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of the School Improvement Plan Committee,
Language Arts Representative, and WASA
member of the Superintendents Advisory
Committee.

Matthew C. Ethen is currently a Social Stud-
ies Teacher at Fresno Unified School District’s
Edison High School. Matthew Ethen has an
extensive Military Background. He is a Com-
missioned Second Lieutenant in the Army
ROTC and an Adjutant to the HHD 818th
Transportation Battalion, where he was re-
sponsible for the training and welfare of 50
Army Reserves. He has also served as an Ex-
ecutive Officer, Captain, and Operations Offi-
cer. Outside his military service, he has
served as a tutor, an assistant to a university
professor, and a student teacher. Other re-
sponsibilities of his have included acting as an
Educational Services Assistant for the Fresno
Bee and an Educational Consultant for West
Publishing Company. He has taught at Edison
High School since 1991. Matthew Ethen
earned his Bachelor of Science Degree at St.
Cloud University and his teaching credential
from California State University, Fresno.

Diane Jackson is currently the Principal of
Fresno Unified School District's Bullard
T.A.L.LE.N.T. Elementary School. During her
teaching career, Diane Jackson was a Lan-
guage Arts Teacher at Orcutt Junior High in
Santa Maria, a Resource Specialist at Fitch
Middle School of Monterey, a Reading Spe-
cialist at Seaside High School of Monterey,
and an instructor at Chapman University. Her
administrative experience began in 1981 when
she took on the position of Curriculum Coordi-
nator for the Monterey Peninsula Unified
School District. She moved on to become Ele-
mentary Principle of Crumpton Elementary
School in Monterey from 1986-1989, Elemen-
tary Principal of Indianola Elementary School
in Selma from 1989-1993, and a K-8 Prin-
cipal in Coarsegold, California from 1993-
1996. Diane Jackson earned her Bachelor of
Arts degree in English at the University of
California at Santa Barbara and a Master of
Arts degree from California State University,
San Jose.

Mr. Speaker, it is with greater honor that |
congratulate Scott Johnson, Michael Walsh,
Linda Coleman, Matthew Ethen, and Diane
Jackson for being recognized with the 1998
Excellence in Teaching Awards. Their devo-
tion and care for education serves as a model
for all individuals involved in education. | ask
my colleagues to join me in wishing Scott
Johnson, Michael Walsh, Linda Coleman, Mat-
thew Ethen, and Diane Jackson many more
years of success.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today is a great day
for supporters of campaign finance reform. It
appears that after long last the leadership of
the House of Representatives has agreed to
allow an open, honest debate on campaign fi-
nance reform. The will of the people has over-
taken the reluctance of the leadership in this
crucial debate.

| began delivering a daily statement on cam-
paign finance reform after the House failed to
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pass legislation by July 4th of 1997. That was
the date the President challenged Congress to
pass comprehensive reform. Since | began my
daily statements | have received overwhelming
encouragement from the people of western
Wisconsin who have told me that Congress
must do something about the big money in
politics. | am pleased that the leadership has
finally given in to the demands of a majority of
the members of the House who have advo-
cated for real campaign finance reform.

This struggle is not over yet. We have re-
ceived false promises before. | will continue to
remind the leadership of their promise to allow
an open and fair debate until that promise is
kept.

Ipam pleased that the base bill for debate
will be H.R. 2183, the Bipartisan Campaign In-
tegrity Act. This is a bipartisan bill, worked out
among freshman members the House. The
freshman bill is an honest effort to craft a bill
that will take the big money out of politics and
give our elections back to the people. | hope
the House passes this bill.

| thank the leadership for agreeing to end
their stalling tactics and allow an open honest
debate on campaign finance reform.

HONORING THE BAILEY-RICHMAN
VFW POST’S 50TH YEAR

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, permit me to
take this opportunity to recognize the 50th an-
niversary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Bai-
ley-Richman Post No. 9588 in Monticello, New
York. This VFW Post has been an invaluable
asset to Sullivan County, assisting the veter-
ans of our region and our nation as a whole.

The VFW Post No. 9588 was chartered
April 4, 1948 in the memory of Erwin Richman
and Ralph Bailey, both of whom lost their lives
fighting for our nation in World War Il. The
Post, founded in the spirit of patriotism and
honor, has fulfilled its legacy with dedication
and hard work. It has served as a spiritual as
well as a civic guide for the Sullivan County
community. The Post's 28 Charter Life Mem-
bers, 80 regular members, 44 Life Members
and the 25 Past Commanders are all leading
examples of bravery and selflessness. Their
sacrifice to preserve America’s principles and
ethics have helped to ensure a new and prom-
ising future for all Americans.

Since 1899 the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States has fought for and protected
veteran’s rights. Their importance is undeni-
able, having assisted the concerns of Veter-
an’s across the nation. Today, the Veterans of
the Foreign Wars actively petitioned govern-
ment to bring about beneficial change. The
Bailey-Richman Post No. 9588 has supported
the national effort as well as working with the
community members to make a better life for
our veterans.

In the ongoing effort to improve health care
for our Veterans in the Hudson Valley Region,
the V.F.W. has been indispensable. The Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars has recognized the
desperate need to improve the health care of
our Veterans. Through their diligent and tire-
less efforts, the V.F.W. has exposed and high-
lighted the need for improved Veteran health
care.
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Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to join
with me in recognizing the fifty remarkable
years of service of the Bailey-Richman Post
No. 9588 and their contributions to our com-
munities and our nation.

EARTH DAY

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, in honor
of Earth Day 1998, | challenge Congress to
join with me in better protecting our children’s
health and leaving our children a legacy of
protected natural resources.

Over the last 25 years, this country has
made enormous progress on environmental
protection. The health of American children
has improved because (1) We have made sig-
nificant progress in cleaning up the air our
children breathe; (2) We have made significant
progress in cleaning up our lakes and rivers in
which our children swim, boat and fish; and
(3) We have made significant progress on
cleaning up the toxic waste sites around which
millions of our children live. However, we still
have a long way to go in order to protect and
preserve our nation’s natural resources so that
your children and mine can enjoy its beauty
and benefits tomorrow. Thus, | believe we
need to recognize that it is not a question of
whether we can afford to protect the environ-
ment, rather it is a question of whether we can
afford not to.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to ensure that this year's budget provides
funding to Restore clean water to our commu-
nities; Accelerate and make polluters pay for
toxic waste clean up; and protect our national
parks, wildlife refuges, and national forests.

EARTH DAY AND ELSMERE
CANYON

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK" McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
discuss a very significant environmental issue:
Elsmere Canyon. | find it particularly appro-
priate that | am afforded the opportunity to
speak today, Earth Day, on a subject that is
important not just to me, but also to the com-
munity that | represent.

Let me provide a brief history on this matter,
Mr. Speaker. Before coming to Congress, |
had the honor of serving as the first mayor of
the City of Santa Clarita, which was incor-
porated in 1987. While in that capacity, a situ-
ation came to my attention that galvanized our
community. A solid waste disposal company
had proposed building a landfill using a portion
of the Angeles National Forest known as
Elsmere Canyon. If approved, the largest land-
fill in the United States—with a capacity of
190-million tons—would have been con-
structed in Elsmere Canyon.

In the early 1980's Los Angeles County’s
population boomed. At the same time, many
small landfills were closed without any alter-
native measure to deal with the increased
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