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During World War II, the paratroop-

ers of the 82nd Airborne Division par-
ticipated in the campaigns of Anzio,
Normandy—where I landed with the
325th Glider Infantry Regiment—, and
the Battle of the Bulge. In the years
that have passed since the surrender of
the Axis powers, the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision has been involved in almost
every major military operation under-
taken by the United States. Among
other places, paratroopers have de-
ployed to the Dominican Republic;
Vietnam; Grenada; Panama; and
Southwest Asia in order to protect the
security, interests, and citizens of the
United States. In each and every in-
stance, those who wear the ‘‘Double
AA’’ patch on their shoulder have dis-
tinguished themselves as brave sol-
diers, determined warriors, and great
Americans.

Mr. President, we are indeed fortu-
nate to have the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion as an integral part of the United
States Army. That the paratroopers of
the 82nd are ready to deploy anywhere
in the world with just a few hours no-
tice is testament to the bravery, pro-
fessionalism, and patriotism of these
soldiers. I think it is only fitting that
we honor all those who have ever
served in the 82nd Airborne Division, or
who have ever worn the parachutist
badge, by remembering them on Au-
gust 16, ‘‘National Airborne Day’’. This
is a small, but worthy, way to recog-
nize the contributions that the Air-
borne Soldiers of our Army have made
to keeping the United States free and
safe.
f

IN HONOR OF KENTUCKY STATE
POLICE 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. FORD. Mr President. In 1948,
back in my home state of Kentucky,
Governor Earle C. Clements made the
Commonwealth the 38th state to enact
a State Police Act. Kentucky was
changing rapidly, and Governor
Clements saw a need for a statewide
police force to support the local au-
thorities. With this measure, Kentucky
kicked off fifty proud years of state po-
lice enforcement.

For each twist and turn through the
last half century, the Kentucky State
Police have responded by continuing to
push themselves to provide the best
service they can to protect Kentuck-
ians. The police motto is ‘‘To Serve
and Protect,’’ but the Kentucky State
Police have another slogan as well—‘‘A
Proud Past . . . A Prouder Tomorrow.’’
That says it all about this group of
men and women so committed to Ken-
tucky.

The first decade of the agency
brought the very first pay raise to
state police officers. Their pay went
from $130 to $150 a month. In the Fif-
ties, the state police took to the air
with the first aircraft purchase while
they still patrolled the highways in
‘‘incognito squads,’’ as they called
them, checking for speeders and over-
weight trucks.

The Sixties put the officers in gray
cars just like their gray uniforms, cre-
ating an instantly recognizable pres-
ence in person and on the roadways.
The Kentucky State Police responded
to a need they perceived statewide by
creating Trooper Island, a cost-free
summer camp for underprivileged boys
on a former Army Corps of Engineers
island in Dale Hollow Lake. To this
day, boys and girls who otherwise
would be unable to attend a camp come
for a wonderful week of fun dedicated
to the development of their self-im-
ages.

The Seventies brought massive up-
heaval to the entire country, and Ken-
tucky was no different. A drug enforce-
ment unit became necessary for the
agency, and the first female trooper
was hired. A computerized network was
set up linking state and local law en-
forcement to crime information.

In the Eighties, the Kentucky State
Police coordinated with the Kentucky
National Guard to begin a full scale
marijuana eradication effort. In re-
sponse to a national movement, a toll-
free hotline for reporting drunken driv-
ers was established. And this decade
brought video cameras installed in pa-
trol cars, a centralized laboratory with
state-of-the-art equipment, and the 911
phone system in local communities was
linked to the statewide network. Today
there are sixteen field posts distributed
throughout the state, 1,000 officers, and
comprehensive law enforcement re-
sources. The Kentucky State Police
have responded to each and every
change, continually making them-
selves to be the best force they could
be.

In light of recent events at the Cap-
itol, I am more aware than ever of the
ways police put themselves on the line
to protect our safety each and every
day. It takes a special calling and an
extraordinary commitment to choose
police work as your life’s work. They
have chosen to get up every day and
protect us. They do it even though we
often take them for granted, even
though the work can be thankless,
even though they could lose their life.
I am so appreciative of those men and
women who serve this country in such
a noble way, and today I want to honor
the men and women of the Kentucky
State Police who have served Kentucky
in their own noble way for fifty years.
f

SURFACE TRANPORTATION BOARD
AND THE CONRAIL ACQUISITION
DECISION
Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise

today to commend the Surface Trans-
portation Board (Board) for its recent
actions approving the application of
CSX and Norfolk Southern to acquire
Conrail. As the Board’s 424-page writ-
ten decision of July 23, 1998, explains in
great detail, this merger transaction as
approved will bring railroad competi-
tion into the East like no merger has
ever done before, and it will provide
the opportunity for economic growth

and more jobs both on and off the rail
system throughout the Northeast and
the South, including my state of South
Carolina. I appreciate the way in which
the Board acted in this proceeding in
the public interest, promoting more
competition while preserving the
strength of the transaction as pro-
posed.

The Board is the independent eco-
nomic regulatory agency that oversees
the nation’s rail transportation indus-
try. Under the leadership of Linda Mor-
gan, the Board’s Chairman, who was
with us on the Commerce Committee
for many years, the Board, with its
staff of 135, puts out more work than
much larger agencies, issuing well-rea-
soned, thoughtful, and balanced deci-
sions in tough, contentious cases. In
particular I would like to commend the
efforts of Linda Morgan, the Chairman
of the Surface Transportation Board.
Prior to assuming the Chairmanship,
Linda worked for the Senate Com-
merce Committee. Her tireless efforts
were integral in completing difficult
work in a relatively small time frame.
When we eliminated the Interstate
Commerce Commission, I think that
we underestimated the degree of work
and the complexity of issues that con-
tinue to be brought before the Board,
and in hindsight I believe that we cut
personnel too deeply. The Board has re-
cently issued decisions dealing with
the rail service emergency in the West;
several difficult rail rate cases; mat-
ters involving Amtrak; and proceedings
initiated at the request of Senator
MCCAIN and Senator HUTCHISON to re-
view the status of access and competi-
tion in the railroad industry. In each of
these matters, it has taken on hard
issues and has resolved them fairly and
competently.

The CSX/Norfolk Southern/Conrail
proceeding is the most recent example
of the Board’s ability to address dif-
ficult issues with broad ramifications
and reach a result under the law that
promotes the public interest by best
addressing the needs of all concerned.
In that case, the Board was presented
with a merger proposal that was inher-
ently procompetitive. The railroads
themselves brought to the Board a
transaction that overall would create
two strong, balanced competitors in
the East with the ability to provide im-
proved and more competitive rail serv-
ice opportunities throughout the
Northeast and the South. The trans-
action contemplates substantial in-
vestment in railroad infrastructure,
which we desperately need to accom-
modate the Nation’s expanding econ-
omy, and it is expected that, over time,
the merger should produce over $1 bil-
lion annually in quantifiable public
benefits and numerous other benefits.

Although the overall competitive and
other benefits of the merger proposal,
which were reflected in several nego-
tiated settlements, were well recog-
nized, various interests wanted the
Board to impose conditions to address
environmental and safety issues or to
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