.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, how
much time do we have on each side
equally?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico has 10 minutes
remaining, and the Senator from New
Jersey has 12 minutes remaining.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
yield myself 5 of our 10 minutes.
First, Mr. President, usually we

thank a lot of people. There are so
many staff people that I am not going
to thank them all, but I will put all of
their names in the RECORD. There are
s0 many heroes.

But I do want to pay tribute to a
staff member from the House. His name
is Rick May. He has been staff director
of the Budget Committee in the House.
He is a graduate of Ohio State. He
works for Representative JOHN KASICH.
He has been their budget overseer for
10 years, working on budget issues
since 1983. He helped put together the
alternative that JOHN KASICH offered in
1989. It started with just 30 votes. JOHN
KASICH’s leadership has grown. And
right at his right hand has been Rick
May. He is going to join a firm here in
town, and I wish him well, and want
the Senate RECORD to reflect that we
appreciate what he has done.

Mr. President, before I begin my re-
marks, I would like to take a moment
to thank all of my colleagues, on both
sides of the aisle, who have seen me
stand in this well time and time again,
and have listened to me speak about a
balanced Federal budget. I want to
thank you all—from the bottom of my
heart—for your patience and your sup-
port.

Mr. President, I would like to thank
the ranking member of the Budget
Committee, Senator LAUTENBERG. 1
turn to him and just say thank you.

You have been an active member of
the Senate Budget Committee for
many years, but in your first year as
ranking member you have represented
the interests of your party and your
constituents in an honest and forth-
right manner. I have enjoyed working
with you.

I would like to thank the chairman
of the Finance Committee, Senator
ROTH. Few have worked harder or
longer to ease the tax burden on Amer-
ican families. But the package that
you helped fashion, Senator ROTH, of
lowering taxes is a significant step for-
ward. It addressed a need that has been
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there for almost 16 years as far as mid-
dle-income America is concerned.

The package that you helped fashion
in the Finance Committee was not only
a significant step in support of lower
taxes, but also boldly addressed the
need to reform Medicare and protect it
for those who depend upon it today,
and those who will need it in the fu-
ture. Unfortunately, we were not able
to hold those reforms in our conference
but I believe your action has put us on
the road to reform. Thank you and
your staff for your support.

In addition to that, we praise the Fi-
nance Committee and its leader Sen-
ator ROTH for reforms in Medicare. The
protection of that will depend upon
whether these reforms work and
whether we are successful in the future
in a major reform package for Medi-
care.

Finally, to our leader, Senator TRENT
LOTT. In short, Mr. President, we would
not be standing here today, about to
pass this historic balanced budget
package, if not for the leadership, the
support, and the efforts of TRENT LOTT.
As majority leader I don’t believe a day
has gone by when he didn’t take some
action aimed at producing a balanced
budget for the American people. He has
been direct, he has been focused, and he
has done everything you could ask a
leader to do to get us to this point. The
American people should know, that
this bipartisan budget and tax relief
package is due, in no small part, to his
determination, his drive, and his com-
mitment. Mr. Leader, I thank you for
your leadership and your support.

I thank him for the support he has
given me. I hope that I have been of
support and help to him as we move
down this course of very complicated
negotiations as evidenced by the size of
the bills we have and the scope of what
we are accomplishing.

Mr. President, I began this debate by
quoting from a newspaper that this
agreement is a big deal. And, I believe
it is. Because while it has taken us 7
months to put this specific balanced
budget and tax relief package together,
the pathway to this point has been
years in the making.

This legislation is a big deal because
we have followed through on our bipar-
tisan commitment to implement the
bipartisan budget agreement reached
in May. It is a big deal because it will
balance the Federal budget for the first
time in 30 years. It is, in short, a great
victory for the American people who
are entitled to expect of their adult
leaders that they work together in the
best interests of our country.

For the past 2 years, many of my col-
leagues and I have insisted that any
budget passed through Congress be a
balanced budget, one which is fiscally
responsible, reduces the deficit, pro-
tects our children, provides much-need-
ed tax relief for working American
families, while preserving and
strengthening Medicare and encour-
aging economic growth. The Balanced
Budget Act of 1997 does just that.
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It covers hundreds of Government
programs; it has taken thousands of
man-hours to put together; it will help
millions of our citizens; and save bil-
lions and billions of dollars.

The budget we will vote on today is a
big deal because it offers America
hope. But not only is this package a
big deal it is also a good deal.

It is a good deal because it is a budg-
et designed to help American families,
to make them more secure—in their
homes, in their communities, in their
jobs.

It offers them a more efficient gov-
ernment—one dedicated to economic
growth and security, support for our
children, and lower taxes on America’s
workers.

This budget is a good deal because it
recognizes the simple notion that our
Government cannot simply go on bor-
rowing and spending our children’s
money. It will finally drive a stake
through the heart of the Deficit Drag-
on, and put an end to mounting Fed-
eral debt, a Medicare system that will
go bankrupt and a crushing tax burden
on those just starting out in life.

The budget is a good deal because it
will strengthen America. It will change
the way our Government works—to
make it more efficient, more respon-
sive, and less expensive. And, most im-
portantly, it will ensure a better future
for our children and our Nation.

This budget is a good deal because it
reflects our commitment to fiscal re-
sponsibility, generating economic
growth, creating good jobs with a fu-
ture, and protecting the American
dream for all our citizens—young and
old alike.

This budget is a good deal because it
will restore America’s fiscal equi-
librium. It will reverse the tide of 50
years of power flowing for the rest of
the country to Washington. We want to
provide more freedom and opportunity
to people at the local level so they
might have more control over the deci-
sions on programs that effect their
lives, their children, and their commu-
nities.

This budget is a good deal because it
recognizes the need to ease the tax bur-
den on America’s middle-class working
parents, to give them a $500-per-child
tax credit. This credit will help more
than 50 million American children in
nearly 30 million families. Under this
plan a family with two children under
age 17 would receive $1,000 in perma-
nent tax relief.

It’s also a good deal for family farm-
ers and small business men and women;
for homeowners who will someday sell
their home; and for all those who want
to create incentives for economic
growth and job creation.

And, this budget is a good deal be-
cause while we are working toward bal-
ance and tax relief, we continue to sup-
port programs which provide needed
services to our citizens and we have
been painstakingly careful to preserve
a safety net for those in need.

To provide health care for poor chil-
dren who have none. To strengthen
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Medicare and provide more health care
options for our seniors. To improve ac-
cess to higher education and help par-
ents and our young people pay for col-
lege.

We support programs aimed at keep-
ing Americans safe—in their home,
schools, and neighborhoods—by fund-
ing needed crime programs.

The question whether one generation has
the right to bind another by the deficit it
imposes is a question of such consequence as
to place it among the fundamental principles
of government. We should consider ourselves
unauthorized to saddle posterity with our
debts and morally bound to pay them our-
selves.

Mr. President, we might wonder
where that came from. Was that just a
statement here lately when our deficit
and debt grew? No, it wasn’t. It was
made by Thomas Jefferson. Thomas
Jefferson was a wise man. He wrote the
Constitution. And he understood that
if you pass on to the next generation,
and the next generation—as he calls it,
posterity—the debts of your genera-
tion, you take the chance that their
life being reasonable, good, prosperous,
and successful is limited. It limits
their freedom. That is why we have
been so worried about the debt, and the
annual deficit that contributes to it.

Today we will cast a vote of great
significance to the future of America.
It is the vote so many of us have said
we wanted—a vote to finally balance
the Federal budget.

One of freedoms great leaders Win-
ston Churchill told us the ‘‘price of
greatness is responsibility.”” We in gov-
ernment shoulder that responsibility.
We actively seek it by running for pub-
lic office. I believe the time has come
to shoulder our responsibility and
enact a balanced Federal budget.

In doing so, we are casting a vote in
support of America’s future. You may
serve here for years and never cast a
more important vote. Because you now
have a chance to vote to protect Amer-
ica, to strengthen it, and improve it.

Today we can begin writing a new
chapter in American history. That is
why this is a big deal and that is why
it is a good deal.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a compilation of extraneous
provisions of the Balanced Budget Act
of 1997 be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

EXTRANEOUS PROVISIONS—H.R. 2015—BALANCED
BUDGET ACT OF 1997

Conference

Provision Comments/violation

Title I—Communications and Spectrum Allocation

Section 3002(a)(1)(C)(iii) ... Requires FCC to set a reserve price or min-
imum bid for auctions, unless not in pub-
lic interest. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no
change in outlays or revenues.

Directs FCC to consider needs of low-power
television stations in conducting transition
to digital TV, which the FCC is already
doing under current law. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A):
Produces no change in outlays or revenues.

Title IV—Medicare, Medicaid, and Children’s Health Provisions

Sec. 4021 oo Medicare Commission. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Pro-
duces no change in outlays or revenues.

Section 3004-adds “Sec.
337(e)(2)" and “(f)(2)".
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EXTRANEOUS PROVISIONS—H.R. 2015—BALANCED
BUDGET ACT OF 1997—Continued

Conference

Provision Comments/violation

Sec. 4022 ..o Authorization of the Medicare Payment Advi-
sory Commission. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Pro-
duces no change in outlays or revenues.

Study on Definition of Homebound. Byrd
rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no change in out-
lays or revenues.

Study and Report on the Boren Amendment.
Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no change in
outlays or revenues.

SEC. i

SEC. i

Title V—Welfare and Related Provision

Evaluations. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no
change in outlays or revenues.

Clarification that sanctions against recipients
under TANF Program are not wage reduc-
tions. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no
change in outlays or revenues.

GAO Study of effect of Family Violence on
Need for Public Assistance. Byrd
rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no change in out-
lays or revenues.

Limitation on amount of Federal Funds trans-
ferable to title XX programs. Byrd
rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no change in out-
lays or revenues.

Limitation on number of persons who may be
engaged in work by reason of participation.
Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no change in

Sec. 5001(f) ...
Sec. 5001(h) ......

Sec. 5001(1) covoreveeeerernririies

Sec. 5002 ...

outlays or revenues.

Clarification of authority to permit certain re-
disclosures of wage and claim information.
Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no change in
outlays or revenues.

State Program Integrity Activities for Unem-
ployment Compensation. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A):

Sec. 5201 i

Sec. 5408 ...

Produces no change in outlays or revenues.

Authorization of appropriations for enforce-
ment initiatives related to the earned in-
come credit. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces
no change in outlays or revenues.

Sec. 5702 ..o

Title VIl—Veterans and Related Provisions

8023(a) 1729A() ....... Report to Congress. Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Pro-
duces no change in outlays or revenues.

Sec.

S

Title X—Budget Enforcement and Process Provisions
Budget Enfi t and Process Provisions.
Byrd rule(b)(1)(A): Produces no change in
outlays or revenues.

Title X

Title XI—District of Columbia Revitalization
Under Review.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I note
the presence of our distinguished ma-
jority leader. I wanted to reserve the
remainder of the time for him.

I yield the floor.

I understand the minority party has
about 10 minutes and we have about 5
minutes for you, Mr. Leader.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOMENICI. Senator LAUTEN-
BERG, is it your desire to yield the re-
maining time to the majority leader?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I will in just a
couple minutes because I want us to be
able to hear from the leadership. I did
not know whether or not Senator
DASCHLE had some remarks that he
wanted to make, but I would certainly
be delighted to yield the time so that
we apportion it with the time remain-
ing on the majority side, so that the
distinguished majority leader has the
time that he needs to make his re-
marks. For the moment, I would just
say that we are not done yet, in the
words of the distinguished New Jersey
philosopher Yogi Berra, who said, ‘‘It’s
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not over ‘til it’s over.” We are getting
ever closer. I don’t yet feel the atten-
tion that comes with championship
bouts or things of that nature; we have
another 10 hours’ worth of debate on
the second part of the reconciliation
bill.

At this point, I would be happy to
yield the time back that we have, if the
Parliamentarian could tell us how
much time is remaining on our side.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 8 minutes remaining.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Eight minutes. If
I were to give up 5 minutes of that
time, how much combined time would
the majority leader have?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A total
of 8 minutes. The majority has 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. We will yield 5
and you have 5 so that the majority
leader can have 10 minutes.

Senator DASCHLE is on his way, and I
know he would like to have a couple
words, so we can extend the time if we
need for just a couple of minutes.

I yield the floor.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I indicated
last Saturday on a radio show that if
we could get this answer to the Amer-
ican people’s prayers this week, I
would whistle ‘“Hail to the Chief”’ in
the Senate.

Well, the rules do not allow that. I
am afraid that Senator BYRD would
come down and chastise me if I whistle,
but let me tell you I am humming
‘““Hail to the Chief” to the American
people today because we have accom-
plished an awful lot in reaching the
agreement on these two major bills.

I was reading an article last night en-
titled, ““O Ye of Little Faith,” and it
made me think about what we have
gone through the last few weeks. I just
have to ask the Senate this morning,
how many of us really, really thought
we were going to get this done and that
we were going to get it done this week?
Even 1 week ago there were those who
were saying, ‘‘Oh, no, you can’t get
that done before we go out for the Au-
gust recess. Wait until September; we
will do it then.”

But we persisted. We just kept saying
we can get through this. We can do this
together. We can do the right thing for
the American people, and we can do it
now, because it has been a long time
coming.

I think it is appropriate that on both
sides of the aisle and both ends of
Pennsylvania Avenue, Republicans and
Democrats, House and Senate, and,
yes, the President, all are saying this
is good for America.

It is not utopia. It does not solve all
the problems. There are some things in
here I do not like. There are some
things in here that the Senator from
New Jersey does not like. But it is a
major step forward—maybe not a leap
but a major step forward. We are doing
some things we promised the American
people, things that really matter. It
matters that we are going to get to a
balanced budget, and this time it is
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with honest numbers. We are really
going to do it. And for a lot of reasons
we may do it before the year 2002. This
is the type of commitment that I have
not seen in the Congress in a bipartisan
way in the 25 years that I have had the
honor of serving the people of Mis-
sissippi. So I think we should declare
this is a very important step forward.
It is worth having.

I was doing an interview yesterday
and somebody said: Well, not enough in
the tax bill, not enough tax relief. Why
wasn’t there more? Why didn’t you in-
sist on this? Why didn’t you insist on
that?

I have a simple question. Is some tax
relief better than no tax relief? There
are those who would rather have noth-
ing if they cannot get everything. La-
dies and gentlemen, my colleagues in
the Senate, these bills are worth hav-
ing. I am proud to say that I worked on
it for 8 months of my life. This past
Saturday night and Sunday morning, I
thought we had lost it. I was boiling in-
side. I was disturbed. I was hurt that
we were going to let this moment get
away from us. But I guess maybe after
a Sunday morning of reflection and
prayer, we said, no, we are going to do
this. And so we did. The President
made a commitment. He wanted to get
it done. The leadership in the Congress,
House and Senate, Republican and
Democrat, wanted to get it done, and
that is why we just did it. We went
ahead and did it.

Let me say to my colleagues here
today, there are so many I want to
thank and congratulate for this step
forward, but I have to begin with the
distinguished Senator from New Mex-
ico. None of us has worked longer, none
of us has contributed more, none of us
knows more about what is in this bill
than Senator PETE DOMENICI of New
Mexico. He has been my confidante. He
has been my trusted ally. He has done
this when, in his own personal life, he
has had problems to worry about. And
so I know that the President, the
Democrats and Republicans on both
sides of the aisle, want to say thanks a
lot, PETE. You did a great job for your
country.

His colleague on the other side of the
aisle, Senator LAUTENBERG, could have
walked away from this. Even at the
last moment, something he cares about
tremendously, guaranteeing we get the
Amtrak funds—it is in there, but with
a condition—he could have said, if I
can’t get what I want, I am not going
to do this.

He is not going to do that. He is
going to do what is right for his State
and the country.

My colleague, ToM DASCHLE, from
South Dakota, yesterday said some
very nice things about my efforts, and
I have to say the same about him. He
was reliable. He was honest with me.
He stayed the course. He came to the
meetings. There were some meetings
he didn’t get to come to. A lot of peo-
ple had an opportunity to get their
egos hurt, but everybody rose above it.
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PAT MOYNIHAN, Finance Committee,
bipartisan effort. We reported one of
these bills, I think it was 18 to 2, the
other one 20 to nothing, out of the Fi-
nance Committee, but it began with
BiLL ROTH, the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, and the Senator
from New York. They made up their
minds they were going to get it done,
and they were going to do it together,
and the rest of us could come along if
we wanted. Our scholar Senator helped
lead the way.

I have to say again about BILL ROTH,
patience, tenacity, he was not going to
relent on getting this job done. And the
Finance Committee had both of these
bills. No other committee in Congress
had to do it that way. In the House, it
was Ways and Means and Commerce
Committee as well as Budget. Over
here, it was just Budget and Finance.
He did a great job. We would not have
what we have in the tax bill on IRA’s;
we would not have what we have on
Amtrak; we would not have what we
were able to get on a myriad of issues
in this legislation. He did a fantastic
job.

I could go on down the list, but it
truly is a bipartisan effort, and I am
proud of that. Some people say, ‘“Why
don’t you draw the line and fight?” I
have done that. Sometimes it is fun,
but it doesn’t produce anything but a
fight most of the time.

So there will be another day to dif-
ferentiate between the parties, but
today we are going to do what is right
for the country. This bill is rightly
called the Balanced Budget Act of 1997.
It contains literally hundreds of posi-
tions that will get us to that balanced
budget. But the bottom line is, it is
something the American people have
been waiting to hear for many years.
We will have a balanced budget by the
year 2002 and thereafter.

How is that accomplished? Well, it
does have spending reductions of ap-
proximately $270 billion over 5 years. It
has $140 billion in restraint on appro-
priated accounts. It has $132 billion in
entitlements and net interest savings.
It does provide help for -children’s
health, and that is a bipartisan effort.

Most of us are parents. Most of us
have children in our States who are not
covered. We disagree about how much
we should pay for it, how much should
be done, but it is something we care
about and we should do. And we get it
done in this bill.

Now, we give as much flexibility as
we can to the States, and that is the
way it should be. I have faith in my
own Governor and my own legislature.
I want these decisions to be made as
close to the people that need this help,
as close to the children as possible.
What they need in West Virginia may
be different from what they need in Ar-
izona. Give that flexibility so that the
decisions are close to the people and so
it is provided in a way that will really
provide the help it should.

I want to make this important point
about Medicare. We are going to im-
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prove Medicare. We are going to save
Medicare from going insolvent for an-
other several years at way out to, I be-
lieve, close to the year 2007 probably,
and we are going to do it with flexi-
bility. We are going to give the seniors
a chance to choose. They can go with
the old system; they can go with an
HMO; they can go with a professional
services organization; they can have
medical savings accounts.

We have done what we have been ar-
guing about for 4 years. We are actu-
ally doing it. We are doing what we
said we were going to do in Medicare
and that alone, what we are doing in
Medicare alone is worth voting for this
legislation. What other problems you
may have with this bill—some of the
changes in welfare, I think, go the
wrong direction; we really want to get
people from welfare to work. This bill
has some problems, but just the Medi-
care provision makes it worthwhile.

We have some savings in Medicaid.
The States will have a greater ability
to deliver health services more effi-
ciently for poor persons. When you
look through the list of things that we
have done here, in instance after in-
stance, I think we should be very
proud.

I am here today to tell you that I am
going to vote for this legislation with
pride, not with fear and trepidation,
not with reservations or grumpiness
because I didn’t get everything I want-
ed, but because the process worked.
Our system of Government worked
here like I think our forefathers in-
tended for it to work, and we are going
to produce genuine results that will be
of benefit. In this bill and in the other
bill we will pass for our children our
educational system in America, child
health care, the guarantee of the im-
portant programs that we want for our
seniors. From the day we are born to
the day we die, there will be benefits
coming out of this legislation.

So I urge my colleagues, let us make
this an overwhelming vote. I think we
will have as near to a unanimous vote
as you will ever get in the Senate on a
bill of this magnitude, a bill of this
size. I think when we vote on it, it is
going to pass overwhelmingly. Then we
are going to go to the tax relief pack-
age, which I am tremendously excited
about.

I am glad to have been a part of this
effort. It has been worthwhile. It has
been long. It has been tedious. It has
tried my patience. I lost my temper a
few times, along with others, and for
those occasions I apologize. But we got
it done, and we will have more deci-
sions made by the people at the State
level; we will have genuine tax relief;
we will have security for our seniors,
and now and then we can move on and
address other problems that we need to
take up for the future of our country.

I thank the Chair and I thank all
Senators for what you have done on
this.

Mr. DOMENICI. Will the Senator
yield for 30 seconds?
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Mr. LOTT. I yield to the great senior
Senator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I be-
lieve we have an opportunity to write a
new chapter in American history, and I
am very proud to be part of it, and I
thank the Senator for his kind words.

Mr. LOTT. It would not have hap-
pened without the Senator from New
Mexico, and I thank him once again for
all of his long hours and great leader-

ship.

(Mr. SMITH of Oregon assumed the
Chair.)

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Will the leader

yield for 30 seconds?

Mr. LOTT. I will yield to the Senator
from New York.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Might I thank him
on behalf of Senator ROTH, who is not
present at the moment, for his very
generous remarks about the Finance
Committee, of which he is a member—
not hardly the least of us. It is true
that the overwhelming portion of both
these measures fell to the Finance
Committee, and we voted nearly, in
one case, a Unanimous measure, on one
bill we are about to vote on, 18 to 2, the
bill we are going to take up.

I think that has contributed consid-
erably to the momentum that has sur-
rounded us and brought us to this mo-
ment. I thank the distinguished major-
ity leader for his generous remarks.

Mr. LOTT. I thank the Senator from
New York.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
do we have any time left here?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 3 minutes.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. If the majority
leader will yield?

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I am glad
to yield the floor to the Senator from
New Jersey.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. We will try to
split the time. I want to say, also, to
the majority leader, thank you for the
accolades and for the encouragement
that you gave Senator DOMENICI and
me throughout the process and for the
comments about our other colleagues,
all of whom worked diligently, worked
honestly on getting the mission accom-
plished. At times, I can tell you that
Senator DOMENICI—it’s no secret—
would kind of lay down the book and
say, ‘“We have to check this upstairs.”
I don’t think he meant all the way up.
I think he meant only as far as the ma-
jority leader’s office. Or, ‘“We have to
turn to the leadership.” I would do the
same thing.

But persistence was the keynote, per-
sistence and patience. I want to say
this about the majority leader and
about the way he has conducted things.
Serving in the minority, it’s easy to
find fault with the majority leader. But
one has to give credit where due. The
fact is that this majority leader has,
with diligence and persistence, moved
legislation through this place. He has
come up to me, and I am sure other
colleagues, and said, ‘‘Frank, let’s try
to make sense out of this. What is it
that you are trying to accomplish? Can
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it be done this time? Well, I don’t
think so. I think we can get halfway
there, I think we can get three-quar-
ters of the way.” Or he’ll say, ‘“That’s
not a bad idea and I do want to help
you with that.”” And he made a com-
mitment with me on trying to make
sure our national passenger rail system
keeps on functioning. He reaffirmed his
commitment to help find a way to get
that done.

So I want to say, relatively, as we
say around here—looking around here,
looking at my white hair, I can say it
comfortably—the new kid on the block,
the majority leader, has done a good
job. It’s particularly evident when we
look at the accomplishment of this
piece of legislation, the one we are
about to pass. And he is right; it’s
going to pass overwhelmingly. We want
to have as many people on both sides
say yes as we can, to indicate to the
American people that we believe in this
assignment that we took on.

So, I thank the majority leader for
his skill, his patience, and his persist-
ence. I think he helped calm the waters
a little bit. Because I don’t remember,
throughout the 7 or 8 months of discus-
sion, often late at night, often without
lunch, munchies, or otherwise, that the
patience—the tempers never really got
real hot. Am I right? Pete, once in a
while, you know, would stamp on the
floor or something like that, but he
would come right back, bouncing up.
We pushed our way through.

So I thank everybody involved in the
effort, and I am delighted to be here, to
serve in this place and serve at a time
like this when we have accomplished
something.

Mr. DOMENICI. Would the Senator
yield for a minute?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Yes.

Mr. DOMENICI. You know that little
hideaway, the Domenici hideaway with
that great view? I think when we are
finished, we are going to put a plaque
in there; right? It’s not mine anymore.
But it’s going to say, ‘“In this little
room this budget agreement was
hatched and completed.”

Mr. LAUTENBERG. May I add a word
of poetry?

We stood and looked away,

Hoping for some accomplishment at the
end of this day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired. The question is on the con-
ference report.

Mr. DOMENICI. We don’t have the
yeas and nays yet. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on the conference report.
The yeas and nays have been ordered.
The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The result was announced, yeas 85,
nays 15, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 209 Leg.]

YEAS—85

Abraham Feingold Mack
Akaka Feinstein McCain
Baucus Frist McConnell
Bennett Glenn Mikulski
Biden Gorton Moseley-Braun
gln%aman grahaim Moynihan

on rassley Murkowski
Boxer Gregg Murray
Breaux Hagel Nickles
Brownback Harkin Reed
Bryan Hatch X
Bumpers Hutchinson Reid
Burns Hutchison Robb
Byrd Inouye Roberts
Campbell Jeffords Rockefeller
Chafee Johnson Roth
Cleland Kempthorne Santorum
Cochran Kennedy Sarbanes
Collins Kerrey Shelby
Conrad Kerry Smith (OR)
Coverdell Kohl Snowe
Craig Kyl Specter
D’Amato Landrieu Stevens
Daschle Lautenberg Thomas
DeWine Leahy Thurmond
Dodd Levin Torricelli
Domenici Lieberman Warner
Dorgan Lott Wyden
Durbin Lugar

NAYS—15

Allard Ford Inhofe
Ashcroft Gramm Sessions
Coats Grams Smith (NH)
Enzi Helms Thompson
Faircloth Hollings Wellstone

The conference report was agreed to.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I move to recon-
sider the vote.

Mr. COATS. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. BUMPERS addressed the Chair.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Arkansas is recognized.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—CONFERENCE REPORT TO
ACCOMPANY H.R. 2014

Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, this is
a unanimous consent agreement that I
have cleared with the minority leader.

I ask unanimous consent that the
time controlled by the Democratic
leader with respect to H.R. 2014, the
revenue reconciliation conference re-
port, that 90 minutes be under my con-
trol or my designee’s.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there ob-
jection? Hearing none, without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we are glad
to have you in this Chamber today.

———

TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT OF 1997—
CONFERENCE REPORT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
turn to consideration of the tax fair-
ness conference report regardless of re-
ceipt of the papers from the House.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob-
jection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
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amendment of the Senate to the bill H.R.
2014, to provide for reconciliation pursuant
to subsections (b)(2) and (d) of section 105 of
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 1998, having met, after full and
free conference, have agreed to recommend
and do recommend to their respective Houses
this report, signed by a majority of the con-
ferees.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
conference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the House proceedings of the RECORD of
July 30, 1997.)

Mr. NICKLES addressed the Chair.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Oklahoma.

———

OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL
MEMORIAL ACT OF 1997

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 134, Senate bill 871.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 871) to establish the Oklahoma
City National Memorial as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System; to designate the OKkla-
homa City Memorial Trust, and for other
purposes.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, today,
the Senate is considering S. 871, the
Oklahoma City National Memorial Act
of 1997. This important legislation will
establish the Oklahoma City National
Memorial as a unit of the National
Park Service and create the Oklahoma
City Memorial Trust. The memorial
will commemorate the national trag-
edy ingrained in all of our minds that
occurred in downtown Oklahoma City
at 9:02 a.m. on April 19, 1995, in which
168 Americans lost their lives and
countless thousands more lost family
members and friends.

The Oklahoma City National Memo-
rial will serve as a monument to those
whose lives were taken and others who
will bear the physical and mental scars
for the rest of their days. The memo-
rial will stand as a symbol to the hope,
generosity, and courage shown by
Oklahomans and fellow Americans
across the country following the Okla-
homa City bombing. This will be a
place of remembrance, peace, spiritu-
ality, comfort, and learning.

Under this legislation, the National
Park Service Memorial site will en-
compass the footprint of the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building, 5th Street
between Robinson and Harvey, the site
of the Water Resources Building, and
the Journal Record Building. An inter-
national competition was held to deter-
mine the design of the Oklahoma City
National Memorial, and the winning
design was announced on Tuesday,
July 1. I commend the Oklahoma City
Memorial Foundation for an excellent
selection of the winning design.

In addition to designating the memo-
rial site as a unit of the National Park
Service, this bill also establishes a
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wholly owned government corporation
to be known as the Oklahoma City Na-
tional Memorial Trust. The trust, con-
sisting of a chairman and an eight-
member board, will be charged with ad-
ministering the operation, mainte-
nance, management, and interpreta-
tion of the memorial site.

Further, the legislation authorizes a
one-time $5 million Federal donation
for construction and maintenance of
the memorial. The Federal appropria-
tion will be matched by $56 million from
the Oklahoma State Legislature and
$14 million in private donations.

While the thousands of family mem-
bers and friends of those killed in the
bombing will forever bear scars of hav-
ing their loved ones taken away, the
Oklahoma City National Memorial will
revere the memory of the survivors and
those lost, and venerate the bonds that
drew us all closer together as a result.

Mr. President, while it is impossible
to recognize everyone whose hard work
and effort made this memorial pos-
sible, I will submit for the RECORD a
list of individuals who formed the core
of the memorial design foundation. In
addition, I would like to extend par-
ticular appreciation to Gov. Frank
Keating; Oklahoma City mayor, Ron
Norick; Mr. Bob Johnson, director of
the Oklahoma City Memorial Founda-
tion charged with selecting the design
for the Memorial; Vice Chairman
Karen Luke; Mr. Tom McDaniel; Mrs.
Polly Nichols; Mr. Don Ferrell; and Mr.
Richard Williams. Our country is proud
of you, and I am confident our country
will be proud of the Oklahoma City Na-
tional Memorial.

I ask unanimous consent that the list
of individuals who formed the core of
the memorial design foundation be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the list was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

OKLAHOMA CITY MEMORIAL BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Ann Alspaugh; Anita Arnold; Clark Bailey;
Dr. Edward Brandt; Ron Bradshaw; Terry
Childers; John Cole; Richard Denman; Tiana
Douglas; Jeanette Gamba; Gerald L. Gamble;
Dr. Kay Goebel; Kathi Goebel; Kevin
Gotshall; Jean Gumerson; Frank D. Hill;
LeAnn Jenkins; Kirk Jewell; Robert M.
Johnson; Doris Jones; Kim Jones-Shelton;
Jackie L. Jones; Barbara Kerrick; Linda
Lambert; Sam Armstrong-Lopez; Karen
Luke; Deborah Ferrell-Lynn; Thomas J.
McDaniel; Sunni Mercer; Leslie Nance; Polly
Nichols; Tim O’Connor; Dr. Betty
Pfefferbaum; H.E. (Gene) Rainbolt; John
Rex; Florence Rogers; Chris Salyer; Lee
Allan Smith; Phyllis Stough; Zach D. Tay-
lor; Phillip Thompson; Toby Thompson; Beth
Tolbert; Tom Toperzer, III; Kathleen
Treanor; Be V Tu; Cheryl Vaught; Bud
Welch; G. Rainey Williams; Richard Wil-
liams; Kathy Wyche; Sydney W. Dobson.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I am
also proud to be joined by my colleague
and friend in the Senate, Senator
INHOFE.

Mr. INHOFE. I thank the senior Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. President, I am pleased to join
Senator NICKLES in support of S. 871,
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the Oklahoma City National Memorial
Act of 1997. I think it is a compas-
sionate piece of legislation that de-
serves and will receive support for im-
mediate passage.

I thank, not just my colleague, Sen-
ator NICKLES, for being the driving
force behind this, but also express my
appreciation to my colleagues on the
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee for acting so quickly to bring
this matter before us.

Mr. President, it is very easy for us
to stand here and for people who were
not out there at the time to be compas-
sionate, to be sensitive to the needs of
Oklahoma. But I can tell you, after
having been there when it happened, it
is indescribable when you go through a
building that has parts of human bod-
ies stuck to the walls and you see
things that are crumbling.

My son is an orthopedic surgeon. One
of his partners actually had to go in
during this thing and amputate a
lady’s leg, with no anesthetic, to ex-
tract her from that.

Good friends, my closest friends, Don
and Sally Ferrell lost their daughter.
She was an attorney for HUD. Polly
Nichols was not even in the building
and came within a quarter of an inch of
dying from flying glass.

This is an opportunity for us to say
to these people how much we love
them. The 168 individuals who were
killed during this cowardly attack and
those who were fortunate to survive de-
serve our honor and respect. It is a fit-
ting memorial that has been designed
to honor not just the individuals who
lost their lives, but the families of
those who lost their lives and those
who are survivors.

Beyond the immediate victims of the
bombing, we also recognize law en-
forcement officers and emergency peo-
ple. I can remember on the first night,
as I was walking toward the building,
hearing this thundering cadence behind
me. I turned to see several hundred
firemen, all dressed up with their emer-
gency equipment. They were not just
from Oklahoma; they were from all
over America, from as far away as
right here, from Maryland. They were
going in there, each one of them taking
30-minute spells. They were volunteers.
They did not have to do this. They
went in knowing they could very well
lose their lives crawling through the
rubble of a building still crumbling to
save lives.

So there are many, many heroes in
this thing. And this is certainly a fit-
ting tribute.

I can only say, on behalf of all OKkla-
homans, we thank you for your gen-

erosity, your promptness, and your
compassion.
Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,

with the passage of this legislation we
are embarking on a new road. We will
establish a new park area operated by
the private sector rather than the tra-
ditional park operated by park service
personnel that we are accustomed to
visiting.
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Upon visiting the Oklahoma City Na-
tional Memorial you will still observe
the traditional park ranger in his flat
hat, but behind the scenes things will
be a little different.

The legislation establishes a trust
composed of civic leaders who will
manage the park in accordance with
Park Service standards, rules and regu-
lations. I anticipate these leaders will
maintain and operate the facilities at
this memorial at the highest standard
ever achieved by any NPS unit.

I do not believe we will ever have to
revisit this issue in the appropriations
process. I expect the leaders of the
trust will maintain their facilities with
proper preventative maintenance pro-
grams so America’s investment will be
more than properly protected without
the deferred maintenance programs
which currently plague the NPS and
the Congress.

I expect that the programs and oper-
ations at the memorial will be above
and beyond anything we have ever ex-
perienced in a park unit to date.

Is this road risky ? The answer is yes.
We are now facing $8.6 billion in un-
funded NPS programs. The private sec-
tor has the answers, and it may teach
us a few lessons on how to avoid the
situation that we are currently facing
in the National Park Service.

The passage of this legislation will
begin to show us how to achieve a Na-
tional Park Service unit that will be a
model for the future.

In the absence of a report, that will
follow shortly, I have included infor-
mation in my statement for the benefit
of my colleagues that explains the
background and the provisions of the
legislation.

BACKGROUND

One hundred and sixty-eight Ameri-
cans lost their lives and many more
were injured on April 19, 1995, when a
bomb was detonated at the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma
City, OK. This tragedy constitutes the
worst terrorist incident in American
history.

This legislation would create a me-
morial at the site of the Murrah Fed-
eral Building in Oklahoma City on 5th
Street, between Robinson and Harvey
Streets, and would also include the
sites of the Water Resources Building
and the Journal RECORD Building.

Concepts for the Memorial were so-
licited through a design competition.
We received 624 design submissions
from 50 States and 23 foreign countries.
The design selected was created by
Hans-Ekkehard Butzer, Torrey Butzer
and Sven Berg, a German-based design
team. The design includes 168 chairs in
the Murrah Building footprint, a water
element designed to reflect a spirit of
change, a survivor tree, envisioned to
reflect hope, and ‘‘gates of time” on
each end of Fifth Street that focus the
visitor’s attention on memorial in-
scriptions and the other elements of
the Memorial. Torrey Butzer of the
German team states, ‘“We watched
Oklahomans and the world respond to
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this tragedy from afar. This is our way
of giving something to honor the Vic-
tims, survivors and the heros. This de-
sign will tell the story of all of us
changed forever.”

The Memorial established by this Act
would serve not only as a monument to
those who died and were injured in the
bombing on April 19, but as a symbol of
the courage and goodwill shown by
local citizens and Americans across the
country following the incident. The
Oklahoma City National Memorial will
be designated a unit of the National
Park Service. It will be placed under
the charge of a wholly-owned govern-
ment corporation, to be known as the
Oklahoma City National Trust (Trust).
The Trust will be governed by a nine-
member Board of Directors (Board)
which will have the authority to ap-
point an executive director and other
key staff. Interim staff are authorized
for 2 years to assist in the development
of the Memorial. Permanent National
Park service staff and the ability to re-
tain staff from other Federal agencies
are also provided by this measure on a
reimbursable basis.

The act authorizes $5 million of Fed-
eral funds for construction and mainte-
nance, but stipulates that any Federal
expenditures must be matched by non-
Federal funds, dollar for dollar. It is
expected that matching funding
sources will include the Oklahoma
State legislature and private dona-
tions.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

S. 871 was introduced by Senator
NICKLES and Senator INHOFE on June
12, 1997 and was referred to the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. The Subcommittee on Na-
tional Parks, Historic Preservation and
Recreation held a field hearing on the
bill in Oklahoma City on July 3, 1997.
An additional hearing was held by the
Subcommittee in Washington on July
17, 1997.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

Section 4(a) establishes the Okla-
homa City National Memorial (Memo-
rial) and further establishes the Memo-
rial as a unit of the National Park
Service.

Section 4(b) directs that the lands,
facilities and structures of the memo-
rial shall be depicted upon an official
map and that the official map shall be
on file and available for inspection in
the appropriate offices of the National
Park Service and Oklahoma City Me-
morial Trust (Trust). The Section also
allows minor boundary adjustments as
necessary with publication of such ad-
justments by drawing or description
within the Federal Register.

Section b5(a) establishes a wholly-
owned government corporation to be
known as the Oklahoma City National
Memorial Trust.

Section 5(b)(1) directs that there will
exist a Board of Directors (Board) for
the Trust consisting of 9 members. The
Section directs that the Board shall
consist of the Secretary of the Interior
(Secretary) or his designee and 8 addi-
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tional members appointed by the Presi-
dent, but selected from lists of nomi-
nees submitted by the Governor of
Oklahoma, the Mayor of Oklahoma
City and the Oklahoma delegations
from the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate. This section
also directs that the President appoint
the Board within 90 days of passage of
this Act.

Section 5(b)(2) sets the terms of
Board members at 4 years and limits
consecutive terms to 8 years. The sec-
tion also stipulates that in the first se-
ries of appointments, two members will
serve for only 2 years and two initial
members will serve a term of 3 years.

Section 5(b)(3) directs that 5 mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum for pur-
poses of conducting Board business.

Section 5(b)(4) directs that the Board
shall organize itself in a manner it
deems most appropriate and that mem-
bers shall not receive compensation,
but may be reimbursed for actual and
necessary travel and subsistence asso-
ciated with Trust duties.

Section 5(b)(5) establishes that Board
members will not be considered federal
employees except for purposes of the
Federal Tort Claims Act, the Ethics in
Government Act and provisions of Ti-
tles 11 and 18 of the United States
Code.

Section 5(b)(6) directs the Board to
meet at least 3 times per year in Okla-
homa City, with at least two of those
meetings open to the public. The Sec-
tion also allows the Board to hold addi-
tional meetings and the authority to
determine if those meetings are open
or closed to the public by majority
vote. The Section also authorizes the
Board the ability to establish proce-
dures for providing public information
and soliciting public comment regard-
ing operations, maintenance and man-
agement of the Memorial as well as
input on policy, planning and design
issues.

Section 5(b)(7) authorizes the Trust
to appoint and fix compensation and
duties of an executive director of the
Memorial and other officers it deems
necessary without regard to provisions
of Title 5 of the United States Code.
The Section also authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Interior (at the request of
the Trust) to provide interim employ-
ees as necessary for appointments not
to exceed 2 years; to provide uniformed
personnel on a reimbursable basis to
carry out day to day duties; and at the
request of the Trust, the Director of
any other federal agency may provide
personnel on a reimbursable basis to
carry out day to day visitor services
programs.

Section 5(b)(8) establishes that the
Trust shall have all powers necessary
and proper to exercise the authorities
vested in it.

Section 5(b)(9) establishes that the
Trust and all properties administered
by the Trust shall be exempt from all
city, state and local taxes.

Section 5(b)(10) establishes that the
Trust shall be treated as a wholly-
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owned government corporation, subject
to 31 U.S.C. Government Corporations
Act and that Trust financial state-
ments shall be audited annually. The
Section also directs the Trust to sub-
mit a comprehensive report of oper-
ations, activities and accomplishments
for the prior fiscal year to the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources and the House Committee on
Resources—as well as a report, in gen-
eral terms, of goals for the current fis-
cal year.

Section 6(a) directs that the Trust
shall administer the operation, mainte-
nance, management and interpretation
of the Memorial, including, but not
limited to leasing, rehabilitation, re-
pair and improvement of Memorial
property in accordance with existing
Federal law including: provisions of
law generally applicable to the Na-
tional Park Service (16 U.S.C. 1, 2-4); 49
Stat. 666; the general objectives set
forth in the ‘“Memorial Mission State-
ment’’, adopted March 26, 1996 and the
Oklahoma Memorial Foundation Inter-
governmental Letter of Understanding,
dated, October 28, 1996.

Section 6(b)(1) authorizes the Trust
to participate in the development of
programs and activities at the Memo-
rial and to negotiate and enter into
agreements, leases, and contracts with
persons, firms, organizations including
Federal, State, and local government
entities, as necessary to carry out its
authorized activities. Such agreements
may be entered into without regard to
Section 301, 40 U.S.C. 303(b).

Section 6(b)(2) directs the Trust to
establish procedures for lease agree-
ments for use and occupancy of Memo-
rial facilities, including a requirement
that in entering such agreements, the
Trust shall obtain reasonable competi-
tion.

Section 6(b)(3) prohibits the Trust
from disposing of or reconveying title
to any real property transferred to the
Trust under this Act.

Section 6(b)(4) directs that Federal
laws and regulations governing pro-
curement shall not apply to the Trust
with the exception of those related to
Federal contracts governing working
conditions and any applicable civil
rights provisions which are otherwise
applicable.

Section 6(b)(b) directs the Trust, in
consultation with the Administrator of
Federal Procurement Policy to estab-
lish and promulgate procedures ena-
bling the Trust’s procurement of goods
and services, including, but not limited
to the award of contracts on the basis
of price, reasonable buying practices,
competition and qualifications.

Section 6(c) directs that the Trust
shall, within one year of passage of the
Act, develop in consultation with the
Secretary, a comprehensive program
for management of those lands, oper-
ations, and facilities associated with
the Memorial.

Section 6(d) authorizes the Trust to
solicit and accept donations for the
purposes of carrying out its duties.
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Section 6(e) authorizes that all pro-
ceeds received by the Trust may be re-
tained and used by the Trust without
further appropriation for uses in the
administration, operation, preserva-
tion, restoration, maintenance, repair
and improvement of the Memorial, and
that the Secretary of the Treasury, at
the request of the Trust, shall invest
excess monies in public debt securities.

Section 6(f) establishes that the trust
may sue and be sued to the same ex-
tent as the Federal Government and
that litigation shall be conducted by
the Attorney General, with the provi-
sion that the trust may retain private
attorneys for advice and council and
that the District Court of the Western
District of Oklahoma shall have exclu-
sive jurisdiction over suits filed
against the Trust.

Section 6(g) authorizes the Trust to
adopt, amend, repeal and enforce by-
laws, rules and regulations governing
the way it conducts its business and
the way by which its powers may be ex-
ercised. The Section also authorizes
the Trust, in consultation with the
Secretary to adopt and enforce those
National Park Service regulations nec-
essary and appropriate to carry out its
duties and requires that the Trust shall
give notice of its adoption of any such
rules or regulations through the Fed-
eral Register.

Section 6(h) directs the trust to re-
quire any contractors or leaseholders
to procure insurance, as is reasonable
and customary, against any loss con-
nected with properties under lease or
contract or from related activities.

Section 7 authorizes $5 million for
the furtherance of the Act and stipu-
lates that expenditure of any federally
appropriated money must be matched,
one to one, with non-Federal monies
and that donated monies will be con-
strued, for purposes of this Section, as
non-Federal matching monies.

Section 8 establishes that prior to
the construction of the Memorial, the
General Services Administration shall
exchange, sell, lease, donate or other-
wise dispose of the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building to the Trust and that
such transfer shall not be subject to
the Public Building Act of 1959; the
Federal Property and Administration
Services Act of 1949 or any other Fed-
eral law establishing requirements or
procedures for the disposal of Federal
property.

Section 9 directs that 6 years after
the first meeting of the Board, the
General Accounting Office will conduct
an interim study on the activities of
the Trust (and how it is meeting its ob-
ligations under this Act), and report
the results of that study to the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources and to the Senate Committee
on Appropriations along with the
House Committee on Resources and the
Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

Costs—S. 871 authorizes a one-time
$5,000,000 appropiation for the develop-
ment and construction of the Memo-
rial.
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Mr. President, this act of terrorism
horrified all Americans. It must never
be forgotten. May the victims of this
tragedy rest in peace, may the sur-
vivors be comforted and may such an
evil act never be perpetrated upon in-

nocent men, women, and children
again.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SMITH of Oregon). Is there further de-
bate on the bill? If not, the question is
on the engrossment and third reading
of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 871) was passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 871

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Oklahoma
City National Memorial Act of 1997"°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) Few events in the past quarter-century
have rocked Americans’ perception of them-
selves and their institutions, and brought to-
gether the people of our nation with greater
intensity than the April 19, 1995, bombing of
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
downtown Oklahoma City;

(2) the resulting deaths of 168 people, some
of whom were children, immediately touched
thousands of family members whose lives
will forever bear scars of having those pre-
cious to them taken away so brutally;

(3) suffering with such families are count-
less survivors, including children, who strug-
gle not only with the suffering around them,
but their own physical and emotional inju-
ries and with shaping a life beyond April 19;

(4) such losses and struggles are personal
and, since they resulted from so public an at-
tack, they are also shared with a commu-
nity, a nation, and the world;

(5) the story of the bombing does not stop
with the attack itself or with the many
losses it caused. The responses of OKla-
homa’s public servants and private citizens,
and those from throughout the nation, re-
main as a testament to the sense of unity,
compassion, even heroism, that character-
ized the rescue and recovery following the
bombing;

(6) During the days immediately following
the Oklahoma City bombing, Americans and
people from around the world of all races, po-
litical philosophies, religions and walks of
life responded with unprecedented solidarity
and selflessness; and

(7) Given the national and international
impact and reaction, the federal character of
the site of the bombing, and the significant
percentage of the victims and survivors who
were federal employees the Oklahoma City
Memorial will be established, designed, man-
aged and maintained to educate present and
future generations, through an public/private
partnership, to work together efficiently and
respectfully in developing a National Memo-
rial relating to all aspects of the April 19,
1995, bombing in Oklahoma City.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) MEMORIAL.—The term ‘‘memorial”’
means the Oklahoma City National Memo-
rial designated under section 4(a).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.
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(3) TRUST.—The term ‘‘trust’” means the
Oklahoma City National Memorial Trust
designated under section 5(a).

SEC. 4. OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL MEMORIAL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—In order to preserve
for the benefit and inspiration of the people
of the United States and the World, as a Na-
tional Memorial certain lands located in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, there is estab-
lished as a unit of the National Park System
the Oklahoma City National Memorial.

(b) The memorial area shall be comprised
of the lands, facilities and structures gen-
erally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Okla-
homa City National Memorial’’, numbered
OCNM 001, and dated May 1997 (hereinafter
referred to in this Act as the “map’’).

(1) Such map shall be on file and available
for public inspection in the appropriate of-
fices of the National Park Service and the
Trust.

(2) After advising the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate
and the Committee on Resources of the
House of Representatives, in writing, the
Trust, as established by section 5 of this Act,
may take minor revisions of the boundaries
of the memorial when necessary by publica-
tion of a revised drawing or other boundary
description in the Federal Register.

SEC. 5. OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL MEMORIAL
TRUST.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
wholly owned government corporation to be
known as the Oklahoma City National Me-
morial Trust.

(b) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The powers and manage-
ment of the Trust shall be vested in a Board
of Directors (hereinafter referred to as the
“Board’’) consisting of the following 9 mem-
bers:

(A) The Secretary or the Secretary’s des-
ignee.

(B) 8 individuals, appointed by the Presi-
dent, from a list of recommendations sub-
mitted by the Governor of the State of Okla-
homa; and a list of recommendations sub-
mitted by the Mayor of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma; and a list of recommendations
submitted by the United States Senators
from Oklahoma; and a list of recommenda-
tions submitted by United States Represent-
atives from Oklahoma. The President shall
make the appointments referred to in this
subparagraph within 90 days after the enact-
ment of this Act.

(2) TeERMS.—Members of the Board ap-
pointed under paragraph (1)(B) shall each
serve for a term of 4 years, except that of the
members first appointed, 2 shall serve for a
term of 3 years, and 2 shall serve a term of
2 years. Any vacancy in the Board shall be
filled in the same manner in which the origi-
nal appointment was made, and any member
appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve for the
remainder of that term for which his or her
predecessor was appointed. No appointed
member may serve more than 8 years in con-
secutive terms.

(3) QUORUM.—Five members of the Board
shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of
business by the Board.

(4) ORGANIZATION AND COMPENSATION.—The
Board shall organize itself in such a manner
as it deems most appropriate to effectively
carry out the authorized activities of the
Trust. Board members shall serve without
pay, but may be reimbursed for the actual
and necessary travel and subsistence ex-
penses incurred by them in the performance
of the duties of the Trust.

(5) LIABILITY OF DIRECTORS.—Members of
the Board of Directors shall not be consid-
ered Federal employees by virtue of their
membership on the Board, except for pur-
poses of the Federal Tort Claims Act and the
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Ethics in Government Act, and the provi-
sions of chapter 11 of title 18, United States
Code.

(6) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet at
least three times per year in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma and at least two of those meetings
shall be opened to the public. Upon a major-
ity vote, the Board may close any other
meetings to the public. The Board shall es-
tablish procedures for providing public infor-
mation and opportunities for public com-
ment regarding operations maintenance and
management of the Memorial; as well as,
policy, planning and design issues.

(7) STAFF.—

(A) NON-NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STAFF.—
The Trust is authorized to appoint and fix
the compensation and duties of an executive
director and such other officers and employ-
ees as it deems necessary without regard to
the provisions of title 5, United States Code,
governing appointments in the competitive
service, and may pay them without regard to
the provisions of chapter 51, and subchapter
IIT of chapter 53, title 5, United States Code,
relating to classification and General Sched-
ule pay rates.

(B) INTERIM PARK SERVICE STAFF.—At the
request of the Trust, the Secretary shall pro-
vide for a period not to exceed 2 years, such
personnel and technical expertise, as nec-
essary, to provide assistance in the imple-
mentation of the provisions of this Act.

(C) PARK SERVICE STAFF.—At the request of
the Trust, the Secretary shall provide such
uniform personnel, on a reimbursable basis,
to carry out day to day visitor service pro-
grams.

(D) OTHER FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—At the re-
quest of the Trust, the Director of any other
Federal agency may provide such personnel,
on a reimbursable basis, to carry out day to
day visitor service programs.

(8) NECESSARY POWERS.—The Trust shall
have all necessary and proper powers for the
exercise of the authorities vested in it.

(9) TAXES.—The Trust and all properties
administered by the Trust shall be exempt
from all taxes and special assessments of
every kind by the State of Oklahoma, and its
political subdivisions including the County
of Oklahoma and the City of Oklahoma City.

(10) GOVERNMENT CORPORATION.—

(A) The Trust shall be treated as a wholly
owned Government corporation subject to
chapter 91 of title 31, United States Code
(commonly referred to as the Government
Corporation Control Act). Financial state-
ments of the Trust shall be audited annually
in accordance with section 9105 of title 31 of
the United States Code.

(B) At the end of each calendar year, the
Trust shall submit to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the United
States Senate and the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives a
comprehensive and detailed report of its op-
erations, activities, and accomplishments for
the prior fiscal year. The report also shall in-
clude a section that describes in general
terms the Trust’s goals for the current fiscal

year.
SEC. 6. DUTIES AND AUTHORITIES OF THE
TRUST.
(a) OVERALL REQUIREMENTS OF THE

TRUST.—The Trust shall administer the oper-
ation, maintenance, management and inter-
pretation of the Memorial including, but not
limited to, leasing, rehabilitation, repair and
improvement of property within the Memo-
rial under its administrative jurisdiction
using the authorities provided in this sec-
tion, which shall be exercised in accordance
with—

(1) the provisions of law generally applica-
ble to units of the National Park Service, in-
cluding: ‘“An Act to establish a National
Park Service, and for other purposes’” ap-
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proved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C.
1, 2-4);

(2) the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666:
U.S.C. 461-467);

(3) the general objectives of the ‘‘Memorial
Mission Statement’’, adopted March 26, 1996,
by the Oklahoma City Memorial Foundation;
and

(4) the ‘““‘Oklahoma Memorial Foundation
Intergovernmental Letter of Under-
standing’’, dated, October 28, 1996.

(b) AUTHORITIES.—

(1) The Trust may participate in the devel-
opment of programs and activities at the
properties designated by the map, and the
Trust shall have the authority to negotiate
and enter into such agreements, leases, con-
tracts and other arrangements with any per-
son, firm, association, organization, corpora-
tion or governmental entity, including, with-
out limitation, entities of Federal, State and
local governments as are necessary and ap-
propriate to carry out its authorized activi-
ties. Any such agreements may be entered
into without regard to section 321 of the Act
of June 30, 1932 (40 U.S.C. 303b).

(2) The Trust shall establish procedures for
lease agreements and other agreements for
use and occupancy of Memorial facilities, in-
cluding a requirement that in entering into
such agreements the Trust shall obtain rea-
sonable competition.

(3) The Trust may not dispose of or convey
fee title to any real property transferred to
it under this Act.

(4) Federal laws and regulations governing
procurement by Federal Agencies shall not
apply to the Trust, with the exception of
laws and regulations related to Federal gov-
ernment contracts governing working condi-
tions, and any civil rights provisions other-
wise applicable thereto.

(5) The Trust, in consultation with the Ad-
ministrator of Federal Procurement Policy,
shall establish and promulgate procedures
applicable to the Trust’s procurement of
goods and services including, but not limited
to, the award of contracts on the basis of
contractor qualifications, price, commer-
cially reasonable buying practices, and rea-
sonable competition.

(¢) MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.—Within one
year after the enactment of this Act, the
Trust, in consultation with the Secretary,
shall develop a comprehensive program for
management of those lands, operations and
facilities within the Memorial established by
this Act.

(d) DONATIONS.—The Trust may solicit and
accept donations of funds, property, supplies,
or services from individuals, foundations,
corporations, and other private or public en-
tities for the purposes of carrying out its du-
ties.

(e) PROCEEDS.—Notwithstanding section
1341 of title 31 of the United States Code, all
proceeds received by the Trust shall be re-
tained by the Trust, and such proceeds shall
be available, without further appropriation,
for the administration, operation, preserva-
tion, restoration, operation and mainte-
nance, improvement, repair and related ex-
penses incurred with respect to Memorial
properties under its administrative jurisdic-
tion. The Secretary of the Treasury, at the
option of the Trust shall invest excess mon-
ies of the Trust in public debt securities
which shall bear interest at rates determined
by the Secretary of the Treasury taking into
consideration the current average market
yield on outstanding marketable obligations
of the United States of comparable maturity.

(f) SurTs.—The Trust may sue and be sued
in its own name to the same extent as the
Federal Government. Litigation arising out
of the activities of the Trust shall be con-
ducted by the Attorney General; except that
the Trust may retain private attorneys to
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provide advice and council. The District
Court for the Western District of Oklahoma
shall have exclusive jurisdiction over any
suit filed against the Trust.

(g) BYLAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS.—The
Trust may adopt, amend, repeal, and enforce
bylaws, rules and regulations governing the
manner in which its business may be con-
ducted and the powers vested in it may be
exercised. The Trust is authorized, in con-
sultation with the Secretary, to adopt and to
enforce those rules and regulations that are
applicable to the operation of the National
Park System and that may be necessary and
appropriate to carry out its duties and re-
sponsibilities under this Act. The Trust shall
give notice of the adoption of such rules and
regulations by publication in the Federal
Register.

(h) INSURANCE.—The Trust shall require
that all leaseholders and contractors procure
proper insurance against any loss in connec-
tion with properties under lease or contract,
or the authorized activities granted in such
lease or contract, as is reasonable and cus-
tomary.

SEC. 7. LIMITATIONS ON FUNDING.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In furtherance of the pur-
poses of this Act, there is hereby authorized
the sum of $5,000,000 to remain available
until expended.

(2) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—Amounts ap-
propriated in any fiscal year to carry out the
provisions of this Act may only be expended
on a matching basis in a ratio of at least one
non-Federal dollar to every Federal dollar.
For the purposes of this provision, each non-
Federal dollar donated to the Trust or to the
Oklahoma City Memorial Foundation for the
creation, maintenance, or operation of the
Memorial shall satisfy the matching dollar
requirement without regard to the fiscal
year in which such donation is made.

SEC. 8. ALFRED P. MURRAH FEDERAL BUILDING

(a) Prior to the construction of the memo-
rial the Administrator of the General Serv-
ices Administration shall, among other ac-
tions, exchange, sell, lease, donate, or other-
wise dispose of the site of the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building, or a portion there-
of, to the Trust. Any such disposal shall not
be subject to—

(1) the Public Buildings Act of 1959 (40
U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

(2) the Federal Property and Administra-
tive Services Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. et seq.); or

(3) any other Federal law establishing re-
quirements or procedures for the disposal of
Federal property.

SEC. 9. GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE STUDY.

(a) Six years after the first meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Trust, the General
Accounting Office shall conduct an interim
study of the activities of the Trust and shall
report the results of the study to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
United States Senate, and the Committee on
Resources and Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives. The study
shall include, but shall not be limited to, de-
tails of how the Trust is meeting its obliga-
tions under this Act.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I move
to reconsider the vote.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. I move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I wish
to thank my colleagues for their co-
operation, particularly the chairman of
the Finance Committee and the Sen-
ator from New York for their patience.
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I know they have a challenge before
them today. I wish to compliment
them, incidentally, on the work that
they have done in the last 3 months
putting both bills together, both the
Balanced Budget Act and the Tax Re-
lief Act that we will be passing later
today. They worked unbelievable
hours. I compliment them for their
very fine work. I thank all of my col-
leagues for their cooperation in allow-
ing us to pass this bill so quickly this
morning.

I thank my colleagues, and I yield
the floor.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT OF 1997—
CONFERENCE REPORT

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the conference report.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
junior Senator from Utah.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah is recognized.

Mr. BENNETT. Thank you, Mr.
President.
I thank the Senator from Delaware

for his courtesy and consideration in
allowing me to take this time. I also
congratulate both the Senator from
Delaware and the Senator from New
York for their ability in crafting this
particular piece of legislation.

When I ran for the Senate in 1992, I
made tax reform one of my primary
goals. I must confess that this bill does
not meet all of my expectations and
promises as I ran in the campaign, be-
cause one of the things that I was most
devoted to was a determination to
make the Tax Code less complex, easier
to understand, and tax returns, per-
haps, filed that are the size of a post-
card.

This bill does not accomplish that,
and I still hold that out as a goal for
the future. But if this bill does not
make the Tax Code less complex, it at
least makes the Tax Code less burden-
some —less burdensome for middle
Americans, middle-class Americans
who have not received a significant tax
break for a long, long time. There have
been tax breaks at the other ends of
the Tax Code, yes, at the bottom end
for people who received the earned in-
come tax credit and, some would argue,
too much at the top end. But there has
not been the kind of middle-class tax
relief talked about in the 1992 cam-
paign until this bill.

So while it is not everything that I
would want—and there is still much
unfinished business to be taken care of
in terms of tax simplification—it is a
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step in the right direction that we
should apply. I intend to vote for it en-
thusiastically and urge all of my col-
leagues to do the same.

When I came here in January 1993,
the atmosphere was completely dif-
ferent than the one we find on the floor
today. At that time, there was a deter-
mination to see that spending would
grow and that taxing would grow. I am
delighted to have been able to be a part
of an effort that has brought us to a
case where spending is going down, at
least in percentage terms, and taxes
are going down, in terms of the burden
that they are placing on the American
people.

So I congratulate all connected with
this effort, including, yes, Mr. Presi-
dent, the President of the United
States. I know it is not common for
people on my side of the aisle to stand
up and say nice things about this
President, and I have said my share of
unkind things in areas where I feel he
has done things that I think are inap-
propriate. But as I have said to the
President when I have been to the
White House on occasions, ‘““When you
are right, Mr. President, I will back
you. When I think you are wrong, I will
oppose you.” I owe it to him and to
those in his administration who have
worked with him on this agreement to
publicly acknowledge that this time I
think he has been right. I congratulate
him and those who work with him for
their willingness to do this. I must say
that I still had hoped that Senator
Dole would be elected President. I
think if he had been, we would be here
discussing the tax simplification that I
believe in as well as some tax reduc-
tion. We had our opportunity to make
that case in the campaign. For one rea-
son or another, it didn’t fly, and it will
have to wait for another day. But I
congratulate all those who have put
partisanship aside and worked together
for the good of the people and made a
compromise with which perhaps none
fully agree, but for which the American
people, overall, will ultimately be
grateful.

For that reason, Mr. President, I am
grateful to the two Senators for allow-
ing me to take this brief time to make
these expressions. I conclude as I
began, with my congratulations to
them and to their colleagues on the Fi-
nance Committee, to the leadership of
both Houses in both parties, for their
ability on the legislative side to work
out an agreement with the President
and his associates in the executive
branch to give us at least this first step
in the direction of making the Tax
Code less burdensome and less onerous
on the American people.

I yield the floor.

Mr. ROTH addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware is recognized.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield my-
self such time as I may use.

Mr. President, when the 105th Con-
gress began, a promise was made to the
American people. They were concerned
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about Washington’s addiction to spend-
ing, and the high deficits that were a
consequence of that spending. We
promised to give them a balanced
budget. They were overburdened by ris-
ing taxes. They had been shackled with
a record-setting increase in 1992, and
were paying more to government than
they were for their own food, shelter,
and clothing. We promised them relief.
Our American families were concerned
about the education of their children—
about the rising costs of post-sec-
ondary schools, and their ability to
help their children enter our colleges
and universities to learn and to prepare
for productive futures. We promised to
make education more accessible.

Young Americans, just out of
school—many of them starting fami-
lies—were finding it increasingly more
difficult to buy a home. As a propor-
tion of their income, they discovered
that a mortgage today is twice as
much as it was for their parents. Val-
iant small businessmen and -women
were finding it increasingly more dif-
ficult to build successful companies.
They had lost their home office deduc-
tions, the deductibility of their health
insurance, and then—when their com-
pany, despite these and other chal-
lenges, proved successful—they had to
fear losing it to death taxes. Again, we
promised relief. We promised peace of
mind to senior Americans who were
worried about Medicare and its future.
We promised to provide future genera-
tions the opportunity to become more
self-sufficient through enhanced indi-
vidual retirement accounts, and less
dependent on government for their sup-
port in the years to come. And we
promised that we would do something
to increase health care coverage for
America’s children—for America’s fu-
ture.

These, of course, Mr. President, were
bold promises. For years, the Repub-
lican Party had advocated these meas-
ures, but in a city built on promises—
the majority of which unfortunately go
unfulfilled—it was reasonable that
Americans felt that these, too, would
remain empty. But today, Mr. Presi-
dent—today, we can say that these
promises made, are promises kept.

For the first time since 1969, Ameri-
cans have a balanced budget—a bal-
anced budget that will be realized with-
in 5 years. For the first time in 16
years, Americans have real and mean-
ingful tax relief. For the first time
ever, our families will have tax-free
education savings accounts, and for the
first time in a decade, we are bringing
back the student loan interest deduc-
tion. And these, Mr. President, are not
our only firsts. We are allowing pen-
alty-free withdrawals from IRA plans
to make first-time home purchases.

We are eliminating the capital gains
taxes on $500,000 of gain for a couple
that sells their home. We are strength-
ening and preserving Medicare by in-
troducing choice and competition to
that program. We are giving States
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greater flexibility and authority to ad-
minister Medicaid, and we are increas-
ing health care coverage for millions of
children.

These are all firsts, Mr. President,
but there is another first—one that is
more philosophic in nature. For the
first time since President Johnson’s
Great Society exploded the size and
costs of Federal programs, Americans
have a government that is focused on
doing more with less.

When historians look at what has
been accomplished here these past few
months, I believe our work will mark
the beginning of a new era—an era
which the Republicans have long prom-
ised and which President Clinton ar-
ticulated when he said that the days of
big government are behind us.

This budget reconciliation package is
a strong first step toward realizing
that promise. It is a bipartisan effort—
one that could not have been accom-
plished without a spirit of cooperation
between Republicans and Democrats,
between the Senate and the House, and
between Congress and the President.
I'm proud of what we’ve accomplished.
Members in both Houses of Congress,
and on both sides of the aisle, have rea-
son to be proud, as does Bill Clinton.

Certainly, there are differences be-
tween the parties—those differences
can be valuable in the battle of ideas.
But this package represents a collec-
tive effort, an effort that is a far cry
from the acrimony, Government shut-
downs and the vetoes that attended
past budget debates. I believe our work
here demonstrates a coming together
on fundamental issues. Taxes have
been too high.

They are still too high. In fact, as a
percentage of our GNP, they haven’t
been higher than they are right now
since 1960. Government has grown too
big, become too inefficient, too over-
bearing and costly. Too much power
has been taken from our people—from
our States—and it’s been centralized
here in Washington.

Yesterday we addressed the changes
that will take place in Government
programs—especially in entitlements
like Medicare and Medicaid. We ex-
plained how this reconciliation pack-
age will deliver greater flexibility to
the States for them to administer Med-
icaid in a more cost-effective, a more
efficient manner.

Today, we focus on the major tax
provisions included in our plan, and
how those provisions will provide relief
for Americans of all ages—for our
youth, going away to college, for our
young families looking to buy their
first home and raise their children, for
older families running small businesses
and preparing for retirement, and for
those Americans who are already re-
tired and looking to find comfort and
security on fixed incomes.

This reconciliation package provides
relief for all of these. It includes a $500-
per-child tax credit for families with
children under the age of 17. The credit
will be available to the working poor
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through an enhanced earned income
credit. It will cover middle-class fami-
lies, couples earning up to $110,000 a
year. At $110,000 it will begin to phase
out. And this tax relief will begin next
year with a $400 per child credit in 1998,
and the full $500 credit in 1999 and
thereafter.

We also provide relief to hard-work-
ing, middle-class Americans by enhanc-
ing the individual retirement account.
We raise the income limits on tradi-
tional TRA’s and create a new back-
loaded IRA. In this back-loaded IRA,
the contributions are not tax deduct-
ible, but the build-up and withdrawals
are tax-free if the account is held for 5
years and the account holder is at least
5912, The income limits for the new
back-loaded IRA will be $95,000 for sin-
gles and $150,000 for married couples.
Our new IRA will allow penalty-free
withdrawals for first-time home pur-
chases. Another very important change
to the IRA is that we allow home-
makers—below certain family in-
come—to save a full $2,000 annually in
an account, regardless of their spouse’s
pension plan.

Mr. President, I have worked for
years to strengthen individual retire-
ment accounts for working Americans.
These changes will go a long way to-
ward helping Americans prepare for re-
tirement. They will encourage self-reli-
ance and provide incentive for saving.

This is, indeed, an idea whose time
has come. It will be a blessing to
countless Americans as they prepare
for the future. And beyond helping in-
dividual families, these expanded IRS’s
will promote investment, capital for-
mation and economic growth.

Another important provision of this
reconciliation package—one that will
not only provide tax relief, but will,
along with our IRA’s, promote invest-
ment and jobs, is our capital gains tax
cut.

Here, we drop the top rate to 20 per-
cent on investments that are held for
at least 18 months. The rate will drop
to 18 percent for assets purchased after
2000 and held for at least 5 years. For
joint filers with incomes less than
$41,200, the top capital gains rate will
be 10 percent of assets held for at least
18 months, and 8 percent for assets held
for at least 5 years. Our package does
away with capital gains taxes on the
sale of a home, as long as the home is
$500,000 or less for joint filers and
$250,000 or less for single filers.

The benefit of capital gains tax relief
will be felt not only by our families,
but by America at large. According to
economist Lawrence Kudlow, in a re-
cent Wall Street Journal editorial,

The budget’s lower capital gains tax rate
will help maintain U.S. global economic
leadership in the 21st century. This is espe-
cially important in relation to the fast-grow-
ing economies of the Pacific rim, with China
looming not far behind. Most of the Asian ti-
gers have lower tax burdens on capital for-
mation that the U.S.

America, Mr. President, needs this
capital gains tax relief. It is long over-
due.
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However, the tax relief contained in
this package does not end here. Fami-
lies will also benefit by the way that
this bill offers relief from the estate
tax—the tax that can rob a family of
its farm or business when a father or
mother passes away.

To help these families, we raise the
unified credit to $1,000,000 per estate by
2006; and we provide tax-free treatment
for family-owned farms and small busi-
nesses for up to $1.3 million. I can’t
overstate how important this estate
tax relief will be to our families and
small businesses. In 1995, delegates to a
convention on small business survival,
ranked killing the estate tax among
the top five priorities on a list of 60
recommendations to the President.
This is because many small business
men and women fear the enterprises
they have worked their lives to create
won’t be around to pass on to their
children. The estate tax relief provided
in this package offers a strong first
step toward allaying that fear and pro-
viding families the protection they de-
serve.

Beyond offering relief for estate
taxes, this package also benefits Amer-
ica’s small businesses by accelerating
the phase in of the self-employed
health insurance deduction, raising
that deduction all the way to 100 per-
cent, and by clarifying the deduct-
ibility of the home office business de-
duction. These, Mr. President, are im-
portant provisions. They will promote
economic growth, jobs, and family se-
curity. They naturally complement the
overarching objective of this legisla-
tion to provide immediate tax relief
and to create conditions that will pre-
pare America and Americans for a
bright and prosperous future.

Just how important this objective is
can be seen by the fact that a full 80
percent of the tax relief we offer in this
package is directed at the $500 credit
for children and provisions that will
promote education. These education-
related measures will go a long way to-
ward assisting students and their par-
ents in affording the cost of post-sec-
ondary education.

They include the Hope scholarship
tax credit, a $2,500-per-year student
loan interest deduction, and penalty-
free withdrawal from IRA’s. We can’t
overstate just how important these
measures will be to American families,
to America’s students, and to our fu-
ture. I had hoped that we could have
gone even further in promoting the
educational aspects of this bill. For ex-
ample, I wanted to maintain a provi-
sion that would offer tax-free treat-
ment for State-sponsored prepaid tui-
tion plans, a permanent extension of
employer provided education assist-
ance, and a comprehensive education
IRA, but in these areas the White
House was unwilling to compromise.

And this brings up a point I would
like to make—a point I touched upon
yesterday. No one received everything
they wanted with this package. That,
Mr. President, is the nature of com-
promise. Another lesson we learn from
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compromise is that it tends to add
complexity to the package under con-
sideration.

We learned how when you have three
parties involved in the process—the
Senate, the House, and the administra-
tion—each compromise made in nego-
tiations rendered the final product that
much more complex.

Having said this, let me be clear that
I am generally pleased by the outcome.
Certainly, I could be more pleased. But
the bipartisan effort that produced this
reconciliation package is something to
be appreciated. We accomplished what
we set out to do. We provided tax relief
for middle-income families; we pro-
vided tax relief to promote education;
and, we provided tax relief that will
stimulate economic growth, oppor-
tunity, and jobs.

Let me show just how that relief will
affect typical American families. When
I first brought the Senate Finance
Committee tax relief package to the
floor—about 6 weeks ago—I introduced
three hypothetical families from Dela-
ware: a single mother named Judy
Smith, a farming family—the Wil-
sons—and a young professional couple,
John and Susan Jones. Let me show
you how this package—in its final
form—will benefit them:

Let’s begin with Judy. She has two
young children and works as a legal
secretary in Wilmington, making
$35,000 a year. Currently she pays over
$3,000 in Federal income taxes—over
$3,000. When President Clinton signs
this bill, Judy’s taxes will be cut by
$800 next year and by $1,000 the year
after. Why? Because of the child tax
credit. Judy will be able to spend that
savings as she wants, or she can put it
in an enhanced individual retirement
account for her future.

Jim and Julie Wilson, our farming
family with three children and an in-
come of $55,000, now pay over $5,500 in
Federal income taxes. When President
Clinton signs this bill, their taxes will
be cut by $1,200 in 1998, and by $1,500 in
1999 and beyond, as they will receive
$500 for each child. Julie Wilson will be
able to set up a homemaker IRA to
save for her retirement. Looking far
ahead, if the farm prospers, Jim and
Julie will be able to pass it on to their
children free of the burden of the es-
tate tax—all because of the middle-in-
come tax relief contained in this bill.

Finally, Mr. President, let’s look at
John and Susan Jones. They live and
work in Dover, DE. College graduates,
John is a veterinarian and Susan is a
physical therapist. They make $75,000
and have one young child. Under cur-
rent law, the Jones family pays about
$11,500 in Federal income taxes. Be-
cause of this legislation, they will re-
ceive a $400 tax credit next year, and
$500 each year thereafter.

Susan will be able to take the home
office business deduction, as her prac-
tice is located within their home, and
she will be able to accelerate the
phase-in of the self-employed health in-
surance deduction. John and Susan will
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also be able to deduct a portion of the
interest on their student loans, and
they’ll be able to set up new back-load-
ed IRA accounts for their retirement.

This is how our work will affect these
three families, Mr. President. It will
provide relief—much needed relief. As I
have said, today the taxes paid by our
families are higher as a percentage of
GNP than they’ve been since 1960. This
bipartisan tax relief effort will do
something about that. It will provide
relief as part of a budget reconciliation
package that will lead our Nation to a
balanced budget in 2002. Having said
that, however, I want to add that I con-
sider this only a beginning. Americans
not only need tax relief; they need tax
reform. They need tax reform that
really does simplify the Tax Code.

They need reform that focuses on
fairness. They need reform that main-
tains and promotes strong economic
growth—growth that will lead to con-
tinued job creation. And they need re-
form that promotes American exports
and our competitiveness in the global
economy.

This is what we will turn our atten-
tion to next. And it is my hope that the
same level of cooperation that sus-
tained us in this debate will attend us
as we move from tax relief to tax re-
form. I appreciate my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle who have been
active, involved, and given to a spirit
of willingness throughout this process.
I am particularly grateful to Senator
MOYNIHAN—mMY friend and a thoughtful,
well-esteemed leader.

And again, Mr. President—as I did
yesterday—I thank the professional,
capable staff of the Senate Finance
Committee for their countless hours
and lost sleep. This was, indeed, a he-
roic effort.

I yield the floor.

Mr. MOYNIHAN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BURNS). The Senator from New York.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, I
have the honor now to respond to my
revered chairman, who brought this ex-
traordinary legislation to the floor and
in a very few hours from now will see
it sent to the President to become law.

By day’s end, the U.S. Senate will
have voted overwhelmingly to reduce
Federal taxes by a net total of $95 bil-
lion over 5 years and $275 billion over
10 years. Whatever one’s view of this
legislation as a matter of tax policy,
there can be absolutely no doubt that
without the dominant influence of the
chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nance, we would not be here today. Ab-
sent Senator ROTH, we would not be
here today. This conference agreement
is a singular achievement for him, and
we congratulate him.

Among other provisions in the legis-
lation, the Roth IRA will soon be as
well-known as the Pell grant. It is a
fitting tribute to Senator ROTH’s long,
persistent, indomitable commitment to
encourage savings by Americans.

For those interested, this is in sec-
tion 302, Individual Retirement Ac-
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counts, section 408(a), Roth IRAs. It is
there in what I think others across the
park in the Supreme Court call black
letter law. There, sir, it is.

There is another aspect of this legis-
lation which has not been commented
on and, I hope, might be. Without per-
haps entirely intending it, and not
quite in the mode of how others have
done it, after a half century of discus-
sion, we are, in fact, establishing a
children’s allowance in our social poli-
cies.

I have had occasion to write about
this over the years. We are the only in-
dustrial democracy in the world that
does not have a children’s allowance—
just a routine thing, a feature of social
policy that goes back to the beginnings
of the century. It had various motiva-
tions in Sweden. There was a time
when the Swedes thought they were
dying out as a race and needed to en-
courage more children. So they gave
family allowances. Sometimes called a
family allowance. The French much
the same. In places like Canada, just a
good social policy.

During World War II, the late Sen-
ator Neuberger was working on the
Alaska-Canada highway—ALCAN high-
way, as we knew it in those days—and
interested in what the Canadians were
doing, came upon the family allow-
ance, the children’s allowance, and in-
troduced legislation when he became
Senator after the war. And John F.
Kennedy was much interested in this
and cosponsored the legislation. And I
can say from the days of the early Ken-
nedy administration there was an ac-
tive interest in this possibility—the
elemental proposition that if you have
children, it is going to cost money, and
a family raising children needs a little
support. We are giving it. Instead of a
direct grant, we are providing a direct
tax credit. The end result will be the
same, and a rather extraordinary bit of
social policy is before us which has
never been debated as such, but as I get
on in years I begin to think the more
you debate social policy, the less social
policy you get, and so we could perhaps
count our blessings in this regard.

But now my friend from Delaware
has heard his ranking member say on
many occasions that if it were up to
this Senator, we would have no tax
cuts at this time, given the extraor-
dinary condition of our economy just
now, a condition for which many be-
lieve the deficit reduction law enacted
in 1993, OBRA 1993, is largely respon-
sible.

I continue to be concerned about
whether cutting taxes might undo the
astonishing progress we have made
over the last 4 years, because OBRA 93
took hold when we did it. It was, in-
deed, the largest tax increase in his-
tory, and it has produced extraordinary
increases in wealth in our Nation be-
cause it sent a signal to the economy
that this Government was going to get
hold of its financing, pay its bills in
sound dollars, not monetize the debt,
as the phrase is among economists, in-
flate the currency and get rid of your
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debt in that mode. Those are pro-
foundly important signals to the mar-
kets, and we have seen, I believe, the
result.

The deficit for fiscal year 1992 was
$290 billion and growing. It was stran-
gling us. We had no prospect whatever
of getting out of it. What earlier on,
President Reagan’s Director of OMB,
David Stockman, had said, $100 billion
deficits as far as the eye can see, had
become $300 billion deficits as far as
the eye could see. And we turned it
around. We stopped it.

As a result of this aggressive deficit
reduction program put in place by a
Democratic Congress in 1993, the def-
icit for the current fiscal year could be
less than $30 billion, which is about
one-third of 1 percent of gross domestic
product, a matter of no consequence in
the large sphere of things. The Federal
budget is on the verge of balance at
this very moment and for the first time
in three decades, and it would get there
without any changes in law. I would es-
timate that we might have a balanced
budget in the fourth quarter of the
next fiscal year, a year from now. We
would have it without change in law.
Now we are putting the date off until
the year 2002. I hope that does not be-
come a fateful mistake. I am not here
to alarm anyone, but I think it needs
to be said for the record if the time
comes when we have to make changes.
Given the previous success of our ac-
tion 4 years ago, we may come to re-
gret what we have done today, but
there is not a majority for that view.
There is a very small minority for that
view. The congressional leadership and
the President have agreed that there
will be tax cuts this year, and so, given
that reality, I joined with the other
Democratic members of the Finance
Committee in working with Chairman
ROTH in a bipartisan mode.

He has been generous enough to point
out, as did earlier in the day the major-
ity leader, that the Finance Committee
was unanimous in reporting out the
measure that we voted on just an hour
ago on spending, and there was an 18 to
2 vote in our Committee on the bill be-
fore us now.

Yesterday, Senator DOMENICI, the
distinguished chairman of the Budget
Committee, said it was the bipartisan
solidarity of the Finance Committee
which gave the real impetus to getting
the budget agreement put in place, and
I think that is so and nothing, no fur-
ther tribute is possible to Senator
ROTH for having presided over that
event.

It is a phenomenon which I hope, and
I know he hopes, we might see in the
future. We found that we could do
things on a bipartisan basis that could
amaze you. We could raise taxes on to-
bacco. We could provide the largest in-
cremental initiative in health care
since Medicare and Medicaid were en-
acted in 1966—just like that, just in 2
days. Again, perhaps because it was not
debated for a year, we were able to get
it done in an afternoon. I would like to
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explore that possibility sometime. Is
there an inverse ratio between the
amount of debate and the legislation
that emerges? I think you have seen
some of that in the past many years.

I would take the time of the Senate
to point to several measures in the bill
which are surely praiseworthy and
equally important. One that has not
been commented on anywhere that I
have seen in the press is that the bill
before us removes the present $150 mil-
lion cap on the issuance of tax-exempt
bonds by universities, colleges and non-
hospital health facilities. It sounds
like an esoteric matter. What could
this mean? Well, it goes to something
that is as important to American life
as anything I know, and it is as char-
acteristic of American democracy as
anything I know.

We are the only democratic nation in
the world that has a private sector in
its higher education—not just a few
Jesuit colleges here or every so often a
special arrangement in the north of
Sweden or the south of France, and so
forth. No, our system of higher edu-
cation began as private denomina-
tional matters, and we continue to
have just about an equal balance be-
tween the great private institutions
and the great public institutions. You
could go out to California, in the San
Francisco Bay area, and you would see
it is exemplary of Stanford University,
named for a great railroad magnate
who gave his money in the name of his
son who died prematurely, and Berke-
ley, the University of California at
Berkeley, a great State institution.

Now, we have earlier on enabled the
private universities, colleges, and non-
medical health facilities to borrow
money on a tax-exempt basis, which
puts them partially on an equal footing
with the State institutions which ob-
tain money directly from the tax-
payers, from tax revenue, and can issue
tax-exempt bonds because they are
public institutions.

We capped that amount, and more
and more of our institutions have
reached it. And having done that, they
are no longer in a position to build
what you could call the capital-inten-
sive science facilities and suchlike fa-
cilities that you need in the area of re-
search on the edges of knowledge in
this country today. And we are the cen-
ter of such research. You could hypoth-
esize, if you like, a future where if we
did not do what we are doing, there
would come a time when the finest law
school on the west coast would be at
Stanford—law schools are not expen-
sive; you have to add 50 books a year in
the library—but all the physics would
be done at Berkeley. Physics is expen-
sive. All the chemistry, all the great
research in astronomy, the outer edges
of the universe to the very core of the
Earth itself, all that would be in public
institutions. And the competitive urges
and the range of variety of the private
institutions—the University of Chi-
cago, Rice University, go right down
the list of them—that would be lost.
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The University of Pennsylvania, New
York University, Columbia and, as I
say, across the Nation, those institu-
tions are precious. There is no reason
why Americans should know that the
universities and colleges in the United
Kingdom are all public institutions,
but it is important to know that we are
singular in this regard, and this legis-
lation responds to that need. It may
just be that no one is interested
enough to care, to take note, but I can
assure you the universities involved
are very attentive and are very
pleased.

We also extend for 3 years the provi-
sion for exclusion from income of em-
ployer-provided educational assistance,
which is section 127 of the Internal
Revenue Code. This is a wonderfully
unintrusive piece of social policy. It is
probably the single-most successful tax
incentive for education we have. In a
world of continuing education, of con-
tinuing developments in science and
technology, we have arrangements
whereby an employer can send an em-
ployee to school to learn something
special being taught—at night or week-
ends, whatever—get a degree, bring the
skills back into the workplace. They
will be paid more money, and they will
get more income. We will get more rev-
enue. Everyone wins all around. We in
the Finance Committee made this ab-
solutely easy, workable, a successful
program. We made it permanent.

For reasons I cannot understand, and
I don’t think the chairman could pos-
sibly understand either, the Finance
Committee language, which made it
permanent and applied it to graduate
school, was dropped in conference. We
had legislation in the Senate to do just
this, Senator ROTH and I, with 50 co-
sponsors. What is the matter with peo-
ple who can’t see what elemental good
sense this makes? The firm that wants
to send a chemist to do postgraduate
work in a new field that is just opening
up so he can come back and do it in the
private sector of the economy is just so
elemental. That it was not done is dis-
turbing. Perhaps we will get back to it.
I can’t imagine why it was not accept-
ed, but we had no success.

The conferees included another salu-
tary measure by extending for 1 year
the deductibility, at fair market value,
of charitable gifts of appreciated stock
to private foundations. Absent this, we
would have seen a needless dropoff in
charitable giving. And, again, we are
trying to encourage the private sector,
that private sector of education we try
to support, the private sector of em-
ployer-provided educational assistance,
into giving to private charities.

Now, to another matter of concern—
of large concern—just beginning to be
noted. I observed in the Washington
Post this morning a comment on it,
and also in the New York Times.

The Senate-passed bill included a
measure written by our chairman and
supported by this Senator and others
to provide $2.3 billion in critically
needed funding for Amtrak, the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation,
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the last hope of rail passenger service
in America. The distinguished CEO of
the corporation, Mr. Tom Downs, said
to me, as he would say to anyone who
called and asked, that if he did not get
this $2.3 billion, the corporation would
be bankrupt in February or March.

I say to you, Mr. President, that’s
what this period will be remembered
for, that we did not do this. We had it
in the bill. The Senate voted 80 to 18
for the provision that the chairman
provided. And it was dropped. It was
dropped owing to a dispute over other
matters altogether—job protections
and outside contracting by Amtrak. It
is provided in this bill that $2.3 billion
is there, but it is not available to Am-
trak until some very controversial leg-
islation is adopted making job protec-
tion and such like matters subject to
collective bargaining.

I will be blunt. This could mean the
end of Amtrak, the National Railroad
Passenger Corporation. Bankruptcy for
Amtrak is an outcome we should sure-
ly do everything in our power to pre-
vent. It would be a national calamity.
I wish to be emphatic in saying that
the possibility is now real, and I hope
the administration will join in the ef-
fort to bring about a resolution.

I was surprised, in the often intense
debates of this last week on this mat-
ter, that nowhere did we hear from the
Secretary of Labor. Nowhere did we
hear from the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. What do we have Cabinet offi-
cers for? I don’t mean to be critical of
any individual. It occurs to me that
they were not invited in. I'1l tell you, I
was once an assistant to Secretary Ar-
thur J. Goldberg when he was Sec-
retary of Labor during the Kennedy ad-
ministration. We had rail strikes and
soon thereafter, in the Johnson admin-
istration, disputes in the steel indus-
try. Arthur J. Goldberg would have
been right in the middle of it, seeing
that workers were protected and that
the public was protected.

This remains to be done. I hope I
have sounded an alarm. If I sound
alarmist, Mr. President, may I put it in
the RECORD that I am and I intend to
be alarmist.

Another matter on which we have
made an error, in my view, was the
hurtful provision revoking the tax-ex-
empt status of the Teachers Insurance
and Annuity Association and the Col-
lege Retirement Equities Fund, known
as the TTAA-CREF, a 2-million-member
retirement system that serves 6,100
American colleges, universities, teach-
ing hospitals, museums, libraries and
other nonprofit educational and re-
search institutions. TTAA was founded
by Andrew Carnegie in 1918. It has been
tax exempt ever since. It is a nonprofit
charity, and properly not taxed.

In 1937 it was incorporated under the
laws of the State of New York to ‘‘for-
ward the cause of education and pro-
mote the welfare of the teaching pro-
fession”—‘‘forward the cause of edu-
cation and promote the welfare of the
teaching profession.’”” The law further
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states that the purpose of TIAA—this
is the New York statute—is ‘‘to aid and
strengthen non-proprietary and non-
profit-making colleges, universities
and other institutions engaged pri-
marily in education or research.” And
it has done just that. It has long been
recognized as a model of such pro-
grams.

As a somewhat unanticipated result,
it brought to American higher edu-
cation portability of pensions. You did
not have to start out in one institution
and after a certain point stay the rest
of your life because you had to have
some retirement benefit. It has a great
value to our educational system for the
simple reason that it enables a young
person at, say, a 2-year college or a
local college, who shows great promise,
does good work, to end up at Chicago
or Stanford or Duke, because they can
move. This is part of the agility of
American higher education. There is no
reason to tax this, and the Finance
Committee said don’t tax it. We never
have. The Senate said don’t tax it. But
somehow or other we have decided to
do so.

Revoking TIAA-CREF’s 79-year-old
tax exemption will cost the average re-
tiree who receives $12,000 a year about
$600 in income. You know, librarians
are not highly paid. Perhaps that is not
widely known. A $12,000 pension would
be quite normal. A $600 reduction
would be 5 percent right away. Future
retirees currently accumulating bene-
fits are likely to face reductions of 10
to 15 percent.

Why make the lives of librarians and
assistant professors and teachers in
community colleges harder? Why do we
do this? Why wasn’t this something
that people said no to? The Finance
Committee said no to it. But we were
not successful.

Two closing points. In an era in
which the most recent Presidential
campaign was captivated—at least sec-
tors of it—by the idea of a flat tax, it
deserves pointing out that this 820-page
piece of legislation will add hugely to
the stupefying complexity and mass of
the Internal Revenue Code and its ac-
companying regulations.

Mr. President, this is not an exercise
here in physical therapy. For as long as
I can, I would like to hold it up to show
it to you. I dare not hold it up any
longer. If I should drop it, there would
go my right ankle. Did that thump on
the desk make itself heard?

In 1986, in the Tax Reform Act of that
year, we moved toward the idea of sim-
plicity in the Tax Code by a broader
base and lower rates. Just an anecdote,
the late beloved Erwin Griswold, some-
time dean of the Harvard Law School,
sometime Solicitor General of the
United States, was a friend. He used to
write me each April describing how
long it took him to complete his tax
returns, which he persisted in pre-
paring himself. Now, mind you, Dean
Griswold was perhaps the Nation’s
foremost authority on the subject of
tax law. He almost began the subject.
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He wrote the first text. He describes
himself as being a young attorney,
graduate of Harvard Law in the 1920s,
in the Solicitor General’s office, and
some matters concerning taxation
came to him. He, as he put it in a won-
derful address to the bar association
tax section, said, ‘I thought of going
to the Solicitor General to tell him I
didn’t know anything about tax law,
but I decided to go to the library in-
stead.”” And he wrote the text.

In his last letter to me, dated April
12, 1994, 7 months before he died, he
wrote that his 1993 tax return took him
almost 100 hours to complete—100
hours for Erwin Griswold to prepare his
not very complicated financial affairs.
He was a teacher and a lawyer, Govern-
ment employee, and he knew all these
matters—yet it took him 100 hours. It
would be 110 were he alive into the next
tax season.

Let me say, just as an example, a
family with three children, two in col-
lege and one under age 17, could be re-
quired to calculate the new child tax
credit, a Hope scholarship tax credit
for one college student, and a separate
lifelong learning credit for the older
child. Each of these different provi-
sions will have different eligibility
rules and complicated income phase-
outs that will have to be calculated on
different worksheets and reported to
the Internal Revenue Service on a vari-
ety of forms.

It is no exaggeration, sir—I don’t be-
lieve it is an exaggeration—to say that
anybody who could fill out the forms
necessary to qualify for these tax bene-
fits would already be an accountant of
advanced experience and achievement
and would have no need for the bene-
fits.

I do want to point out that in the
statement of the managers accom-
panying this conference report, it says,
“The conferees anticipate that the Sec-
retary of the Treasury will determine
whether a simplified method of calcu-
lating the child credit, consistent with
the formula described above, can be
achieved.”” So there is hope. But I
wouldn’t hope too much.

President Ronald Reagan, our much-
loved President Ronald Reagan, liked
to say the Republicans are the party of
the Fourth of July and Democrats are
the party of April 156th. With the pas-
sage of this legislation, I think Demo-
crats can no longer take all the credit
for April 15th.

A second and final point. This will be
the first-ever tax bill subject to the
line-item veto, which gives the Presi-
dent, ‘“‘limited authority to cancel spe-
cific dollar amounts of discretionary
budget authority, certain new direct
spending, and limited tax benefits.”

Limited tax benefits are those that
provide, a Federal tax deduction, cred-
it, exclusion, or preference to 100 or
fewer beneficiaries.

In January of this year, I joined Sen-
ators BYRD, LEVIN and former Senator
Hatfield in a legal challenge to the
line-item veto on grounds that it vio-
lates the presentment clause in article
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I, section 7, of the Constitution. The

U.S. District Court for the District of

Columbia agreed and promptly de-

clared the statute unconstitutional.

But later, on June 26, the Justice De-
partment took the matter to the Su-
preme Court itself, and the Court held
that we, as legislators, had no standing
to challenge the law, clearing the way
for the President to exercise his new
authority.

Now, just 2 days ago, on July 29, the
Joint Committee on Taxation met to
consider the list of limited tax benefits
in this bill, a list prepared by the com-
mittee staff, that would be subject to
the line-item veto. It was the first time
we had done this under the new law,
and I am pleased to report, upon being
presented with the 6-page list totaling
79 separate provisions in this bill sub-
ject to the line-item veto, some mem-
bers of the joint committee began to
display a visible lessening of enthu-
siasm for the concept itself.

I have a list here, Mr. President, and
take the liberty of asking unanimous
consent that it be printed in the
RECORD, so the administration will
have an opportunity to look up the
items, veto them and then the injured
parties can arrive across the park at
the Supreme Court with standing and
the Constitution will be preserved.

There being no objection, the list was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

TITLE XVII—IDENTIFICATION OF LIMITED
TAX BENEFITS SUBJECT TO LINE ITEM
VETO

SEC. 1701. IDENTIFICATION OF LIMITED TAX BEN-

EFITS SUBJECT TO LINE ITEM VETO.

Section 1021(a)(3) of the Congressional Budget
and Impoundment Control Act of 1974 shall only
apply to—

(1) section 101(c) (relating to high risk pools
permitted to cover dependents of high risk indi-
viduals);

(2) section 222 (relating to limitation on quali-
fied 501(c)(3) bonds other than hospital bonds);

(3) section 224 (relating to contributions of
computer technology and equipment for elemen-
tary or secondary school purposes);

(4) section 312(a) (relating to treatment of re-
mainder interests for purposes of provision relat-
ing to gain on sale of principal residence);

(5) section 501(b) (relating to indexing of alter-
native valuation of certain farm, etc., real prop-
erty);

(6) section 504 (relating to extension of treat-
ment of certain rents under section 20324 to lin-
eal descendants);

(7) section 505 (relating to clarification of ju-
dicial review of eligibility for extension of time
for payment of estate tax);

(8) section 508 (relating to treatment of land
subject to qualified conservation easement);

(9) section 511 (relating to expansion of excep-
tion from generation-skipping transfer tax for
transfers to individuals with deceased parents);

(10) section 601 (relating to the research tax
credit);

(11) section 602 (relating to contributions of
stock to private foundations);

(12) section 603 (relating to the work oppor-
tunity tax credit);

(13) section 604 (relating to orphan drug tar
credit);

(14) section 701 (relating to incentives for revi-
talization of the District of Columbia) to the ex-
tent it amends the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to create sections 1400 and 1400A (relating
to tax-exempt economic development bonds);
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(15) section 701 (relating to incentives for revi-
talization of the District of Columbia) to the ex-
tent it amends the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to create section 1400C (relating to first-
time homebuyer credit for District of Columbia);

(16) section 801 (relating to incentives for em-
ploying long-term family assistance recipients);

(17) section 904(b) (relating to uniform rate of
tax on vaccines) as it relates to any vaccine con-
taining pertussis bacteria, extracted or partial
cell bacteria, or specific pertussis antigens;

(18) section 904(b) (relating to uniform rate of
tax on vaccines) as it relates to any wvaccine
against measles;

(19) section 904(b) (relating to uniform rate of
taxr on vaccines) as it relates to any vaccine
against mumps;

(20) section 904(b) (relating to uniform rate of
tar on vaccines) as it relates to any vaccine
against rubella,;

(21) section 905 (relating to operators of mul-
tiple retail gasoline outlets treated as wholesale
distributors for refund purposes);

(22) section 906 (relating to exemption of elec-
tric and other clean-fuel motor vehicles from
luxury automobile classification);

(23) section 907(a) (relating to rate of taxr on
liquefied natural gas determined on basis of
BTU equivalency with gasoline);

(24) section 907(b) (relating to rate of tax on
methanol from natural gas determined on basis
of BTU equivalency with gasoline);

(25) section 908 (relating to modification of tax
treatment of hard cider);

(26) section 914 (relating to mortgage financ-
ing for residences located in disaster areas);

(27) section 962 (relating to assignment of
workmen’s compensation liability eligible for ex-
clusion relating to personal injury liability as-
signments);

(28) section 963 (relating to tax-exempt status
for certain State worker’s compensation act
companies);

(29) section 967 (relating to additional ad-
vance refunding of certain Virgin Island bonds);

(30) section 968 (relating to monrecognition of
gain on sale of stock to certain farmers’ co-
operatives);

(31) section 971 (relating to exemption of the
incremental cost of a clean fuel vehicle from the
limits on depreciation for vehicles);

(32) section 974 (relating to clarification of
treatment of certain receivables purchased by
cooperative hospital service organizations);

(33) section 975 (relating to deduction in com-
puting adjusted gross income for expenses in
connection with service performed by certain of-
ficials) with respect to tarable years beginning
before 1991,

(34) section 977 (relating to elective carryback
of existing carryovers of National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation);

(35) section 1005(b)(2)(B) (relating to transi-
tion rule for instruments described in a ruling
request submitted to the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice on or before June 8, 1997);

(36) section 1005(b)(2)(C) (relating to transi-
tion rule for instruments described on or before
June 8, 1997, in a public announcement or in a
filing with the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion) as it relates to a public announcement;

(37) section 1005(b)(2)(C) (relating to transi-
tion rule for instruments described on or before
June 8, 1997, in a public announcement or in a
filing with the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion) as it relates to a filing with the Securities
and Exchange Commission;

(38) section 1011(d)(2)(B) (relating to transi-
tion rule for distributions made pursuant to the
terms of a tender offer outstanding on May 3,
1995);

(39) section 1011(d)(3) (relating to transition
rule for distributions made pursuant to the
terms of a tender offer outstanding on Sep-
tember 13, 1995);

(40) section 1012(d)(3)(B) (relating to transi-
tion rule for distributions pursuant to an acqui-
sition described in section 355(e)(2)(4)(ii) of the
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Internal Revenue Code of 1986 described in a
ruling request submitted to the Internal Rev-
enue Service on or before April 16, 1997);

(41) section 1012(d)(3)(C) (relating to transi-
tion rule for distributions pursuant to an acqui-
sition described in section 355(e)(2)(A)(ii) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 described in a
public announcement ovr filing with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission) as it relates to a
public announcement;

(42) section 1012(d)(3)(C) (relating to transi-
tion rule for distributions pursuant to an acqui-
sition described in section 355(e)(2)(A)(ii) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 described in a
public announcement ovr filing with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission) as it relates to a
filing with the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion;

(43) section 1013(d)(2)(B) (relating to transi-
tion rule for distributions or acquisitions after
June 8, 1997, described in a ruling request sub-
mitted to the Internal Revenue Service sub-
mitted on or before June 8, 1997);

(44) section 1013(d)(2)(C) (relating to transi-
tion rule for distributions or acquisitions after
June 8, 1997, described in a public announce-
ment or filing with the Securities and Exchange
Commission on or before June 8, 1997) as it re-
lates to a public announcement;

(45) section 1013(d)(2)(C) (relating to transi-
tion rule for distributions or acquisitions after
June 8, 1997, described in a public announce-
ment or filing with the Securities and Exchange
Commission on or before June 8, 1997) as it re-
lates to a filing with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission;

(46) section 1014(f)(2)(B) (relating to transition
rule for any transaction after June 8, 1997, if
such transaction is described in a ruling request
submitted to the Internal Revenue Service on or
before June 8, 1997);

(47) section 1014(f)(2)(C) (relating to transition
rule for any transaction after June 8, 1997, if
such transaction is described in a public an-
nouncement or filing with the Securities and
Exchange Commission on or before June 8, 1997)
as it relates to a public announcement;

(48) section 1014(f)(2)(C) (relating to transition
rule for any transaction after June 8, 1997, if
such transaction is described in a public an-
nouncement or filing with the Securities and
Exchange Commission on or before June 8, 1997)
as it relates to a filing with the Securities and
Exchange Commission;

(49) section 1042(b) (relating to special rules
for provision terminating -certain exceptions
from rules relating to exempt organizations
which provide commercial-type insurance);

(50) section 1081(a) (relating to termination of
suspense accounts for family corporations re-
quired to use accrual method of accounting) as
it relates to the repeal of Internal Revenue Code
section 447(i)(3);

(51) section 1089(b)(3) (relating to reforma-
tions);

(52) section 1089(b)(5)(B)(i) (relating to per-
sons under a mental disability;

(53) section 1171 (relating to treatment of com-
puter software as FSC export property);

(54) section 1175 (relating to exemption for ac-
tive financing income);

(55) section 1204 (relating to travel expenses of
certain Federal employees engaged in criminal
investigations);

(56) section 1236 (relating to extension of time
for filing a request for administrative adjust-
ment);

(57) section 1243 (relating to special rules for
administrative adjustment request with respect
to bad debts or worthless securities);

(58) section 1251 (relating to clarification of
limitation on maximum number of shareholders);

(59) section 1253 (relating to attribution rules
applicable to stock ownership);

(60) section 1256 (relating to modification of
earnings and profits rules for determining
whether REIT has earnings and profits from
non-REIT year);
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(61) section 1257 (relating to treatment of fore-
closure property);

(62) section 1261 (relating to shared apprecia-
tion mortgages);

(63) section 1302 (relating to clarification of
waiver of certain rights of recovery);

(64) section 1303 (relating to transitional rule
under section 2056A);

(65) section 1304 (relating to treatment for es-
tate tax purposes of short-term obligations held
by nonresident aliens);

(66) section 1311 (relating to clarification of
treatment of survivor annuities under qualified
terminable interest rules);

(67) section 1312 (relating to treatment of
qualified domestic trust rules of forms of owner-
ship which are not trusts);

(68) section 1313 (relating to opportunity to
correct failures under section 20324);

(69) section 1414 (relating to fermented mate-
rial from any brewery may be received at a dis-
tilled spirits plant);

(70) section 1417 (relating to use of additional
ameliorating material in certain wines);

(71) section 1418 (relating to domestically pro-
duced beer may be withdrawn free of tax for use
of foreign embassies, legations, etc.);

(72) section 1421 (relating to transfer to brew-
ery of beer imported in bulk without payment of
tax);

(73) section 1422 (relating to transfer to bond-
ed wine cellars of wine imported in bulk without
payment of tax);

(74) section 1506 (relating to clarification of
certain rules relating to employee stock owner-
ship plans of S corporations);

(75) section 1507 (relating to modification of
10-percent tax for nondeductible contributions);

(76) section 1523 (relating to repeal of applica-
tion of wunrelated business income taxr to
ESOPs);

(77) section 1530 (relating to gratuitous trans-
fers for the benefit of employees);

(78) section 1532 (relating to special rules re-
lating to church plans); and

(79) section 1604(c)(2) (relating to amendment
related to Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1993).

Mr. MOYNIHAN. I thank the Presi-
dent, and particularly thank him for
affording that the Constitution be pre-
served.

Finally, as I have said, I would have
preferred the Senate-passed bill, in
many respects, but committees of con-
ference work by compromise, and we
have a compromise before us which I
will support, again with great thanks
to the chairman, to Lindy Paull and to
Frank Polk, and to Mark Patterson
and Nick Giordano. I yield the floor.

Several Senators addressed
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). Who yields time?

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
defer to the chairman. I am hoping to
get a chance to speak.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, I be-
lieve the chairman would like to make
a comment in response.

Mr. ROTH. Yes, I will be very brief.
First of all, I just want to publicly rec-
ognize and thank Senator MOYNIHAN
for the role he has played. I think his
statement today is another example of
his towering intellect. We are very for-
tunate to have an individual who is re-
nowned throughout this country for his
ability to analyze, to study, and come
up with constructive proposals. Cer-
tainly, we have all benefited from his
rare intellect.

the
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I would just like to comment on two
or three things that he spoke about in
his opening remarks. First of all, I
share the pride and satisfaction in our
higher educational system. I have often
thought there are few countries that
have anything like ours. They may
have one or two outstanding schools—
Oxford and Cambridge in the British
Isles; in Japan they have the Univer-
sity of Tokyo. But we have so many
outstanding schools. My only criticism
of what Senator MOYNIHAN said is he
failed to mention the University of
Delaware which, I must confess, is real-
ly a hidden jewel. But I share the pride,
and I think it is important that we do
everything that we can to strengthen
this, both the private and public sec-
tor, in these days where knowledge and
technology is of even greater impor-
tance than any other time.

I would also like to speak very brief-
ly about Amtrak, because it seems to
me we have our last clear chance to do
something about it. I have to tell you
that for the last several months, I have
fought tooth and nail to try to bring
about a solution. Mr. President, I can-
not imagine the leading industrial na-
tion of the world, the only superpower
not having a modern passenger rail
system. It is just unconscionable for
that to happen, particularly in these
times when we are running out of—I
don’t know about the State of New
York, but I can tell you, in my little
State of Delaware, we are running out
of land. How many highways can we
build? How many planes can fly over?
What are we going to do about the en-
vironment? This is a critical matter,
not only to the Northeast but to the
entire country.

I couldn’t agree more with Senator
MOYNIHAN than when he calls upon the
Secretary of Transportation and the
Secretary of Labor to provide some
leadership. This can still be salvaged,
it still can be saved, but it means that
the parties that are involved and inter-
ested are going to have to get together
and bring about the kind of reform
that assures a sound future for our rail
system.

This, again I say, is our last clear
chance. We have the funds in there.
They are available. Now it is up to
those who have the voice on reform to
get together and compromise and work
together, just as we did in our com-
mittee.

I again express my appreciation to
the distinguished Senator for his con-
tributions and cooperation.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, can I
just say thanks once again to the
chairman, and add that there is every
reason to think that Amtrak is on the
verge of financial stability, with a new
rail system, fast rail system, and just
when we are about to succeed, we can
thwart the whole enterprise. I hope we
will not do that.

Mr. President, I yield the floor. I find
my friend has been waiting so very pa-
tiently. The floor is now his.

Mr. WELLSTONE. I thank both col-
leagues. Mr. President, I ask unani-
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mous consent to take 15 minutes off
the time that has been given to Sen-
ator BUMPERS, and I ask Senator MoY-
NIHAN whether I might get 10 minutes
from his time, if that would be OK.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, the
Senator most surely can. I wish he
would.

Mr. WELLSTONE. I thank him.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota is recognized.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, let
me, first of all, say to Senator ROTH
and Senator MOYNIHAN, since my com-
ments will be in disagreement, that I
have tremendous respect for all the
work that they have done. Both of
them represent the very best of public
service. But I can’t, as a matter of
principle, vote for this budget agree-
ment. I support balancing the budget
through a process which observes basic
principles of economic and social jus-
tice and embodies the notion of shared
sacrifice in pursuit of the common
good, the common interest, the peo-
ple’s interest. But despite the cheers of
its supporters, this deal fails miserably
those tests.

In the midst of all the cheering over
this deal, we face a quiet crisis. It is
not a war, it is not a broad economic
calamity, but it is a crisis, nonetheless.
This is, by the averages and the indica-
tors, a prosperous time for our country.
It is a time of sustained economic
growth and low inflation, of a booming
stock market and low unemployment.
There is no blare of bugles, no moan of
universal distress, no loud hordes of
protesters clamoring in our streets.
But averages are misleading. They tell
nothing of the end of the curve, the
height at the top or the depth at the
bottom, and that is where our crisis re-
sides. It is a quiet crisis of money,
power, and injustice. It is the crisis of
a nation in danger of abandoning the
principles of equality and justice that
are so fundamental to our resilience
and to our future together.

The principle of economic justice in
this bill has been eclipsed. I fear it will
accelerate growing inequalities in our
country that we all should be com-
mitted to combat. We have moved in
recent years back to a darker time. It
is a more stratified America. It is real-
ly two Americas: one America with
mounting access to the things that
make life richer in possibility; the
other caught in a constant struggle to
make ends meet.

One able to purchase the security of
gated communities and private schools;
the other beset by the dangers of a de-
caying social fabric.

One America swiftly navigating the
information superhighway, the other
lacking the rudimentary skills needed
to navigate an ever-more complex soci-
ety.

One enriched by a rising stock mar-
ket; the other at the uncertain mercies
of the job market.

One wondering when to take a vaca-
tion to Europe or Asia; the other hop-
ing to save enough to take a family to
a ball game.
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This other America, this second
America is not inhabited by just the
poor or neglected minority. It is, in
fact, the residence of the American ma-
jority. It is the homeland of most of
our workers, most of our families, most
of our children, and it is precisely this
America that the budget agreement
fails to serve fully and fairly.

I would support a deal that required
truly shared sacrifice while investing
in our future, but shared sacrifice is
not what this package is all about. In-
stead, it is about working families sac-
rificing and Wall Street investors and
big companies garnering the lion’s
share of the benefits.

Balancing the short-term budget fair-
ly is a responsible and it is a worth-
while goal, made easier by our recent
economic boom. But building a strong
economy, bpreserving a shared pros-
perity, ensuring social and economic
stability for the next generation by in-
vesting in their health and their skills
and their character, our children, this
is a far loftier and far more difficult
goal for which we should have been
striving in this budget agreement, and
this agreement falls short of those
goals.

First, the agreement is unfair. At
times, it is grossly unfair, I say to my
colleagues, to the vast majority of
working Americans who deserve real
tax relief but will not get it in this bill,
because most of the benefits go to the
wealthiest 3 to 4 percent of the tax-
payers and the profitable companies.

Second, this agreement is short-
sighted, starving our Nation’s invest-
ment needs, investments critical to our
future economic and social prosperity,
in order to pay for large, unfair, and
unwarranted tax cuts.

Third, and perhaps most ironically,
since its ostensible purpose is to bal-
ance the budget, it is fiscally irrespon-
sible. By locking into place hundreds of
billions of dollars in tax cuts for the
wealthy, as far as the eye can see,
many of which will grow larger and
larger over time, it will cause the def-
icit to explode just as the baby
boomers are expected to retire and
begin to draw on programs like Social
Security and Medicare.

While this agreement has been hailed
by some Democrats because it partially
preserves funding for certain health
care, education, and other programs
that Republicans have been trying to
slash for almost 3 years, and it is
hailed by Republicans because it con-
tains the huge tax cuts for the wealthy
for which they have so long fought and
sought, a closer look is called for in the
midst of all this cheerleading.

As a legislator, I have discovered
that too often if the deal appears to
give all things to all parties, as this
one does, something is not quite right.

Americans should take a closer look
at the details of this package. When
they do, they will be very troubled by
what they see. Even with the marginal
improvements which were forced by
the President and the Democratic col-
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leagues in the Congress, it still is a
deeply flawed agreement which mort-
gages the economic futures of our chil-
dren for the short-term political ben-
efit which some will derive by claiming
to have balanced the budget.

Unless we revisit this deal soon, it
will lock us into a program of huge tax
cuts, mainly going to the wealthiest of
people, funded by equally large spend-
ing cuts in virtually every single basic
function of Government—environ-
mental protection, airline safety,
crime control, science and health and
technology research, health care for
the frail and the elderly and the poor.

And, Mr. President, it will do so
while continuing the Republican Con-
gress tradition of stuffing more money
into the Pentagon than even the Pen-
tagon has requested, more B-2 bombers
and ships and fighters than we need,
mostly to preserve jobs in key congres-
sional districts.

As one of my colleagues observed,
this bill sacrifices tomorrow’s hopes for
today’s headlines. That is a mistake
for which we will all pay for years to
come, just as we did for the mistakes of
the early 1980’s and its exploding defi-
cits.

Mr. President, the President of the
United States said, among other
things, he would only sign on to a deal
that was fair, fiscally responsible, with
no exploding deficits in the next 10
years or so. These were the basic tests
that he said he would apply to any
final agreement. But this agreement
clearly fails the fairness test. The sad
fact is that low-income families get
virtually nothing—nothing—from this
tax cut bill, working families get very
little, and the wealthy are the big win-
ners in this tax bill.

While the ink is barely dry on the
deal—and so we do not have any offi-
cial information about its actual dis-
tributional impact—we are asked to
vote on this without getting any offi-
cial information about who exactly is
going to benefit and who is going to be
asked to sacrifice.

Preliminary analysis suggests a dis-
astrously lopsided approach skewed to
the very rich, those making over
$200,000 a year annually. That is not
the middle class in America. The non-
partisan group, Citizens for Tax Jus-
tice, has run the numbers through a
fairly sophisticated distributional
model. And they found that the tax
package delivers about half of its bene-
fits to the top 5 percent of the tax-
payers.

Half of the benefits go to the top 5
percent of the taxpayers. The average
tax cut for middle-class working fami-
lies and individuals, when you figure in
all the tax hikes and cuts together, is
about $200. For the richest 1 percent, it
is about $16,000. I had hoped for sub-
stantial tax relief for working families.
This bill only offers about one-fourth
of its overall relief to those making
under $100,000 a year. I think working
families should not have to settle for
scraps from the tax cut table. They
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should have been the first in line for
relief. But that is not the case.

But just a few examples.

The alternative minimum tax was
passed in 1986. With tax fairness, large
companies ought to pay, large profit-
able companies ought to pay at least
some tax. That has essentially been
gutted. The Treasury Department esti-
mates that these changes would take
76,000 profitable corporations com-
pletely off the tax rolls, and to the
tune of $18 billion over the next 10
years.

Another example. While this budget
provides little or no relief for working
families, it gives wealthy Americans
huge capital gains tax cuts. The vast
majority of these benefits from the
cuts in capital gains go to big inves-
tors, people making $200,000, $300,000,
and $400,000 annually. Hardly tax fair-
ness.

Mr. President, not only is this deal
unfair, it is shortsighted, it ignores our
most critical needs as a nation, includ-
ing repairing and rebuilding our crum-
bling schools. Not one penny is in-
vested in our crumbling schools, in-
cluding dealing with our crumbling
inner cities, our underdeveloped rural
areas.

Through its spending controls, it pro-
vides for huge and still unspecified cuts
in Federal investments that my col-
leagues apparently do not like to talk
about much, an estimated $272 billion
in such nondefense cuts over the next
10 years while it claims to ‘‘protect”
some priority programs.

I am very skeptical. There is not a
penny here for crumbling schools to se-
cure educational opportunities for chil-
dren. How come that was not a priority
program? There is too little for job
training for dislocated workers, for
workers struggling to move off welfare
into good jobs, and there is too little
by way of reinvesting in our inner cit-
ies, the environmental protection, in
basic key investments critical to our
Nation’s future.

Mr. President, I voted against the
spending bill. And I will vote against
this tax bill. I do not understand how
my colleagues can basically view these
matters separately. They are part of
one package and one deal. And I will
just give some examples.

We now have huge, significant cuts in
Medicare and Medicaid. And they are
being used to pay for the tax cuts in
this deal, which disproportionately go
to the top 1, 2, 3 percent of the popu-
lation that need the assistance the
least. That is part of the tradeoff.

Mr. President, Medicare will be cut
by $115 billion over the next 5 years.
And the proposal assumes $385 billion
in cuts over 10 years. In Medicaid, we
will be cutting $13 billion over the next
5 years.

Mr. President, in rural Minnesota,
where the hospitals and the clinics are
not greedy—a small profit margin—60,
70, 80 percent of the patient payment
mix is Medicare and Medicaid. Please,
do not have any illusions about this.
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The cuts to the providers will make it
difficult for some of these hospitals
and clinics to go on. When they no
longer exist, that hurts our rural com-
munities.

Mr. President, the cuts in medical as-
sistance disproportionately hurt our
children’s hospitals and disproportion-
ately hurt our inner-city hospitals
which are safety net hospitals for the
poorest Americans—including chil-
dren—in America.

My colleagues say to me, ‘“Well, but
this overall agreement, it’s not that
bad, after all.” And I say, ‘‘Compared
to what?”’ To the earlier Republican
bills, which the huge majority of Amer-
ican people rejected, this is an im-
provement. We did not go forward with
a $5 copay, even though it passed in the
Senate, for elderly people for home
health care visits.

We have done better by way of grad-
uate medical education. And, yes, Mr.
President, we have $24 billion more in
children’s health care. And it includes
also some additional parity, non-
discrimination for children and fami-
lies struggling with mental illness. I
thank my colleague, Senator DOMENICI.
It is a labor of love to work with him
on this.

But, Mr. President, we still do not
know at the State level how much of
this will reach the children. We hope it
does. There are 10 million children
without coverage. I have seen projec-
tions anywhere from 1% million to 5
million will be covered, though it is
block granted to the States. And we do
not have the ironclad guarantees that
we need. We need to fulfill our goal of
providing adequate and complete care
for all children in America.

But, Mr. President, irony built upon
ironies. My colleagues say it is not
that bad, we are doing better for chil-
dren. I give credit where credit is due.
But last Congress we cut $25 billion in
the major food nutrition program for
children. It ultimately will be a 20-per-
cent cut in food stamps, and about 70
percent of the recipients are children.
Almost all of them are in working fam-
ilies, usually families with incomes
under $7,000 a year. This directly af-
fects the quality of their health care. I
did not see any restoration of any fund-
ing for the major child nutrition pro-
gram in the United States of America.

Mr. President, my colleagues say we
did better for legal immigrants. We re-
stored some of the supplemental secu-
rity income for those immigrants that
have been in this country, but, Mr.
President, we eliminated all of the food
nutrition assistance. So if you have an
elderly Hmong woman in Saint Paul,
and she has $450 of SSI and another $75
in food stamps, and that is her total
monthly income—and that is exactly
the figure for many people —we did not
restore any, we did not restore omne
penny of food nutrition assistance. It is
not that bad but, Mr. President, this
piece of legislation is also not that
good.

Mr. President, I do not understand
exactly what the concept of justice is
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here. I do not know what happened to
the principle of justice and fairness.
Not only do we have the tax cuts going
disproportionately to the top 5 percent
of the population, but even when we
say we are going to help children and
families, we decide that we will do
nothing for the poorest.

The child tax credit is refundable.
And now we say it is refundable to fam-
ilies with incomes over $100,000 a year.
But if you are a family with an income
of under $18,000 a year, you are not eli-
gible at all. We decided that families
with over $100,000 a year needed the as-
sistance. But since we have the earned-
income tax credits, we decided that
families with incomes under $18,000 a
year would not be eligible for a child
credit at all. What kind of standard of
justice is that?

I spent a lot of time with those fami-
lies. I see their struggles. Don’t tell me
that those families, families in Amer-
ica with incomes under $18,000 a year,
could not also have benefited from the
tax credit so they could have provided
their children with a little bit more.
Don’t tell me they would not have ben-
efited. What concept of justice justifies
a tax credit for families with incomes
over $100,000 a year, but zero, no assist-
ance, for families earning under $18,000
a year?

Mr. President, on higher education,
we have seen a great deal of discussion.
I find it difficult to say this, but I am
going to because 20 years of my life was
devoted to higher education. Some of
this is a bit hyped. Some of it is a bit
hyped. Some of it is a bit of hype.

Mr. President, I am grateful for the
tax deductions. I am grateful for the
tax credits which are nonrefundable,
but every single financial aid officer
you want to talk to, everyone involved
in financial aid will tell you we should
have expanded the Pell grants. The sta-
tistic that is unconscionable is that a
flat 8 percent, since 1979, of those fami-
lies with incomes under $20,000 a year,
only a flat 8 percent have been able to
graduate, men and women from those
families, with affordability being a key
problem. There are other problems but
that is the major problem. There is
really nothing in this piece of legisla-
tion for them.

We expanded the Pell grant by $300,
but the Pell grant is now meeting at
best about 16 percent of the student’s
overall need. We could have expanded
the Pell grant program up to $5,000 a
year. It would have reached middle in-
come as well for the same price tag as
to what we did here with the tax deduc-
tion and the tax credits.

But, Mr. President, the tax credits
are nonrefundable. The tax credits are
not refundable. I will just tell you that
if you spend any time at the commu-
nity colleges, you will find that most
of the students are older and going
back to school, and they have incomes
of around $25,000, $26,000 a year. They
are ineligible because they do not have
the tax liability. And we are making
the claim that this is essentially 2
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years more of free education? It does
not hold up. It does not hold up.

Mr. President, we say we protected
priority programs. We have hundreds of
billions of dollars in tax cuts, which
will increase with every year, dis-
proportionately going to the top 5 per-
cent of the population, and altogether,
Mr. President, we came up with not $5
billion that we were going to leverage
for some investment in rebuilding
crumbling schools, but we threw in $10
million at the end, $10 million for all of
America. Mr. President, what kind of
priorities are these? How could the ad-
ministration have bargained this
away?

I was down in Delta City, MS, in
Tunica, MS. I visited a school. This
was an all-black school. The ceiling
was Kkind of crumbling in. The toilets
were decrepit. If you had wanted to
wash your hands after going to the
bathroom, you would not have been
able to.

But, Mr. President, I was in Chicago
on Monday visiting with some of the
housing projects, and I saw the same
kind of schools. You look at these
schools, they are so uninviting. They
are crumbling. And we tell our children
we put no value on them when we send
children to such schools. The General
Accounting Office tells us it costs $110
billion if we want to invest in rebuild-
ing these crumbling schools. We have
not invested anything in rebuilding
crumbling schools—not really—just $10
million for the whole Nation. That is a
joke, and it is a cruel joke. How can we
say that we have protected our major
priority programs when we don’t invest
anything in rebuilding crumbling
schools in America?

Mr. President, it is not just Chicago
and Mississippi; it is North, East,
South, and West. I say to my col-
leagues, if you say you are committed
to education, we can have a debate
about educational standards. Maybe
they are good, maybe they are not. We
can debate about how you measure aca-
demic performance. We can have all
those debates. But this is simple: Don’t
send children to schools where the ceil-
ings are falling in and the stench of
urine is in the hallways and the build-
ings are decrepit and expect those chil-
dren to do well. We say that this budg-
et agreement protects our major prior-
ities. What about these children?
Aren’t they our major priority?

Mr. President, I was in Chicago on
Monday in the Pilsen neighborhood
with Congressmen GUTIERREZ and
BoBBY RUSH at the Robert Taylor
Home Housing Project. St. Augustine
had a wonderful Head Start Program.
It was a great program. I was inspired
by their work. But, Mr. President, they
could take 30-some children at the site
we visited, and they have 335 children
who want to participate—335 children
who could be given a head start if we
fully funded this program.

Altogether we have added $324 mil-
lion. We have 4 million children in the
United States of America, from birth
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to age 5, who were not served by the
Head Start Program, and we have in-
vested a measly $324 million, which we
claim—and it doesn’t hold up under
scrutiny—will lead to an additional 1
million children. Why don’t we fully
fund Head Start? If the program does
what it says it does, which is to give
children a head start, why give the tax
benefits to the wealthiest of people
and, at the same time, not the invest-
ment in rebuilding crumbling schools
and not an investment in Head Start?
Everywhere I go, all across the United
States of America, whether it is rural
or urban, I see the successes with kids,
I see men and women who work with
these children. They should be famous.
They make too little money as Head
Start teachers or as teacher assistants.
We say these are the critical years, and
we say the very early part of children’s
lives is the most critical time, and we
invest $324 million, and that is it.

Mr. President, many of my col-
leagues support this bill and they call
it, on balance, a good piece of work. I
simply cannot join them in their en-
thusiasm because I am too painfully
aware of the people this bill leaves be-
hind. Mr. President, the benefits are
skewed toward America’s very
wealthy, and when working families
find this out, they will not be pleased.

Mr. President, this piece of legisla-
tion, this budget deal, leaves too many
Americans behind. We can and we
should balance the budget fairly and
responsibly, observing the principle of
shared sacrifice and economic justice,
making the Tax Code fairer, simpler,
and flatter in the process, and invest-
ing in our Nation’s future. We could
have done that because the economy is
booming and it is much easier to do it
now than a few years ago. But with
this bill, Mr. President, we have failed
in that effort at fairness.

If this balanced budget agreement is
to be the great accomplishment of 8
years of Democratic Presidency, then
history will judge us harshly. With a
budget that we already have, that is es-
sentially in substantial balance be-
cause of the policies of the past 4 years,
this agreement today is really a tri-
umph of the past rather than a bridge
to the century to come.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield 10
minutes to the distinguished Senator
from New Hampshire.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire is recog-
nized.

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, let me
begin by congratulating the Senator
from Delaware for the extraordinary
job he has done in putting together
this tax reduction package, which is di-
rected primarily to assisting American
families, working families of middle-
income means, to make it easier on
them to meet the day-to-day expenses
of raising a family. It takes giant
strides in assisting especially the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

American middle-income family in
dealing with the cost of education,
which is absolutely critical. The effort
that was put into this by the Senator
from Delaware in leading this initia-
tive and pulling this together and get-
ting it passed is nothing short of ex-
traordinary. It will go down as one of
the finest hours, I think, in this body
and certainly in this Congress. I con-
gratulate him for it.

I wanted to speak briefly about a
couple of areas in the bill that I think
are especially positive and for which I
thank the Senator from Delaware for
working so hard on them.

First is the area of estate tax reform.
We have heard a lot about how this bill
greatly helps especially the small
businessperson and farmer in being
able to retain their business and pass it
on to their heirs—their children, in
most instances—so they can continue
to run the business, so that all the
yvears of sweat equity put in on build-
ing a family farm or a small business
won’t be lost or confiscated on the
death of the primary owner of the es-
tate, but rather will be passed on to his
or her family, and the tax burden on
that small businessman or farmer is
dramatically reduced.

But there is another item in this bill
that has not been talked about at all,
which I think is especially important
in places like New Hampshire, and that
is the conservation tax—a tax break
for people who leave their land or keep
their land in conservation, or in the
silviculture activities, upon the death
of the primary owner of the estate.
This section of the bill, which was ini-
tiated by myself and Senator CHAFEE
from Rhode Island, is basically di-
rected at addressing a problem which
we see especially in New England.
There is tremendous pressure on our
forest areas to convert those areas to
development. Many people in New Eng-
land—especially in New Hampshire—
run very small tree farms, or operate a
lumber business, or a logging business,
or a business that in some way uses the
forest lands. In addition, there are a lot
of people who, just for the purposes of
being good citizens, keep their lands
open. They don’t develop them. They
keep their lands in a natural, or fairly
close to natural, state, and their lands
in many instances are used for recre-
ation or are used for hunting and used,
obviously, to maintain the environ-
ment.

Unfortunately, when these folks pass
on, because of the nature of New Eng-
land today and the heavy populations
that we have and the expansion of pop-
ulation that we have, in most instances
these pieces of land aren’t valued for
the purposes of running a tree farm or
maintaining wood lots. They usually
are valued for some higher use, defined
by the terms of cost, such as a mall or,
in many instances, a housing develop-
ment of some nature. The result of
that is that the property in the estate
ends up being valued at an extraor-
dinarily high level. The heirs who re-

July 31, 1997

ceive the land have no option but to
sell the land, develop the land, and as
a result, convert the land from forestry
use into some sort of commercial or
construction wuse, which has two
events. First, it obviously ends the
ability of the forestry industry to use
that land for the purposes of maintain-
ing forest and silviculture activity.
Second, it ends up developing land.
That changes the character of the
State in many ways.

There are a lot of people who would
rather not develop the lands. A lot of
heirs are willing to keep the land as a
production for forestry activities, or as
a conservation area, but they can’t af-
ford to do that because the taxes are so
high. So in this bill, as a result of the
efforts of the chairman of the com-
mittee, myself, and Senator CHAFEE,
there is now a new deduction that al-
lows people, who agree to do it, to re-
tain their land as a conservation ease-
ment when they receive it from an es-
tate and, thus, keep it as land that is
protected for the purposes of keeping it
in a fairly natural state—using it for
timbering if they desire to do so. There
will be a deduction relative to the
value of that land of about 40 percent,
which is a major plus. It is a major
commitment to the community, a
major commitment, obviously, to the
individuals who will be receiving the
land, that the Federal Government
isn’t going to force people to sell their
land in order to pay their taxes by put-
ting a value on the land that is so high
that they have no option but to sell
their land. That is good news.

Now, this only applies to certain
types of land. It applies to land which
lies within a certain distance of a na-
tional forest or an urban forest. So it
doesn’t apply to all of the land in New
England or all of the land in the coun-
try. It does apply to land which is basi-
cally in the same area as the area
which has already been protected for
the purposes of maintaining its pris-
tine qualities. That only makes sense
that that type of land should be the
land that we are targeting, so that we
don’t end up with large commercial de-
velopments surrounding our national
forests and urban forests.

As a result of this language being put
in the bill and the way it was put in, it
will actually apply to about 90 percent
of New Hampshire because so much of
it is a national forest. We have the
largest national forest, I believe, east
of the Mississippi. Certainly, we have
the largest national forest in the
Northeast, or the most visited in the
Northeast, the White Mountain Na-
tional Forest, which takes up about 17
percent of the State, I believe. There-
fore, it has a very significant land mass
within the State. So this is good news
for those of us who believe very strong-
ly that maintaining the character of
the land, in the State of New Hamp-
shire especially, is critical. This will
allow those folks who receive land
coming out of an estate to keep that
land as forest land, if they desire to do
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so, and not be forced to sell in order to
pay taxes. That is a very big plus.

The second element I want to con-
gratulate Senator ROTH for deals with
retirement provisions in this bill.
There is a very positive expansion of
the ability of people to save for retire-
ment in this bill. Of course, there is the
famous Roth IRA accounts, which we
heard a fair amount about, which are a
series of expansions of IRA accounts.
More important, this is a whole series
of initiatives which came out of a
working group I chair, the leadership
task force on retirement reform. Thir-
teen of those items are in this bill.
They give the small businesspeople in
this country much more flexibility in
putting in place retirement accounts
and gives individuals much more flexi-
bility in the area of being able to par-
ticipate in saving for their retirement,
and they are very strong initiatives.

I will say a few words about what
this tax bill will mean to American
families and to their ability to save for
retirement.

BEarlier this year I was named to
chair a Republican Retirement Secu-
rity Task Force. We introduced a series
of reforms as S. 883.

Senator ROTH’s contribution to the
task force’s work was vital. I also ap-
preciate his willingness to work in
favor of many of these provisions in
this tax legislation.

This Nation faces a dire need to ex-
pand retirement saving to meet the re-
tirement needs of an aging 21st century
population.

But behind this general national pic-
ture are the real-life concerns of mil-
lions of hard-working American fami-
lies, who are concerned about their
prospects for retirement. This bill will
significantly increase their chances to
achieve a dignified and secure retire-
ment.

I would like to describe some of these
provisions and the effect that they
would have for families.

Consider a family, John and Mary
Smith, where John is a full-time paid
employee, and Mary is working within
the home. Or, perhaps Mary is working
full time, and John is working within
the home. Between them, they earn
$50,000. And suppose that John, but not
Mary, is able to participate in a pen-
sion plan at work.

Under the old law, this couple could
not make a deductible contribution to
an IRA. But under this bill, now Mary
can make a fully tax-deductible $2,000
contribution to an IRA.

And the same is true whether this
family earns $50,000 or $60,000 or
$70,000—on up to $150,000. Because of
this tax legislation, a huge number of
families will now be able to participate
in tax-deferred IRA accounts.

An article in the Washington Post
this morning indicated that fully 7 mil-
lion new IRA accounts will be opened
because of this measure alone. Think of
what that will do for a couple’s retire-
ment security—if they are able to put
away $2,000, tax-deferred, every year.
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Consider another couple: Michael and
Susan Jones. Suppose they have a fam-
ily farm. And because of the fortunes of
farming, their income goes up and
down from year to year. Perhaps one
year they earn $50,000—and the next
year they only earn $30,000.

Under current law, this couple is
going to be very concerned about
whether they can save in an IRA. They
don’t know whether their contribu-
tions will be tax-deductible or not. One
year it is, the next year it isn’t. It’s
very difficult for them to know, as the
year progresses, whether they can af-
ford to put the money in.

Under this legislation, we have cre-
ated something new for them—the
back-loaded IRA. Now Michael and
Susan can make contributions to an
IRA without worrying about whether
they will get the tax benefits—because
those tax benefits will come at the end
of the road. They don’t get the tax de-
duction now, when they contribute to
the IRA, but they know that at the end
of the game, they will have tax-advan-
taged earnings through the IRA. This
legislation gives them a new way to
gain tax advantages from savings.

And, this legislation also vastly ex-
pands traditional TRA accounts—dou-
bling the income limits for tax deduct-
ibility over the next 5 years. As a re-
sult, millions of Americans will find it
easier to save for retirement.

This legislation also contains many
of the pension reform provisions which
we worked so hard to create in S. 883.

This legislation increase the security
of employer-provided pensions—by in-
creasing the amount of employer fund-
ing to meet those pension liabilities.

Under current law, Mr. President,
most employers do not have enough
funding in these pension plans to meet
eventual liabilities. Not because the
employers won’t do it—but rather be-
cause the Government won’t let hem.
We had sharply limited the amount of
funding that employers may put in
these pension plans.

So when Frank Williams goes to
work, there is often only enough fund-
ing in his pension plan to support bene-
fits that he would receive if he and ev-
eryone else in the company retired
today. Frank hopes to work longer, to
accrue a larger pension benefit some-
day, as does everyone in the company.
And the liabilities of the pension plan
will eventually be much larger, be-
cause everyone working there will
someday be entitled to much higher
benefits than are accounted for in cur-
rent measures of liability.

Under this legislation, we will raise
the limits on employer funding of pen-
sions—from 150 percent of current li-
ability to 170 percent. Employers will
be permitted to fund at a level that is
closer to their projected liability. This
means greater retirement security for
all Americans. It means that there will
be more funds in Frank Williams’ pen-
sion plan.

Now consider the case of another
hard-working American, Walter Tay-
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lor, an aspiring entrepreneur, starting
his or her own business. Under the old
law, if he started a pension plan, and
he was therefore paying both the em-
ployer match and the employee con-
tribution for his own pension benefits,
he would not get the same tax treat-
ment that other employers get. This
legislation will create a level playing
field for the self-employed, and says
that they too will receive the same tax
treatment of their matching contribu-
tions that other employers receive.

This will be a tremendous benefit to
small businesses, which is where we
most need to expand pension coverage.

This legislation will also make it
easier and more convenient for families
to save through IRA’s—by facilitating
automatic payroll deductions into
IRA’s.

This legislation will also make it
easier for State and local government
plans to operate, by exempting them
from the cumbersome nondiscrimina-
tion rules that were not intended for
Government plans.

This legislation will streamline and
simplify paperwork and reporting re-
quirements. It will eliminate the need
for obsolete and unnecessary forms,
and will also facilitate the use of elec-
tronic technology to replace old paper-
work.

Finally, the legislation will make a
number of technical corrections to the
law, straightening out inconsistencies
between tax and regulatory treatment
of pension contributions, inconsist-
encies that have frustrated employers
and pension administrators alike.

I am pleased to have been the prin-
cipal sponsor of these provisions, and I
commend and thank those who have
worked to bring us closer to enacting
them into law.

Mr. President, I thank the Senator
from Maine for allowing me to precede
her. I thank the Senator from Dela-
ware for allowing me to speak and for
his extraordinary effort.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I want to
thank the distinguished Senator from
New Hampshire for his very gracious
remarks.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation staff members
named on the list I send to the desk be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of the consideration of the con-
ference report on H.R. 2014.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The list is as follows:

STAFF MEMBERS—JOINT COMMITTEE ON
TAXATION

Angus, Barbara M., Business Tax Counsel.

Arkin, Steven D., Legislation Counsel.

Barthold, Thomas A., Senior Economist.

Hartley, H. Benjamin, Senior Legislation
Counsel.

Kies, Kenneth J., Chief of Staff.

Killelea, Kent L., Legislation Counsel.

Mann, Roberta F., Legislation Counsel.

Matthews, Lauralee A., Senior Legislation
Counsel.

McDaniel, Alysa M., Legislation Counsel.
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Mikrut, Joseph M., Associate Deputy Chief
of Staff.

Navratil, John F., Economist.

Nega, Joseph W., Legislation Counsel.

Owens, Judy K., Legislation Counsel.

Rock, Cecily W., Senior Legislation Coun-
sel.

Schmitt, Mary M., Deputy Chief of Staff/
Law.

Schwarz, Melbert E., Accountant.

Smith, Carolyn E., Associate Deputy Chief
of Staff.

Wold, Barry L., Legislation Counsel.

Terry, Maxine, Legislation Counsel.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I am now
pleased to yield 15 minutes to the dis-
tinguished Senator from Maine.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine is recognized.

Ms. COLLINS. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. I thank the chairman, Senator
RoTH, for the extraordinary work he
has done to bring this before us today
for passage.

Mr. President, I rise today in strong
support of the conference report on the
Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, the first
major tax cut for the middle class that
the Congress has passed since 1981.

This historic tax cut bill, along with
the companion Balanced Budget Act,
represents very good news for the
American people. These measures put
the Federal Government on the road to
a balanced budget, and will provide
much-needed tax relief for middle-class
families in Maine and across the Na-
tion.

There are several small business and
education provisions that I am particu-
larly pleased to see included in the leg-
islation before us today. These pro-
posals have been among my highest
priorities since coming to the Senate.

In fact, the very first bill I intro-
duced as a Senator was designed to pro-
vide tax relief for family-owned busi-
nesses and farms. I am, therefore, de-
lighted that the Taxpayer Relief Act
will provide substantial estate or death
tax relief for family-owned businesses
and farms, the backbone of our econ-
omy in Maine. Effective in January of
next year, these businesses and farms
will be eligible for a $1.3 million ex-
emption from Federal estate taxes,
more than double the current $600,000
exemption.

Mr. President, I cannot tell you how
strongly I feel about providing this re-
lief. Time and again family business
owners in Maine have told me of their
painful decisions to dismember their
companies, to sell them to large out-of-
State corporations, in order to avoid
saddling their children with enormous
debt to pay the estate tax. The tax is
wrong. It is simply unfair. We ought to
be encouraging family businesses to
prosper and to continue from genera-
tion to generation.

Given that family businesses will cre-
ate two-thirds of the new jobs in the
future, our Tax Code should encourage
their creation, expansion, and continu-
ation. The current estate tax structure
penalizes job creation and, according to
several studies, has actually cost our
Nation as many as 220,000 jobs—220,000
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jobs lost because of this onerous tax.
Passing the estate tax relief provisions
of this bill will allow family business
owners to invest in their companies,
rather than in a platoon of attorneys,
accountants, and insurance agents at-
tempting to alleviate the estate tax
bite.

Adopting this proposal will mean
that these businesses and farms can
stay in the family, and be passed from
generation to generation, from parents
to their children, instead of being sold
in order to pay taxes as happens all too
frequently under the current estate tax
laws. These reforms will help keep the
family in our family businesses and
good jobs in our communities.

In addition, the tax package contains
some very important reforms that will
help make a college education more af-
fordable for middle-income families,
another of my top priorities.

Mr. President, prior to serving in the
Senate, I worked at Husson College, a
small college in Bangor, ME, whose
students primarily come from lower
and middle-income families. Most
Husson students are the first members
of their family to attend college.

At Husson, I came to appreciate the
critical role that Pell grants and stu-
dent loan programs play in making col-
lege available to many students, but I
also learned that our current programs
do far too little to help many middle-
class families who have to carry the
heavy burden of college costs for their
children largely by themselves.

This is a very serious problem. I am
pleased that this legislation contains
several provisions that are specifically
designed to make it easier for middle-
income families to save for their chil-
dren’s education and to help graduates
pay back their student loans.

For example, families will be allowed
to establish tax-deferred education
IRA’s that reward them for planning
and saving for their children’s college
education.

Especially important, this legislation
allows students to deduct up to $2,500
annually in interest on their student
loans. Many college graduates are
faced with daunting debts that will
strain their finances for years. We cur-
rently do not do enough for those for
whom the road to college ends not with
a pot of gold but with a pile of debt.
Many college graduates are faced with
daunting debts from their student
loans that will strain their finances for
years.

Many students in my home State of
Maine, when confronted with this di-
lemma, either decide not to pursue a
college education at all, or decide to
drop out of college. That is one impor-
tant reason why Maine ranks a dismal
49th out of the 50 States in the number
of high school graduates going on to
college. That is why this student loan
interest deduction is so critical to
bringing college within reach of many
middle-income families.

Mr. President, these proposals—the
education savings account and the tax
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deduction for student loan interest—
were included in legislation I intro-
duced earlier this year, the College Ac-
cess and Affordability Act of 1997. I am
very pleased to see that they were in-
cluded in the conference report. Mak-
ing higher education more accessible
and affordable is essential if we are to
have a high-quality work force able to
compete in a global marketplace in the
21st century.

Finally, Mr. President, I want to
note several other important provi-
sions that will help our small busi-
nesses—the job creators in this coun-
try. This legislation will make health
insurance more affordable for the 82,000
people in Maine who are self-employed.
They include our lobstermen, our hair-
dressers, our electricians, our plumb-
ers, and many owners of our small
mom-and-pop stores that dot the com-
munities throughout our State.

Under this package, self-employed
workers will be able to deduct 100 per-
cent of their health insurance pre-
miums by the year 2007. Establishing
parity of health insurance costs be-
tween the self-employed and those
working for large businesses is a mat-
ter of basic equity, and it will also help
to reduce the number of uninsured, but
working, Americans.

Finally, another important provision
for small businesses is the restoration
of the home office tax deduction, which
was nullified by a Supreme Court rul-
ing several years ago. Home-based busi-
nesses are exploding all over Maine.
This bill will enable many entre-
preneurs in Maine and throughout the
Nation to once again deduct the very
legitimate expenses associated with
working out of their homes.

Mr. President, in closing, I want to
once again commend the distinguished
chairman of the Finance Committee,
Senator ROTH, the distinguished major-
ity leader, Senator LOTT, and Senator
NICKLES, Senator MOYNIHAN, the rank-
ing minority member, and all of those
who have played such a vital role in
crafting such historic legislation. It
will provide tax relief to our families,
to our small businesses, to our family
farms, and to our students—to our en-
trepreneurs.

It is a terrific bill that deserves
broad bipartisan support. This legisla-
tion has my enthusiastic support, and I
appreciate very much being able to
speak to my colleagues on this issue.

Thank you. I yield the floor.

Several Senators addressed the
Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who

yields time?

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I yield
myself such time as I might consume
off Senator MOYNIHAN’s time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized.

Mr. CONRAD. I thank the Chair.

I say to my colleague, Senator
HAGEL, that I think they are under an
informal understanding of going back
and forth. I would be glad to hold off,
if the Senator has another responsi-
bility elsewhere. I would be happy to
stand down and allow him to proceed.
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Mr. HAGEL. My friend and colleague
is very generous. My only other respon-
sibility, after just a couple of brief
comments, would be to preside over
your insightful commentary on the
floor of the Senate. If I might take ad-
vantage of the Senator’s generosity, I
would not need more than 5 minutes at
the most.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield 5
minutes to the distinguished Senator
from Nebraska.

Mr. HAGEL. I thank the chairman,
and to my friend and colleague from
North Dakota, I thank him.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska is recognized.

Mr. HAGEL. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

Mr. President, I would like to take a
couple of minutes to give some per-
spective about what this body has been
doing the last few months, culminating
in a vote shortly today or tomorrow on
the Tax Relief Act, and what we have
just done this morning in the balanced
budget amendment.

Four years ago almost exactly, the
Congress of the United States passed
the largest tax increase in the history
of America. I bring that point to the
front because, Mr. President, the agen-
da has changed. The issues have
changed. We are now talking about
cutting spending, cutting taxes, bal-
ancing the budget, and actually step-
ping up to the short-term and long-
term challenges in our entitlement
programs. I might add as well that this
is a bipartisan effort. The vote that we
just held this morning on the balanced
budget amendment was 85 to 15 with
strong bipartisan support—Democrats
and Republicans working together.

As we approach a new century—a
hopeful, dynamic, energetic, new cen-
tury full of great promise for our next
generation—it is very appropriate that
we take in this body the responsibility
to focus on fiscal change and infra-
structure change to prepare us as we go
into this next century. We cannot hope
to compete in a global economy when
we overtax, overspend, and overregu-
late. I believe that all of us in this
body have come to that conclusion.

The House overwhelmingly last night
passed the balanced budget amend-
ment. They, too, will vote on the tax
act, as we will shortly. But sometimes
in the rush of the activity and the heat
of the moment and the passion of the
politics, we tend to forget what has
been accomplished here. This has been
a remarkable accomplishment. Imper-
fect? Of course. Tax cuts—not deep
enough. Spending cuts—not deep
enough. This body is on record in going
further on dealing with some of the
tough, tough issues that we are going
to have to deal with in Medicare and
entitlements. But what is important is
that we have made a beginning—a very
strong, substantive beginning. It is due
to the efforts of both sides of the aisle
and all in this body who have helped to
make this happen.

I listened to my colleagues this
morning walk through some of the spe-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

cifics of the tax bill. I think they are
worthy of what we have done because,
as you frame it up and understand it,
what we have done is, for the first time
in 16 years, we are about to bring real
tax relief to Americans. By our vote
this morning we have started to begin
to harness the energy and the re-
sources that we have in this country
with showing some fiscal responsi-
bility—balance the budget and, again,
in a bipartisan way. Those are ele-
ments that should not be forgotten or
dismissed easily when both sides of this
debate talk about what we have done
and what we have not done.

So I, Mr. President, appreciate the
opportunity to bring some general per-
spective to this, because occasionally
we don’t step back enough and under-
stand what really has happened here
and how this will strengthen this coun-
try and the opportunities for our young
people as we go into the next century.

Again, imperfect, more to do, strong
beginning. And I, for one, Mr. Presi-
dent, as a new Senator to this body, am
proud to have voted for the balanced
budget amendment this morning, and I
intend to vote for the Tax Relief Act
when it comes to this floor.

I appreciate the time which my dis-
tinguished colleague from North Da-
kota and the chairman of the Finance
Committee have given me.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. CONRAD addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAGEL). The Senator from North Da-
kota is recognized.

Mr. CONRAD. I yield myself such
time as I might consume off the rank-
ing member’s time.

I thank the Chair.

Mr. President, first of all, I want to
acknowledge the efforts of the chair-
man of the Budget Committee, Senator
DOMENICI, and the very great contribu-
tion of the ranking member of the
Budget Committee, Senator LAUTEN-
BERG. In addition, I want to recognize
the exceptional efforts with respect to
the tax bill of the chairman of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, Senator ROTH,
and Senator MOYNIHAN, the ranking
member.

First, let me say with respect to Sen-
ator ROTH, that he conducted the Fi-
nance Committee as I hope all commit-
tees of Congress would be conducted.
He was absolutely fair. He conducted
that committee with a bipartisan spir-
it. I think it made a great difference in
bringing us to this point.

I think for too long in Congress on
both sides there have been those who
conducted themselves in a very par-
tisan way. Senator ROTH chose to con-
duct himself in a bipartisan way. That
did not mean Senator ROTH gave up his
long-held views on taxes and spending.
He certainly did not, nor did others of
us who may disagree. We had a full and
fair debate, and all of us took prin-
cipled positions that were ones we
deeply hold. But there is no reason we
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cannot have full and fair debate and
treat each other with respect. That oc-
curred in the Finance Committee, and
Senator ROTH and Senator MOYNIHAN
deserve great credit. I want to say that
at the outset. I hope that serves as a
pattern of how we conduct ourselves
going forward in the Senate. I think
that is the model of how people in this
country would like to see us conduct
our business. So I want to say to Sen-
ator ROTH, thank you for being a gen-
tleman and conducting yourself with
grace.

Mr. President, I, too, am proud to
have voted for the provisions that we
passed this morning that will finish the
job of balancing the unified budget. 1
am also going to be proud to vote for
the tax bill. While it is not precisely as
I would have written it if I were given
a free hand, none of us can be given a
free hand. We are part of a legislative
body, 100 on this side, 435 in the House
and, of course, we have the White
House to consider because the Presi-
dent can exercise a veto.

We worked together to fashion a re-
sult that is a compromise. I think it is
a very principled compromise. I think
it is a fair result. Frankly, I would
have done more by way of deficit re-
duction. I wish we had been more ambi-
tious. I wish we would have done more
in long-term reform of entitlement
programs. But that was not to be. That
is for another day.

Mr. President, we have made
progress. This package in total does
not reduce the deficit as much as I
would have liked. But mnonetheless
there is solid deficit reduction here,
about $175 billion of net deficit reduc-
tion over the 5 years.

I have been part of a group of cen-
trists, a group of 25 Senators evenly di-
vided between Democrats and Repub-
licans. We had a more ambitious pack-
age of deficit reduction, I would say
perhaps twice as much. I would like to
have seen that package passed. We also
supported in the Finance Committee
on a bipartisan basis more far-reaching
entitlement reforms, especially with
respect to Medicare, but others in the
House would not vote for those
changes. Notwithstanding the fact that
I would like to have seen a different
package, a more ambitious package,
the fact is this package is worthy of
support. It does further reduce the def-
icit. It does bring us to unified balance.
I want to make certain we all under-
stand the difference between unified
balance and what I would consider a
true balanced budget. But it also pro-
vides expanded educational oppor-
tunity for our children. There is pro-
vided in the previous legislation we
passed this morning a broader coverage
for children in health care. It provides
for tax relief. There are a whole series
of provisions that I think are going to
be useful, including child tax credits
and educational credits. There is also
tax reform in a number of other areas,
including estate taxes. Estate tax relief
will be especially important in a State
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like mine where we have many small
businessmen and farmers. We have a
package of increased savings opportu-
nities. Nobody is more responsible for
those than Senator ROTH of Delaware.
He has had a passion for expanding
IRA’s and they will provide an incen-
tive, I believe, for further savings and
investment.

There are also capital gains changes
that will be welcome in many circles. I
personally would not have favored the
extent of capital gains changes passed
here. I would have favored a more tar-
geted approach. But nonetheless, we
did reach an agreement, and as I said
earlier, this agreement is worthy of
support.

I, too, want to put this in perspec-
tive. I may have a different perspective
than the occupant of the Chair as he
expressed it a few moments ago. I re-
member 1993 very well. The deficit was
$290 billion, and every projection that
we had said the deficit was going high-
er. The Democrats at that time had
just been elected to the White House.
Democrats had control of the Senate
and the House. We had to produce an
economic plan, a b-year plan, and we
did. We passed that plan without any
votes from the other side of the aisle,
not one.

In that plan, it is true, we raised
taxes. I would not agree that it was the
largest tax increase ever. I believe the
tax increases that were passed in the
early 1980’s were larger in terms of re-
lationship to the size of our economy.
But nonetheless, we did raise taxes,
raised income taxes on the wealthiest 1
percent in this country. We also cut
spending—$250 billion of spending
cuts—over 5 years.

That package worked. Some on the
other side said that if we passed that
package it would crater the economy,
that it would increase unemployment,
that it would increase the deficit, that
it would reduce economic growth. Well,
the record is now in. The record is
clear. Our friends on the other side of
the aisle were simply wrong. That
package did not increase unemploy-
ment. Precisely the opposite occurred.
We had the creation of 12%2 million new
jobs in the last 5 years. Inflation is at
a 31-year low. Unemployment is at a 24-
year low. We have had remarkable eco-
nomic growth. We have had business
investment expanding at a rate of 10.5
percent a year. We have had the largest
reduction in poverty in our history.
This has been an economic plan that
has worked remarkably well. So that is
my perspective on how we get to where
we are today.

I will just show this chart. It shows
the 1997 budget agreement is only pos-
sible because of the savings generated
by the 1993 plan. Interestingly enough,
if you look at the years from 1994 to
2002, the 1993 plan generated over $2
trillion of deficit reduction—$2 trillion.
The plan we are talking about today
will further reduce the deficit, but it
will produce less than $200 billion of
net deficit reduction through 2002. So
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most of the heavy lifting was done by
the 1993 plan.

I am extremely proud to have been
part of that plan because it took cour-
age to pass that plan. It was controver-
sial and it was difficult, but it worked.

Mr. President, today we are talking
about a tax plan that, as I indicated,
has many important elements. One of
the elements that I think is very im-
portant in this debate is we are able to
extend the child credit to people who
are paying payroll taxes that do not
have further income tax obligation.

Some said it would be welfare to give
a child tax credit to those who do not
have an additional income tax obliga-
tion but are paying payroll taxes. I am
very pleased that we were able to pre-
vail in that debate because the reality
is we have tens of millions of people in
this country who are paying more in
payroll taxes than they are paying in
income taxes. In fact, 73 percent of the
people in this country pay more in pay-
roll taxes than they pay in income
taxes. Those payroll taxes are not just
being used to finance Social Security
and Medicare. They are also being used
to finance the ongoing operations of
Government, because every year we are
taking the Social Security surpluses
and spending them. We are spending
the Social Security surpluses to sup-
port the ongoing operations of Govern-
ment.

I will display this chart because it
shows what has happened with payroll
taxes. They have increased dramati-
cally. They now make up about 35 per-
cent of the revenue of this Govern-
ment; and, again, 73 percent of the peo-
ple in this country are paying more in
payroll taxes than they are paying in
income taxes. So I think it is entirely
appropriate that we extended the child
credit to offset payroll taxes for those
folks who earn less than $30,000 a year.

I might say, in my State, that is very
nearly a majority of the taxpayers.

The other provisions of this tax bill
are also critically important. I am es-
pecially pleased with the education
component because we have made an
enormous investment in American
families being able to send their kids
on to higher education. That is good
news for American families. The good
news does not stop there. We have also
expanded the incentives for people to
save and invest. Again, I want to ac-
knowledge the role of Senator ROTH in
that regard.

In my State of North Dakota, we
have tens of thousands of small busi-
nessmen and farmers who have looked
at the estate tax provisions of current
law and said, Senator, these have not
been adjusted for decades. We are still
stuck at $600,000, and it is time for an
adjustment. I am especially pleased
that in this legislation small business-
men and farmers next year are going to
see that basic estate tax provision
raised to $1.3 million. That is going to
make a real difference in the ability of
small business people in my State and
the State of the occupant of the Chair
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to pass on their businesses or their
farms to family members.

I think that is what we want to do in
this country. We do not want to break
up a small family business or a small
family farm. Someone may be listening
and thinking, is a small family farm,
1.3 million? Given what’s happened to
land values in parts of our State and
other parts of the country, as urban
pressures have grown, absolutely that
can be a small family farm. You can
have a land value of $1.3 million and
have people who are cash poor. I have
friends who are in farming. If you went
to their homes, you would find them
living very modestly, very modestly,
indeed—driving old cars, living in
homes that have not had much done to
them in maybe 20 years. Yet they have
a land value of $1.5 million. But they
have very little in the way of cash in-
come. Yet the current estate tax works
to break up those family operations.
That is not what we want to be doing.
These estate tax changes are going to
be very positive.

Mr. President, I want to end as I
began by saying this has been a bipar-
tisan effort, it has been a constructive
effort, and it has brought us to this re-
sult. It is a good result. I also want to
say that we have more work to be
done. When we talk about balancing
the unified budget, what that means is
that we are taking Social Security sur-
pluses and counting those in order to
achieve balance. It is not my idea of a
real balanced budget. I will really cele-
brate the day that we are no longer
counting Social Security trust fund
surpluses in order to say that we have
balanced the budget.

Let me just show this last chart, be-
cause this shows what has happened to
the so-called unified deficit. It is the
blue line. It shows back in 1992 we had
a deficit of $290 billion. It has gone
down every single year since the 5-year
plan that we put in place in 1993.

This year the projection is $67 bil-
lion. I think when the new figures
come out in the next couple of weeks
they will show that the deficit this
year, instead of being $67 billion, as is
the current projection, will be down
even substantially from that, perhaps
as low as $45 billion. Some are even
now saying the deficit this year will be
as little as $30 billion.

We have had a cumulative deficit of
only $11 billion in the first 9 months of
this year. That is a remarkable suc-
cess, from a deficit of $290 billion in
1992 to a deficit this year that may be
as little as $45 billion. Then, under this
plan we bump up next year. We don’t
know what the new projections will
show. Then we are on a steady, declin-
ing path to unified balance in 2002.

But the red line shows something
else. It shows that while the deficit is
in fact declining each and every year,
we will still be left with a $109 billion
deficit in 2002, when one includes the
Social Security trust fund surpluses.
So I think it is fair to say that this
plan does balance the unified budget, it
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does provide tax relief, it does do other
things that are very helpful to the
American people. But I think it is also
important to remind ourselves we still
have progress that needs to be made.
Because in 2002 we will still have a real
deficit, when we consider those Social
Security trust fund surpluses that are
being thrown in the pot to claim bal-
ance.

Even with that said, the fact is this
package does represent progress at fur-
ther reducing the deficit. It does rep-
resent tax relief. It does represent the
other things that I referenced earlier,
like expansion of educational oppor-
tunity for our families. It also pro-
vides, in the earlier legislation passed,
a dramatic expansion of health care
coverage for Kkids in this country who
need it.

With that, I yield the floor. I again
thank my colleagues who have worked
on a bipartisan basis to achieve this re-
sult.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, before
yielding time to the distinguished Sen-
ator from Ohio, I would like to thank
my good friend and colleague from
North Dakota for his knowledge, his
background, and contributions to this
effort. No one has, I think, greater ex-
pertise in such matters as these than
this distinguished Senator. I just want-
ed it to be publicly known that I appre-
ciate his contribution and look forward
to continuing in a bipartisan spirit.

I am now pleased to yield 10 minutes
to the distinguished Senator from
Ohio.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

Mr. DeWINE. Mr. President, I thank
the chairman of the committee, Sen-
ator ROTH, for the fantastic job that he
has done. I congratulate also our ma-
jority leader, the chairman of the
Budget Committee, Senator DOMENICI,
as well as the Chairman of the House
Budget Committee, JOHN KASICH, and
the Chairman of the House Ways and
Means Committee, BILL ARCHER—all of
the people who have been involved in
this really historic piece of legislation.
I rise today in strong support of this
conference report, the Taxpayer Relief
Act. This historic budget agreement is
an important step forward for fiscal re-
sponsibility, fiscal responsibility that
will balance the budget for the first
time in 30 years. And it will provide
much-needed tax relief for working
families.

When we implement this budget
agreement, the result will be the first
balanced budget since 1969. That is
great news for the U.S. economy as
well as for the working families who
will see a decline in the interest pay-
ments they have to carry. This bill will
give working families some long-need-
ed, much-needed, much-deserved tax
relief—$90 billion of tax relief over the
next 5 years. Today, the working fami-
lies of Ohio and the rest of America are
paying record-high taxes. All across
America, total taxes eat up 38 percent
of the typical family’s budget—38 per-
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cent. That is more than the typical
family spends on food, clothing and
shelter combined. On these family ne-
cessities they only spend 28 percent of
their income.

The people who are particularly
helped by this are the lower middle
class, the middle class, the working
American. A family of four, two chil-
dren, two adults, with an income of
$30,000, will see tax savings of 53 per-
cent—b3 percent. A family with a
$40,000 income, that same family,
would receive a 30 percent tax savings.
That same family, at $50,000, would
still receive a 2l-percent tax savings.
That is real money. That is very, very
significant.

The education tax incentives will
also help the next generation. It will
help Ohio families, it will help Amer-
ican families. We all know education is
getting more and more important as
we move to a skill-based economy. We
also know it is very expensive. This tax
relief bill will help Ohio’s families save
and pay for their children’s education.
It will expand the IRA’s available for
education and create tax-free prepaid
tuition plans. It makes interest on stu-
dent loans deductible from Federal
taxes. It also encourages employers to
invest in the education of their work-
ers by giving them a tax deduction for
employee training and employee edu-
cation.

This historic tax bill will help fami-
lies make ends meet over the short
term, and will help them educate their
children over the long term. In my
view, this is a modest bill, but it is a
very important bill. It is a historic bill.
It is important because it helps Amer-
ica as a nation reverse course. Mr.
President, 50 years ago Americans paid
2 cents out of every dollar they earned
to the Federal Government. Today
they are sending 25 cents to Wash-
ington alone, and that is not counting
all the other State and local taxes.
That’s going in the wrong direction.
What we do with this bill is change
course and begin to go in the right di-
rection. The $500 per child tax credit,
in particular, will help ease the burden
of working families who need to hold
down two or more jobs to make ends
meet.

The tax relief in the agreement will
also do a great deal for small business
men and women. The capital gains cuts
and the lowering of the estate tax will
help promote economic growth and
help preserve family owned and oper-
ated businesses. All of these policy
changes in my view are extremely posi-
tive. They represent substantial
progress over where we are today.

I hope that we soon will address the
long-term problem, though, of runaway
entitlement spending. We begin to
make progress with this bill. Clearly
we have to go further. To balance the
budget by the year 2002, as the budget
agreement would in fact do, is very,
very important. In fact, it’s a pre-
requisite for any other progress we in-
tend to make in economic policy. How-
ever, while it is essential, it is only a
first step. We need to view what we are
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doing today, really, as just that, a first
step. Our next necessary step is to pre-
pare the Federal budget for the fiscal
tidal wave that will occur when the
baby boomers start to retire and be-
come eligible for Social Security and
for Medicare. In my view, we have to
start reforming the entitlements in a
responsible and bipartisan way. Con-
gress has been talking about this for
years. It is essential that we make it
happen and we make it happen as soon
as possible.

But, for today, this bill and its com-
panion measure are an excellent step
forward, a first step. I am proud to vote
yes on both of these historic conference
reports.

Mr. DORGAN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I yield
myself as much time as I may consume
of the time allocated to our side.

I come to the floor today to say I in-
tend to vote for this conference report
and am pleased with the work that has
been done in the Congress, and espe-
cially the work that has been done by
s0 many people who invested so many
hours to try to do the right thing.

The Senator from Delaware, Senator
ROTH, who heads the Senate Finance
Committee, has disproved the old
adage about what a committee is,
which is: A group of the unwilling cho-
sen from the unfit to do the unneces-
sary. This committee, under this chair-
man’s leadership, and the men and
women from the Republican and Demo-
cratic caucus who were assigned to
that committee, I think have done
some very substantial work that will
engender a substantial vote in the U.S.
Senate, a bipartisan vote. I am glad to
stand on the floor in this circumstance
and say, finally, we have reached a
point where both parties have come to-
gether to say that we fashioned some-
thing that we think will work for this
country.

We have a very different view of how
we got here. I heard some remarks ear-
lier. Some of that is probably typical
and traditional rhetorical comments
from both sides about where we have
been and where we are going. I can re-
member 4 years ago on the floor of this
Chamber when the deficit was going
up, up, up and out of control, following
a decade in which the description by
the new economic guru to previous ad-
ministrations was, ‘“Well, let’s double
defense, cut taxes and things will be
just peachy.” Defense spending dou-
bled, taxes were cut, and we nearly
choked on deficits in this country.

We came to an intersection in 1993, 4
years ago, with a new President and a
Congress, and this President said,
“Let’s take a hunk out of that deficit
and tackle that Federal deficit,” and
we voted for it and did it by one vote—
one vote.

I can recall the cries of alarm on the
floor of the Senate:
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‘“You’re going to throw this country
into a recession.”

‘“You’re going to ruin this country’s
economy.”’

No, we didn’t do that. We were will-
ing to stand up and vote for harsh med-
icine to say this fiscal policy has been
out of control, we need to get it back
into control and play no more games.
We cut some spending, we increased
some taxes, yes, and we cut this deficit
down, down, down and down, and guess
what happened as a result of it? Unem-
ployment plummeted. More people are
working, inflation is down, the deficit
is down, the economy is growing, and it
is a better place because of it, and only
because we are standing on the shoul-
ders of those in 1993 who cast that vote,
some of whom are not here, because we
took a clobbering for that medicine in
1993. Only because of that tough deci-
sion are we now able to do the rest of
the work and say to the American peo-
ple, this country is moving ahead, mov-
ing in the right direction, and eco-
nomic growth is sufficient so that now
we can provide some tax cuts, as well
as some spending cuts, and not only
tackle the rest of the budget deficit
problem, but also provide some much-
needed relief to overburdened Amer-
ican families.

Carl Sandburg said once:

I see America not in the setting Sun of a
black night of despair ahead of us, I see
America in the crimson light of a rising Sun,
fresh from the burning creative hand of God.
I see great days ahead, great days possible to
men and women of will and vision.

My attitude about where we are in
this country is we are headed in the
right direction. As I said, unemploy-
ment is down, jobs are up, crime is
down, the country is growing. Is every-
thing perfect? No, not at all. We have a
lot of changes ahead of us. Is every-
thing in this bill perfect? No. If I had
written it, I would have made some
changes. But have we come together at
this juncture, together with a Demo-
cratic and Republican Party, a Demo-
cratic President, a Republican Con-
gress, men and women of both parties
to do something that is good? Yes, I
think so.

In this legislation, today we say to
the American people we think edu-
cation is critically important and we
are going to not only invest in edu-
cation in the bill we passed yesterday,
we are going to provide significant new
tax cuts to relieve the tax burden on
families who are sending their kids to
college. The effort that is made in this
piece of legislation to value education
is critically important because this
country’s future is in educating its
kids.

Yesterday, we talked about expand-
ing Head Start to a million new Amer-
ican children. That is a significant
achievement.

Today, we say that families—45 mil-
lion children in this country—will re-
ceive ultimately a $500-per-child tax
credit, which I think will be a signifi-
cant benefit to American families.
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In addition to the significant
achievements in education and the sig-
nificant achievements in investing in
jobs and other things, inducing savings
and the things that, I think, have great
merit for the future of this country,
this legislation provides some specific
things I want to mention just very
briefly.

One, there has been a lot of con-
troversy about estate tax reform. Peo-
ple say if you provide estate tax re-
form, that affects a small slice of peo-
ple with an enormous amount of in-
come. I come from a part of the coun-
try that is sparsely populated and los-
ing population. My home county has
3,000 people living in an area the size of
the State of Rhode Island. It used to be
5,000, but people are moving and leav-
ing many rural areas. I want to do ev-
erything I can to encourage every fam-
ily business and every family farm to
be passed from parents to children, to
keep operating and keep open and stay
there in rural America, and this estate
tax provision is going to be enormously
helpful in doing that.

I might say that one other piece of
good news in this legislation is paro-
chial, but important, to people of
South Dakota and North Dakota, Min-
nesota, and other disaster victims
around the country. There is in this
legislation several provisions that I
had asked be put in that are going to
be helpful to disaster victims. There
are a number of provisions that say,
because of disasters you are unable to
file your tax return, and the IRS ex-
tends the time in which you are able to
file a return—the IRS said, ‘“We’ll do
that, but we still must charge inter-
est”’—this waives the interest for tax-
payers who were not able to file a tax
return because their house and all
their records are down the river some-
place in a massive flood. That is a tiny
little issue, but important, and I am
very pleased that it was put in this
piece of legislation.

The folks who were victims of bliz-
zard after blizzard after blizzard in the
Dakotas, Montana, in our part of the
country, who had to sell cattle because
they had no feed and now are going to
restore their herd, this piece of legisla-
tion says you are not going to have to
pay capital gains tax on the herd that
you sold.

This piece of legislation has a very
important benefit to livestock pro-
ducers who were victims of the disaster
in our part of the country. It overturns
an IRS ruling, a tiny little thing, but it
is going to affect tens of thousands of
farmers. The IRS took a position a
while back on what are called deferred
contract sales that farmers have made
routinely for years and years at the
country elevator, that they were going
to be taxable under certain cir-
cumstances. We have no idea where the
IRS came up with that interpretation.
It is completely wrong. They had no
basis for doing that.

This legislation says to the IRS that
you can’t do that. Senator GRASSLEY
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and I, and nearly 60 of our colleagues in
the Senate, joined and said to the IRS,
“Look, everybody in America has a
right to be wrong, it is a democracy,
but when the IRS is wrong, America
pays. In this case, you’re wrong, and
we’re going to change the law so you
can’t misinterpret what we write.”’

Those are the kind of things in this
piece of legislation that have great
merit. Those are some of the smaller
things I wanted to mention.

Finally, in closing, because I know
other colleagues have things they want
to talk about, I think this piece of leg-
islation represents an awfully good in-
stinct of the political system to get to-
gether and see if we can’t do things to-
gether that represents a consensus that
will be good for the future of this coun-
try.

We so often fight among the political
parties to prevent the other side from
winning that, instead of getting the
best of what each has to offer, we get
the worst of what both can offer. That
makes no sense for this country. This
piece of legislation is a credit, yes, to
this President and the White House
who worked so hard for it and proposed
so much of this; it is a credit to Sen-
ator ROTH, Senator MOYNIHAN and so
many others on the House and Senate
side from both political parties who I
think have done a commendable job.
Would I have written it differently?
Yes. Am I concerned about the out-
years a bit? Yes. We need to put up
fences to make sure we don’t go back
into a deficit situation.

We haven’t finished dealing with the
deficit. As my colleague from North
Dakota, Senator CONRAD, pointed out,
this is a unified deficit. We still have a
Social Security problem we must deal
with. I probably would have preferred
to take even more benefits in this piece
of legislation and provided it to work-
ing families, but I didn’t write every
piece of it, and this is a compromise. I
also would have preferred to have some
limit on the issue of capital gains. I
support the capital gains tax treat-
ment that exists, but I would have had
some limit on it.

Having said all that, I am pleased to
come to the floor today to say I can
vote for a piece of legislation that I
think advances this country’s interest,
and it rests on a bed of good news that
comes from our colleagues who, in 1993,
stood up and said, ‘‘Count me in, let me
vote for the first giant step in tackling
this Federal deficit.”” And this next
step, a bipartisan step which is good
for this country, is one which I hope
will give the American people a good
feeling about their future.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
seeks recognition?

Mr. JOHNSON addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. JOHNSON. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. President, I rise to express my
support for this legislation. I want to
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commend Chairman ROTH and the
ranking member, Senator MOYNIHAN,
and Senators LOTT and DASCHLE for
their leadership. A great deal of good
has come from the bipartisan coopera-
tion put together to produce this legis-
lation. I certainly will vote for it.

Much has been said by some about
the historic nature of this legislation.
Perhaps that is true. But I have to say,
in following the comments of my col-
league from North Dakota about the
historic context of how we arrived at
this point, that some observation needs
to be made that the truly historic leg-
islation that was passed was the 1993
Budget Act.

President Clinton inherited a hem-
orrhaging pool of $290 billion of red ink
that was projected to grow annually
when he came to the White House. His
first step was to work with Congress to
pass a 5-year budget plan that passed
without a single Republican vote. At
that time, I served in the other body. I
remember the immense political pres-
sure that was brought to bear at that
time. I remember the 30-second tele-
vision spots that followed, accusing
every Democratic Member of having
cast the deciding vote on something
that would be catastrophic.

What happened? The $290 billion of
red ink has now plummeted this year
to an estimated $67 billion, perhaps as
low as $30 billion. We now have the
smallest Federal budget deficit relative
to the size of our economy of any West-
ern industrialized nation on Earth. We
have a vibrant economy, high employ-
ment, low unemployment, low infla-
tion, and we find ourselves now in the
midst of a remarkable era.

This legislation is important legisla-
tion, but it will finish what we began
in 1993 when we had a $290 billion def-
icit and brought it down to as low as
$30 billion. This will get us from $30 bil-
lion to the finish line by the year 2002,
a good thing to do, a positive thing to
do. But the historic step, the politi-
cally courageous step, was taken 4
years ago.

Is this legislation perfect? No. No, it
isn’t. That is the nature of any legisla-
tion, particularly, I suppose, of a piece
of legislation that is a product of com-
promise between very different ap-
proaches. I think some of the high-
fiving that has gone on around town
may be a bit unwarranted. I would say,
however, that this bill has been made
much better during the course of the
debate. The initial legislation, the rec-
onciliation legislation that we dealt
with in both the House and the Senate,
provided very little tax relief, essen-
tially no tax relief, for families making
less than $30,000 per year. There was
certainly no child tax credit for these
families.

Now, as I see it, this problem has
been corrected, thanks to the leader-
ship, particularly of the President of
the United States, but also of Senator
MOYNIHAN and Senator DASCHLE, and
others who worked very hard on this.
Take a family, for example, with an in-
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come of $23,000 per year, perhaps a
teacher, a firefighter, a policeman, a
farmer, a store clerk, any number of
people across our country who get up
every morning—they play by the rules,
they try to raise their kids with decent
values, they try to keep jeans and ten-
nis shoes on their kids, they are doing
the right thing, they are not on wel-
fare, they are working hard, oftentimes
with two jobs.

But wages, particularly in my State
of South Dakota, are not always what
we would like them to be. Farm prices
are sometimes low. And these people,
who are working their hearts out, of-
tentimes are living on very modest
wages. And that family, with a father,
in this case, who is earning $23,000 a
year, and mom who is staying home
with two kids, under the original bill
and under the original Republican
plan, would have gotten zero in child
tax credit. Under the Clinton plan,
they would have gotten $767.

Well, the dust has now settled, and
under the conference committee bill
that we are voting on today, that fam-
ily will get a $675 tax credit, a very
useful sum for those families. People
can make a car payment, a house pay-
ment, they can get their kids started
with clothes for school, they can do
some positive things. And I think we
need to reward work, particularly at a
time when we are reforming welfare
and essentially ending the guarantee of
federal support of families. We need to
focus on what more can we do, then, to
make work pay. Certainly this im-
proved child tax credit, along with aug-
menting the funds in this legislation
relative to health insurance for kids, is
a positive step forward.

It is true that this bill still has some
unevenness to it. I have noticed that a
group called Citizens for Tax Justice
has an analysis out that indicates that
the wealthiest 1 percent of American
families will benefit by about a $16,000
tax cut because of this legislation. The
average middle-class family will ben-
efit by something less than $200. That
isn’t the kind of division that I would
have made if it were up to me exclu-
sively.

But nonetheless, I do see the need to
balance the budget by 2002, provide
some key relief, not only with the child
tax credit, but certainly, in the case of
education assistance, to provide a
$1,500 tax credit for tuition, tax-deduct-
ibility of interest on student loans, and
to expand Pell grants, not only the
numbers who are eligible but also the
size of the grants. That is investing in
kids, and investing in the brain power
of this country. That is really where
we must make a commitment if we are
going to compete in a global economy,
not just now but for generations into
the future.

I see positive things relative to agri-
culture. My colleague, Senator DORGAN
of North Dakota, has gone into much
of that. Capital gains relief for small
businesses and family farmers will be
helpful. There is also estate tax relief.

S8431

Certainly, there are some targeted
kinds of aid for those who have had to
liquidate their herds. There is restora-
tion of income averaging. There are a
number of provisions that will be of
great help. That I have to applaud.

I am concerned about the
backloading of some of the tax reduc-
tions which has the potential con-
sequence of making balancing the
budget post-2007 more difficult. It
would be disastrous for us to have gone
through all of this and then find our-
selves the year after balancing the
budget, or only shortly thereafter,
going back into red ink again because
of backloaded or phased-in tax cuts
that had negative consequences in the
outyears.

That is something we are going to
have to be very conscious of in the fu-
ture. This is not a matter of turning
the Federal budget over to automatic
pilot and now we are home free. It is
going to involve difficult, contentious,
but hopefully bipartisan, annual de-
bates about how to maintain equi-
librium between our revenue and our
expenditures while still using our budg-
et for the correct priorities.

I think one of the key political issues
in America over these last several
years has been, how do we balance the
budget? There is bipartisan agreement
we need to do that. But how, at the
same time, do we protect Medicare, do
we continue to invest in education and
protect the environment? How do we do
it in a way that reflects the best of our
values and our priorities in this coun-
try? Can that be done?

Some of us remember only a couple
years ago when there was a proposal
that would have arguably balanced the
budget, but it would have decimated
Medicare, it would have taken invest-
ment away from education, it would
have been destructive to the environ-
ment, and certainly to rural Ameri-
cans. Thankfully President Clinton ve-
toed that legislation. He said we can do
better, we can do better with our prior-
ities and still get to a zero deficit.

Thankfully, this legislation, for all of
its warts and all of its shortcomings,
does in fact get us that remaining $30
billion to $60 billion that we need to
balance the budget, and it expands the
number of kids who have access to
health insurance. It will be helpful to
small businesses and farms. This bill
will increase the tax-deductibility of
health insurance premiums for the self-
employed to 100 percent, something
long overdue. And it will, I think, help
continue the economic growth that we
have seen over these last 5 years where
we have had 5 consecutive years now of
deficit reduction and economic growth.

And so, Mr. President, I think that
this is a positive piece of legislation. It
is the product of bipartisan agreement.
Thankfully, the President has used his
leverage to make sure that we do in
fact live up to these priorities and to
bring some common sense back into
this bill. The truly historic legislation
was that of 1993, but this is important
legislation. I support it.



S8432

I voted earlier for the budget portion
of reconciliation. I will vote for this
tax portion of reconciliation. I am
proud of what our colleagues on both
the Republican and Democratic sides
have been able to do to pull together,
to set aside some of the anger and some
of the hostility that too often has char-
acterized political debate in this coun-
try, and to spend a little less time
being Republicans and Democrats and
a little more time being Americans.

I think that is what the American
people really want. And they want to
see an end result that reflects the best
of our cooperative efforts. This legisla-
tion does, I think, take us down that
road.

So, Mr. President, while there are
things I would have done differently,
and while we do need to understand the
historic context of how we arrived
here, this is good legislation, and I
yield the floor expressing my support
for this bill.

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, under
our order, we are now going back and
forth. Senator HUTCHISON was next, and
she was here just a minute ago. And I
believe she is coming on the floor now.
So I ask Senator HUTCHISON, are you
ready to go?

Mrs. HUTCHISON. I would be happy
to yield to my colleague from Min-
nesota who I think was here first, and
then if I could follow after the next
Democrat.

Mr. CHAFEE. It would then go back
over to this side— Senator BAUCUS has
been waiting—and then back to you.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. That would be
fine.

Mr. CHAFEE. I yield to the Senator
from Minnesota.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Mr. GRAMS. Thank you very much. I
want to thank my colleague from
Texas for yielding.

Mr. President, I came to the floor
yesterday to discuss in detail my
strong support for the Taxpayer Relief
Act of 1997. I do not intend to repeat
the arguments I made then, but I do
have just a couple of other points I
think need to be made.

When my good friends, Senator
HuTcHINSON of Arkansas and Senator
DAN COATS of Indiana, and I first pro-
posed the $500-per-child tax credit back
in 1993, we were not doing it to grab
headlines and it was not a piece of
cheap political theater. We pursued the
$5600-per-child tax credit because we be-
lieved that working families are hor-
ribly overtaxed. And how did we know
that? Because the American people
told us so.

Americans are by nature a very giv-
ing and generous people. For a long
time, they did not complain—at least
too loudly—that their tax burden
seemed to be rising every year even
though they were not seeing any im-
provements in Government services. If
anything, their tax dollars seemed to
be buying less and less. But when taxes
reached the point where working
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Americans were spending more of their
hard-earned money feeding the Govern-
ment than they were spending to feed,
clothe, and shelter their families, well
then, the taxpayers started feeling as
though their generosity was being
taken advantage of. They began de-
manding that the Government stop
spending their dollars so recklessly.
They began asking for tax relief, so
they could start meeting the needs of
their own families, instead of feeding
Washington’s mixed-up priorities.

So what do working families want
from their Government? Well, let me
first tell you what they do not want.

America’s working families do not
want handouts.

They do not want more government
agencies or programs.

They do not want their tax dollars
feeding bigger Government.

They do not want the Government to
intrude unjustly into their daily lives.

They just want to go to work to
make a good living, have a decent
place to call home, and to have the op-
portunity to provide for their children.
And they want to keep a little bit more
of their own money at the end of the
day. That is what this package of tax
relief will deliver. For my home State
of Minnesota, the $500-per-child tax
credit at the heart of our legislation
adds up to at least $300 million that
will stay in the hands of families every
year. More than 700,000 middle-class
children will benefit. That is what fam-
ilies have told me they want, and that
is what we are on the verge of deliv-
ering.

It should not be an occasion to cele-
brate when politicians actually keep
their promises. That is how the process
ought to work. But we all know that
Washington has gotten pretty good at
making promises, but too often fails
miserably when it comes time to keep
some of those promises. But, today,
Congress is delivering on what I con-
sider to be an irrevocable promise we
made to the taxpayers 2% years ago.
Send us to Washington, we said, and we
will cut your taxes. That is not a polit-
ical slogan—that was a promise.

Now, let us not kid ourselves—our
package of tax relief is not going to
make anybody rich. As tax cuts go, it
is pretty paltry. The net tax relief
amounts to less than 1 percent of all
the tax revenue collected by the Fed-
eral Government over the next 5 years.
It begins to roll back the President’s
1993 tax increase, but we would have to
pass a bill three times bigger than the
one before us today to wipe out the 1993
increase completely. It is an important
start, however, in moving the Govern-
ment in a new direction.

Relying on a radical philosophy of
faster, better, cheaper, NASA launched
the Pathfinder probe and successfully—
and dramatically—opened a new era of
exploration on Mars. The return on
that investment has gone far beyond
anything that can be totaled up on a
balance sheet. I would like to see the
same philosophy of faster, better,
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cheaper applied to the rest of Wash-
ington as well, for a payback I believe
can be equally as impressive. A faster
government has fewer layers of bu-
reaucracy, so that it can more quickly
meet the needs of the people. A better
government is responsive to its citizens
and responsible to its taxpayers. A
cheaper government needs fewer dol-
lars to carry out its work, opening the
door to future tax cuts that leave even
more money in the hands of the tax-
payers.

Faster, better, cheaper is an idea
that worked on Mars. It is an idea that
ought to work just as well here on
Earth.

To paraphrase a favorite quote of
mine, Mr. President, politics are tem-
porary—but the American family is
permanent. Enactment of the $500-per-
child tax credit is a great victory for
families, one I believe will help bring
them together, and hopefully keep
them together. I am proud that I can
go back home this weekend and tell the
working families of my State—who for
years have watched their taxes rise and
their take-home pay shrink—that
Washington finally got the message.
We are at last going to cut their taxes,
not because it is the politically easy
thing to do, but because it is the right
thing to do.

Again, I want to thank and commend
the majority leader and my colleagues,
the chairmen of the Finance and Budg-
et committees, for having the deter-
mination to bring the Taxpayer Relief
Act to the floor. This is a great day in
the history of the Senate, and it is also
a day that I am proud to be a part of.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

Mr. BAUCUS addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I yield
myself such time as my side is allowed
to consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I think
that the American people essentially
want us to do the right thing. They
care less whether it is the Democratic
policy or the Republican policy. They
care less whether it is conservative or
liberal. Essentially, they say, ‘“You
folks back there in Washington, come
together, do what’s basically right,
what’s within the realm of reasonable-
ness. Just get your job done. If you do
that, you’re doing a pretty good job.”

Mr. President, I think that is what
happened here. We Democrats like to
claim lots of credit for this legislation.
A lot of us talk about the 1993 Deficit
Reduction Act, which I do think is the
cornerstone which led to declining defi-
cits and allowed the American econ-
omy to begin to prosper, interest rates
dropped, with inflation rates lower, un-
employment rates lower, et cetera. Re-
publicans like to claim that, oh, no,
they are the ones that basically did all
this. After all, they are the majority
party in the Congress right now.
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But the truth of the matter is that it
is the combination of both sides work-
ing together to reach this agreement.
And even more truthful, we have a big
assist, and that is the national econ-
omy. The economy is doing very well.
We all know that. And that enables
President Clinton to negotiate with the
Republican majority in the Congress,
and with all Congress for that matter,
an agreement which makes most peo-
ple pretty happy. That is, it cuts taxes.
When the economy is doing very, very
well, the U.S. Government is bringing
in more revenue than it usually does,
and it is easier to cut taxes. That is
what we have done here. We all like to
have our taxes cut.

Second, there are additional spending
programs in here. One big one is edu-
cation, which is very needed in Amer-
ica. We must invest more in education.
All of us know that. If we are going to
compete with countries around the
world and we are going to increase the
quality of living for all of our people, it
is critical that our young people get a
better start and a better education. We
spend quite a bit of money in this bill
on education, whether it is direct
spending or tax credits.

So the economy has helped us very
much. I wonder where we would be
today, Mr. President, if the economy
were not doing well today. Would we be
balancing the budget as quickly?
Would we be working as well together?
Would there be as much peace and har-
mony on both ends of Pennsylvania Av-
enue? I see the occupant of the Chair
shaking his head in the negative, and I
agree; we would not be doing as well.
The economy gave us a big boost. We
are here, in some respects, because of
that.

I, like most Members of this body,
support this conference report. It does
do basic things which are important.
No. 1, it moves us toward a balanced
budget. We are going to have a bal-
anced budget at least by the year 2002.
My guess, Mr. President, is that we
will probably reach a balanced budget
before the year 2002. In fact, the pro-
jected budget deficit for this year is to
be as low as $50 billion. So we will bal-
ance the budget. We will be living with-
in our means. That is no small matter.

We also have tax cuts which help
small businesses and help families
around our country and help the coun-
try generally. That is good. This bill
also keeps hospitals and clinics open in
rural America. I mention rural Amer-
ica because my State tends to be rural,
and we have been working for many
years to be sure that we have quality
health care in our part of the country,
as well as in the cities.

This will also help make sure Amer-
ica’s children have health insurance.
Not too long ago, we passed the Ken-
nedy-Kassebaum bill, which would dis-
allow preexisting medical conditions as
a condition for denying insurance to
insureds. That helped to buy more
health insurance for programs. We also
allow for something called portability;
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that is, if a person has health insur-
ance, he can carry it to his next job.
We Americans don’t have the world’s
best health insurance program. Other
countries insure their people a little
bit better than we do. But the one area
this bill addresses is health insurance
for kids, which is very important and
critical. All of us here are very happy
for that.

The bill has some drawbacks and I
will address a couple of them later on.
By and large, the benefits far outweigh
those drawbacks. Let’s start with the
good news.

As work on this agreement began
earlier this year, I set a few basic pri-
orities for myself by which to judge the
final result of this bill. One was that
this bill must balance the budget, it
must help small businesses, and it
must promote education—those were
all priorities of mine—and, finally, it
must be fair; that is, the distribution
effect of this bill must be fair to all
Americans. On the whole, I think this
agreement reaches those criteria.

First, we will see a balanced budget
by the year 2002. It might even be ear-
lier. But to be realistic, this bill de-
serves only a bit of the credit. I believe
that the 1993 budget bill made the real
tough choices, and that was the bill
that began us on a glide slope toward a
balanced budget. It was a tough bill.
We took some tough medicine back in
1993. But that laid the foundation for
where we are today. It brought us from
a deficit of $290 billion in 1992 to a def-
icit of perhaps just $35 billion this
year. So we started this effort with
most of the work already done. This is
just a small finishing-up effort on that
1993 bill. T must say, a booming econ-
omy is helping us as well.

Second, this bill goes in the right di-
rection on taxes. That is, it lowers
taxes. Overall, it will cut taxes by $90
billion over 5 years. That is not a revo-
lutionary change, but it is significant,
and it is going to help make a dif-
ference to some people. Particularly,
the $30 billion in education tax credits
is going to help families send their
children to college. That is going to
help.

By cutting the estate and gift tax, we
will help farm families, small business
owners, and ranchers all across our
country keep their land and their busi-
nesses and their operations in the fam-
ily. That is very, very important to the
people in the State of Montana. We
have a lot of farmers and ranchers who
have virtually no return on their in-
vestment, virtually no cash flow, but
their land values are accelerating be-
cause some people are moving to Mon-
tana—wealthier  people—which are
pushing up land values.

Relief in Federal estate and gift tax
is critical. We phase in 100 percent
health insurance for the self-employed,
and that means a lot to small business
people, self-employed people who can’t
take nearly the same deduction in
taxes and health insurance they pay
compared to people who work for big
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companies. Generally, in America, the
more you work for a large corporation,
the better your health insurance pol-
icy, because your employer takes the
full deduction for the health insurance
policy. If you are self-employed, you
don’t get that; you have to pay for it
all yourself. We began a couple of years
ago to phase in a deduction for the self-
employed. This legislation will bring
that to a full 100 percent, albeit over
the next 7 years.

A capital gains tax reduction is very
important. That should help savings
and investment in our country.

With respect to health care, this
agreement also means significant ac-
complishments, essentially by pro-
viding $24 billion for health insurance
and services for working children. This
is $8 billion more than the original
plan, and it is paid for with a cigarette
tax that will create its own health ben-
efits by reducing smoking.

We also set up a new limited-service
hospital program, modeled on the Mon-
tana Medical Assistance Facility, or
MAPF’s, which allows hospitals to keep
their doors open in small towns. The
MAF is a proven success in many com-
munities like, in my State, Circle,
Culbertson, Big Timber, and Ekalaka,
and this agreement will make those
MAF’s permanent. This will also slow a
two-decade-long trend that has closed
nearly 10 percent of all rural hospitals.

We also allow rural family practice
residency programs that are just get-
ting started to expand. That is very
important. Montana’s two residency
programs, one in Billings and other in
Glasgow, are critical to attracting doc-
tors to our State’s rural communities.
It makes sure that rural areas get fair-
er managed care payments from Medi-
care compared to the big urban areas.

And not least, we objected to pro-
posals in the last Congress to make
large cuts in Medicare and abolish
Medicaid’s guarantee of health insur-
ance for poor people.

But the agreement is not perfect. I
would like to note four areas where I
think it falls short.

First, it contains many special inter-
est tax provisions. This means a much
more complicated Tax Code and more
tax advantage to wealthy people and
big companies who can hire large num-
bers of lawyers and accountants. This
tax bill makes our Tax Code much
more complicated, unfortunately. We
should return to this issue in the fu-
ture and work to simplify the Tax Code
and eliminate loopholes.

Second, it includes unreasonably
tough cuts in Medicare and Medicaid
reimbursements to health care pro-
viders. These reimbursements make up
an average of 55 percent of Montana
hospital revenue. And the smaller fa-
cilities, with under 30 beds, already are
collecting, on average, over 4 percent
less in revenue than their costs. It is
tough to squeeze these facilities any
further.

Third, it misses a chance to improve
our national transportation infrastruc-
ture. I, with Senator WARNER, and 80
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other Senators, requested extra money
for highway and transit construction.
That money would have meant safer
travel and a more productive economy.
But this agreement does not have that.

It does move the 4.3-cents-per-gallon
motor fuel revenues from the Treasury
to the highway trust fund. But for ac-
counting reasons—that is, the lack of
an offset—that is only phantom money.
It will not mean any real change in the
highway and transit budget, and I re-
gret that. I alert my colleagues that
when we take up the transportation
bill after the August recess, we are
going to realize how much we regret
that.

Finally, this bill ducks some of our
long-term fiscal challenges. As we look
15 or 20 years ahead, we know Ameri-
cans will live longer. So the bills we
pay for health care and pensions for
older men and women will be much
higher than they are today.

With the healthy economy and a
good fiscal situation we have today, we
could have taken some steps now to
ease the problems this situation will
cause the next generation. This agree-
ment doesn’t take those steps. It is a
missed opportunity. I wish we had
taken this opportunity.

But on the whole, this is a reasonably
good effort. It does balance the budget.
It helps small business and families. It
makes sure America’s children have
health insurance, more than today.
Those are very important things for
our country, and we ought to get them
done. So I support the agreement, and
I urge my colleagues to do the same.

I might say at this point, Mr. Presi-
dent, how much I appreciate the bipar-
tisan efforts, particularly of the chair-
man of our committee, Chairman BILL
ROTH, who worked very, very diligently
to help make sure that both sides of
the political aisle worked well to-
gether. That doesn’t always happen in
this body. There are some committees
where that doesn’t happen much at all.
But Chairman ROTH, chairman of the
Finance Committee, did work very
hard to bring both sides together, and I
think that is one reason we are here
today finally with this bill.

I yield the floor.

Mrs. HUTCHISON
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GOR-
TON). Who yields time?

Mr. CHAFEE. We yield such time as
the Senator from Texas requires.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas is recognized.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. I thank the Chair.
Today is a historic day. We will vote
and pass the first substantial tax cut in
16 years, giving much-needed, long-
overdue tax relief to working American
families. We have been working for tax
cuts for 3 years now, and we are mak-
ing a downpayment on that commit-
ment.

I view the bill that we are debating
today as the second half of an entire
economic package. We passed the first
half this morning. I was a somewhat

addressed the
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reluctant supporter because, while it
does take steps toward a balanced
budget, we missed the opportunity for
historic Medicare reform that would
have created real consumer choice and
preserved the program for the next
generation. The Senate spoke on this
issue. But the President’s opposition to
real Medicare reform prevailed in the
final version.

He also walked away from some very
important decisions we made last year
on welfare reform. We have hampered
the ability of States to implement the
welfare-to-work law. The President has
already denied States, including Texas,
the ability to privatize and consolidate
welfare services. In Texas alone, such
consolidation would yield annual sav-
ings of some $200 million. The Presi-
dent’s continued opposition to true
welfare reform carried the day.

Mr. President, I did support the bill
this morning because it is linked to the
tax cuts we are now discussing, and it
does bring us closer to a balanced budg-
et. The tax bill is long overdue relief
for hard-working American families.
Republicans took the majority of Con-
gress with a very clear mandate to
make Government smaller, control
spending, and let hard-working Ameri-
cans keep more of the money they
earn.

We are trying to live up to that
promise. We passed a budget plan that
will lead to a balanced budget, and now
we are succeeding in providing substan-
tial tax relief for all Americans.

Who will benefit from this plan? It is
the mothers and fathers who will get
help raising their children with a $500
per child tax credit; homemakers who
want to build retirement systems
through an IRA; young couples who are
trying to buy a first home, pay for col-
lege for their children, or retirement
for themselves; small business owners
and farmers who have spent their lives
building a business or farm and want to
pass it to their children; investors who
have provided the capital to start new
businesses and create jobs.

A $500-per-child tax credit will mean
over 3.5 million families will no longer
pay taxes at all. Instead of writing a
$500 check to the IRS, families will get
to keep the money they earn and spend
it as they decide to spend it. Americans
really do not need the U.S. Govern-
ment to tell them how to spend their
money. I think they should be able to
choose for themselves. American fami-
lies know best whether they need to
spend money on their children, or save
it for retirement, or enjoy a vacation.
The Government shouldn’t take that
money and make their choices for
them. In fact, with this tax cut, rough-
ly 28 million families will pay fewer
taxes. In my home State of Texas the
child tax credit alone will benefit al-
most 2 million American families.

With the passage of this bill, we will
cut the capital gains rate to 20 percent.
This will encourage and reward invest-
ment and create new businesses and
new jobs. A low capital gains rate is
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important to our future and our Na-
tion’s ability to save and invest. Our
current Tax Code punishes people for
saving and investing. This is wrong. We
are trying to change it.

Lowering the taxation of capital
gains will do more than release hun-
dreds of billions of dollars of tied-up
capital. It will bring immediate relief
to investors, small businesses, workers,
farmers, homeowners, and the elderly.
We need to encourage investment so
that we can generate the technology,
the market, and the jobs of tomorrow.

Today, more than 41 percent of
American families own stock. Fifty-six
percent of capital gains are reported by
families who earn under $50,000. Two-
thirds of mutual fund shareholders
today in America have household in-
comes under $75,000. Fifty percent of
those who claim capital gains are sen-
ior citizens, many of whom need this
money to improve their quality of life.

In the livestock industry in Texas,
over 60 percent of those polled recently
admitted to holding onto assets be-
cause they couldn’t afford to give
Uncle Sam 28 percent of a capital gains
tax.

We cut death taxes so that years of
hard work and success won’t be wiped
out in one generation. According to a
recent survey, 51 percent of family-
owned businesses would have signifi-
cant difficulty surviving in the event of
a principal owner’s death, due to the
death tax. The death tax brings little
revenue into the Federal Government—
only 1.1 percent in 1997 of all of the
Federal revenue. But it does affect
hundreds of thousands of small busi-
ness owners, family farmers, and ordi-
nary Americans who work, save, and
invest for a lifetime, just to turn more
than half of their hard-earned dollars
over to the Federal Government when
they die.

Mr. President, this is walking away
from the American dream. What we
have said for over 200 years to people
all over the world is, if you come to
America and you work hard, you will
be able to keep the fruits of your labors
and give them to your children to give
them a little better start in life than
you probably had.

So walking away from that American
dream is what we are trying to prevent
today by having some relief in the
death taxes that people have been pay-
ing.

What does this mean for home-
makers? We build on the progress that
we made last year in giving for the
first time the homemakers of our coun-
try the ability to save for their retire-
ment security. This time we are adding
to that by allowing the full deduct-
ibility of that $2,000 regardless of what
the spouse earns or has in a pension.

How big are these few changes? Let
me just give you an example.

Under the old law, a single-income,
married couple saving $2,2560 a year—
which was their maximum—would
have, over 40 years, starting at the age
of 25, when they are 65 approximately



July 31, 1997

$629,000 in their retirement nest egg.
But today, because of the bill we
passed last year, and this bill com-
bined, after 40 years of setting aside
the $4,000 that they will be able to earn
tax free, this couple will have $1.119
million in their nest egg, an increase in
savings of almost $500,000.

So, Mr. President, when you put this
together with the death tax relief we
are giving, you can really see that we
are making a difference for ordinary
Americans. Economic growth does re-
sult from lower tax breaks. History
shows us that expanded opportunity
and prosperity flourishes under such
conditions.

These are the foundations for our de-
mocracy. As a result of the passage of
this historic bill, Americans will be
keeping more of the money they earn
in their pockets.

Sometimes I hear debate on this floor
when people are talking about these
tax dollars as if it is Federal dollars.
Federal tax dollars belong to the Amer-
icans who earn them. We want Ameri-
cans to keep the money they earn rath-
er than having to send it to Wash-
ington for someone here to make a de-
cision for their families.

We are going to create new jobs, new
investments, lower interest rates,
lower home mortgage payments, lower
car payments, lower student loan pay-
ments, and higher income for working
Americans.

Mr. President, it is not everything we
hoped it would be. But it is a signifi-
cant downpayment for the hard-work-
ing American families. That is some-
thing that I hope we can add to as we
look toward the future going into the
21st century. Hard-working Americans
should be able to realize the American
dream of working hard, doing better
for their family, and being able to give
their children a start that maybe they
didn’t have.

That is what this bill will start the
process of doing for American families.
I hope we can continue to work even
harder for them in the future.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. BREAUX addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the
Senator from Rhode Island yield to the
Senator?

Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, under
the previous agreement, I guess on the
Democratic side, I yield myself 5 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, my col-
leagues, it has been interesting to hear
all of the various Members of the Sen-
ate come to this floor and talk about
the product that is before us. We have
had a few people who have expressed
concerns to the extent that they can-
not support the agreement that is now
before the Senate. I think that is un-
fortunate.

I remember, when I first came to the
House of Representatives, I read a book
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that was written by Lawrence O’Brien,
who had been in the service of both
President Kennedy and President John-
son as the head of congressional rela-
tions. The title of that book was ‘“‘No
Final Victories.”” The gist of the story
that he was trying to convey was sim-
ply that in this business of governing,
in this business of politics, there are
never really any final victories. There
are a whole series of small steps that
are taken, small accomplishments and
small achievements that are reached.
But there is really never any final vic-
tory because the job is really and truly
never done.

When I look at the package of spend-
ing cuts and the package of tax reduc-
tions that we have before the Senate
this week, I am really reminded of that
whole theme and thesis of Lawrence
O’Brien in ‘“No Final Victories.”” Be-
cause if you ask a question, Is this a
perfect package? the answer, obviously,
is no. If you ask the question, Should
we have done more? the answer is obvi-
ously yes. If you ask the question, Are
you disappointed and discouraged that
things that you worked on are not in
this package? I would say, absolutely.
Discouraged and disappointed in some
areas, yes. But defeated, no. Because I
think on balance these agreements
that are now before the Senate are
major achievements. They are major
steps in the right direction. The work
is not yet finished. There is a great
deal more that needs to be done. But
we have, I think, set this country on a
course and moving in a direction which
is the correct one for all of us.

One of the things that I am so en-
couraged by is the fact that we were
able to do it in a bipartisan fashion.
The vote in the Senate of 80 to 18 and
the vote in the Senate of 72 to 27, I
think, on spending cuts and tax reduc-
tions is in fact a major accomplish-
ment. These problems are too difficult
and too serious for one party to be able
to do by themselves. The only way we
are ever going to be able to reach these
agreements that put us on the path of
really reforming the Government is to
do it together. I think that where we
worked best was when we worked with
both sides trying to meet in the center
and trying to cooperate in a fashion
that could really bring true reform to
this institution.

The disappointment that I see in the
bill is that we missed, for one, an op-
portunity to really reform Medicare. I
think that what we essentially did was
to follow what I call the SOS premise
—same old, same old. We essentially
looked at Medicare and said, ‘“‘Well, we
have a lot of problems with it and we
all know it is going to go bankrupt and
insolvent at the end of the year 2001.
So let’s appoint a commission to try to
recommend to Congress what we al-
ready know needs to be done.”

I stand here with a great degree of
pride and am so pleased that our col-
league from Rhode Island, Senator
CHAFEE, is on the floor with us today
because some of the things that we all
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know need to be done we already did
when we worked together in the Cen-
trist Coalition in the last Congress and
recommended some real strong, dif-
ficult things that needed to be done
with regard to the Medicare Program—
which was offered by our group, a bi-
partisan group equally divided in the
last Congress, when we took on the
tough recommendation of means test-
ing for wealthier seniors to help con-
tribute more to ensure that the pro-
gram is going to be there for their chil-
dren, for their grandchildren, and for
their great grandchildren.

We needed to recognize that people
live longer. So we took the position of
recommending a gradual increase, I
might add over the next 30 years, in
the eligibility age for Medicare recipi-
ents merely reflecting the increase in
life expectancy of all of our citizens,
which is a very good thing to do. We
also made tough recommendations, I
think, in trying to bring about more
competition in the Medicare System.
But basically those ideas and those
concepts, which got 46 votes on the
U.S. Senate floor in the last Congress,
were dumped in the conference,
dumped not really on the merits but
because we needed more political
cover.

What is the political cover that we
have decided upon? Well, it is ‘‘same
old, same old,” let us appoint a com-
mission. I would love to serve on the
commission, quite frankly. I would
love to try to make the recommenda-
tions that are needed for us to be able
to take the action that is necessary.
Unfortunately, while the commission
will prepare a report by March 1999,
Congress does not have to act on any of
their recommendations. We can just
say: Thank you. It’s been a wonderful
opportunity to hear what you have to
say, but we don’t have to do anything
about it.

I think my colleague from Nebraska
said: Wait a minute; we already had a
commission. I served as a cochair of it.
We have already made these rec-
ommendations. Why do we need an-
other commission? Why do we need a
commission at all? Why doesn’t Con-
gress act as a commission?

You know what. Maybe the answer is
that we can designate ourselves a com-
mission, and instead of calling our-
selves the U.S. Senate, we will call our-
selves the U.S. Commission and then
we can make the same recommenda-
tions that we have already made and
act on it and say, well, the commission
made the recommendation to get the
job done that way.

But I think we have missed an oppor-
tunity, and that is unfortunate. If we
can’t do it this year, it is going to be
difficult to do it in an election year. I
am always amazed that everybody tells
us to fix it. How many times have we
heard seniors and others tell us to fix
Medicare. They say fix it but don’t in-
crease the premium; fix it but don’t in-
crease the age of eligibility. I have said
several times before, if not now, when?



S8436

When are we going to do it? And if not
this, what? And if not us, who? Some-
one has to take the actions to do the
things that are difficult and make the
tough decisions needed to fix the prob-
lem.

What is going to happen when we
wake up on December 31 in the year
2007 and we still haven’t acted on the
recommendations of the commission
and we need to do something to fix a
program on the brink of insolvency
again? What kind of an answer are we
going to come up with in an emer-
gency? It is far better to try to do this
at a time when the economy is good
and people are working together in a
bipartisan spirit.

So the fact we have another commis-
sion which succeeds the last commis-
sion which succeeds previous commis-
sions is certainly not an act of courage.
It will not make a chapter in the next
Profiles in Courage book that is writ-
ten about what we have done in the
Congress, and that is unfortunate. But
I say that because we should not let
the perfect be the enemy of the good in
the sense that we will never be for any-
thing unless it is perfect. While this is
not a perfect package by any stretch of
the imagination, it is a good package.
It is one that merits our support. As
long as we know that this package, the
tax cut and the spending cuts and what
we have done in Medicare is not the
final answer but just a beginning, I
think I would say this to our col-
leagues who have worked together on
this: At least we have paved the road
to make it easier for future Congresses
to reach tough conclusions and make
tough decisions that are really nec-
essary to save Medicare.

So I support the tax package and
commend Senator ROTH and Senator
MOYNIHAN for doing something that has
not been done in a long time, maybe
since the days of my predecessor, Sen-
ator Russell Long, on the committee,
when both sides were able to say, all
right, we are different parties but we
are all Americans and we need to ulti-
mately work together if anything is
going to be done.

I always take the position that in
politics it is better to get something
done and then fight over who got it
done, rather than to get nothing done
and then blame the other side for fail-
ure. I am glad that the Finance Com-
mittee was truly able to work together
and get something done in a bipartisan
way. Now we can go fight about who
got it done. But at least we got some-
thing done for the American people. We
did that in this Congress. We did that
with these bills. We made tough deci-
sions both in taxes and in spending. I
hope that one day in the not too dis-
tant future the rest of the Congress
will be able to act in an equally bipar-
tisan fashion and get the rest of the job
done.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
SMITH of Oregon). Who yields time?

Mr. CHAFEE addressed the Chair.

(Mr.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. CHAFEE. I would like to take
this opportunity to publicly thank and
acknowledge the tremendous work of
the Senator from Louisiana in connec-
tion with the Medicare reforms that we
undertook. No one was a stouter soul
in that effort to face up to what had to
be done if we are going to continue to
have Medicare. It was the Senator from
Louisiana who joined in leading the ef-
fort, in having the means testing in the
part B premium and raising the eligi-
bility age to 67 and having a copay-
ment, a payment for the home health
care visits, of 7 percent.

I share the disappointment that the
Senator from Louisiana has voiced in
that these elements we worked on did
not survive. But I see others here. The
distinguished Senator from New York
was right in the lead in these efforts.
All T can say is, disappointed though
we were, despite the overwhelming
vote that took place on the floor of the
Senate on both the means testing and
the raising of the eligibility age, up or
down votes—one got 70 votes, the
means testing, 70 to 30, and the other
got something like 62 to 38, in that
neighborhood, over 60 votes, in raising
the age to 67—they didn’t survive the
conference because of objections from
the other body.

But this is what I want to say, Mr.
President. Disappointing as that was,
nonetheless it showed that it could be
done, and now it is an accepted fact in
this Senate that all three of those ele-
ments are necessary, and the votes are
there to sustain them and make them
part of any further legislation.

So now we have a commission, and as
was pointed out, there is no reporting
date for the commission. There is no
fast track consideration for the com-
mission. I may be wrong in the report-
ing date.

March 1, 1999, I am informed. Well, it
is not exactly tomorrow. However,
there is no fast-track procedure; in
other words, that it has to be consid-
ered, has to be voted on up or down,
one way or another. It could be like so
many other commissions we have had
in this body.

Mr. President, disappointed though
we might be in those particular facts,
those particular undertakings, none-
theless we have made some substantial
achievements in having them so ac-
cepted here.

Mr. MOYNIHAN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Might I simply join
my friend and old colleague on the Fi-
nance Committee in his remarks com-
mending the Senator from Louisiana.
Typically, he did not mention his own
work, his own role in this—it was in-
dispensable—to have a unanimous Fi-
nance Committee in these matters and
to make a point. It had been assumed
there would be a storm of disapproval
for what we did. There was none. There
was none. The usual interest groups
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wrote the usual letters and the usual
people took them too seriously. But a
day will come when we have learned
from this experience because it was an
event.

I thank the Senator.

Mr. CHAFEE. I thank the Senator.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. CHAFEE. I yield to the Senator
from Indiana such time as he requires.

Mr. COATS. I thank the Senator.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

Mr. COATS. First of all, I wish to as-
sociate myself strongly with the re-
marks of the Senator from Louisiana
and Rhode Island and the Senator from
New York relative to entitlement re-
form. I spoke at length on it yesterday,
and I will not repeat all those remarks.
It was with great sadness and dis-
appointment we came what I think is
as close as we have ever come in this
Congress to addressing the funda-
mental reforms, structural reforms
that need to take place in our entitle-
ment programs, particularly Medicare,
if we are going to ensure the long-term
viability of that program, which I
think we are all committed to do, and
if we are going to prevent a crisis situ-
ation in which we will not act perhaps
in a rational, reasonable manner but
address it under the threat of massive
underpayment or massive deficit in
that program.

It is interesting to me that in the
Chamber just a moment ago were two
Republicans and two Democrats, prob-
ably covering the ideological spectrum
within our respective parties, all
speaking in favor of entitlement re-
form. So I am hopeful that we are at
least moving in the right direction.
The Senator from New York said that
even though we expected a firestorm of
political opposition, it wasn’t heard. It
wasn’t heard because the American
people need to be given more credit for
understanding the nature of the prob-
lem and the solutions to the problem
than we give them credit for.

There might have been a time politi-
cally when retribution would have been
rendered across the spectrum for any-
body who even breathed the idea that
we ought to change Medicare. But
today even senior citizens understand
that this very important program can-
not maintain its viability unless some
reasonable changes are made, struc-
tural changes are made, in the current
program in the way it is currently op-
erated. Younger people understand, and
if you ask them today whether or not
they think there will be a viable Medi-
care Program for them when they re-
tire, an alarmingly high percentage
say, no, I don’t; I think the payroll
taxes that are being extracted from my
paycheck are going into a fund and I
will never see the benefits.

So I share the disappointment of our
Members in terms of coming so close
and yet not succeeding at this impor-
tant time. I made the point yesterday
that during difficult economic times,
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when unemployment is high and defi-
cits are running high, we say we can’t
make these changes now because it will
result in too much economic disloca-
tion. Here we have the best of times.
We have never had a more favorable
time economically and politically in
which to address these questions. Our
economy is humming along at a rate
that none of us anticipated, pouring
revenues into Washington—which we
are giving some back with this tax
cut—which were reducing the deficit,
which is what we need to do. We are
balancing the budget. We are the re-
cipients of very good economic for-
tunes. And we have in place politically
an administration that doesn’t have to
stand for reelection, a Congress that
has already gone on record in support
of entitlement reform. It just seems as
if all the political stars and economic
stars are lined up and that this is the
moment.

I hope these good times last. I hope
these good political stars continue to
line up in a way that we can accom-
plish this. But I think those who have
experienced some years of history un-
derstand that the good times do not al-
ways last, that we will be facing dif-
ferent circumstances in the future, and
we may not have the pieces in place to
accomplish this. We do not need an-
other commission. The Senator from
Louisiana is absolutely correct. We
have had commissions. We have had
studies. We have more information
than we know what to do with. We
have educated the American people.
The seniors understand. The young
people understand. Everybody seems to
understand. Unfortunately, we always
come down to the point of not now;
let’s do it after the next election. Let’s
get past this next period of time. That
is, indeed, unfortunate.

Today I want to focus the remainder
of my remarks, and they will be brief,
on the continuing effort to bring tax
equity to families. This is a process
that began in the 1980’s. I was pleased
to be a part of that, leading the effort
in the House of Representatives along
with my colleague Jack Kemp in push-
ing for family tax relief. We were able
to double the personal exemption, the
first major adjustment in the amount
of tax relief that families get for rais-
ing children since the inception of the
dependents deduction in 1948. We con-
tinue that now with this bill. I intro-
duced the child tax credit in the Senate
in 1992 as part of my families first leg-
islation. I was joined by then Congress-
man ROD GRAMS, now Senator GRAMS
from Minnesota. As he was my com-
patriot in this in the House of Rep-
resentatives, he has continued that
leadership in the Senate. I am pleased
to have worked with him in that effort.
This is a culmination of a long effort to
readdress the imbalance that exists
within the Tax Code in terms of family
tax relief.

Many people have fought for it, and I
commend those who have worked so
hard to achieve this. A dispropor-
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tionate share of the tax burden on fam-
ilies has been a problem in both good
economic times and bad economic
times. It has increased over the dec-
ades even as the cost of raising chil-
dren has increased. The Tax Code has
been a symbol in the past of public in-
difference to the challenge to families,
and this tax measure today is a symbol
that our thinking and our actions are
finally changing. Clearly we are begin-
ning to understand that a dollar spent
by families is far more helpful to chil-
dren and compassionate than any dol-
lar spent by the Federal Government.

In 1997, Americans will work until
the middle of May just to earn enough
to pay their tax bill. Most families
must have both parents working, one
to provide for the family, one to pay
taxes to the Government. In fact, fami-
lies today spend more in taxes than
they do on food, clothing, and shelter
combined. The evidence 1is over-
whelming. The facts are no longer con-
testable.

The answer is to return public funds
to the people and not to funnel them
through the Government. The child tax
credit is a tangible achievement for the
people of every State. In my State of
Indiana, the $500 child tax credit will
give over 850,000 Hoosier families rep-
resenting 1.1 million Hoosier children
an average of over $80 a month extra
money for family income. I am as
proud, I think, as anything else that I
have done in this body, to be a part of
this effort to restore equity to families,
to give them the ability to retain more
of their hard-earned dollars to help
raise their children and pay for the
costs of raising those children. It is the
most immediate practical form of com-
passion I can imagine, allowing them
to spend their own money on their own
needs.

Mr. President, I have walked the
Halls of Congress for nearly 20 years,
and I have watched the high-powered
lobbyists gain funds for special inter-
ests and for powerful groups. There
have been those who have stood up
over the years for the interests of fami-
lies. But, thankfully, over time, those
numbers have changed. Today they in-
clude the leadership of Congress in
both parties. The largest portion of re-
lief in this tax bill, 56.2 percent, goes to
families, and that is an achievement in
which we can all take pride.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President I be-
lieve the distinguished Senator from
Louisiana would like to speak at this
point. She can have as much time as
she would like from our time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to share just
a few remarks about this important
budget reconciliation and adoption. I
first thank and congratulate the lead-
ers on both sides of the aisle, to the
chairman and to our ranking member
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of the Finance Committee and the
Budget Committee, for all of their hard
work and leadership. Nothing of this
magnitude is accomplished without
good, strong, well informed leadership.
I think we have it in our leaders here.

This bill is not everything that I
hoped for. It is not everything that any
one individual Member would have
wanted. And it is not perfect. But it is
a good bill. It is a good start to getting
our fiscal house in order. Getting our
fiscal house in order and making sure
we are spending our money wisely, sav-
ing where we can and giving tax relief,
is something that I personally feel is
supported by the vast majority of
Americans, regardless of party, and so
many people in Louisiana feel this
way. On these difficult problems, such
as balancing the budget, neither party
can get the job done by themselves. It
is going to take both parties to get the
job done in the right way for the Amer-
ican people.

I am very proud, though, of a couple
of points in this bill. Again, I show the
Meyers family from Shreveport. Be-
cause of the good work that we did
here in the Senate, and with the lead-
ership of the President—and I will say
many of the Democrats supported the
expansion of this $500 child tax credit
to hard-working, not welfare but hard-
working middle-class and moderate-in-
come families—this family, Lois and
Scott Meyers, of Shreveport, will be
able to take part in the $500 tax credit.
Families with earnings up to $110,000
will be able to benefit, which, in Lou-
isiana, covers just about all of our fam-
ilies. The household incomes of 95 per-
cent of our families are under $75,000.
So the work that we did, and the fight
to make this child credit available to
working families like this, I think is
something we can all be very proud of.

Mr. President, 46 percent of Lou-
isiana taxpayers earn less than $20,000
a year—not get less than $20,000, they
work hard and only get $20,000 a year.
This will really help almost 50 percent
of the families in my State and that of
Senator BREAUX, and we are happy for
that victory.

I also want to say how pleased I am
to see our first step, but I hope not our
last step, in providing health care to
uninsured children. Again, these are
children who are of working families,
whose parents have jobs—sometimes
not just one, sometimes not two, but
three jobs—and are still without health
insurance for their children. We could,
as a country, make no better invest-
ment than providing critical health
care to zero to 3, zero to 6—helping
children to develop in ways that will
save us all, as taxpayers, millions and
millions of dollars down the line for
other expenses like criminal justice or
special education. I am looking for-
ward to working with my State leaders
to design the kind of health care pro-
gram for them that is cost-effective,
quality oriented, child centered and
family centered. I am looking forward
to that.
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I also want to say how thrilled I am
about the investment in education. Be-
cause, really, with President Clinton’s
lead, we have now invested more
money in education than since Presi-
dent Johnson was in the White House.
Why is that important? It’s important
because our country doesn’t have a fu-
ture if our children and our workers
are not well educated and well trained,
to take advantage of the jobs and chal-
lenges that the next century will hold.
So the Hope scholarships, the Pell
grant expansions, and the student loan
deductions, I think, are excellent pro-
visions, to say we believe in education.
It is the foundation of our economic de-
velopment plan for the Nation and we
are going to put our money where our
mouth is.

Let me also say to my senior col-
league from Louisiana, who worked so
hard on expanding the IRA, I have
heard many of our colleagues say that
giving people money to spend is what
it’s about. I do believe people can make
good choices about the way they spend
their money. But I think the real need
is to encourage people to save their
money. Our savings rate in this coun-
try is much lower than it needs to be.
If we can encourage people to save for
the right things—to purchase a home,
for catastrophic health care needs, for
education to improve their produc-
tivity and to give hope to their chil-
dren—that is really what this is about.

I thank the members of the com-
mittee for fighting hard for expanding
IRAs. It is important to people every-
where, and very important to people in
Louisiana.

Finally, just a word on the estate tax
and small business and farmers. We be-
lieve, on this side of the aisle, and
there are many on the other side who
thought it was important, if a grand-
mother, grandfather, great-grandfather
built a farm on the sweat of their brow,
invested in their land, invested in their
equipment, they should be able to pass
that farm down to the next generation
without having to sell off the land or
sell off the equipment to pay the taxes
to our Government. We heard that. We
have responded, and we have now given
a tax incentive to be able to pass those
small businesses and farms on, to peo-
ple in our country.

Mr. President, I thank you for the
opportunity to address the body, to say
this is not a perfect bill but it is a very
good step toward getting our fiscal
house in order, to providing much-
needed tax relief to hard-working, mid-
dle-class families in our country and to
making the kind of investments that
are going to make our country even
stronger and more productive in the fu-
ture.

On behalf of the Meyers family, to
the 236,000 children that will be able to
benefit from health care, and to the al-
most 400,000 children that will be able
to benefit from this tax credit, and for
others, I thank you so much and I yield
the floor.

Mr. GORTON addressed the Chair.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, in the
absence of the Senator from Delaware I
believe I am entitled to yield myself 6
minutes from his time.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Of course,
President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington is recognized.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, on all
too many occasions in this body, we
have been a part of debates, pointing
fingers over failure, over a failure to
balance the budget, over a failure to
meet the needs of the American people.
We are in a competition again here
today, but it is a far more pleasant
competition. It is competition for cred-
it for a success. It is my view that
there is plenty of praise to go around
for that success, from the Republicans
and Democrats to the leadership of the
Congress and to the President of the
United States.

I believe we have heeded the counsel
of the people of the United States who
were not willing to trust either party
last November with full control over
the Federal Government, and de-
manded that we work together and
craft solutions to the challenges facing
the American people. So we have
passed a bill that will lead us to a bal-
anced budget. And so we are about to
pass a bill that will: Give needed and
overdue tax relief to the American peo-
ple; a credit to most hard-working
American families of $500 for each of
their children 16 years old and under;
credit and relief for the expenses of
higher education to those same hard-
working middle-class American citi-
zens; relief from the savage impacts of
the death tax on small businesses and
on farms; help for the self-employed, in
paying for the rising cost of health
care insurance; relief from burdensome
taxation on the sale of homes or the
sale of other assets that will lead to
more investment and to better jobs and
opportunities for the future; encour-
agements to save.

Mr. President, is this the last answer
to each of these challenges, to all of
our challenges? It is not. I share with
the Senator from New York, the Sen-
ator from Louisiana, the Senator from
Rhode Island, disappointment that we
missed this opportunity, an oppor-
tunity granted by the courage of Mem-
bers of both parties in this Senate, to
deal with the underlying challenges to
Medicare and to an aging population.
But we did find that we could debate
those issues and vote on those issues
constructively and positively in this
Senate. I believe we have built a base
on which that debate will be renewed
next year, one hopes with real opportu-
nities for success.

We did not simplify the Tax Code in
this bill by any stretch of the imagina-
tion, but I believe we built a founda-
tion upon which we can debate next
year over whether or not we ought to
dramatically simplify and make more
fair and easy to understand and easy to

Mr.
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comply with, our tax system. But the
fact that we didn’t do everything
should not detract from the fact that
we did something. We have moved dra-
matically forward toward a balanced
budget, and dramatically forward to-
ward tax relief for the American peo-
ple.

This is a partnership program for
which much credit is due very widely
and across both parties. I trust that
partnership will be recognized by an
overwhelming vote of approval tomor-
row morning.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, if
the Senator from New Mexico wishes to
speak, I will yield the floor, of course,
but the Senator from Arkansas would
be the next?

Mr. DOMENICI. Senator BUMPERS, do
you want to go next? You are entitled
to.

Mr. BUMPERS. No, I am willing to
let you go and I'll follow you.

Mr. DOMENICI. Thank you very
much.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico is recognized.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, we
are on the threshold of passing the
largest tax cut in 16 years. It’s a pack-
age that benefits Americans of all ages
and in all tax brackets. Mr. President,
82 percent of the benefits in this bill go
to families earning less than $110,000,
during the first 5 years.

I commend the chairman once again,
and the entire Finance Committee and
certainly the ranking member, Senator
MOYNIHAN, for their fine bipartisan
work. The hard-working parents of 45
million children will pay $500 less per
child in taxes as a result of this tax
credit for children—45 million children.
At least 5 million parents with kids in
college and taxpaying students will
have $1,500 per student more to spend
at college, as a result of the tuition
credit, and 7.2 million recent entrants
into the job market will be able to de-
duct their student loan interest. This
package will mean that the American
families will get to keep more of their
hard-earned money, instead of sending
it to Washington. This is a very large
number of American families. I have
just given you the numbers in millions,
and they are very, very significant in
all our towns, all our cities in all areas
of our respective States, be it yours,
Mr. President, or mine.

Let me quickly outline the major
components of this package, because 1
think they are very exciting. Some
have said it is a very small tax cut and,
yes, in terms of our gross domestic
product, or even our total tax, it is not
a very big tax cut. But I believe we
prove here that we can help many,
many Americans, especially those most
entitled to help in areas where we most
want to encourage achievement.

The $500 child credit to help the
working poor and middle class, the
value of the personal exemption has
been eroded over time, and the cost of
raising a family has become more ex-
pensive. We all know in our youth that
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the deduction that our parents got to
take because they had a child they
were raising was a very, very signifi-
cant economic advance to that family.
We let it erode. The credit in this bill
will totally eliminate the Federal in-
come tax burden for more than 30,000
families in New Mexico and 300,000 New
Mexican children’s families will be able
to take credit to reduce their taxes. I
am particularly pleased that the Fi-
nance Committee decided to design the
credit so that the working poor would
also see the benefit of the $500 credit.

In New Mexico, there are 175,087
claimants of the earned-income tax
credit. I applaud the final bill’s ap-
proach. It is a logical sequel to the new
welfare reform laws we have passed, be-
cause it, too, emphasizes moving from
welfare to work.

The $500 child credit will save New
Mexico families $461 million over the
next 5 years. For a small State and a
poor State, that is a lot of money that
will stay home in the pockets of people
and stay in our States. This is money
that they can choose to spend, or they
can save it to meet their needs. A fam-
ily with two children eligible for two
$500 credits would have an extra $1,000
a year in the family budget.

Some think that is not much, but
this would pay the mortgage for 11
months, or pay half of a year’s worth of
car payments, or buy gas for the family
car for 8 months or groceries for 3
months.

In New Mexico, while 78 babies are
born each day, Congress is passing this
bill so that these children and their
families will have a brighter future,
more opportunity and keep more of
their money.

This tax cut is overdue. Let me re-
peat, in 1948, the typical American
family sent 3 percent of its income to
Washington in the form of taxes—3 per-
cent. Today, the number is closer to 25
percent with the Federal tax. Prior to
the passage of this bill, most working
mothers were working to pay taxes in-
stead of improving the standard of liv-
ing for their families, and that isn’t
right. Lowering the tax burden will let
moms’ paychecks go toward family ex-
penses instead. It is not as much as ev-
eryone would like, but certainly better
than doing nothing. As I see it, the en-
tire package is a giant step in the right
direction.

Most people’s vision of America and
the American dream includes a college
education for their children. This bill
helps fund that dream. It is a big ex-
pense and tuition costs have risen far
more than inflation. Parents have told
me that they have nightmares about fi-
nancing college for their children. In
New Mexico, tuition ranges from
$18,700 at St. John’s College, to $2,080
at the University of New Mexico or
New Mexico State. Community and
technical college tuition is about half
that.

This bill provides a number of sepa-
rate provisions that help finance col-
lege, but the most significant of them
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is a $1,500 tax credit that reduces taxes
dollar per dollar for the first $1,000
worth of tuition paid and 50 percent for
the next $1,000 of tuition paid for the
first 2 years of college, community col-
lege or technical school. A good idea.

During the junior and senior years of
college, the tax credit is 20 percent of
the first $5,000 in tuition paid. Over
time, these tax credits get bigger so
that by the year 2002, the tuition tax
credit is $10,000.

I am pleased that the technical col-
leges and community colleges qualify.
They are needed. They are filling an
ever-more important role in our chang-
ing educational needs.

Student loans are one of the broadest
based forms of financial aid for grad-
uate students. They are instrumental
in financing undergraduate study as
well.

The deductibility of student loan in-
terest automatically shifts the benefit
of the provision toward children of low-
and middle-income families. The de-
duction of student loan interest is well
designed to provide annual tax relief,
and can provide a powerful incentive
for more citizens to pursue and push
hard for graduate and advanced de-
grees.

The deduction is phased in: $1,000 in
1998; $1,500 in 1999; $2,000 in 2000, and
$2,500 in 2001.

Mr. President, this bill has a number
of IRA’s that our distinguished chair-
man has been the advocate of. He has
adequately explained them and I won’t
go into them in detail.

This bill also allows penalty-free
withdrawals from all IRA’s for under-
graduate, post-secondary vocational
and graduate education expenses.

The bill also makes the exclusion of
$5,5626 worth of education assistance
paid for by employers permanent. This
provision has helped millions of work-
ers maintain their state-of-the-art
skills. As we move into the 21st cen-
tury life-long learning will be a way of
life.

The great educator Horace Mann
said, ‘‘Education is the great equal-
izer.”

In our technological society the re-
verse is also true, lack of education can
leave people behind. For example,
while in 1980, a student graduating
from college could expect to earn about
45 percent more than a high school
graduate, today the differential has al-
most doubled.

This bill provides $207 million in tax
relief over the next 5 years for New
Mexicans to better educate themselves
and their families.

Actions have consequences and tax
policy has mammoth consequences.
The United States has one of the high-
est capital gains tax rates and one of
the lowest savings rates among the
seventh wealthiest countries in the
worl