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Association—ATLA—the White House 
and others. This provision responds to 
concerns that the previous version of 
the bill would have left injured implant 
recipients without a means of seeking 
compensation if the manufacturer or 
other responsible party is bankrupt or 
otherwise judgment-proof. As now 
drafted, the bill provides that in such 
cases, a plaintiff may bring the raw 
materials supplier back into a lawsuit 
after judgment if a court concludes 
that evidence exists to warrant holding 
the supplier liable. 

Finally, let me add that the bill does 
not cover lawsuits involving silicone 
gel breast implants. 

In short, Mr. President, the Biomate-
rials provisions of this bill are—and I 
am not engaging in hyperbole when I 
say this—potentially a matter of life 
and death for the millions of Ameri-
cans who rely on implantable medical 
devices to survive. This bill would 
make sure that implant manufacturers 
still have access to the raw materials 
they need for their products, while at 
the same time ensuring that those in-
jured by implants are able to get com-
pensation for injuries caused by defec-
tive implants. 

In closing, let me once again con-
gratulate Senator ROCKEFELLER, Sen-
ator GORTON and the President for 
their success in forging this com-
promise bill. I urge my colleagues to 
support it. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

PRODUCT LIABILITY REFORM ACT 
OF 1997 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the pending 
amendment to Calendar No. 90, S. 648, the 
Product Liability Reform Act of 1997: 

Trent Lott, Don Nickles, Slade Gorton, 
Phil Gramm, John McCain, Spencer 
Abraham, Dan Coats, Dick Lugar, 
Lauch Faircloth, John Chafee, Sam 
Brownback, Ted Stevens, Jon Kyl, Jeff 
Sessions, Mike Enzi, and Judd Gregg. 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-

imous consent, the quorum call has 
been waived. 

VOTE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Is it the sense of the Sen-
ate that debate on the amendment No. 
3064 to S. 648, the Product Liability Re-
form Act, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are required. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the 

Senator from Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON) 
and the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KYL) are necessarily absent. 

I further announce that if present 
and voting, the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KYL) would vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber 
who desire to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 188 Leg.] 

YEAS—51 

Abraham 
Allard 
Ashcroft 
Bennett 
Bond 
Brownback 
Burns 
Campbell 
Chafee 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coverdell 
Craig 
D’Amato 
DeWine 
Domenici 

Enzi 
Faircloth 
Frist 
Gorton 
Gramm 
Grams 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Helms 
Hutchinson 
Inhofe 
Jeffords 
Kempthorne 
Lott 
Lugar 

Mack 
McCain 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Nickles 
Roberts 
Santorum 
Sessions 
Smith (NH) 
Smith (OR) 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stevens 
Thomas 
Thompson 
Thurmond 
Warner 

NAYS—47 

Akaka 
Baucus 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Breaux 
Bryan 
Bumpers 
Byrd 
Cleland 
Conrad 
Daschle 
Dodd 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Feingold 

Feinstein 
Ford 
Glenn 
Graham 
Harkin 
Hollings 
Inouye 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerrey 
Kerry 
Kohl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 

Lieberman 
Mikulski 
Moseley-Braun 
Moynihan 
Murray 
Reed 
Reid 
Robb 
Rockefeller 
Roth 
Sarbanes 
Shelby 
Torricelli 
Wellstone 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Hutchison Kyl 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote the yeas are 51, the nays are 47. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is rejected. 

f 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE RE-
STRUCTURING AND REFORM ACT 
OF 1998—CONFERENCE REPORT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
vote on the adoption of the conference 
report to accompany H.R. 2676, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Conference report to accompany H.R. 2676, 

an act to amend the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, to restructure and reform the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, and for other purposes. 

The Senate resumed consideration of 
the conference report. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I 
would like to express my gratitude to 
all of our colleagues, Democratic and 
Republican, who have worked so hard 
for so long on the Internal Revenue 
Service Restructuring Act of 1998. This 
bipartisan legislation builds on the rec-
ommendations of the year-long Na-

tional Commission on Restructuring of 
the IRS and addresses many of the con-
cerns raised during Congressional hear-
ings. These reforms have been a long 
time coming, and I am pleased to sup-
port them today on the last leg of their 
journey through the legislative proc-
ess. 

We would not be here today, poised 
to enact the most sweeping restruc-
turing of the Internal Revenue Service 
in living memory, if it were not for the 
vision, diligence, and persistence of the 
senior Senator from Nebraska, BOB 
KERREY. Today’s vote represents near-
ly three years of concerted effort on 
the part of Senator KERREY. He devel-
oped the legislation to create the com-
mission in 1995, co-chaired its pro-
ceedings to a successful conclusion in 
1997, and has worked assiduously since 
then with Members of Congress and the 
Administration to shepherd the legisla-
tion to today’s final vote. On behalf of 
the Senate and taxpayers across the 
country, I thank Senator KERREY for 
his inspired public service. 

This legislation has two essential 
goals: to make the IRS more account-
able to private citizens and to trans-
form its culture into one that resem-
bles the customer service orientation 
of a well-run business. 

Too often lately, South Dakota busi-
ness owners, farmers and others have 
told me stories that make IRS tax col-
lectors sound a lot more like a team of 
overzealous special prosecutors. With 
this agreement, we send a strong mes-
sage that the abuse, intimidation, har-
assment, quota systems, and patterns 
of targeting middle and lower-income 
people—or any segment of the public— 
will no longer be tolerated. IRS reform 
will ensure that taxpayers receive the 
fair and equal treatment they deserve. 
It will also pave the way for restoring 
the public’s confidence in our Nation’s 
tax collector. 

I support this conference report be-
cause it will make the IRS more ac-
countable to, and respectful of, tax-
payers. 

The extensive public hearings held by 
the Commission and Congressional 
committees have highlighted manage-
ment problems within the IRS as well 
as individual cases of abuse and harass-
ment by some IRS employees. The new 
IRS Commissioner, Charles Rossotti, 
has begun to implement significant 
changes to the structure and culture of 
the agency. By approving the con-
ference report, the Senate can at last 
give him the tools he needs to expedite 
these necessary changes. 

The bill establishes a new series of 
taxpayer rights, including one that 
places the burden of proof on the IRS 
in disputes before the tax court. It also 
permits a taxpayer to sue for civil 
damages if any IRS employee, in con-
nection with any collection activity, 
negligently disregards the law. I am 
also pleased that the legislation pro-
vides a number of specific protections 
for taxpayers subject to audit or collec-
tion activities and establishes a private 
board of directors to oversee the IRS. 
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