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came when he served in the capacity of Direc-
tor of Maintenance in the early 1980’s. At this
time he directed and supervised all renova-
tions and construction to the Country Motor
Lodge and adjoining restaurant.

In June of 1997, however, Albert
Cournoyer’s accomplishments, experience,
consistent maintenance of the highest quality
standards, and hospitable demeanor received
their crowning recognition in an announcement
which named him the newly appointed Inn-
keeper of the Publick House. Based on Mr.
Cournoyer’s record of excellence it came as
no surprise that such a worthy candidate re-
ceived the Innkeeper position.

The qualities that Albert Cournoyer has ex-
hibited for 40 years and continues to reveal in
his work at the Publick House are those that
all citizens should strive to emulate. For the
Publick House’s frequent patrons, celebrants
of special occasions, and travelers stopping
off at this landmark, Albert Cournoyer, for 40
years, has been making their experiences
both memorable and enjoyable. I am fortunate
to serve such an outstanding citizen and I am
proud and honored to congratulate him today.
f
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce ‘‘The Medicare Critical Need GME
Protection Act of 1998.’’ This important legisla-
tion seeks to protect our nation against the de-
pletion of health care professionals that are
trained to appropriately treat costly and deadly
illnesses.

Under current law, the Medicare program
provides reimbursement to hospitals for the di-
rect costs of graduate medical education train-
ing. That reimbursement is designed to cover
the direct training costs of residents in their
initial residency training period. However, if a
resident decides to proceed with further train-
ing in a specialty or subspecialty, a hospital’s
reimbursement is cut to half (50%) for that ad-
ditional training.

The rationale for this policy is strong. In
general, we have an oversupply of specialty
physicians in our country and a real need to
increase the number of primary care provid-
ers. By reducing the reimbursement for spe-
cialty training, the Medicare program has pro-
moted increases in primary care training rather
than specialty positions.

I agree with this policy. However, as is often
the case, there are always exceptions to the
rule. We do not want to hinder training of par-
ticular specialties or subspecialties if there is
strong evidence that there is a serious short-
age of those particular physicians. That is why
I am introducing The Medicare Critical Need
GME Protection Act.

To provide an example of a current sub-
specialty facing serious shortages of profes-
sionals, we can look at nephrology. Between
1986–1995, the number of patients with End
Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) has more than
doubled. At present, more than 40 million
Americans die from kidney failure or its com-
plications each year. In 1998, the estimated
cost to treat ESRD will exceed $12 billion.

However, current data indicates that only
51.8% of today’s nephrologists will still be in
practice in the year 2010.

Most primary care physicians are not trained
to treat the complex multi-symptom medical
problems typically seen in ESRD and are un-
familiar with particular medications and tech-
nology prescribed for such patients. The de-
creasing supply of nephrologists, coupled with
an expanding population of renal patients,
puts the health of our nation at risk.

The Medicare Critical Need GME Protection
Act provides a tool to help combat such short-
ages of qualified professionals. The bill would
simply provide the Secretary of Health and
Human Services with the flexibility to continue
full-funding for a specialty or subspecialty
training program if there is evidence that the
program has a current shortage, or faces an
imminent shortage, of physicians to meet the
needs of our health care system. The Sec-
retary would grant this exception only for a
limited number of years. The Secretary would
have complete control of the exception proc-
ess. Programs would present evidence of the
shortage and she could agree or disagree with
the analysis. Nothing in this bill would require
the Secretary to take any action whatsoever.

The bill also includes protections for budget
neutrality. If the Secretary approves a spe-
cialty or subspecialty training program for full-
funding under this bill, the Secretary must ad-
just direct GME payments to ensure that no
additional funds are spent.

Again, The Medicare Critical Need GME
Protection Act does nothing more than provide
limited flexibility to the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to ensure that we are training
the health care professionals that meet our
nation’s needs.

I would encourage my colleagues to join me
in support of this important legislation. By giv-
ing the Secretary the flexibility to allocate
funds to attract and train professionals in cer-
tain ‘‘at risk’’ fields of medicine, we will signifi-
cantly improve patient care and lower long
term health care costs.
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the selection of Warren P. Shepherd
Junior High School as a Blue Ribbon School.

Located in Ottawa, Illinois, Shepherd is one
of only 166 secondary schools in the nation
presented with this prestigious award by the
United States Department of Education. The
Blue Ribbon Award is sought after by thou-
sands of schools across the country.

Blue Ribbon status is bestowed upon
schools with qualities including strong leader-
ship, a clear vision and sense of mission, high
quality teaching, challenging and up-to-date
curriculum, and solid evidence of family in-
volvement. These are the schools that best
prepare children for the challenges they will
face in the future. Blue Ribbon schools are
also effective in meeting local state and na-
tional goals.

Led by Principal Michael Bannister, Shep-
herd Junior High School clearly has the char-
acteristics of a Blue Ribbon school. As a sev-

enth and eighth grade junior high school,
Shepherd strives to maintain excellence, effec-
tiveness and equity in the education of young
people in the ‘‘middle grades.’’ This school of
513 students serves both regular and special
education students. Shepherd was recognized
for its ability to combine these two populations
through a successful peer partnering program.

As with other Blue Ribbon schools, Shep-
herd prepares our young people for tomor-
row’s challenges through active learning pro-
grams. Shepherd’s hands-on learning philoso-
phy is perhaps best evidenced by its science
curriculum. After undergoing several major
technology-related renovations last year,
Shepherd has become a technology leader in
north central Illinois. At least one new com-
puter with multimedia capabilities and Internet
access has been installed in each classroom.
In addition, clusters of up to six new comput-
ers were placed in four locations of the build-
ing, and a Special Education computer lab
was installed.

Among Shepherd’s strong points are an in-
tegrated curriculum designed by cross-curricu-
lar grade level teams, a commitment to the
development of skills in the area of language
arts and exemplary students, faculty and ad-
ministrators. These and many other accom-
plishments led qualified Shepherd for Blue
Ribbon status.

Mr. Speaker, today I recognize and honor
Shepherd Junior High School as a recipient of
the prestigious Blue Ribbon Schools Award.
Shepherd exemplifies the standard of excel-
lence to which all junior high schools should
be held. I am proud to represent a district that
includes schools of Blue-Ribbon caliber.
f
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend the career of one of the longest
serving National Officers of the American
Postal Workers Union (APWU), AFL–CIO,
John Kelly, who has announced his retirement
after a most distinguished career representing
Union members.

John Kelly was a native of the Philadelphia,
PA area, but came to the Denver area when
he was four years old. He was a graduate of
North High School and began his career with
the United States Post Office on September
30, 1962, eight years before Congress created
the U.S. Postal Service.

John’s sterling union career began as a
steward, later as secretary, and finally, as
President of the Denver local. In 1971, five
postal unions merged to form the APWU, and
John became a full-time union officer. As the
National Vice President for APWU, John
served on the National Executive Board, the
highest governing body of the Union. Today,
he is the senior business agent for the APWU,
an organization which has grown to include
business agents nationwide.

During his tenure with APWU, John was
well-known not only for his skills at arbitration
but for his ability to help the members under-
stand the very technical language of their con-
tract with the Postal Service. His expertise
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was so thorough that the APWU used his
services in national contract negotiations and
numerous other special projects that affected
the union. He has promoted union advocacy
and educated colleagues on how to interpret
the Collective Bargaining Agreement and the
National Labor Relations Act.

For 28 years John has represented the
APWU in the Denver Region, which includes
the states of Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico,
Utah, and Wyoming. John was one of the prin-
cipal architects of the five-state Denver Re-
gional Assembly, an entity that flourishes
today. He is so highly respected that no one
has run against him in the National Election in
more than 20 years.

Again, I take this opportunity to thank John
Kelly for his years of service to the APWU and
want to wish him and his family the best in re-
tirement.
f
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor three high schools in San
Diego County which have now had their excel-
lence recognized and proclaimed as National
Blue Ribbon Schools.

Torrey Pines High School, in Encinitas, Cali-
fornia, in my 51st Congressional District, part
of the San Diego Union High School District,
principal Marie Grey, and superintendent Dr.
William Berrier.

Coronado High School, in Coronado, Cali-
fornia, part of the Coronado Unified School
District, principal Dr. Jeffrey David, and super-
intendent Dr. Rene Townsend.

University of San Diego High School, in
Linda Vista, California, principal Dr. Richard
Kelly.

Let the permanent RECORD of the Congress
of the United States show that these Blue Rib-
bon Schools display the qualities of excellence
that are necessary to prepare our young peo-
ple for the 21st Century.
f
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Father Albert Evans who celebrates his Fiftieth
Jubilee Mass at Our Lady of Good Counsel on
May 31, 1998.

Father Al, as he is known to friends, was
born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio. Graduat-
ing from James Ford Rhodes High School in
1932, Father Al joined the unemployed
masses of the Great Depression. For the next
ten years, he would hold a variety of odd jobs,
working as an orderly in Cleveland City Hos-
pital, a factory worker, a dock worker, and a
truck driver.

In 1939, Father Al enrolled in Saint Mary’s
College in Kentucky. It was while studying at
Saint Mary’s that Father Al found his calling,

applying for admission to the Congregation of
the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. He
began his studies for the priesthood three
years later in Washington, DC and was or-
dained in 1948.

Upon his ordination, Father Al received an
obedience in Japan. For the next twenty
years, he presided over a little mission north
of Tokyo. His work in Japan ended after he
was diagnosed with lung cancer, resulting in
the removal of a portion of his left lung. Father
Albert recovered upon his return to the United
States, dedicating himself to mission pro-
motion.

My fellow colleagues, let us recognize Fa-
ther Al’s fifty years of service to the world’s
underprivileged and congratulate him as he
celebrates his Fiftieth Jubilee Mass.

f
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a truly outstanding young lady
from Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District, Jes-
sica L. Chapman. Jessica recently accepted
her appointment to attend the United States
Military Academy at West Point, New York,
where she will join the incoming Cadet Class
of 2002.

Jessica, who is from Bowling Green, Ohio,
will soon be graduating from Bowling Green
High School, and will begin preparing for one
of the most challenging, rewarding, and edu-
cational experiences of her life: her four-year
commitment at West Point.

While attending Bowling Green High School,
Jessica has proven herself to be an excep-
tional student and an outstanding student-ath-
lete. In the classroom, Jessica’s accomplish-
ments are unparalleled as she has attained a
perfect 4.0 grade point average, placing her
first in her class of 290 students.

In addition to her academic achievements,
Jessica has performed very well on the fields
of competition. Jessica was the Co-Captain of
the Varsity Cross Country Team and the Var-
sity Volleyball Team. She was also a member
of the Varsity Track and Varsity Basketball
Teams. Jessica was active in the National
Honor Society, German Club, and attended
the United States Air Force Academy’s Sum-
mer Science Seminar.

Mr. Speaker, each year, I have the oppor-
tunity to nominate outstanding young men and
women to the nation’s military academies. I
am pleased that Jessica has accepted her ap-
pointment and will be joining West Point’s
Class of 2002. I would urge my colleagues to
stand and join me in paying special tribute to
Jessica Chapman. I am sure she will do very
well at West Point, and in all of her future en-
deavors.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to show my appreciation for one of our finest
educators and administrators, Ms. Mary Mur-
phy, who is moving on after sixteen years of
invaluable service to Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel High School. She served fourteen years as
an English teacher and Senior advisor, and
three years as principal.

Mary Murphy has inspired hundreds of her
pupils to become outstanding students who
went on to successful careers. But perhaps
more importantly, she emphasized to her stu-
dents the importance of being kind and con-
siderate individuals.

Ms. Murphy is compassionate, caring, funny
and a good listener. These qualities allowed
her to capture students’ attention and become
an important influence in their lives.

I salute Principal Mary Murphy for being an
excellent educator, leader, and role model.
She will be leaving Our Lady of Good Counsel
High School, but her work will always stay in
her students’ hearts and minds.
f
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TIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEE FINAL-
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, for the
last couple of days, Washington, D.C. played
host to 57 state-level winners from all over
America as they vie to win the 1998 National
Geography Bee. Celebrating its 10th anniver-
sary, the National Geography Bee was devel-
oped in response to concern about lack of ge-
ographic knowledge among young people in
the United States. The finalists range from
ages 11 to 15. Each rose above a field of
about 5 million students in order to earn a
place in the 10th annual national champion-
ships. The finals were held on May 19th and
20th hosted for the 10th consecutive year by
Jeopardy’s Alex Trebek.

The state level winners represent all 50
states, the District of Columbia, the five U.S.
territories—American Samoa, Guam, the
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands—and the Department of
Defense Schools. Twelve of the 57 students
are repeat state winners. Ten others com-
peted in the 1997 finals. Among them, Jason
Espiritu, is from my home Island of Guam and
I am proud to announce that he finished in the
top ten.

Jason, a seventh grade student at St. An-
thony’s School in Tamuning, is the son of
Virgilio and Amelia Espiritu. As you may have
guessed, his favorite subjects in school are
Social Studies and Geography. To prepare for
the competition he employed a number of ref-
erence materials such as atlases, almanacs,
news magazines and National Geographic vid-
eos. His fine performance could be contributed
to preparation and his every day habits of
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