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other members of the Webster Hose
Co., this unit has survived and evolved
into a modern fire department that is
highly trained to save the lives and
property of the people of Ansonia.

In celebration of their centennial
birthday, the Webster Hose Co. has
been chosen to host the 114th Connecti-
cut State Fireman’s Convention. This
convention will culminate in a parade
of hundreds of firefighters through
downtown Ansonia on Sunday, Septem-
ber 14, 1997. I am honored to have the
opportunity to walk in this parade, and
I hope that the day’s activities will
serve as a fitting tribute to not only
Ansonia’s firefighters, but to all the
men and women of Connecticut who
risk their own personal safety as they
confront danger to safeguard the well-
being of others.

The men and women of the Webster
Hose Co. exemplify the highest stand-
ard of community service. They also
serve as role models for their long-
standing commitment to their commu-
nity. Some of the current Webster
members are the direct descendants of
the fire service’s founding fathers, and
it is refreshing to see this spirit of pub-
lic service passed on from one genera-
tion to the next. Without these dedi-
cated individuals, the city of Ansonia
would be at a tremendous loss.

| appreciate this opportunity to com-
mend the Webster Hose Co. for a cen-
tury of outstanding service, and | wish
them well as they continue to serve
their community in the years to
come.e®

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM POWELL

® Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I
rise today full of sadness. Mr. William
Powell of Bella Vista, AR, has recently
passed away.

| came to know Mr. Powell as 1 of the
82 American airmen that were held
prisoner of war at the Buchenwald con-
centration camp during World War II.
During my tenure in Congress, | have
introduced two resolutions that would
have given appropriate and well-de-
served recognition to this group of
World War Il prisoners.

These brave airmen were different
from other allied prisoners, because
they were held at Buchenwald—a Nazi
concentration camp—and therefore not
subject to the protections of the Gene-
va Convention.

Tragically, Mr. President, the United
States has never formally recognized
the service, sacrifice, and bravery of
these American airmen while they
were held as political prisoners. Even
more tragically, the United States and
this Congress will never have the op-
portunity to express our admiration to
Mr. Powell.

When | introduced Senate Concurrent
Resolution 32 in this Congress, on
Thursday, June 12, | contacted Mr.
Powell. He responded by saying, and |
quote:

The recognition is long overdue. For dec-
ades, the Department of Defense and the
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International Red Cross have stated that
there were no military personnel in Buchen-
wald. Yet as someone who was imprisoned
there for 4 months, I know of at least 55
other American soldiers who endured the
hardships of this camp. Two men even lost
their lives there. And nearly all suffered dis-
eases later in life because of the treatment
they received while in Buchenwald.

In the late 70s, early 80s, | joined with the
other survivors of Buchenwald to push this
government to recognize our service. We
never wanted any money, we just wanted the
United States Government to say, ‘“Yes you
were there, and we appreciate what you went
through.”

Mr. William Powell was a good man,
a true patriot, and while this resolu-
tion that | spoke of earlier, Senate
Concurrent Resolution 32, has yet to
pass this body, | urge my colleagues to
join with me in passing it, in honor of
Mr. William Powell.

My thoughts and prayers are with his
family.e

THE HONORABLE CANDICE MIL-
LER—THE MARCH OF DIMES’ 1997
ALEXANDER MACOMB CITIZEN
OF THE YEAR

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on
September 24, 1997, the March of Dimes
will honor Michigan Secretary of State
Candice Miller as its 1997 Alexander
Macomb Citizen of the Year. Estab-
lished in 1984, this award is presented
annually to ‘“‘deserving individuals who
have demonstrated outstanding con-
tributions and commitment to improv-
ing the quality of life in his/her com-
munity, the county, and the State of
Michigan.”

Since first elected as a Harrison
Township Trustee over 15 years ago,
Candice Miller has consistently won
the praise and admiration of her col-
leagues, staff, and fellow Michiganians.
As Secretary of State, she has been re-
sponsible for countless initiatives that
have proven to be enormously success-
ful and widely duplicated. But, Sec-
retary Miller’s positive contributions
to Michigan have not been limited to
her role in State government. In so
many ways, she has acted as both a
philanthropist and friend on behalf of
numerous causes ranging from the en-
vironment to the Girl Scouts. These
achievements have not gone unnoticed
or unappreciated.

I am pleased to join the Southeast
Michigan Chapter of the March of
Dimes in recognizing Candice Miller
for her selfless commitment to improv-
ing the lives of others. On this occa-
sion, | commend the March of Dimes
for selecting a most deserving recipient
of this fine award.e®

JOHN, ROSALIE, AND JOE VICARI—
THE MARCH OF DIMES 1997 FAM-
ILY OF THE YEAR

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on
September 24, 1997, the March of Dimes
will honor the Vicari family as the re-
cipients of the 1997 Family of the Year.
Established in 1993, this award is pre-
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sented annually to a family whose out-
standing commitment and support of
the March of Dimes deserves recogni-
tion. And without question, these three
members of the Vicari family are duly
deserving of this honor.

Too infrequently are we introduced
to a family so committed to helping
people in need. On these rare occasions,
we are given an inspiring example of
the profound impact each of us can
have on the lives of our neighbors. The
Vicari family provides the State of
Michigan with an excellent example of
how philanthropic work can be an
amazingly rewarding experience.

All three members of this special
family have remained dedicated over
the years to the generous support of
the efforts of the March of Dimes. The
Vicari family has committed itself to
the cause of preventing birth defects,
and with the extraordinary contribu-
tions of John, Rosalie, and Joe Vicari,
our country has moved that much clos-
er to the realization of this noble and
important goal. On this special occa-
sion, | offer my congratulations to
each of these civic leaders and to the
March of Dimes. | also offer my
thanks, on behalf of the entire State of
Michigan, for the countless number of
children’s lives they have touched.®

CHARLES G. DHARTE, JR.—THE
MARCH OF DIMES’ 1997 ALEXAN-
DER MACOMB CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR

® Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on
September 24, 1997, the March of Dimes
will honor Mr. Charles G. Dharte, Jr. as
its 1997 Alexander Macomb Citizen of
the Year. Established in 1984, this
award is presented annually to ‘‘de-
serving individuals who have dem-
onstrated outstanding contributions
and commitment to improving the
quality of life in his/her community,
the county, and the State of Michi-
an.”

9 Mining through the long list of com-
munity affairs Mr. Dharte has been ac-
tively involved in is an inspiring en-
deavor. | can think of no one more de-
serving of the March of Dimes’ Citizen
of the Year Award than Mr. Dharte.
Through his work as president and di-
rector of the Boys and Girls Clubs of
Southeastern Michigan, as director of
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital-Macomb,
and his many other civic duties, par-
ticularly in the Clinton township area,
his generosity and kindness has been
felt deeply by the many Michiganians
whose lives he has touched.

Mr. Dharte’s dedication to public
service has been recognized by numer-
ous local institutions. In previous
years he has been named Business Per-
son of the Year by the city of Mount
Clemens and Benefactor of the Year by
the Macomb Arts Council and Macomb
Community College. This recent acco-
lade by the March of Dimes testifies to
Mr. Dharte’s continued important good
work in Michigan. | salute him for his
public service, and applaud the March
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