April 22, 1998

S. 1150, a bill authorizing agricultural re-
search, a matter within the jurisdiction of
the Committee on Agriculture, should not be
construed to diminish or otherwise affect the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Resources
over subject matter contained in the Na-
tional Aquaculture Act.

I look forward to working with you and the
Committee on Resources, of which I am a
member, on aquaculture and other issues of
shared jurisdiction.

Sincerely,
ROBERT F. (BOB) SMITH,
Chairman.

ROBERT SMITH,
LARRY COMBEST,
BILL BARRETT,
CHARLES W. STENHOLM,
CALVIN DOOLEY,
Managers on the Part of the House.

RICHARD G. LUGAR,
THAD COCHRAN,
PAauL D. COVERDELL,
ToM HARKIN,
PATRICK LEAHY,
Managers on the Part of the Senate.
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APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL
CONFEREES ON H.R. 2400, BUILD-
ING EFFICIENT SURFACE TRANS-
PORTATION AND EQUITY ACT OF
1998

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Without objection, the Chair
appoints the following additional con-
ferees on H.R. 2400:

As additional conferees from the
Committee on Commerce, for consider-
ation of provisions in the House bill
and Senate amendment relating to the
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Improvement Program; and sections
124, 125, 303, and 502 of the House bill;
and sections 1407, 1601, 1602, 2103, 3106,
3301-3302, 4101-4104, and 5004 of the Sen-
ate amendment and modifications com-
mitted to conference:

Messrs. BLILEY, BILIRAKIS, and DIN-

GELL.
Provided that Mr. TAUzZIN is ap-
pointed in lieu of Mr. BILIRAKIS for

consideration of sections 1407, 2103, and
3106 of the Senate amendment.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will appoint further additional
conferees from other committees at a
subsequent time.

The Clerk will notify the Senate of
the change in conferees.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

TRIBUTE TO VICTIMS OF
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today as my colleagues and | do every
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time at this time of year, | should say,
in what has become one of the proudest
traditions in this House and that is to
remember and pay tribute to the vic-
tims of one of history’s worst crimes
against humanity, the Armenian geno-
cide of 1915 through 1923.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | know
there are a number of Members who
would like to participate in the special
orders tonight on this subject, and |
would ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks on the
topic of my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, when
we talk about the Armenian genocide,
we are describing one of the most hor-
rible events of the 20th century and in
all of human history. Yet many, per-
haps most, Americans and most people
around the world are barely aware of
this extremely significant historical
event. There are those who even try to
deny that the genocide ever happened.
But it did happen.

The Armenian genocide was the sys-
tematic extermination of 1% million
Armenian men, women, and children
during the final years of the Ottoman-
Turkish empire. This was the first
genocide of the 20th century, a precur-
sor to the Nazi Holocaust and other
cases of ethic cleansing and mass ex-
terminations which are still all too
common around the world.

Friday, April 24, marks the 83rd anni-
versary of the unleashing of the Arme-
nian genocide. This evening, here in
the Capitol building, the Armenian Na-
tional Committee of America is spon-
soring a ceremony and reception of re-
membrance for the genocide; and the
ANC and the Armenian Assembly have
both been at the forefront for calling
for recognition of the genocide, not
just for the people of Armenian descent
who have heard the history from their
parents or grandparents but for all of
us as an active education and witness
about the evils of genocide and the
danger of forgetting.

Yet, Mr. Speaker, | regret to say that
the United States still does not offi-
cially recognize the Armenian geno-
cide. Bowing to strong pressure from
Turkey, the U.S. State Department has
for more than 15 years shied away from
referring to the tragic events of 1915 to
1923 by the word ‘‘genocide.”

President Clinton and his recent
predecessors have annually issued proc-
lamations on the anniversary of the
genocide expressing sorrow for the
massacres and solidarity with the vic-
tims but always stopping short of using
the word ‘“‘genocide,” thus minimizing
and not accurately conveying what
really happened beginning 83 years ago.

Mr. Speaker, the United States
should go on record clearly and unam-
biguously recognizing the Armenian
genocide and setting aside April 24 as a
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day of remembrance. To that end, |
urge renewed efforts to, on the part of
Congress, to pass a resolution that puts
the United States firmly on record on
the side of truth. We will also keep up
the pressure on the President to call
the genocide by its proper name.

And what is almost as appalling as
the act of genocide itself is the fact
that the Republic of Turkey simply
goes on denying that the genocide ever
took place. Indeed, Turkey has mount-
ed an aggressive effort to try to
present an alternative and false version
of history, using its extensive financial
and lobbying resources in this country.

The Turkish Government has em-
barked on a strategy of endowing
Turkish study programs at various uni-
versities around the United States.
And while Turkish and Ottoman stud-
ies are cleared worthy of academic in-
terest, the Turkish Government is at-
taching conditions to these funds that
make it clear that the program will be
carried out under the watchful eyes of
the Turkish Government and other
pro-Turkish elements. One of the major
goals of this propaganda effort is to
minimize, distort, and outright deny
the facts of the Armenian genocide.

Mr. Speaker, adding insult to injury,
the Republic of Azerbaijan has mount-
ed an effort to try to accuse Armenians
of committing genocide against the
people of Azerbaijan, in many cases di-
rectly mimicking Armenian state-
ments and simply turning them around
against the Armenians.

Recently, the Assembly of Turkish-
American Associations circulated a
booklet to congressional offices deny-
ing the Armenian genocide and fab-
ricating a wide range of half-truths,
slanders, and lies against the Armenian
people. But these denials fly in the face
of the preponderance of evidence.

The U.S. National Archives holds the
most comprehensive documentation in
the world on this historical tragedy.
Formal protests were made at the time
by the U.S. Ambassador, and Congress
approved of allowing a private relief
agency to raise funds in the United
States. American consular officials and
private aide workers secretly housed
Armenians at great personal risks to
themselves and in direct defiance of
Turkish orders not to help the Arme-
nians.

Mr. Speaker, I know many of my
other colleagues would like to address
this subject tonight, and | would like
to say that the Armenian genocide is a
very painful subject to discuss, yet we
must never forget what happened and
never cease speaking out. We must
overcome the denials and indifference
and keep alive the memory and the
truth of what happened.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, | want to thank the
gentleman for his remarks and associ-
ate myself with them.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to join with my colleagues in re-
membering the Armenian people who
lost their lives in one of history’s
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