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pastor, the Reverend H. Shirley Clanton, was
assigned to Lane on August 2, 1998.

Mr. Speaker, the Lane Memorial Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church is a beacon of
light and hope in this city. I ask this body to
join me in celebrating its rich history and tradi-
tional of spiritual, civic, and social activism.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay my respects to a young man from my
district who made the ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty. Bernard McAdams was proudly
serving his country at Suwon Air Base as a
member of the First 43rd Air Defense Artillery
Battalion, south of Seoul, South Korea. In less
than two years in the military, McAdams won
commendations for sharpshooting, bravery,
and leadership. Yet, his ultimate act of leader-
ship ultimately cost him his life.

Last month, Private McAdams was assisting
civilians amidst torrential rains on the Korean
peninsula when he and two other soldiers
were killed in a mudslide. However, while
these great forces of nature were able to
sweep him away from his family and friends,
no power exists that can ever rob us of the
sprint that he left behind. A graduate of
Penfield High School near Rochester, New
York, Bernard McAdams was known for his
kindness, his intelligence, and his generosity.
He grew up participating in activities such as
the Boy Scouts, and Jack and Jill of America,
a volunteer service club. He was a lover of
Shakespeare, history, sports and art. In par-
ticular, many will remember him for his skill
and interest in cartooning. Private McAdams
was also a man of faith who was known for
often reading and re-reading the Bible.

Mr. Speaker, the people who knew Private
First Class Bernard McAdams III will forever
be touched by the short time that he had in
this world. This young man died as he lived,
as a hero and as a role model. I send my con-
dolences to his family and on behalf of my col-
leagues, offer my thanks and admiration for
representing this nation with honor and dignity.
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
today Congressman DELAHUNT and I are intro-
ducing legislation to modify the tax on com-
mercial aviation to and from airports located
on sparsely populated islands. Senator
CHAFEE has introduced companion legislation
in the Senate.

The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 replaced
the 10 percent airline ticket tax with a com-
bination ticket tax and per passenger segment
charge. Under prior law, domestic air pas-

senger transportation was subject to an excise
tax equal to 10 percent of the amount of the
ticket price. The new formula, which is gradu-
ally phased-in, is a combination of a 7.5 per-
cent excise tax on the price of a ticket and a
fixed fee of $3 per segment.

Congress enacted a new formula to ensure
a long-term stable funding source for the Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund. The formula was
changed to reflect a user-based approach to
pay for the use of FAA service and facilities.
This new formula has resulted in inequities for
short distance flights between an island and
the mainland. When fully phased-in, the new
tax formula could represent as much as 18
percent of the ticket price of a short distance
flight to an island.

Short distance flights between islands and a
mainland make little demand on Air Traffic
Control (ATC) services as these flights do not
use ATC centers, and rarely use departure or
arrival control. These short island flights usu-
ally are transferred from the departure control
tower to the destination control tower.

Air and ferry transportation provide islands
with a vital link to the mainland for shopping,
employment, health care and other needs. For
these communities, air and ferry service main-
tain a delicate balance, where both are need-
ed to meet the communities’ needs for main-
land access.

The new formula is harsh on island commu-
nities and for this reason, the legislation I am
introducing will provide more equitable tax
treatment for short distance flights to and from
islands. This legislation would modify the tax
to allow island airports to pay a 10 percent ex-
cise tax instead of the new formula which in-
cludes a segment fee. The legislation defines
an island airport as an airport located on an
island with population of 20,000 or less,
400,000 or fewer commercial passengers de-
parting by air from such airport, and 50 per-
cent or more of the initial flight segments of
such commercial passengers are 100 miles or
less.

I urge my colleagues to review this legisla-
tion and to consider addressing the inequities
that were created by the new ticket tax for-
mula.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
invite my colleagues to join me in congratulat-
ing my constituent and a fellow educator, Pro-
fessor Cathleen Kennedy of the College of
San Mateo, for her extraordinary dedication to
teaching, her commitment to students, and her
innovative teaching methods.

Recently, Mr. Speaker, the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement of Teaching
named Professor Kennedy the Outstanding
Community College Professor of the Year as
a mark of her high achievement. Professor
Kennedy was selected from among more than
500 faculty members nominated by colleges
and universities across our country in the U.S.
Professors of the Year program—the only na-

tional award program which recognizes col-
lege professors for their teaching.

As a former professional computer systems
consultant, Professor Cathleen Kennedy left
consulting to serve as a role model and help
others achieve their dreams. She encourages
her students to envision themselves as future
programmers or engineers. By persuading the
Network Professional Association and several
corporations to help develop an on-campus
Networking Technologies Lab, Professor Ken-
nedy has provided her students the oppor-
tunity to access the latest computer hardware
and software and allowed them to work with
experienced professionals on the newest tech-
nologies. Among her other numerous accom-
plishments, Professor Kennedy also adapted
an introductory computer science course for
distance learning, providing multimedia mate-
rials and support for students through
voicemail, e-mail, and the World Wide Web.

Mr. Speaker, Professor Cathleen Kennedy
is a teacher who exemplifies the ideals of in-
novation and selflessness. She is truly the
Outstanding Community College Professor of
this nation. The College of San Mateo as well
as all of San Mateo County are greatly re-
warded by her presence and by the ideals of
higher education that she represents so admi-
rably. I urge my colleagues to join me in ex-
tending to her our best wishes and congratula-
tions for her outstanding achievement.
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak for one minute about American
Muslim involvement in our Nation’s political
process. Participation is a fundamental re-
quirement for the strength of our democracy,
so it is gratifying when I see a community
making such great strides toward becoming
politically active. The American Muslim com-
munity is drawing strength from their common
interests to bring issues of concern to the fore-
front.

This summer, I had the pleasure of attend-
ing the American Muslim Council’s (AMC) 7th
Annual National Convention. The AMC was
established in 1990 to provide a fair and accu-
rate picture of the American Muslim commu-
nity to policy makers. The theme of the con-
vention was ‘‘Strengthening Our Common
Ground.’’ I was amazed at the diversity of this
gathering. The attendees were from a wide
variety of backgrounds with their American citi-
zenship and religion as their common bonds.
Important issues on their agenda included pro-
tection of Muslim families from harassment,
media abuse, and obstacles for Muslim stu-
dents in public schools.

I would like to bring your attention to an arti-
cle by Larry Witham that recently appeared in
the Washington Times. It aptly describes the
Muslim community’s quest to become more
active in local and national politics.

The article explains that although many
American Muslims are still absent from civic
and political activities, increased involvement
of the community has begun to make a posi-
tive difference. American Muslims have been
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