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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the Senate bill, as amended, was
passed.

The title of the Senate bill
amended so as to read:

A bill to provide for the temporary exten-
sion of certain programs relating to public
housing, to reauthorize certain programs re-
lating to housing assistance, and to amend
section 255 of the National Housing Act to
prevent the funding of unnecessary or exces-
sive costs for obtaining a home equity con-
version mortgage, and for other purposes.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

was

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MADAM
SPEAKER

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | just
want to take this opportunity to wish
the gentlewoman a very happy birth-
day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair thanks the gentleman from New
Jersey and pretends that she is young-
er than she really is, or tries to be any-
way.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill (H.R. 2264) making
appropriations for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes, and that |
may include tabular and extraneous
material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1998

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). Pursuant to the order of the
House of Thursday, July 31, 1997, and
rule XXIIl, the Chair declares the
House in the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill, H.R.
2264.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved it-
self into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2264) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1998, and for other purposes,
with Mr. BEREUTER (Chairman pro tem-
pore, in the chair).

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. When
the Committee of the Whole rose on
Thursday, September 11, 1997, the
amendment by the gentleman from In-
diana [Mr. Hostettler] had been dis-
posed of and section 515 was open for
amendment.

Are there further amendments to
this section of the bill?
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Mr. EWING. Mr. Chairman, I move to
strike the last word to engage the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. PORTER], my
esteemed colleague and chairman of
the Subcommittee on Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education, in
a colloquy.

On September 10, 1997, the Senate
voted 91 to 8 to pass an amendment by
Senator CovERDELL of Georgia to the
Senate Labor Health and Human Serv-
ices appropriations bill. This amend-
ment included several proposals de-
signed to help respond to the E. coli
problems we as a nation have experi-
enced recently.

This amendment addresses the E. coli
issue head on by providing funding for
research on the development of im-
proved medical treatment for patients
infected with this disease.

This amendment also provides fund-
ing to help detect and prevent coloniza-
tion of E. coli in live cattle, and
amongst other important provisions
provides the implementation of a study
on the feasibility of irradiating raw red
meet to eliminate the E. coli and to de-
velop a consumer education program
on the process’ safety.

I would strongly urge that Chairman
PORTER look favorably upon this
amendment when deliberations begin
in conference.

Mr. Chairman, | yield to the gen-
tleman from lllinois [Mr. PORTER], the
distinguished subcommittee chairman.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Chairman, | thank
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr.
EwWING], my colleague, for yielding.

I am aware of the amendment per-
taining to E. coli that was accepted on
the Senate bill. While | cannot agree
with the amendment’s approach of tap-
ping funds already appropriated for
other purposes instead of providing an
offset to fund the E. coli initiative, |
think we would all agree that the E.
coli problem is a serious one. | would
expect the House conferees to look fa-
vorably upon action to encourage the
Department of Health and Human
Services to undertake those activities
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highlighted in the amendment which
appropriately fall within the HHS mis-
sion.

In fact, the House bill already pro-
vides an increase for the Centers for
Disease Control infectious diseases pro-
gram to support the new food safety
initiative.

Mr. EWING. | thank the chairman. |
appreciate his interest and concern,
and | hope that the conference commit-
tee will take this matter up.

AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. GOODLING

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Chairman, |
offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore Mr. BE-
REUTER. The Clerk will designate the
amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 5 offered by Mr. GOODLING:

At the end of the bill, insert after the last
section (preceding the short title) the follow-
ing new section:

SEC. . (2) PROHIBITION OF FUNDS FOR NA-
TIONAL TESTING IN READING AND MATHE-
MATICS.—None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used to develop, plan, imple-
ment, or administer any national testing
program in reading or mathematics.

(b) EXcePTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply to the following:

(1) The National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress carried out under sections
411 through 413 of the Improving America’s
Schools Act of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9010-9012).

(2) The Third International Math and
Science Study (TIMSS).

(Mr. GOODLING asked and was given
permission to proceed for 5 additional
minutes.)

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Chairman, |
have been rather disappointed on sev-
eral occasions in the last couple weeks
when it was mentioned by some that
perhaps this was a political argument.
I want to assure everyone this has
nothing to do with politics whatsoever.

My concern and my interest comes
from 22 years as an educator, 22 years
as a teacher, a guidance counselor, a
principal, a superintendent of schools,
a supervisor of student teachers, a
school board president, a PTA presi-
dent. My concern is based simply on
the fact that | believe | have learned a
lot in those 22 years as to how children
learn, why children do not learn, and
what one does in order to have children
learn. As a matter of fact, in March
1991 | wrote an op ed, and that was dur-
ing President Bush’s administration, in
opposition to this very same issue.

We are told, first of all, that 17-year-
olds in this country, some of the most
recent statistics would indicate that 52
percent read fairly well, comprehend
fairly well, and do math and science
quite well. That means that the other
50 percent do poorly.

I would ask all of my colleagues who
are here and all who may be listening
to put themselves in the shoes of that
other 50 percent, that 50 percent that
has not done well and who are not
doing well at the present time. This 50
percent has been tested with every
standardized test there is, whether it is
lowa, whether it is California, Stan-
ford. They have been tested with every
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