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and I will tell you this as a young
mayor of 27 years old, I was told by the
Carter administration, that is how far
this problem has gone, that, Mr.
Mayor, we don’t want to do anything
that may be embarrassing to Mexico,
because we are trying to close a deal on
oil.

I would just ask my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to consider the
fact that someone said we do not want
to confront a major corporation with
polluting our water because it might
embarrass them.

I do not think my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle would ever stand
for their neighborhoods being polluted,
and in fact would not support allowing
$200 million of taxpayer funds to be
wasted or not put to appropriate use.
$200 million is going to be spent by the
taxpayers of the United States to ad-
dress this problem, and the problem is
continuing.

Now, what was the resolution voted
against by all but 28 Members of the
Democratic Caucus? The resolution
said if Mexico does not stop polluting
U.S. waters, Congress will take a look
at our treaties that relate to Mexico.
Can you imagine that being so out-
rageous, that if the pollution keeps
going, we are going to continue to shut
it down? That we are just going to ig-
nore it, because we do not want to even
look at our treaty obligations?

I do not believe my colleagues who
voted against this bill read the bill or
understood the bill, and I do not be-
lieve that all but 28 Members of the
Democratic Caucus believes that they
should vote no to clean up the sewage
problems and the pollution problems
along our border.
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I do believe they got wrapped up in
this partisan bickering this week that
says if a Republican proposes it, let us
vote against it. They voted against it,
even though it was against the envi-
ronment.

I would ask every one of them to go
back to their constituents and say,
citizens, I believe that our treaties
with Mexico are more important than
the environment; that Washington
should continue not to address this
issue comprehensively, that Washing-
ton should find excuses for Mexico pol-
luting our waters.

Mr. Speaker, no one in this House
has worked longer and harder at work-
ing with Mexico, at taking care of this
problem. But we do not solve problems
by ignoring them or walking around
them. I have dear colleagues on this
side that come from my State that I
will continue to work on pollution
problems with, but because we got so
wrapped up in the partisan bickering,
we had votes that were totally con-
trary to the historical facts, and dese-
crated our environment.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, put
the partisanship away. Let us vote for
our children, our environment, and

quit finding excuses to vote no on ev-
erything that comes before this floor.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HAYWORTH). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Hawaii
(Mr. ABERCROMBIE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. ABERCROMBIE addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
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THE FEDERAL ROLE IN FUNDING
FOR EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BALLENGER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, I
think everybody has heard that great
and wonderful quotation about ‘‘We are
from the Federal Government and we
are here to help you.’’

I don’t know how many are old
enough to remember the good old days
before the Federal Government got
into funding the education program
that we all have throughout our coun-
try. I think, unless I am mistaken,
since they got in there and we were
taking test scores and things like that,
the grades have gone down.

The Federal Government’s assistance
has been fabulous. They come up and
say, we are going to give you 6 percent
of all your funding. That is what they
have done so far. Six percent is all the
Federal Government gives us in fund-
ing education at the local level, but
they give us 100 percent of the rules
and regulations by which we have to
operate.

I know at this particular time, back
in the 1960s, I kept trying to tell peo-
ple, do not accept Federal money be-
cause it will come with strings, and
you will not have the slightest idea
what they are going to tell you to do
the next day. But they did.

It was not too long ago, I think about
6 or 8 months ago, or maybe when we
first came in and got control of Con-
gress, we decided that somebody, some-
where, ought to come up with the idea
of preventing unfunded mandates.

Let me give Members an idea of un-
funded mandates. Unfunded mandates
are what the Federal Government says
you have to do if you accept their
money. So here we are, accepting 6 per-
cent of the money from the Federal
Government, and they come up with
new ideas. One of the ones they came
up with, and I am not saying that this
particular idea was terribly wrong, it is
called IDEA. It is the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act.

Basically, what it was is children
with disabilities were not getting a
proper education, so the Federal Gov-
ernment, being thoughtful and think-
ing of what was right and what was
wrong, decided we are going to man-
date to you folks back home in your
school system, we are going to man-

date that you take this special edu-
cation pot and take care of these chil-
dren.

So they did. They mandated that we
do it, and guaranteed, let me just tell
the Members, they guaranteed that
they would fund up to 40 percent of this
total amount of money that was going
to be given to run this special edu-
cation program.

So far, and I have been here in Con-
gress 12 years now, under the Demo-
crats they never raised anything. They
got up to 7 percent and that is where
they stopped. They never got any high-
er. They were supposed to come up
with 40, and promised us in blood, we
will give you 40 percent of the costs,
but they never did. They never got up
over 7 percent. Really, we took control
4 years ago, and we have increased it to
11 percent. But stop and talk about a
mandate, this program is underfunded
by $10 billion.

The President has come along with a
great and wonderful idea, 100,000 new
teachers. Can Members imagine how
they are going to fund these teachers?
Why in the world, if they are coming
up with all these brilliant ideas, do we
not fund programs that we have al-
ready brought up?

The fact of unfunded mandates is one
of the major things. I was a county
commissioner for 8 years. We spent
time after time trying to figure out, if
we took the Federal money, what were
the strings they were going to put on it
and make us do? If we wanted money
for a sewer but we had to apply for
water, we could not use it for whatever
is necessary. At one time under Presi-
dent Nixon, they decided to open it up
and let them take Federal money and
do with it what they thought they real-
ly needed, but that is not the way it
operates still.

We passed that program several years
ago, just a couple years ago, about un-
funded mandates. Let me say, they are
coming along now and telling us how
much they are going to help us with
construction of schools. The Federal
Government is going to step into this
and help get school construction start-
ed.

I do not know if Members have ever
heard of a thing called the Davis-Bacon
Act. The Davis-Bacon Act says if there
is a dollar’s worth of Federal money in
any construction, they must pay what
is a little higher than union wages. In
an area like mine in the South, and we
are a right-to-work State, if we accept-
ed a dollar’s worth of Federal money to
construct schools in our State, it
would cost us 30 percent more.

In other words, if we wanted to build
a $1 million school and we accepted the
Federal money, because of the addi-
tional labor costs, it would cost us
$1,300,000, a complete loss of $300,000
worth of local money because we ac-
cepted something from the Federal
Government.

All of these great and wonderful
things about the 100,000 teachers, and
helping us with schools, all of this is
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