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(2) CONTENTS.—The report shall include the

following:
(A) An assessment of which of the photo-

grammetric and remote sensing services re-
lated to hydrographic data acquisition or hy-
drographic services performed by the Na-
tional Ocean Service can be performed ade-
quately by private-sector entities.

(B) An evaluation of the relative cost-ef-
fectiveness of the Federal Government and
private-sector entities in performing those
services.

(C) A plan for increasing the use of con-
tracts with private-sector entities in per-
forming those services, with the goal of ob-
taining performance of 50 percent of those
services through contracts with private-sec-
tor entities by fiscal year 2003.

(b) PORTS.—Not later than 6 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall report to the Congress on—

(1) the status of implementation of real-
time tide and current data systems in United
States ports;

(2) existing safety and efficiency needs in
United States ports that could be met by in-
creased use of those systems; and

(3) a plan for expanding those systems to
meet those needs, including an estimate of
the cost of implementing those systems in
priority locations.

(c) MAINTAINING FEDERAL EXPERTISE IN HY-
DROGRAPHIC SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall report to the Congress
on a plan to ensure that Federal competence
and expertise in hydrographic surveying will
be maintained after the decommissioning of
the 3 existing National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration hydrographic survey
vessels.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report shall include—
(A) an evaluation of the seagoing capacity,

personnel, and equipment necessary to main-
tain Federal expertise in hydrographic serv-
ices;

(B) an estimated schedule for decommis-
sioning the 3 existing survey vessels;

(C) a plan to maintain Federal expertise in
hydrographic services after the decommis-
sioning of these vessels; and

(D) an estimate of the cost of carrying out
this plan.
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Administrator the following:

(1) To carry out nautical mapping and
charting functions under the Act of 1947 and
sections 3 and 4, except for conducting hy-
drographic surveys, $33,000,000 for fiscal year
1999, $34,000,000 for fiscal year 2000, $35,000,000
for fiscal year 2001, $36,000,000 for fiscal year
2002, and $37,000,000 for fiscal year 2003.

(2) To conduct hydrographic surveys under
section 3(a)(1), including leasing of ships,
$33,000,000 for fiscal year 1999, $35,000,000 for
fiscal year 2000, $37,000,000 for fiscal year
2001, $39,000,000 for fiscal year 2002, and
$41,000,000 for fiscal year 2003. Of these
amounts, no more than $14,000,000 is author-
ized for any one fiscal year to operate hydro-
graphic survey vessels owned and operated
by the Administration.

(3) To carry out geodetic functions under
the Act of 1947, $20,000,000 for fiscal year 1999,
and $22,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2000,
2001, 2002, and 2003.

(4) To carry out tide and current measure-
ment functions under the Act of 1947,
$22,500,000 for each of fiscal years 1999
through 2003. Of these amounts, $2,500,000 is
authorized for each fiscal year to implement
and operate a national quality control sys-
tem for real-time tide and current data, and
$7,500,000 is authorized for each fiscal year to
design and install real-time tide and current

data measurement systems under section
3(b)(4) (subject to section 5).

The CHAIRMAN. Are there any
amendments to the bill?

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. TRAFICANT

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:
Amendment offered by Mr. TRAFICANT:
At the end of the bill, add the following

new sections:
SEC. ll. COMPLIANCE WITH BUY AMERICAN

ACT.
No funds authorized pursuant to this Act

may be expended by an entity unless the en-
tity agrees that in expending the assistance
the entity will comply with sections 2
through 4 of the Act of March 3, 1933 (41
U.S.C. 10a–10c, popularly known as the ‘‘Buy
American Act’’).
SEC. ll. SENSE OF CONGRESS; REQUIREMENT

REGARDING NOTICE.
(a) PURCHASE OF AMERICAN-MADE EQUIP-

MENT AND PRODUCTS.—In the case of any
equipment or products that may be author-
ized to be purchased with financial assist-
ance provided under this Act, it is the sense
of the Congress that entities receiving such
assistance should, in expending the assist-
ance, purchase only American-made equip-
ment and products.

(b) NOTICE TO RECIPIENTS OF ASSISTANCE.—
In providing financial assistance under this
Act, the Secretary of Commerce shall pro-
vide to each recipient of the assistance a no-
tice describing the statement made in sub-
section (a) by the Congress.
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION OF CONTRACTS.

If it has been finally determined by a court
or Federal agency that any person inten-
tionally affixed a label bearing a ‘‘Made in
America’’ inscription, or any inscription
with the same meaning, to any product sold
in or shipped to the United States that is not
made in the United States, such person shall
be ineligible to receive any contract or sub-
contract made with funds provided pursuant
to this Act, pursuant to the debarment, sus-
pension, and ineligibility procedures de-
scribed in section 9.400 through 9.409 of title
48, Code of Federal Regulations.

Mr. TRAFICANT (during the read-
ing). Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous
consent the amendment be considered
as read and printed in the RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Ohio?

There was no objection.
Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Chairman, the

amendment has been discussed in the
debate earlier. I offer it here, and I
would hope that all of the parts of this
respectively would remain in con-
ference, especially those that deal with
fraudulent labels.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT).

The amendment was agreed to.
The CHAIRMAN. Are there any other

amendments?
If not, the question is on the amend-

ment in the nature of a substitute, as
amended.

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute, as amended, was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of today, the Com-
mittee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.

PEASE) having assumed the chair, Mr.
GILLMOR, Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 3164) to describe the hydrographic
services functions of the Administrator
of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, and for other
purposes, pursuant to the order of the
House today, he reported the bill back
to the House with an amendment
adopted by the Committee of the
Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under the rule, the previous
question is ordered.

Is a separate vote demanded on the
amendment to the amendment in the
nature of a substitute adopted by the
Committee of the Whole? If not, the
question is on the amendment in the
nature of a substitute.

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute was agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
3164, the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.
f

1–800 BUY AMERICA

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I
have before this Congress a bill called
‘‘1–800 Buy America.’’ It says that any
product that costs more than $250 is el-
igible to be listed on this national toll
line for the purchase of American-made
goods.

It is not paid for by the American
consumers. It is paid for by the Amer-
ican companies who build a product
made in America by American workers
who pay American taxes that enure to
the benefit of all in this country. $250,
where a woman in Ohio could say, ‘‘I
am buying a refrigerator. 1–800 Buy
America, what refrigerators are made
in America?’’

Now, that bill passed the House last
Congress without a vote, on a voice
vote, but it was not enacted into law;
and it fell down in the Senate with a
bunch of so-called free traders that are
so dumb they could throw themselves
at the ground and miss.

I am letting the Congress know that
this is one of the most important
pieces of legislation, where the Amer-
ican consumers can at least know what
is made in America. They can price
their products and see that, many
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times, American-made products made
in our country by American workers
cost less than some of these now-exotic
foreign imports.

Let me remind the Congress that a
pair of these Chinese-made tennis shoes
that sell for $150 cost 17 cents to make
in China, and they are buying missile
technology with our dollars.

So, with that, ‘‘1–800 Buy America,’’ I
would appreciate if the Congress, while
we are waiting on people to get here,
would enact that legislation.

f

TAX LIMITATION CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 407, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 407
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this

resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 111)
proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States with respect to tax limi-
tations. The joint resolution shall be consid-
ered as read for amendment. The amendment
specified in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution shall be
considered as adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the joint
resolution, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) three hours of
debate on the joint resolution, as amended,
which shall be equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary; (2)
one motion to amend, if offered by the Mi-
nority Leader or his designee, which shall be
considered as read and shall be separately
debatable for one hour equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent; and (3) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
ranking member of the Committee on
Rules, the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MOAKLEY), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all the time yielded is for the
purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 407 is
a modified closed rule providing for the
consideration of H.J. Res. 111, the tax
limitation amendment, which seeks to
amend the U.S. Constitution to require
a two-thirds vote of Congress to pass
legislation which increases taxes.

Mr. Speaker, this is not the first
time this Congress has considered such
an amendment. In fact, the rule before
us is virtually identical to the rule the
House adopted last year which provided
for consideration of the same issue. As
in 1997, the rule provides for a generous
3 hours of general debate time, equally
divided between the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

In addition, the rule provides for the
consideration of an amendment offered
by the minority leader or his designee
which will be debatable for 1 hour; and
another opportunity for the minority
to change the legislation will be avail-
able through the customary motion to
recommit, with or without instruc-
tions.

My colleagues should understand
that when the House votes to adopt
this rule, it will automatically adopt
an amendment to H.J. Res. 111, which
is specified in the Committee on Rules
report.

Specifically, the amendment will
clarify that any bill, resolution or
other legislative measure changing in-
ternal revenue laws will be subject to a
two-thirds vote in both the House and
the Senate and that the vote must be a
recorded vote. This is the same lan-
guage that the Committee on the Judi-
ciary added to last year’s bill.

Further, the amendment clarifies
that any revenue increase that is a re-
sult of a tax cut would not be subject
to the two-thirds vote. This is the lan-
guage which the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MCCOLLUM) was successful in
adding to the tax limitation amend-
ment last year. Its purpose is to ensure
that the amendment does not inadvert-
ently make it more difficult to reduce
taxes in the future.

Again, I would reiterate to my col-
leagues that both this rule and the un-
derlying bill we will consider are vir-
tually identical to what the House
voted on April 15, 1997.

Given the similarities, some of my
colleagues may question the purpose of
revisiting this issue. Well, what we
learned in the Committee on Rules yes-
terday is that support for this measure
is growing and no doubt will continue
to grow. Sixty-eight percent of Ameri-
cans support an amendment to the
Constitution requiring a supermajority
vote by Congress to raise taxes. To-
day’s vote will provide another oppor-
tunity for Members to respond to their
constituents and public opinion, which
across party lines is clearly supportive
of a tax limitation amendment.

I am sure that when Members were
home in their districts over the Easter
and Passover holidays they had the op-
portunity to meet with their constitu-
ents who were either preparing their
taxes or had just paid them. I hope
those meetings remind all of us just
who is paying the tax bills around here
and how high the Government’s bills
have become in terms of what the aver-
age American family can afford. The
Federal tax burden alone is now near-
ing a record one-fifth of family income.

How can this Congress justify a tax
rate that represents the largest burden
Americans have been asked to bear
since World War II? Combined with
State and local taxes, Americans are
saddled with the highest tax rate ever.

At a time when our economy is
booming, unemployment is low, and we
are on the verge of realizing a budget
surplus, this policy is simply unaccept-

able. The illogic of this situation cries
for reasonable measures to control our
government’s insatiable appetite for
consuming the taxpayers’ hard-earned
pay. Reasonableness is what the tax
limitation amendment demands of this
institution.

Mr. Speaker, all the amendment be-
fore us would do is make it a little bit
harder for Congress to raise taxes dur-
ing times of peace. At the same time, it
encourages Congress to look at other
options other than taxes as a means of
managing the Federal budget.

I don’t think any of my colleagues
would claim that there is no fat in the
Federal bureaucracy to trim. But,
while the special interests that benefit
from government spending often have a
paid voice looking out for their inter-
ests, the average American taxpayer
has to rely on his or her Member of
Congress as a voice for controlling
spending and protecting their pay-
checks.

Considering that the average Federal
tax burden per person has more than
doubled from 1980 to 1995, I think Con-
gress needs to do a better job of look-
ing out for our constituents, the tax-
payers, interests. Through this amend-
ment, our constituents will have a
voice that can compete with that of
special interests.

And we know tax limitation amend-
ments can be effective. They have been
tried and tested by the States with
very good results. In States that re-
quire a supermajority vote to raise rev-
enue, taxes have increased more slow-
ly, economies have grown more rap-
idly, and jobs have been created more
quickly.

Mr. Speaker, the need for this con-
stitutional amendment is clear. Con-
gress has demonstrated that even in
times of prosperity and peace it cannot
curb its penchant to tax.

The discipline and balance imposed
by our Founding Fathers was swept
away by the 16th amendment which
gave Congress the right to directly tax
individuals’ income. As a result, the
power to lay and collect taxes has been
so abused that families are no longer
saving to buy homes and pay for their
children’s education. They are saving
to pay the government on April 15.

It is time to restore some discipline
and fairness to our system if we are to
ever to give our citizens the economic
freedom to pursue their dreams, wheth-
er those dreams are of homeownership,
education, self-employment, a secure
retirement, or a more prosperous fu-
ture for their children and grand-
children.

Given what is at stake, a higher
standard of consideration and consen-
sus for higher taxes is totally appro-
priate and should be demanded by the
American people.

b 1115

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would urge
my colleagues to support both the rule
and the underlying legislation. This is
a balanced rule that will enable the
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