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Carmona, Jessica Carmona, Nicole
Duguay, Arabella Garzon, Jennifer
Kelley, Suzanne Krupka, Kathleen

Lopes, Gina Matuszek, Nicole Mercado,
Richard Oliveira, Patricia Pina, Shelly
Rua, Amanda Ryfa, Giovann Restrepo,
Melisa Sylvestre, and Melissa Weber
for making it to the national finals. I
applaud this terrific group of young
men and women for their hard work
and perseverance. Also, Mr, President,
I want to congratulate Bert Brousseau,
a fine teacher who deserves so much
credit for guiding the Central Falls
High School team to the national
finals.

On Tuesday, April 7th I was pleased
to visit the Central Falls winners. I
couldn’t resist giving them a sponta-
neous oral quiz. I am happy to report
that they responded to my questions
superbly! Congratulations to Mr.
Brousseau and his students for what
they have already achieved, and best of
luck in the final competition. These
students, with the guidance of Mr.
Brousseau, have learned what our na-
tion is all about and what countless
men and women have fought and died
to protect. No matter what the out-
come of the contest is, they have each
earned the greatest prize of all: Knowl-
edge.®

———

ST. ANTHONY’'S PARISH CELE-
BRATES THE BEGINNING OF ITS
SEVENTY-FIFTH YEAR IN SERV-
ICE TO GOD AND COMMUNITY

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, on a hill
in the western section of my hometown
of Wilmington, Delaware, stands St.
Anthony’s Roman Catholic Church, a
beautiful and imposing masterpiece of
architecture and a testimonial to the
power of faith that dominates the sky-
line. Founded in 1924, St. Anthony’s
Parish has been a major force in the re-
ligious, social, and cultural life in Wil-
mington for four generations. In addi-
tion to the magnificent church, the
parish has built St. Anthony’s Grade
School, an elementary school, and
Padua Academy, a fine high school for
young women. In addition, there is
Fournier Hall, a center for the social
and recreational needs of the commu-
nity; The Antonian—an apartment
complex built to ensure that the neigh-
borhood’s senior citizens have access to
quality, affordable housing; and the
Father Roberto Balducelli Community
Center, which provides day care for the
community’s children and daily activi-
ties for their grandparents and great-
grandparents. And every June, St. An-
thony’s Festival draws tens of thou-
sands of Delawareans and people from
across the country for a week of good
food, good fun, and a celebration of
God’s blessings. For three-quarters of a
century, the good people of St. Antho-
ny’s Parish—both clergy and parish-
ioners—have looked to the needs of the
entire community, and joined together
to meet those needs. The entire Great-
er Wilmington area has benefitted from
their efforts. They truly have earned a
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special place in our lives and the life of
our city.

As St. Anthony’s Parish begins the
year-long celebration of its seventy-
fifth year, they have chosen to kick off
that celebration Thursday evening,
April 30, with a dinner and Mass of
Thanksgiving, in which they will honor
three of the pillars of the parish, three
individuals who have labored long and
hard over many years to build St. An-
thony’s into the vital part of commu-
nity life that it has become; Father

Mario Bugliosi, Brother Michael
Rosenello, and Father Roberto
Balducelli.

Father Mario came to Wilmington
for the first time in 1954, as a teacher
at Salesianum High School, a premier
Catholic high school. After spending
five years at Salesianum and a year at
a high school in Philadelphia, Father
Mario returned to Wilmington in 1960
as an Associate Pastor at St. Antho-
ny’s and, except for a two-year hiatus
in his native Italy, has been doing the
Lord’s work among us ever since. His
kind, gentle manner and complete de-
cency—always there with a supportive
word for everyone—has made him the
parish’s chief ‘‘Confessor’—the man
you go to in times of crisis (spiritual or
otherwise), at times when you are in
need of advice and counsel, and at
times when you simply need someone
to listen. He personifies the notion
that ‘“‘to minister’” need not refer only
to great and glorious words from the
pulpit, but to a quiet moment over a
cup of coffee, a shared walk along the
street, or to a visit to the home of
someone in spiritual need.

Brother Mike—there are folks in the
parish who refer to him as ‘Mr.
Padua’ for his yeoman like work at
the school—also first came to St. An-
thony’s in 1954 as a Pastoral Assistant
and the Director of Youth Ministry.
After a short absence in the 1960’s, he
returned to the parish in 1966 as the Di-
rector of Parish Maintenance, where he
has overseen virtually every aspect of
life at the school, starting with the
construction of the new school building
beginning in 1967. He developed the
girls’ athletic programs at the school
and coached basketball himself for
many years. He has organized and di-
rected many of St. Anthony’s most
successful social events over the years
and decorated the church for all of its
major feasts and celebrations. And per-
haps most importantly to the students
at Padua, he has overseen the oper-
ations of the school’s cafeteria, ensur-
ing that lunch time is both delicious
and nutritious as well as a time for
catching up with friends. He is one of
those fellows who is always there when
the parish or the parishioners need a
fresh idea, an organizer, or a pair of
hands used to hard work.

For fifty-two years, first as a teacher
and Associate Pastor, then for twenty-
nine years as pastor, and for the past
ten years as the parish’s ‘Senior
Statesman’’, Father Roberto
Balducelli—‘Father Robert’” to every-
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one in Wilmington—has been the man
who makes things happen. He is re-
sponsible for the building of St. Antho-
ny’s Grammar School, the Parish
House and Rectory, the Padua Acad-
emy, and the Antonian. He was the
founder of the community center which
now bears his name, and initiated the
St. Anthony’s festival, which has be-
come one of the premier social events
for families of all faiths in the Wil-
mington area. He is a living legend,
known and respected by Delawareans
who have never set foot in his church
but who share his love for our city and
its people, and yet for all of his success
in working with the leaders of Dela-
ware industry, commerce, and govern-
ment, he has never left the working-
class community to which he came
from Italy a half-century ago. Twenty
years ago, he was chosen by Delaware’s
largest newspaper, The News Journal
as one of ten outstanding Dela-
wareans—and he has been building
upon that legacy for two decades since.
Since his ‘“‘retirement’ in 1988, he has
continued his efforts to develop rec-
reational facilities for young people
bringing youngsters from the city out
into the country to enjoy the outdoors
and share in the spirituality and enjoy-
ment of God’s natural creations. Those
efforts would tax the energy of a dozen
people half his age, but for Father Rob-
ert, it is simply a continuation of his
tireless energy on behalf of his flock.
He is truly one of Delaware’s living
treasures.

These three individuals, plus the
thousands of parishioners and staff who
have worked so hard with them over
the years, epitomize the old idea that a
church is a vital part of the commu-
nity, not just on Sundays, but every
day in many ways to everyone in the
community. Their spirit is the spirit
that has sustained St. Anthony’s par-
ish for seventy-five years, and hope-
fully will sustain the parish and its pa-
rishioners for many years to come.

I am honored to have the opportunity
to salute that spirit and commend St.
Anthony’s Parish as they embark upon
their seventy-fifth year doing God’s
work in Wilmington.e

———

POISON CONTROL CENTERS

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of S. 1862, the ‘‘Poison
Control Center Enhancement and
Awareness Act.” I believe this legisla-
tion is crucial to our effort to protect
Americans, and American children in
particular, from the tragic effects of
accidental poisoning, and I commend
my colleague, Senator DEWINE, for his
leadership on this issue.

Mr. President, more than 2 million
times a year, poison control centers in
the United States receive a report of a
poisoning. On average that’s almost
5,600 every day, over 225 every hour,
and about 4 calls each and every
minute. More than 90 percent of these
poisonings happen in homes in Michi-
gan and around the country, and over
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