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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Sovereign God of our Nation, we ask
You for the supernatural gift of wis-
dom. The Bible tells us wisdom is more
precious than rubies, more important
than riches and honors. Solomon called
wisdom a ‘‘tree of life to those who lay
hold of her.” Your gift of wisdom en-
ables true success, righteousness, jus-
tice, and equity. The Talmud reminds
us that the aim of wisdom is repent-
ance and good deeds. With wisdom, we
turn our lives back to You in authentic
repentance and commit ourselves to do
and say what You guide.

Thank You for the clear invitation to
receive wisdom given us by James,
Jesus’ brother: “If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God who gives
to all liberally and without reproach,
and it will be given him.”’—James 1:5.

Having asked for wisdom, we praise
You in advance for the x ray vision to
see beneath the surface of issues and
discern what is Your will for us and our
beloved Nation. Bless the women and
men of this Senate with a special meas-
ure of wisdom today. Through our Lord
and Saviour. Amen.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader, Senator LOTT of
Mississippi, is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. Thank you, Mr. President.

———
SCHEDULE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we are scheduled to have 30 min-
utes of debate prior to a vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on the sub-
stitute amendment to S. 830, the FDA
reform bill. This is the second cloture
vote we have had to have on this very
important bipartisan legislation to re-
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form the Food and Drug Administra-
tion so that medicines and medical de-
vices can get to the American people in
a responsible and reasonable period of
time so that they don’t have worse
health conditions, or even death in
many instances. We are scheduled to
have a rollcall vote at 10 a.m. this
morning on cloture, if it is required.
And we had hoped to go ahead and do
that and then go back to the Interior
appropriations bill and complete that,
and then come back to FDA.

We have a Senator that has an illness
this morning who would like very
much to be able to make this vote. So
we are contacting all of the managers
of the legislation that is pending this
morning, including the Interior appro-
priations committee, to see if we can
maybe take some additional time this
morning on Interior appropriations. If
we can get that worked out, we may
delay that 10 o’clock vote until either
say 11:15 or 12:15 in an effort that I
know all Members would want to make
to accommodate this Senator who is
anxious not to miss the vote.

So we will ask our colleagues on both
sides to cooperate as we try to use this
time for constructive debate and see
then exactly what time we could ex-
pect these votes to occur.

Under the consent agreement that we
entered into last week, Members have
until 10 a.m. today to file second-de-
gree amendments to the FDA reform
bill. After the disposition of that clo-
ture vote and/or the FDA reform bill,
depending on what we can work out,
then we will resume consideration of
H.R. 2107, the Interior appropriations
bill. Senators can expect additional
votes throughout the day either on the
FDA reform package or on the Interior

appropriations bill.
I will ask the managers of the FDA

bill to work with us on this and cooper-
ate with us so that we can have some
orderly consideration of both the FDA
and the Interior appropriations bill.
Hopefully we will go to Interior after
we invoke cloture again on FDA re-
form, then allow Senators that are in-

terested to continue to work together,
and then see if we can get an agree-
ment to complete action on FDA re-
form in a reasonable time this week.

Does the Senator from Vermont want
me to yield at this point?

Mr. JEFFORDS. Yes. If the Senator
will yield, my understanding was when
we went home this weekend that we
would be ready to close the bill and
have all amendments with time agree-
ments. Now my understanding from
the minority is that they are not in
agreement on one particular provision
of the substitute. Thus, I would believe
we should go forward with the cloture
vote. We are ready, though, with a
number of amendments for which I be-
lieve we have agreements. We could ad-
dress those in the interim while we try
to work out the final amendment.

Mr. LOTT. I was under the impres-
sion last week that there was one re-
maining issue where there was dis-
agreement, and there was a lot of dis-
cussion about that—the so-called cos-
metics portion of the bill. I was not in-
volved in the substance of that discus-
sion. But I understand Senators did
work out an agreement and that mat-
ter has been resolved. But I understand
as well that there is another issue.

I just wonder how long this is going
to go on.

Mr. JEFFORDS. I do, too. I under-
stood that all matters were taken care
of. But now I understand from the lead-
er of the minority that is not the
case—that they still have this problem
with respect to one provision. But we
are ready to go ahead with all of the
other amendments and believe we
should expeditiously go to the cloture
vote whenever the situation presents
itself, as the leader outlined.

Mr. LOTT. I thank the Senator from
Vermont. I know he is committed to
getting this legislation completed.
There are very few bills that I have
seen that have such broad bipartisan
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