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use; $7.2 billion in questioned costs; 14,122
successful prosecutions; 2,405 personnel ac-
tions; and 4,234 suspensions and debarments
of persons or firms doing business with the
Government.

These facts suggest that IGs are
doing the job we intended them to do,
in spite of the fact that they are oper-
ating in a very difficult and more com-
plex environment. The data also sup-
port the fact that the IG’s first respon-
sibility continues to be program and
fiscal integrity; they are not ‘‘tools’’ of
management. Even though, in this day
and age, 1Gs need to make themselves
“relevant”” to both Congress and the
agency, they first must help to make
good programs work better, target
those most vulnerable to waste and
fraud, and help achieve savings wher-
ever they can find them. The record
proves this is clearly what the IG’s
have been about.

The progress | have mentioned is par-
ticularly important since, if anything,
the IG’s role has only become more dif-
ficult in a new political culture dedi-
cated to improving management. With
the passage of the CFO Act, the Gov-
ernment Management Reform Act
(GMRA), and the Government Perform-
ance and Results Act (GPRA), IGs have
inherited some new authority and some
new duties. They now have some re-
sponsibility to ensure that we have ac-
curate, reliable, and complete financial
information on which to base our pol-
icy decisions and, down the road, which
measure how well each program
achieves its goal and at what actual
cost. In that context, IGs have a unique
role in helping to solve management
problems throughout the federal gov-
ernment. The test of their success in
this new mission is much like the one
applied to their old one and—as | have
indicated—the measure of their success
is already evident.

As | approach my last months as a
United States Senator, | look back
with great pride on the accomplish-
ments we have made so far among the
more than 60 statutory IGs. | am the
first one to admit that the 1Gs do not
function perfectly. In fact, any govern-
ment operation can always stand im-
provement. But | strongly believe that
we now have in place a fair, effective,
and useful—if partial—solution to some
very serious management problems in
government. To me, this represents a
singularly important success for the
Congress and the American people, and
one upon which I am hopeful we will
continue to build into the 21st century
and beyond.

I hope all Senators will join me in
supporting this important resolution.e

Mrs. HUTCHISON. | ask unanimous
consent that the joint resolution be
read three times and passed, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating thereto
be printed in the RECORD as if read in
the appropriate place.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 58)
was passed.
The preamble was agreed to.
The joint resolution, with
amble, reads as follows:
S.J. REs. 58

Whereas the Inspector General Act of 1978
(5 U.S.C. App.) was signed into law on Octo-
ber 12, 1978, with overwhelming bipartisan
support;

Whereas Inspectors General now exist in
the 27 largest executive agencies and in 30
other designated Federal entities;

Whereas Inspectors General serve the
American taxpayer by promoting economy,
efficiency, effectiveness and integrity in the
administration of the programs and oper-
ations of the Federal Government;

Whereas Inspectors General conduct and
supervise audits and investigations to both
prevent and detect waste, fraud and abuse in
the programs and operations of the Federal
Government;

Whereas Inspectors General make Congress
and agency heads aware, through semiannual
reports and other activities, of problems and
deficiencies relating to the administration of
programs and operations of the Federal Gov-
ernment;

Whereas Inspectors General work with
Congress and agency heads to recommend
policies to promote economy and efficiency
in the administration of, or preventing and
detecting waste, fraud and abuse in, the pro-
grams and operations of the Federal Govern-
ment;

Whereas Inspectors General receive and in-
vestigate information from Federal employ-
ees and other dedicated citizens regarding
the possible existence of an activity con-
stituting a violation of law, rules, or regula-
tions, or mismanagement, gross waste of
funds, abuse of authority or a substantial
and specific danger to public health and safe-
ty;

Whereas Inspector General actions result
in, on a yearly basis, recommendations for
several billions of dollars to be spent more
effectively; thousands of successful criminal
prosecutions; hundreds of millions of dollars
returned to the United States Treasury
through investigative recoveries; and the
suspension and disbarment of thousands of
individuals or entities from doing business
with the Government;

Whereas for 20 years the Offices of Inspec-
tors General have worked with Congress to
facilitate the exercise of effective legislative
oversight to improve the programs and oper-
ations of the Federal Government: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the Congress—

(1) recognizes the many accomplishments
of the Offices of Inspectors General in pre-
venting and detecting waste, fraud, and
abuse in the Federal Government;

(2) commends the Offices of Inspectors
General and their employees for the dedica-
tion and professionalism displayed in the
performance of their duties; and

(3) reaffirms the role of Inspectors General
in promoting economy, efficiency and effec-
tiveness in the administration of the pro-
grams and operations of the Federal Govern-
ment.

its pre-

MEASURE READ FOR THE FIRST
TIME—S.J. RES. 59

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
understand that Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 59 which was introduced by Sen-
ator GRAMM of Texas is at the desk,
and | now ask for its first reading.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the resolution for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 59) to provide
for a Balanced Budget Constitutional
Amendment that prohibits the use of Social
Security surpluses to achieve compliance.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. | now ask for its
second reading, and | object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The resolution will be read the sec-
ond time on the next legislative day.

COMMISSION ON THE ADVANCE-
MENT OF WOMEN AND MINORI-

TIES IN SCIENCE, ENGINEERING,
AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOP-
MENT

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 1

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3007, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

A bill (H.R. 3007) to establish the Commis-
sion on the Advancement of Women and Mi-
norities in Science, Engineering, and Tech-
nology Development.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read the third time, passed,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the bill be placed in the ap-
propriate place in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3007) was considered
read the third time, and passed.

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS
IN LAWS RELATING TO NATIVE
AMERICANS

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4068, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4068) to make certain technical
corrections in laws relating to Native Ameri-
cans, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read the third time, and passed, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be placed at the appropriate
place in the RECORD.

The
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4068) was considered
read the third time, and passed.

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2,
1998

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m. on
Friday, October 2. | further ask that
when the Senate reconvenes on Friday,
immediately following the prayer, the
Journal of the proceedings be approved,
no resolutions come over under the
rule, the call of the calendar be waived,
the morning hour be deemed to have
expired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved, and the Senate then begin
consideration of S. 442, the Internet
Tax Bill, under the consent agreement
of September 30.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR CLOTURE VOTE ON
MOTION TO PROCEED TO H.R. 10

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the clo-
ture vote on the motion to proceed to
H.R. 10 occur at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Oc-
tober 5.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, for
the information of all Senators, when
the Senate reconvenes on Friday, the
pending business will be the Internet
Tax Bill. An agreement has been
reached on that bill allowing for rel-
evant amendments, with the addition
of a Bumpers amendment regarding
catalog sales. Rollcall votes are ex-
pected during Friday’s session on or in
relation to amendments offered to the
Internet bill, or possibly an executive
nomination. In either case, the first
rollcall vote on Friday’s session will
occur by 10:30 a.m.

Members are reminded that a cloture
motion was filed today on the motion
to proceed to H.R. 10, the Financial
Services Bill. That vote will occur at
5:30 p.m. on Monday, October 5. Also
during Monday’s session, the Senate
may consider any available appropria-
tions conference reports, including the
Agriculture, HUD, and Treasury/Postal
bills. Therefore, further votes could
occur following the 5:30 cloture vote.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, | now ask that the
Senate stand in adjournment under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator SESSIONS.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FIRST BALANCED BUDGET IN 30
YEARS

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, |
would also like to offer remarks that |
have prepared as we celebrate today
the first balanced budget in 30 years. |
had occasion to be elected to the Sen-
ate on a number of issues, but none
more important than a commitment to
work for that goal just 2 years ago.

I remember when | first got here,
Secretary of Treasury Rubin was testi-
fying before the Judiciary Committee
on the question of whether we needed a
balanced budget constitutional amend-
ment that would mandate that we bal-
ance the budget. He said we did not. He
said they had a plan that would bal-
ance the budget by 2002.

I was new. | had been told that Sec-
retary Rubin was quite a skillful wit-
ness and that | should be careful. |
said, ‘““Mr. Secretary, that is a nice
promise you made. But the truth is you
won’t be here in 2002 as Secretary of
the Treasury, will you?”’” Without hesi-
tating, he said, ““Well, | haven’t talked
to the Vice President yet.” But | was
left with a thought that, well, Presi-
dent Clinton would not be here con-
stitutionally as President past his two
full terms, and that he could not make
a promise that we could balance the
budget long after he left office.

So | just say that to say that less
than 2 years ago there was great doubt
in our country and among our public
policy leaders that we would, in fact,
be able to balance the budget.

This Congress has stepped forward
and has made some tough decisions. It
has worked with the administration. It
has put caps on spending that are hold-
ing. And we have now produced a bal-
anced budget amendment with maybe a
$70 billion surplus.

When | traveled across the state two
years ago during my campaign for the
Senate, | learned that foremost in the
minds of Alabamians regarding the fu-
ture of our country was the economic
legacy we as taxpayers were creating
for our children. At the time, that leg-
acy meant budget deficits as far as the
eye could see. | believe that part of the
reason why | was elected to the Senate
was because of my promise to change
that legacy by supporting a balanced
budget, and to do so by cutting spend-
ing and eliminating fraud and abuse.

Today, | am proud to witness as a
Member of Congress, the first balanced
budget in thirty years. It is an historic
event much as Neil Armstrong’s first
steps taken on the Moon in 1969—the
last year there was no budget deficit.

As a result of this achievement, the
American taxpayer is enjoying histori-
cally low interest rates on mortgages,
car loans, and students loans. Those
who could only dream of buying a
home are becoming homeowners. Auto-
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mobiles are more affordable than ever.
And students with college loans are
finding the burden of their debt less-
ened as they graduate and enter the
workforce.

Businesses are benefitting as well.
Lower interest rates mean more money
to invest in capital, and expanded cap-
ital means more jobs. The unemploy-
ment rate is at an historic low of 4.5
percent. The effects of this tight labor
market combined with such low inter-
est rates has meant returns to workers
in the form of higher wages. Indeed, in-
come for the typical American house-
hold rose at nearly twice the rate of in-
flation in 1997.

There are many people that deserve
credit for this historic achievement,
but none more than the American peo-
ple. It is the American people that cre-
ated a mandate for a balanced budget
by electing those of us to office who
would make it their number one prior-
ity to put the country’s books in the
black. I am proud to be part of that
mandate. It is a Republican Congress
who responded to this mandate by pro-
ducing a balanced budget and doing it
ahead of schedule. If this responsibility
had been left to the President, today
we would have a $196 billion deficit,
which he called for in his 1996 budget.

But it is not enough to balance the
budget just once. Now that we have
achieved a balance, we need to main-
tain it. Interest rates don’t respond to
what the deficit is today. They respond
to what people think the deficit is
going to be in the future, and big hur-
dles remain before a future of balanced
budgets can be assured. Today, we
begin a new fiscal year with a surplus
of $63 billion. Yet, hard choices regard-
ing spending must still be made in
order to preserve Social Security and
Medicare, as well as cut taxes in order
to keep the economy and families
strong.

It is a time to celebrate, and | think
we should pause and be grateful.

| thank the Chair. | yield the floor.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned.

Whereupon, the Senate, at 6:58 p.m.,
adjourned until Friday, October 2, 1998,
at 9:30 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate October 1, 1998:

NATIONAL CONSUMER COOPERATIVE BANK

HARRY J. BOWIE, OF MISSISSIPPI, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NATIONAL CON-
SUMER COOPERATIVE BANK FOR A TERM OF THREE
YEARS, VICE TONY SCALLON, TERM EXPIRED.

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

PHYLLIS K. FONG, OF MARYLAND, TO BE INSPECTOR
GENERAL, SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, VICE
JAMES F. HOOBLER.
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