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Skelton
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Yates

b 1814

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, due
to a death in my immediate family, I was not
present during today’s floor proceedings. Had
I been here, I would have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll-
call vote number 457; ‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall vote
number 458; ‘‘No’’ on rollcall number 459; and
‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall vote 460.

f

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 3736, WORK-
FORCE IMPROVEMENT AND PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 1998

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that, in the en-
grossment of the bill, H.R. 3736, the
Clerk be authorized to correct section
numbers, cross-references and punctua-
tion, and to make such stylistic, cleri-
cal, technical, conforming and other
changes as may be necessary to reflect
the actions of the House in amending
the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
S. 2206, HUMAN SERVICES REAU-
THORIZATION ACT

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the Senate bill (S. 2206)
to amend the Head Start Act, the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981, and the Community Services
Block Grant Act to reauthorize and
make improvements to those Acts, to
establish demonstration projects that
provide an opportunity for persons
with limited means to accumulate as-
sets, and for other purposes, with
House amendments thereto, insist on
the House amendments, and agree to
the conference asked by the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? The Chair
hears none and, without objection, ap-
points the following conferees:

Messrs. GOODLING, CASTLE, SOUDER,
CLAY, and MARTINEZ.

There was no objection.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

GOP RESPONSE TO AG CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, 2
years ago, this body made a commit-
ment to the American farmer. Like a
majority of my colleagues, I stood on
this very floor during that farm bill de-
bate and promised my farmers that the
Federal Government would walk hand
in hand with them as our Nation began
the transition to a 21st-century-based
agricultural economy, such an econ-
omy that depends less on government
and more on letting hard-working
American farmers and ranchers do
their best in producing the finest crops
and produce in the world.

Congress and the President must
hold true to our pledge and remain
committed to these free market prin-
ciples. But, at the same time, the Fed-
eral Government must recognize that
agriculture, more than any other sec-
tor of the economy, is constantly sub-
ject to conditions beyond its imme-
diate control.

Unfortunately, this has been evident
in recent years as unprecedented
weather conditions have pummeled
America’s farmers, and the effect of
these conditions upon America’s rural
communities has been devastating.

In my home State of Georgia, the
most recent study done by the Univer-
sity of Georgia places the 1998 crop
losses from forces of nature beyond the
control of farmers in the State of Geor-
gia alone at $767 million. From flood-

soaked cotton last winter to frost-dam-
aged peaches this spring to drought-
stricken peanuts this summer, not a
single crop has been spared, and the
story is the same all across rural
America.

The deteriorating state of America’s
farm economy is a national priority,
and I am pleased to see the leadership
of this body stepping up to the plate
and going to bat for America’s farm
families. In the absence of presidential
leadership in addressing the crisis grip-
ping our rural communities, the Re-
publican majority has taken imme-
diate action to protect our farmers.

Our $4 billion disaster relief measure
will place real money into our farmers’
hands at a time of great need. This
money can now be used to pay off past
operating loans and help our family
farms prepare for the future crop years,
and this relief package accomplishes
this without tearing apart the farm bill
and its commitments made to farmers.

Included in the Republican relief
measure is 2.25 billion in direct pay-
ments to farmers whose crops have
been damaged by weather-related dis-
asters, including special funds targeted
to farmers who have suffered multi-
year crop losses and those suffering se-
vere livestock feed losses. The relief
package also contains over 1.5 billion
in aid to assist farmers in dealing with
the loss of markets and the Clinton ad-
ministration’s inability to keep foreign
markets open for our farmers.

This assistance will come in the form
of one-time increases in the agricul-
tural marketing transition payments
under the 1996 farm bill. While the
damage done by the administration’s
neglect of agricultural trade cannot be
fully offset, this assistance will help
farmers make it through this tem-
porary market turndown. While the
House and Senate Republicans have
had their nose to the grindstone in put-
ting together an agriculture relief
package, our farmers have only re-
ceived a cold shoulder and hot air from
the Clinton administration on this cri-
sis. Now all of a sudden it is the fourth
quarter, and the administration wants
to get up off the sidelines and into the
game.

While I do welcome the administra-
tion in getting off the bench and join-
ing Congress on addressing this ex-
tremely important issue, I must ask
the current administration, where have
you been all year long with respect to
our farmers? In fact, just where has
this administration been on agri-
culture for the last 61⁄2 years?

When Congress passed the 1996 farm
bill and sent it to President Clinton for
signature into law, we joined American
farmers in expecting more aggressive
trade policies, reduced regulation,
lower taxes and increased agriculture
research funding. Well, what has Presi-
dent Clinton given the American farm-
er? No viable trade policy, increased
regulations, resistance to tax relief and
less funding for agricultural research.
Furthermore, the President’s travels
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