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So it is my hope that we will all take
a deep breath, let Mr. Starr continue
his investigation, put it on the back
burner, take the pressure off the Presi-
dent, give him the presumption of in-
nocence until the investigation is com-
pleted, and give Mr. Starr the similar
presumption of propriety as to what he
is doing so we can move forward to the
very important business at hand in this
country, including the ISTEA legisla-
tion.

I note the hour of 10:45 has come. And
ISTEA is the pending business which
will occupy the country, much to the
benefit of the country, contrasted with
the matters relating to Mr. Starr and
the President on that pending inves-
tigation.

| thank the Chair and yield the floor.

THE BULLETPROOF VEST
PARTNERSHIP ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, during a
much earlier stage in my life, 1 was a
police officer. It was a different time.
Police officers were treated much dif-
ferently then than now. One of the
things | did not have to worry about
was wearing any type of bulletproof
vest or body armor. That is not the
case today. Things are much different
than when | was a police officer.

Now all law enforcement officers in
the United States, sadly, must be con-
cerned about being shot or in some way
harmed as a result of their being a po-
lice officer. Because of that, Mr. Presi-
dent, I am very happy to commend this
body for the passage of the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Act, which was
passed last night by unanimous con-
sent in this body. | commend Senators
LEAHY, CAMPBELL and HATCH for work-
ing on this legislation with this Sen-
ator and others. We ask that this mat-
ter be acted on very quickly by the
House and sent to the President as
soon as possible.

This bipartisan legislation creates a
$25 million fund and a 50 percent
matching grant program within the
Department of Justice to help State
and local law enforcement agencies
purchase body armor and bulletproof
vests. The State of Nevada will receive
at least $200,000 each year for this.

According to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, more than 30 percent of
the approximately 1,200 police officers
who have been killed by firearms since
1980—30 percent, | repeat—would have
had their lives saved if they had been
wearing bulletproof vests or body
armor of some Kkind.

The FBI estimates that the risk of
fatality to officers while not wearing
these body protectors is almost 14
times higher than those wearing such
body protection. We hear all the time
about police officers who do not have
the same protection that criminals
have. And that is the truth. It is a sad
state of affairs when criminals many
times are better protected on our
streets than our law enforcement offi-
cials are.
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We cannot allow the criminal ele-
ment to have the upper hand. One
thing we can do is what we are doing in
this legislation to protect law enforce-
ment officers all over the country, in-
cluding the State of Nevada, who put
their lives on the line every day to pro-
tect us—our property and our person.

Boulder City Police Officer David
Mullin, who acts as the chief of police
of Boulder City said:

These vests are real life savers. They not
only help protect officers from attacks in-
volving guns and knives, they have [even]
saved many officers from major injuries or
death in traffic accidents. Unfortunately, [he
goes on to say] there is a real difficulty in
meeting purchasing and replacement [costs
of these instruments].

These body-protection elements will
go a long way in helping law enforce-
ment in Nevada. Bulletproof vests can
cost $1,000. They cost that much
money. Nevada Highway Patrol Col.
Michael E. Hood recently recounted a
story about Maj. Dan Hammack, of the
Nevada Highway Patrol. He stopped
someone. The person immediately got
out of the car—this is a routine traffic
stop —and shot Major Hammack in the
stomach. Had he been wearing this
armor, he would not have been injured
at all.

Unfortunately, the accounts of Chief
David Mullin and Highway Patrol Col.
Michael Hood are stories that are
heard all over the country on a daily
basis. The Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Act will ensure that all our law
enforcement officials will have the
ability to be equipped and protected for
their jobs. | think this legislation
should move as quickly as possible in
the House so we can save the lives of
police officers on a daily basis in this
country.

Mr. WARNER addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. | say to the Senator, |
would very much like to be a cosponsor
with the Senator. | find, Mr. President,
in my work in the Senate that when
Senator REID speaks, | listen. He has
made a very valuable contribution to
the highway bill as a member of our
committee. | have followed this same
subject for some time. | know that law
enforcement across the land would be
heartened by this initiative. It is long
overdue, Senator.

Mr. REID. | say to my friend from
Virginia, the law enforcement officials
in Virginia have the same difficulty as
the law enforcement officials in Ne-
vada and the rest of the country. As we
come home late at night, | see, along
the parkway going to my home in Vir-
ginia, police officers have pulled some-
body over. It is dark at night and they
are out there alone. That is a frighten-
ing thing. Think of how that man or
woman who has to do that feels in the
dead of night, pulling over somebody,
and they don’t know for sure who is in
the car. They know something is wrong
or they wouldn’t pull the car over.

What this legislation does is give
them an even break. They have some
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protection if this person, in their cow-
ardly manner, gets out and shoots
them. These body protectors will stop a
bullet from Killing them. It will still
hurt, but it will stop the bullet from
Killing them.

| express my appreciation to the sen-
ior Senator from Virginia for his kind
comments and his usually fine advo-
cacy on behalf of the people of Virginia
and this country.

Mr. WARNER. | thank the Senator,
and | ask unanimous consent | be made
a cosponsor of the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO MR. GEORGE T.
SINGLEY, Il

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | would
like to recognize the professional dedi-
cation, vision, and public service of Mr.
George T. Singley, Ill. He is retiring
after 33 years of military and civilian
service in the Department of Defense,
most recently, as Acting Director of
Defense Research and Engineering
[DDR&E]. A native of Delaware, and a
long time Virginia resident, Mr.
Singley is a nationally and inter-
nationally renowned technology leader.
As both Deputy and Acting Director of
Defense Research and Engineering, he
has guided our nation’s Science and
Technology (S&T) defense effort for
several years.

His extraordinary vision and strong
leadership have dramatically enhanced
the defense S&T program. This con-
tribution significantly improved our
efforts to field a force whose techno-
logical superiority remains unchal-
lenged, now, and well into the next
century. He has focused the defense
S&T program on developing capabili-
ties necessary to achieve the goals of
future joint warfighting, as expressed
in the Chairman’s Joint Vision 2010.

Before coming to DDR&E, Mr.
Singley served as the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Research
and Technology. He was responsible for
the Army’s entire S&T program. This
program, spanning 21 laboratories and
centers with approximately 10,000 sci-
entists/engineers had an annual budget
of $1.4 billion. Mr. Singley also was the
chief scientist to both the Secretary of
the Army and the Assistant Secretary
of the Army for Research, Development
and Acquisition. As a Program Execu-
tion Officer in the Army, he led five
helicopter program offices. He pio-
neered the Light Helicopter Experi-
mental (LHX) program, better known
as Comanche, which became the
Army’s first stealth helicopter pro-
gram. A truly remarkable career.

Mr. Singley is Chairman of the Exec-
utive Board of the American Helicopter
Society. He served as their President
from May 1996 through April 1997. He is
a past Vice President of the Army
Aviation Association of America, and a
member of the Association of the
United States Army. His numerous
awards include:
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