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Metro District and Secretary of the
Territory South of the River Ohio.

In 1784, Daniel Smith produced the
first map of the ‘‘Tennessee Govern-
ment.’’ As chairman of the committee
to draft a state constitution, he is
credited with naming the State of Ten-
nessee. He served twice as a United
States Senator. I now yield to my col-
league from Tennessee.

Mr. THOMPSON. Daniel Smith’s
many and great accomplishments are
far too numerous to list in this venue,
but are celebrated daily in the freedom
of our Nation and the struggles of the
early Westward movement. Thomas
Jefferson wrote of Smith after his
death:

For intelligence, well cultivated talents,
for integrity, and usefulness, in soundness of
judgement, in the practice of virtue and in
shunning vice he was equaled by few men,
and in the purity of motive, excelled by
none.

As Tennessee’s United States Sen-
ators, we salute the vision of General
Daniel Smith. He saw the vast poten-
tial in this young nation’s early West-
ward movement, and his love of Ten-
nessee is an inspiration to us all. We
are proud to follow in his footsteps in
the United States Senate, and we join
our fellow Tennesseans in remembering
this proud statesman on the 250th anni-
versary of his birth.∑

f

GRAND FORKS EXHIBITION

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am
here today to talk about a very special
photo exhibit entitled ‘‘Come Hell and
High Water,’’ which is on display this
week in the Rotunda of the Russell
Senate Office Building.

Through some of the most amazing
photographs I have ever seen, the ex-
hibit poignantly tells the story of the
residents throughout the Red River
Valley of North Dakota and Minnesota
who struggled through the most dev-
astating of circumstances during the
winter and spring of 1997.

From the most brutal winter in 50
years, which, when all was said and
done, had dropped more than 100 inches
of snow on the region; to the most sig-
nificant flooding in recorded history
that resulted in the Red River cresting
26 feet above flood stage at Grand
Forks and forcing an evacuation of
nearly all 50,000 residents in the middle
of the night; to, when no one could
imagine it getting any worse, the dev-
astating fire that destroyed the heart
of downtown Grand Forks; to the tre-
mendous outpouring of assistance that
brought hope from the Administration
and organizations such as the Amer-
ican Red Cross, and the thousands of
volunteers from throughout the United
States; to the beginning of the recov-
ery process, which continues to this
day and will continue as the cities of
Grand Forks and East Grand Forks re-
build bigger, better, and stronger than
they were before these devastating
events. Each of these 37 photographs is
worth not only a thousand words, but

thousands of lives—the lives that were
so greatly impacted by these events.

I am proud to say to my colleagues
today that the City of Grand Forks has
made tremendous strides in over-
coming these seemingly insurmount-
able odds. The flood destroyed more
than 800 homes in Grand Forks. Today,
Grand Forks Homes, in partnership
with several agencies and local lenders,
have contracted to build 222 new homes
in three new subdivisions. Fifty-four of
these homes are complete, and 158
homes are in the framing stage. During
the winter months, 287 families were
housed in FEMA-provided mobile
homes. Currently, only 119 mobile
homes are occupied. Of the 41 historic
downtown buildings destroyed by flood
waters and 11 destroyed by fire, 20
properties have been acquired through
the Central Business District Business
Acquisition program, and 25 more have
been targeted for buyout. The Business
and Industry Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram has committed more than $1.5
million to 76 businesses to help provide
for post-flood economic development.
The Noah’s Ark building, a 170,000
square foot office and industrial build-
ing that will provide new economic de-
velopment opportunities for the com-
munity, is slated to be finished July
1st. The Corporate Center, composed of
two buildings currently under con-
struction in downtown Grand Forks,
will house three larger businesses and
will provide economic vitality to this
area.

I commend the residents of Grand
Forks for their strength, perseverance,
and commitment to their wonderful
community.

I would like to take this time to
thank the exhibit sponsors: the Bremer
Foundation of St. Paul and the Knight-
Ridder Corporation of Miami, who have
allowed this exhibit to be displayed at
the Newseum, the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, the Kennedy Center, and through-
out the State of North Dakota.

Also, a special thank you to all the
photographers who so dramatically
captured the events, the lives, the emo-
tions, and the heart of the Red River
Valley.

I urge my colleagues to take the time
to view this exhibit and begin to truly
understand not only the devastation of
the events of 1997, but more impor-
tantly, the resilience, the spirit, and
the strength of the citizens of the Red
River Valley.∑
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TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL E.
STEPHENS

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Mr. Michael E. Ste-
phens, the founder of ReLife, Inc., a na-
tion-wide rehabilitation system, and
the namesake of the Michael E. Ste-
phens College of Business at the Uni-
versity of Montevallo in Alabama. Mr.
Stephens is a remarkable man, a dis-
tinguished citizen and a leader in the
field of health care and physical reha-
bilitation.

Mr. Stephens was born and raised in
Alabama and began attending the Uni-
versity of Montevallo in 1962. However,
his path through college was a long,
complicated one. Though Michael Ste-
phens is today a highly successful en-
trepreneur, recognized for his many ac-
complishments and his generous civic
spirit, his first attempt at college was
incomplete! Instead, Mr. Stephens left
the University in 1966 for a series of
jobs in the insurance industry. Several
years later, at the age of 26, he broke
his neck in a horrible diving accident.
Despite being told he would never walk
again, with extensive rehabilitation—
and steely determination—Michael
Stephens overcame the most signifi-
cant obstacle of his life. Amazingly, he
fully recovered in less than a year, and
almost ten years after he had begun his
college education, Mr. Stephens re-
turned to the University of Montevallo.

Michael Stephens received his under-
graduate degree in business from the
University of Montevallo in 1973 and
his Master’s Degree in 1975 from the
University of Alabama at Birmingham.
He went to work in rehabilitative serv-
ices for the Lakeshore Rehabilitation
Hospital. Based upon his own experi-
ence, Mr. Stephens was committed to
providing comprehensive services and
quality care to people with physical
disabilities. Under his leadership,
Lakeshore Hospital became a world-
class rehabilitative center. By intro-
ducing new rehabilitative services,
such as speech therapy, recreational
programs, psychological counseling
and outpatient job training, Mr. Ste-
phens created a new way of dealing
with disability. In fact, Forbes Maga-
zine said, ‘‘Stephens turned little
Lakeshore into a model laboratory for
his idea about rehabilitation.’’ In the
mid-1980’s, he founded the Lakeshore
Foundation, a non-profit organization
designed to assist people with physical
disabilities. Specifically, the Founda-
tion focused on training athletes. Al-
most overnight, Mr. Stephens’ athletic
program grew. Lakeshore’s athletes
went on to become among the most
successful in the paralympics: breaking
records in all events and winning nu-
merous gold, silver and bronze medals.
His successful approach to rehabilita-
tion led to his founding of ReLife, a
publicly-traded national health-serv-
ices corporation, in 1986.

Through ReLife, Mr. Stephens real-
ized his dream of reinventing rehabili-
tation. By 1992, ReLife ran over forty
rehabilitation facilities. In 1994, when
ReLife merged with HealthSouth Cor-
poration, Michael Stephens focused his
attention and considerable talents on
other needs of his community. He be-
came a member of the board of trustees
of the Alabama Symphony Orchestra
and the Naples, Florida Philharmonic
Center for the Arts. Additionally, he is
a former member of both the Presi-
dent’s Committee on Hiring the Handi-
capped and the National Association of
Rehabilitation Facilities and is active
in the Alabama State Health Coordi-
nating Council. Mr. Stephens’ business
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