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Darlene always has a smile for every-

one who walks into my office. She al-
ways knows who to call to solve a prob-
lem. She has been a mother figure and
an inspiration to all of the young peo-
ple who have interned in my Las
Cruces office.

Darlene has been my representative
to the business community, worked ex-
tensively with county and municipal
government officials and of course, the
Hispanic community. She has worked
on border issues and has helped keep
the Texans under control The latter is
no small feat.

I want to thank Darlene for all of her
hard work, and wish her the best in re-
tirement. God bless you, Darlene, for
all that you have done for me and for
the people of New Mexico.∑
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HONORING RODRIGO d’ESCOTO

∑ Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN. Mr. Presi-
dent, it is my honor to rise today to
recognize a distinguished resident and
successful businessman from my home
state of Illinois, Mr. Rodrigo d’Escoto.
Last month, Mr. d’Escoto was named
the National Minority Male Entre-
preneur of the Year by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Minority Develop-
ment Agency. This award recognizes
Mr. d’Escoto’s Hispanic heritage, his
success as an entrepreneur, and his
service and dedication to the commu-
nity.

Mr. d’Escoto is the founder and
chairman of d’Escoto, Inc., a Chicago-
based architectural engineering firm.
Established in 1972, d’Escoto, Inc. is
one of the largest Hispanic-owned firms
of its kind in the Midwest. Over the
last twenty five years, the firm has
participated in some of the most ambi-
tious and important design/construc-
tion projects in the Chicago area.
These projects include the Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital Expansion
project, the expansion of the McCor-
mick Place Convention Center and
Hotel, the construction of the new
Cook County Hospital, the ongoing ex-
pansion of O’Hare International Air-
port and the construction of the air-
port’s new international terminal. Cer-
tainly, Rodrigo d’Escoto and d’Escoto
Inc. have contributed greatly to the
look and structure of Chicago, one of
the world’s great architectural cities.

As is often the case with someone
who has achieved so much profes-
sionally, Rodrigo d’Escoto is a commit-
ted community member. Among the
many boards and organizations that
Mr. d’Escoto has given his time and ex-
pertise to are: the Harold Washington
Foundation, the Urban League, the
United Way, the United States His-
panic Chamber of Commerce, the
Pilsen Resurrection Development Cor-
poration, the National Association of
Latino Elected and Appointed Officials,
the Centro Hispano Americano, the
City of Chicago Planning Commission,
the Alliance of Latinos and Jews, and
the Hispanic American Construction
Industry Association. It is important

to note that this is only a partial list
of the many worthwhile and important
enterprises that Rodrigo d’Escoto has
touched over the years.

Mr. President, as one can see, the di-
mensions of Rodrigo d’Escoto’s profes-
sional and civic accomplishments are
of breathtaking proportions. Indeed, he
is quite deserving of being named the
National Minority Male Entrepreneur
of the Year. I am confident that my
Senate colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Mr. d’Escoto and d’Escoto,
Inc. for this prestigious award, and in
wishing them much continued success
in the future.∑
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HIGHER EDUCATION
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the Higher Education Reauthorization
Act that passed the Senate by a 96–0
vote last week.

Mr. President, this legislation illus-
trates this Congress’ strong support for
education, particularly higher edu-
cation. This bill will make strong in-
vestments in our future by increasing
the availability of financial aid to stu-
dents in need, thereby allowing more
students to benefit from our higher
education system. Specifically, the bill
lowers students’ five-year loan rate to
the lowest it has been for 17 years. Con-
gress was able to strike a balance of
lowering the rates students pay on
their loans to 7.46 percent while keep-
ing commercial lenders in the market.
This reduction in interest rates will re-
sult in a savings of $700 on the average
debt of $13,000 and savings of more than
$1,000 on a $20,000 debt. By striking this
balance, the long-term stability of the
student loan program will continue.

The Higher Education Reauthoriza-
tion Act also increases the maximum
Pell Grant available to low-income stu-
dents. Beginning in 1999, the maximum
student Pell Grant authorization level
will increase gradually each year from
the current level of $3,000 to $5,800 in
2003. This change will enable low-in-
come students to afford college and ac-
cumulate less debt.

The bill also includes an important
change to the State Student Incentive
Grant (SSIG) program that is of par-
ticular importance to me. Under this
legislation, the SSIG program was re-
formed and changed to the Special
Leveraging Education Assistance Part-
nership (LEAP) Program. Working
with Senators JEFFORDS, COLLINS, and
REED, I was able to have language in-
cluded under the LEAP Program to
provide scholarships for low-income
students studying mathematics, com-
puter science, or engineering. I believe
this language is particularly important
given the current shortage of high-tech
workers. Through the LEAP program,
States are provided matching money
from the Federal Government to pro-
vide grants for students entering var-
ious fields of study.

The Higher Education Reauthoriza-
tion Act makes a strong commitment

to pre-K and K–12 education by creat-
ing a loan forgiveness program for stu-
dents who earn a degree and obtain em-
ployment in the child care industry, as
well as for students who gain teaching
jobs in school districts serving large
populations of low-income children.
The loan forgiveness program will pro-
vide an important incentive for teach-
ers to go into underserved areas and
fields. Coupled with this provision, the
Higher Education Act strengthens and
promotes greater accountability within
current teacher preparation programs.
The legislation provides State and
local partnerships with incentives to
place a greater focus on academics and
strong teaching skills for teacher cer-
tification programs. By focusing on
teacher preparation, this bill increases
the likelihood that students will be
adequately prepared and able to suc-
ceed in our higher education system.

In all, this legislation demonstrates
the bipartisan nature of this Congress’
commitment to education. This bill
will impact thousands of college-bound
students each year and will prepare
thousands of school-age children for
higher education in the years to come.∑
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THE TRUE STORY OF HYDROGEN
AND THE ‘‘HINDENBURG’’ DISAS-
TER

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, for
many years I have spoken of the prom-
ise of hydrogen energy as our best hope
for an environmentally safe sustain-
able energy future. My vision, and the
vision of many of our top scientists is
simple. Hydrogen, which is produced by
renewable energy with absolutely no
pollution and no resource depletion of
any kind, will prove a truly sustainable
energy option.

I recognize that hydrogen is not yet a
form of energy widely known to the
American public. In fact, hydrogen has
an unfortunate association. I would
like to spend a few minutes dispelling
one unfortunate myth of hydrogen en-
ergy.

Mr. President, mention the word
‘‘hydrogen’’ and many people remem-
ber the Hindenburg—the dirigible that
caught fire back in May of 1937, killing
36 of the 97 people on board. Now,
thanks to the scientific sleuthing of
Addison Bain, a retired NASA scientist
with 30 years experience with hydro-
gen, we can state with a fair degree of
certainty that the Hindenburg would
have caught fire even without any hy-
drogen on board.

This detective story was reported in
a recent issue of Popular Science. I ask
that the Popular Science article be
printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
at the conclusion of my remarks.

Addison Bain collected actual sam-
ples from the Hindenburg—the cloth
bags that contained the hydrogen—
which were saved as souvenirs by the
crowd awaiting the Hindenburg at
Lakehurst, New Jersey on May 6, 1937.
When these samples were analyzed by
modern techniques, Bain discovered
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