October 8, 1998

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WOoOLSEY) for her strong supportive ar-
guments.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
Fox), a member of our Committee on
International Relations.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I commend the gentleman from
California (Mr. LaNTOos) for his out-
standing bill, along with the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN) for bring-
ing this forward today. They have been
together a team working on this im-
portant issue for the U.S. Government
to identify Holocaust-era assets and
urging the restitution of individual and
communal property for some time.

So the resolution offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),
with the great support of the gen-
tleman from New York, together have
forged a great alliance in the Commit-
tee on International Relations and we
appreciate their leadership and this is
a resolution that deserves 100 percent
support from this body.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution specifi-
cally expresses support of the U.S. Gov-
ernment to identify Holocaust-era as-
sets. It was only in recent months and
years that we have learned about some
of these assets that the public did not
know about that people did not realize
were there. And because of their ef-
forts, we have now gone forward to
identify those assets.

The Holocaust, as we know, was one
of the most tragic and complex horrors
of this century; an era we never want
to see repeated ever in this world ever
in our time. Whereas among their
many atrocities committed by the
Nazis was their systematic effort to
confiscate property wrongfully from in-
dividuals, many of whom never lived,
but their families and heirs have never
received.

The Nazi regime used foreign finan-
cial institutions to launder and hold
the property illegally confiscated. In
the post-communist period of transi-
tion, many of the countries in Europe
have begun to enact legal procedures
for the restitution of this property. But
this resolution, Mr. Speaker, will help
us forge efforts in the House and the
Senate, in banking circles and other
economic circles, to make sure that
the restitution will come about and
that the heirs and survivors of the Hol-
ocaust will be able to get what is right-
fully theirs, because of this resolution
and the other items and initiatives
that will follow.

Whereas the two significant agree-
ments have recently been reached, the
first between Holocaust survivors and
private Swiss banks and the second be-
tween Holocaust survivors and Euro-
pean insurance companies, we will see
that the Holocaust survivors’ families
will be recognized.

Nothing can ever take back all the
hurt, the pain, the suffering, the loss of
life. But the House of Representatives
can certainly, working together with
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the Senate and the President, take
strides to make sure that we recognize
our responsibility to the Holocaust sur-
vivors and to end this sad chapter of
the world and at least do what we can
to help those victims put their lives
back together.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 557.

The question was taken.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule | and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on the motion will be postponed.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 4309. An act to provide a comprehen-
sive program of support for victims of tor-
ture.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the Com-
mittee of Conference on the disagree-
ing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 1853) ““An Act to amend the Carl
D. Perkins Vocational and Applied
Technology Education Act.”’.

CONDEMNING THE FORCED ABDUC-
TION OF UGANDAN CHILDREN
AND THEIR USE AS SOLDIERS

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 309)
condemning the forced abduction of
Ugandan children and their use as sol-
diers, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 309

Whereas the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) has abducted approximately 10,000
children, some as young as 8 years old, in
northern Uganda to support its efforts to
overthrow the Government of Uganda;

Whereas the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights in March 1998 condemned
““in the strongest terms’ the LRA’s child ab-
ductions;

Whereas children kidnapped by the LRA
are forced to raid and loot villages, fight in
the front lines against the Ugandan army,
serve as sexual slaves to rebel commanders,
and help kill other abducted children who
try to escape;

Whereas the LRA, led by Joseph Kony, has
continued to kill, torture, maim, rape, and
abduct large numbers of civilians, virtually
enslaving numerous children;
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Whereas LRA child abductees serve as sur-
rogates for Sudanese government forces
against the south;

Whereas Sudanese government soldiers de-
liver food supplies, vehicles, ammunition,
and arms to LRA base camps in government-
controlled southern Sudan;

Whereas children who manage to escape
from LRA captivity find their families dis-
placed or deceased and have little access to
rehabilitation programs, and in many in-
stances their families are afraid for their
children turned toy soldiers to return home;

Whereas children are conscripted, coaxed,
or tricked into volunteering for the armed
forces and are sometimes sold to armies and
armed groups by impoverished families;

Whereas the United Nations has rec-
ommended the establishment, through the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, of age 18 as the mini-
mum age for recruitment and participation
of individuals in armed forces; and

Whereas the International Committee of
the Red Cross, the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations High
Commission on Refugees, and the United Na-
tions High Commissioner on Human Rights,
as well as many nongovernmental organiza-
tions such as Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch, also support the es-
tablishment of 18 as the minimum age for
military recruitment and participation in
armed conflict: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the abduction of children by
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in north-
ern Uganda and calls for the immediate re-
lease of all LRA child captives;

(2) urges Olara Otunnu, the recently ap-
pointed United Nations Special Representa-
tive on Children and Armed Conflict, to take
appropriate measures to resolve the LRA
problem;

(3) encourages the United Nations Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child to investigate
the situation in northern Uganda;

(4) calls on the Al-Bashir government to
cease supporting the LRA in the abductions
and kidnapping of children in Northern
Uganda;

(5) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State to support efforts to end the abduc-
tion of children by the LRA and obtain their
release; and

(6) asks the President to provide more sup-
port to United Nations agencies and non-
governmental organizations working to re-
habilitate former child soldiers and re-
integrate them into society.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
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