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Lee has led a rich and remarkable life which

began in 1928 when she was born in Indian-
apolis, Indiana to parents who were immi-
grants from Eastern Europe. She spent her
childhood in Brooklyn, New York. An excellent
student, she was valedictorian of her junior
high school class at P.S. 109.

In 1943, Lee’s parents moved to Los Ange-
les, where in 1945 she graduated from Susan
Miller Dorsey High School at the age of 16. It
was at this time that she explored her interest
in flying. It was her mother’s concern for her
safety that persuaded her to quit flying to con-
centrate on her studies at Los Angeles Com-
munity College. However, when World War II
ended she was unable to continue her studies
as she would have liked because of the many
schedule changes required to accommodate
the returning veterans.

It was in 1947 that Lee met and fell in love
with Jack Welinsky, and the following year
they were married. Their first child, Howard,
was born a year later, and their daughter,
Sandra followed in 1954. During these years
she devoted herself to raising a family. De-
spite those demands, she helped Jack with his
auto supply business and supported Howard
and Sandra through college at UCLA.

In 1976, Lee suffered the loss of her hus-
band Jack and her mother. In the wake of that
loss, she decided that at age 48, it was time
to resume her formal education, this time at
West Los Angeles College. As with every im-
portant undertaking, she pursued it with great
commitment and determination. That commit-
ment and determination enabled her to grad-
uate with honors with an Associate of Arts de-
gree in 1981, and in 1984 she graduated Cum
Laude from California State University,
Domiguez Hills with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Accounting. In 1989, at the age of 62,
Lee graduated from the University of West Los
Angeles School of Law with a Juris Doctor de-
gree and later passed the bar on her first at-
tempt.

Lee is currently an attorney with the Santa
Monica Rent Control Agency, where her ex-
pertise in landlord-tenant issues has made her
a vital resource. She has been honored by the
Culver City Council for her work on the Culver
City Rent Control Board. She is also a volun-
teer attorney at the Bet Tzedek legal clinic
where she counsels low income people with
landlord-tenant problems.

Throughout her busy and active life, Lee
has always been involved in politics and the
debate over public policy. She has served as
a member of the Culver City Planning Com-
mission, President of the Culver City Demo-
cratic Club, and President of her union at the
City of Santa Monica Rent Control Agency. In
1994 she was honored as ‘‘Democrat of the
Year’’ by her Assembly District Democratic
Committee. She is currently a delegate to the
Democratic State Convention, and has been
elected to serve on the Executive Board of the
California Democratic Party.

In her modest way Lee would insist that her
greatest accomplishment has been her family.
As with all her other important endeavors, she
has embraced the role of grandmother to
Sandra’s two children, Jennifer and David,
with enthusiasm. She continues to be involved
in their lives and with them she indulges her
great love of travel.

Mr. Speaker, Lee Welinsky is an exceptional
individual whose life of service to her family
and her community stands as an example for

us all. I know that my colleagues join me in
honoring her many achievements and con-
tributions and in wishing her a very happy
70th birthday.
f
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is with
a great deal of personal pleasure that I recog-
nize the major accomplishments of an individ-
ual who dedicated his career to serving the in-
terests of our country by strengthening our na-
tional security for the past 37 years.

On January 1, 1998 Mr. A. Lowell Lawson
will retire as Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of Raytheon E-Systems. Under Mr.
Lawson’s leadership, E-Systems has contrib-
uted vitally to the effectiveness of the national
intelligence community. In doing so, E-Sys-
tems contributed substantially to the United
States being victorious in the Cold War—and
in keeping us ever vigilant even today.

Mr. Lawson currently is a Raytheon Com-
pany Executive Vice President and a member
of Raytheon’s Board of Directors since 1995.

Mr. Lawson has served as head of E-Sys-
tems since August 1994. Prior to that he was
President and CEO, beginning January 1994.
In April of 1989, Mr. Lawson was elected
President and Chief Operating Officer.

Mr. Lawson was born on January 16, 1938
in Macon, Georgia. He graduated from Warner
Robins High School in Warner Robins, Geor-
gia in 1956.

After graduating from the University of Geor-
gia with a Bachelor of Science in mathematics
in 1960, Mr. Lawson served as a contract
price analyst at Warner Robins Logistics Cen-
ter, Robins Air Force Base, Georgia.

Mr. Lawson joined E-Systems in 1964 as
supervisor of proposal and cost analysis and
later became manager of cost and services in
the Greenville Division. He was assigned to
the corporate staff as manager of corporate fi-
nancial controls in 1965. He was promoted to
director of corporate financial controls in 1969,
and in 1970 became vice president-finance
and division controller at the Memcor Division
in Huntington, Indiana. Early in 1973 he was
named Vice President and Corporate Control-
ler of E-Systems. He was promoted to the po-
sition of Vice President and General Manager
of the Greenville Division in 1978.

Mr. Lawson was named Senior Vice Presi-
dent and group executive of the Aircraft Sys-
tems Group in 1983. In April 1987, he was
elected to the position of Executive Vice Presi-
dent, and served in that capacity until his elec-
tion as President and COO.

His service is exemplified in his support and
participation as a member of the Air Force As-
sociation, American Defense Preparedness
Association, Association of the United States
Army, Armed Forces Communications and
Electronics Association, Association of Old
Crows, and Navy League of the United States.
He has served on the University of Texas at
Dallas Engineering School Advisory Board,
and was previously a member of the Business

Advisory Council of the East Texas State Uni-
versity.

He resides in Greenville, Texas and is a
deacon at the Ridgecrest Baptist Church, past
treasurer and member of the Board of Direc-
tors of Dallas Bible College, and has served
on the Industrial Development Fund Board for
the city of Greenville, Texas.

Mr. Lawson is married to the former Carol
Few of Apalachee, Georgia. They have two
sons, Andrew Lowell, III and Steven Bryan,
and seven grandchildren.

I cannot imagine any person being more
successful—more productive—and yet so ca-
pable of friendship. I am very lucky to be a
friend of Lowell and of his family.

Mr. Speaker, fellow colleagues, please join
me in paying tribute to the exemplary accom-
plishments of Mr. A. Lowell Lawson, for a life-
time of achievements as a business leader,
patriot, and servant of the United States of
America.
f

COMMEMORATION OF SAC-
RAMENTO MUNICIPAL UTILITY
DISTRICT’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. VIC FAZIO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 1998

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate and celebrate the re-
cent 50th anniversary of Sacramento’s non-
profit, community-owned electric company—
the Sacramento Municipal Utility District—
commonly known as SMUD.

Dissatisfied with high electric rates, on July
2, 1923, Sacramento voters overcame tremen-
dous opposition to approve the creation of
SMUD. Although SMUD became a legal entity
in 1923, it was another 23 years before the
courts upheld the District’s right to supply
power to the capital region. On New Year’s
Eve 1946, SMUD began operations.

Throughout its history, SMUD has survived
numerous challenges: fighting to restore
power during floods and windstorms, teaching
customers how to conserve power during the
energy crisis of the 1970’s, and successfully
responding to the closure of Rancho Seco nu-
clear power plant in 1989. And through it all,
SMUD has remained true to its customers. It
has consistently sought and developed new
and environmentally friendly sources of power.
It has educated the public on energy con-
servation and efficiency when it became a crit-
ical national problem. SMUD is currently rec-
ognized as an industry leader in energy effi-
ciency and in renewable energy.

For several years, SMUD has been invest-
ing in renewable energy sources such as solar
and geothermal power plants. Other strategic
planning on the part of SMUD, such as ag-
gressive power-purchasing throughout the
western U.S., has kept customer rates con-
stant since 1990. SMUD has committed itself
to hold customer rates constant until 2001,
then reduce them by as much as 20 percent.

In California beginning this year, customers
will begin to have a choice of electric sup-
plier—similar to how they currently choose
their long-distance telephone company. Last
summer, SMUD became the first utility in Cali-
fornia to begin offering customers a choice. A
limited number of customers, whose combined
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