S1288

these important UN efforts and know
that the United States could not ask
for more outstanding representation in
these venues.®

—————

“HUMANITARIANS OF THE YEAR”
AWARD RECIPIENTS

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge the good work of
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Austin, of Grosse
Pointe, Michigan. Together, as a team,
Dr. and Mrs. Austin have worked on be-
half of numerous charitable organiza-
tions in Southeastern Michigan for al-
most thirty years. Dr. Austin, a neuro-
surgeon, and Mrs. Dale Austin, a civic
leader, consistently and selflessly con-
tribute both their time and effort to
their surrounding community and to
the State of Michigan.

It is with great pleasure that I an-
nounce that Dr. And Mrs. Austin are
recipients of this year’s March of
Dimes ‘“‘Humanitarians of the Year
Award.” The Austins are being honored
with this award as a result of their
combined contributions to their com-
munity. They will be given their
awards at the 26th Annual March of
Dimes Sweetheart Ball on Saturday,
March 7, 1998 in Dearborn, Michigan. I
extend my sincerest congratulations to
Dr. And Mrs. Austin.e

——————

“HUMANITARIANS OF THE YEAR”
AWARD RECIPIENT

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge Mr. Don H.
Barden, of Detroit, Michigan, for his
strong commitment to causes that ben-
efit the Detroit community. Mr.
Barden, a businessman, has guided the
Barden Companies Inc. from revenues
of $600,000 to over $90 million in 11
years, making it the thirteenth largest
black-owned business in the country.
In addition, Mr. Barden is active in a
variety of civic and business groups.

It is with great pleasure that I an-
nounce that he is the recipient of this
year’s March of Dimes ‘“‘Humanitarians
of the Year Award.” Mr. Barden is
being honored with this award as a re-
sult of his strong commitment to the
Detroit community. He will be given
his award at the 26th Annual March of
Dimes Sweetheart Ball on Saturday,
March 7, 1998 in Dearborn, Michigan. 1
extend my sincerest congratulations to
Mr. Barden.e

———

“HUMANITARIANS OF THE YEAR”
AWARD RECIPIENT

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge Tony Soave, of
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan for the
contributions he has made to the De-
troit area, as well as to the State of
Michigan. Mr. Soave is the president of
Soave Industries. Under his guidance,
City Management Corporation, the en-
vironmental arm of Soave Enterprises,
became the largest independent waste
management company in Michigan and
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an industry leader in environmental
practices and community responsi-
bility. City Management Corporation
has contributed greatly to the commu-
nity by ‘“‘adopting’ schools in Detroit,
sponsoring students in co-op education
programs and offering scholarships.
Tony has also made possible the res-
toration of economic life to abandoned
and underutilized properties.

It is with great pleasure that I an-
nounce that he is the recipient of this
year’s March of Dimes ‘‘Humanitarians
of the Year Award.” Mr. Soave is being
honored with this award as a result of
his strong commitment to the Detroit
community. He will be given his award
at the 26th Annual March of Dimes
Sweetheart Ball on Saturday, March 7,
1998 in Dearborn, Michigan. I extend
my sincerest congratulations to my
very good friend Tony Soave.®

————————

“HUMANITARIANS OF THE YEAR”
AWARD RECIPIENT

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge Anne Simons, of
Detroit, Michigan for her tireless com-
mitment to countless charitable causes
in the Metro-Detroit area. I am very
proud, on behalf of the State of Michi-
gan, to recognize her activity in many
organizations.

It is with great pleasure that I an-
nounce that Ms. Simons is the recipi-
ent of this year’s March of Dimes ‘“‘Hu-
manitarians of the Year Award.” Ms.
Simons is being honored with this
award as a result of her strong vol-
untary commitment to the Detroit
community. She will be given her
award at the 26th Annual March of
Dimes Sweetheart Ball on Saturday,
March 7, 1998 in Dearborn, Michigan. I
extend my sincerest congratulations to
Ms. Simons.e

————————

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR ERNEST
THOMPSON

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Mayor Ernest
Thompson who has announced his re-
tirement after 26 years as Mayor of
Artesia, New Mexico. I am proud to
honor this great New Mexican, who
personifies leadership and commitment
to public service and to his commu-
nity.

Mr. Thompson was first elected
Mayor of Artesia in 1972 and has served
continually for seven terms since then.
A lot has changed in Artesia since
Mayor Thompson was first elected. He
remembers that when he first started,
the city had no money for some of the
most basic municipal necessities. For
example, he remembers that the gar-
bage trucks didn’t even have doors.

Mayor Thompson has helped to turn
the city around. Under him, the city’s
equipment has been improved, new con-
struction has been started, and
Artesia’s economy has flourished. Dur-
ing his tenure, Mayor Thompson has
been pivotal in bringing the Federal
Law Enforcement Training Center to
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Artesia, in improving the conditions of
the streets and parks and in the cre-
ation of Artesia’s industrial park, po-
lice and fire stations, a retard dam, and
many other projects important to the
community of Artesia.

Mayor Thompson has not only been
an active mayor for Artesia; he has
also served in many other leadership
roles. He has been a member of the Na-
tional League of Cities, Southeastern
New Mexico Economic Development
District, and the New Mexico Munic-
ipal League, for which he has served as
President, and as well as First and Sec-
ond Vice President

He is also a tireless contributor to
community organizations. He has
served as president of the Artesia Ro-
tary Club, the New Mexico Gideons, the
Artesia Quarterback Club, and the Par-
ents and Boosters Clubs. He is the Fi-
nance Chairman for the First Meth-
odist Church of Artesia and has a 46
year association with the Boy Scouts
of America, for which he has served as
everything from Cub Master to District
Chairman. He is also the recipient of
the Boy Scouts’ Silver Beaver Award.

Mayor Thompson has been involved
in so much as Mayor that we are
thankful for, but he would probably
say his greatest accomplishment is his
marriage of over 55 years to his wife,
Grace. Together, they have one son and
two grandchildren.

Mr. President, I would like to take
this opportunity to personally thank
Earnest Thompson for his years of
dedication. New Mexico will miss his
tireless service and we all wish him and
his family the best in the coming
years.®

———

RETIRING ARTESIA MAYOR
ERNEST THOMPSON

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
to pay tribute to a man who is an ac-
complished public servant and friend—
Ernest Thompson, mayor for the City
of Artesia, New Mexico. On March 3,
Mayor Thompson retires after guiding
this southeastern New Mexico commu-
nity for the past 26 years.

Without any hesitation, it can be
said that Artesia, the self-proclaimed
“City of Champions,” is a better place
to live because of Ernest Thompson.

I want to personally thank Mayor
Thompson for being a friend and com-
patriot over the years. He ascended to
the mayorship of Artesia in 1972, the
same year I was elected to the U.S.
Senate. Since then, we have developed
a very good personal and working rela-
tionship that I believe has been as re-
warding to the people of Artesia as it
has been to us personally.

Having once been in a mayoral posi-
tion myself, I recognize Mayor Thomp-
son’s 26 years of public service as an
example for anyone who wants to be in
politics at the local level. His tenure
represents a shining example of dedica-
tion, persistence, hard work, honesty
and integrity.

Like the artesian wells that were
once common in the area, Artesians



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-26T13:28:48-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




