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‘‘(I) the total of the number of nationals of

that country who were excluded from admis-
sion or withdrew their application for admis-
sion during such previous fiscal year as a
nonimmigrant visitor, and

‘‘(II) the total number of nationals of that
country who were admitted as nonimmigrant
visitors during such previous fiscal year and
who violated the terms of such admission,
was less than 2 percent of the total number
of nationals of that country who applied for
admission as nonimmigrant visitors during
such previous fiscal year.

‘‘(ii) In the case of a country which was a
pilot program country in the previous fiscal
year, the Attorney General may not redesig-
nate such country as a pilot program coun-
try unless the Attorney General has made a
precise numerical estimate of the figures
under clauses (i)(I) and (i)(II) and reports
those figures to the Committees on the Judi-
ciary of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives within 30 days after the end of
the fiscal year. As of September 30, 1999, any
such estimates shall be based on data col-
lected from the automated entry-exit con-
trol system mandated by section 110 of Pub-
lic Law 104–708.

‘‘(iii) In the case of a country which was a
pilot program country in the previous fiscal
year and which was first admitted to the
visa waiver pilot program prior to Septem-
ber 30, 1997, the Attorney General may not
redesignate such country as a pilot program
country unless the country certifies that it
has issued or will issue as of a date certain
machine-readable and highly fraud-resistant
passports and unless the country subse-
quently complies with any such certification
commitments.

‘‘(B) NEW COUNTRIES.—In the case of a
country to which the clauses of subpara-
graph (A) do not apply, such country may
not be designated as a pilot program country
unless the following requirements are met:

‘‘(i) LOW NONIMMIGRANT VISA REFUSAL RATE
IN PREVIOUS 2-YEAR PERIOD.—The average
number of refusals of nonimmigrant visitor
visas for nationals of that country during
the two previous full fiscal years was less
than 3.0 percent of the total number of non-
immigrant visitor visas for nationals of that
country which were granted or refused dur-
ing those years.

‘‘(ii) LOW NONIMMIGRANT VISA REFUSAL RATE
IN EACH OF THE 2 PREVIOUS YEARS.—The aver-
age number of refusals of nonimmigrant visi-
tor visas for nationals of that country during
either of such two previous full fiscal years
was less than 3.5 percent of the total number
of nonimmigrant visitor visas for nationals
of that country which were granted or re-
fused during that year.

‘‘(iii) COMMENCEMENT OF AUTHORIZED PE-
RIOD FOR QUALIFYING COUNTRIES.—No country
qualifying under the criteria in clauses (i)
and (ii) may be newly designated as a pilot
program country prior to October 1, 1998.

‘‘(C) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR OTHER
COUNTRIES.—For every country from which
nonimmigrants seek entry into the United
States, the Attorney General shall make a
precise numerical estimate of the figures
under subparagraph (A)(i) (I) and (II) and re-
port those figures to the Committees on the
Judiciary of the Senate and the House of
Representatives within 30 days after the end
of the fiscal year.

‘‘(4) INITIAL PERIOD.—For purposes of para-
graph (3), the term ‘initial period’ means the
period beginning at the end of the 30-day pe-
riod described in section 2(c)(1) of the Visa
Waiver Pilot Program Reauthorization Act
of 1997 and ending on the last day of the first
fiscal year which begins after such 30-day pe-
riod.’’.

(b) AUTHORIZED PILOT PROGRAM PERIOD.—
Section 217(f) of that Act is amended by

striking ‘‘September 30, 1997’’ and inserting
‘‘September 30, 2000’’.

(c) DEVELOPMENT OF AUTOMATED ENTRY

CONTROL SYSTEM.—(1) As of the date of en-
actment of this Act, no country may be
newly designated as a pilot program country
until the end of the 30-day period beginning
on the date that the Attorney General sub-
mits to the Committees on the Judiciary of
the House of Representatives and the Senate
a certification that the automated entry-exit
control system described in paragraph (2) is
operational.

(2) The automated entry-exit control sys-
tem is the system mandated by section 110 of
Public Law 104–208 as applied at all ports of
entry excluding the land borders.

SEC. 3. REPORT ON AUTOMATED ENTRY-EXIT
CONTROL SYSTEM.

(a) Within six months after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney General
shall report to the Committees on the Judi-
ciary of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives on her plans for and the feasibil-
ity of developing an automated entry-exit
control system that would operate at the
land borders of the United States and that
would—

(1) collect a record of departure for every
alien departing the United States and match
the records of departure with the record of
the alien’s arrival in the United States; and

(2) enable the Attorney General to iden-
tify, through on-line searching procedures,
lawfully admitted nonimmigrants who re-
main in the United States beyond the period
authorized by the Attorney General.

(b) Such report shall assess the costs and
feasibility of various means of operating
such an automated entry-exit control sys-
tem; shall evaluate how such a system could
be implemented without increasing border
traffic congestion and border crossing delays
and, if any such system would increase bor-
der crossing delays, evaluate to what extent
such congestion or delays would increase;
and shall estimate the length of time that
would be required for any such system to be
developed and implemented at the land bor-
ders.

MOTION OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF TEXAS

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to the rule, I offer a motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. SMITH of Texas moves to strike out
all after the enacting clause of the Senate
bill, S. 1178, and insert in lieu thereof the
text of the bill, H.R. 2578, as passed by the
House.

The motion was agreed to.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed.

The title of the Senate bill was
amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill to
amend the Immigration and National-
ity Act to modify and extend the visa
waiver pilot program, and to provide
for the collection of data with respect
to the number of nonimmigrants who
remain in the United States after the
expiration of the period of stay author-
ized by the Attorney General.’’

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

A similar House bill (H.R. 2578) was
laid on the table.

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE TO FILE REPORT ON
H.R. 2400, BUILDING EFFICIENT
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION AND
EQUITY ACT OF 1997

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure
have until midnight, Wednesday,
March 25, 1998, to file a report to ac-
company the bill (H.R. 2400) to author-
ize funds for federal-aid highways,
highway safety programs, transit pro-
grams, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
f

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE TO HAVE UNTIL
MIDNIGHT, FRIDAY, MARCH 27,
1998, TO FILE SUPPLEMENTAL
REPORT ON H.R. 2400, BUILDING
EFFICIENT SURFACE TRANSPOR-
TATION AND EQUITY ACT OF 1997

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure may
file a supplemental report to the bill
(H.R. 2400) to authorize funds for fed-
eral-aid highways, highway safety pro-
grams, transit programs, and for other
purposes, at any time before midnight,
March 27, 1998.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
f

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE STEVEN SCHIFF,
REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
privileged resolution (H. Res. 395) and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 395
Resolved, That the House has heard with

profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able Steven Schiff, a Representative from
the State of New Mexico.

Resolved, That a committee of such Mem-
bers of the House as the Speaker may des-
ignate, together with such Members of the
Senate as may be joined, be appointed to at-
tend the funeral.

Resolved, That the Sergeant at Arms of the
House be authorized and directed to take
such steps as may be necessary for carrying
out the provisions of these resolutions and
that the necessary expenses in connection
therewith be paid out of the contingent fund
of the House.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. SKEEN)
is recognized for 1 hour.
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