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(1) to provide for early payment of vendors in
cases where an agency will implement an
electronic payment technology which im-
proves agency cash management and busi-
ness practice.”.

(b) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT ELECTRONIC PAY-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to an agreement
between the head of an executive agency and
the applicable financial institution or insti-
tutions based on terms acceptable to the
Secretary of the Treasury, the head of such
agency may accept an electronic payment,
including debit and credit cards, to satisfy a
nontax debt owed to the agency.

(2) GUIDELINES FOR AGREEMENTS REGARDING
PAYMENT.—The Secretary of the Treasury
shall develop guidelines regarding agree-
ments between agencies and financial insti-
tutions under paragraph (1).

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous
consent that the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute be considered as
read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
this is a bipartisan piece of legislation
that passed the House on the suspen-
sion calendar last week. The version
before us now has been modified to re-
flect the views of the relevant Senate
committees of jurisdiction as well as
those of the administration. The bill is
necessary as uncollected debt owed the
Federal Government continues to be a
major problem. According to the De-
partment of Treasury, delinquent
nontax debts owed to the Federal Gov-
ernment totaled $51 billion at the end
of Fiscal Year 1997.
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Of this amount, $47.2 billion was de-
linquent for more than 180 days.

This bill will prove improve the effi-
ciency and economy of Federal debt
collection practices. It builds on other
debt collection initiatives and provides
the Federal Government with impor-
tant debt collection tools.

The bill requires agencies to report
to Congress on uncollected delinquent
non-tax debts over $1 million. The bill
also authorizes agencies to sell non-tax
loans and bar delinquent debtors from
obtaining a Federal permit or license,
Federal contract, or other award or re-
newal of a Federal benefit. H.R. 4857
contains these important provisions
and many others designed to improve
the efficiency and effectiveness of the
debt collection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the amendment in the
nature of a substitute offered by the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS).

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute was agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.
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AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN ENROLL-
MENT OF H.R. 3910, AUTOMOBILE
NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA ACT

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent to take from
the Speaker’s table the Senate concur-
rent resolution (S. Con. Res. 129) to
correct a technical error in the enroll-
ment of H.R. 3910, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alaska?

The Chair has not received assur-
ances of clearance from the minority
at this time.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
we have been assured of the clearance
by the minority. There is minority on
the floor. They agree with it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The re-
quest of the gentleman is withdrawn.

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
COMMERCIALIZATION ACT OF 1998

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Science be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of the bill (H.R.
4859) to improve the ability of Federal
agencies to license federally owned in-
ventions, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

H.R. 4859

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Technology
Transfer Commercialization Act of 1998,
SEC. 2. COOPERATIVE RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-

MENT AGREEMENTS.

Section 12(b)(1) of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3710a(b)(1)) is amended by inserting ‘‘or, sub-
ject to section 209 of title 35, United States
Code, may grant a license to an invention
which is federally owned, for which a patent
application was filed before the granting of
the license, and directly within the scope of
the work under the agreement,”” after ‘“‘under
the agreement,”’.

SEC. 3. LICENSING FEDERALLY OWNED INVEN-
TIONS.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Section 209 of title 35,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“8§209. Licensing federally owned inventions

““(@) AUTHORITY.—A Federal agency may
grant an exclusive or partially exclusive li-
cense on a federally owned invention under
section 207(a)(2) only if—

““(1) granting the license is a reasonable
and necessary incentive to—

“(A) call forth the investment capital and
expenditures needed to bring the invention
to practical application; or

‘“(B) otherwise promote the
utilization by the public;

““(2) the Federal agency finds that the pub-
lic will be served by the granting of the li-

invention’s
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cense, as indicated by the applicant’s inten-
tions, plans, and ability to bring the inven-
tion to practical application or otherwise
promote the invention’s utilization by the
public, and that the proposed scope of exclu-
sivity is not greater than reasonably nec-
essary to provide the incentive for bringing
the invention to practical utilization, as pro-
posed by the applicant, or otherwise to pro-
mote the invention’s utilization by the pub-
lic;

““(3) the applicant makes a commitment to
achieve practical utilization of the invention
within a reasonable time, which time may be
extended by the agency upon the applicant’s
request and the applicant’s demonstration
that the refusal of such extension would be
unreasonable;

““(4) granting the license will not tend to
substantially lessen competition or create or
maintain a violation of the Federal antitrust
laws; and

“(5) in the case of an invention covered by
a foreign patent application or patent, the
interests of the Federal Government or
United States industry in foreign commerce
will be enhanced.

““(b) MANUFACTURE IN UNITED STATES.—A
Federal agency shall normally grant a li-
cense under section 207(a)(2) to use or sell
any federally owned invention in the United
States only to a licensee who agrees that
any products embodying the invention or
produced through the use of the invention
will be manufactured substantially in the
United States.

““(c) SMALL BuUsINESss.—First preference for
the granting of any exclusive or partially ex-
clusive licenses under section 207(a)(2) shall
be given to small business firms having equal
or greater likelihood as other applicants to
bring the invention to practical application
within a reasonable time.

““(d) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—ANYy licenses
granted under section 207(a)(2) shall contain
such terms and conditions as the granting
agency considers appropriate. Such terms
and conditions shall include provisions—

“(1) retaining a nontransferrable, irrev-
ocable, paid-up license for any Federal agen-
cy to practice the invention or have the in-
vention practiced throughout the world by
or on behalf of the Government of the United
States;

““(2) requiring periodic reporting on utiliza-
tion of the invention, and utilization efforts,
by the licensee, but only to the extent nec-
essary to enable the Federal agency to deter-
mine whether the terms of the license are
being complied with; and

““(3) empowering the Federal agency to ter-
minate the license in whole or in part if the
agency determines that—

“(A) the licensee is not executing its com-
mitment to achieve practical utilization of
the invention, including commitments con-
tained in any plan submitted in support of
its request for a license, and the licensee
cannot otherwise demonstrate to the satis-
faction of the Federal agency that it has
taken, or can be expected to take within a
reasonable time, effective steps to achieve
practical utilization of the invention;

““(B) the licensee is in breach of an agree-
ment described in subsection (b);

“(C) termination is necessary to meet re-
quirements for public use specified by Fed-
eral regulations issued after the date of the
license, and such requirements are not rea-
sonably satisfied by the licensee; or

““(D) the licensee has been found by a court
of competent jurisdiction to have violated
the Federal antitrust laws in connection
with its performance under the license
agreement.

““(e) PuBLIC NoTIicE.—No exclusive or par-
tially exclusive license may be granted
under section 207(a)(2) unless public notice of
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the intention to grant an exclusive or par-
tially exclusive license on a federally owned
invention has been provided in an appro-
priate manner at least 15 days before the li-
cense is granted, and the Federal agency has
considered all comments received before the
end of the comment period in response to
that public notice. This subsection shall not
apply to the licensing of inventions made
under a cooperative research and develop-
ment agreement entered into under section
12 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Inno-
vation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710a).

“(f) PLAN.—No Federal agency shall grant
any license under a patent or patent applica-
tion on a federally owned invention unless
the person requesting the license has sup-
plied the agency with a plan for development
and/or marketing of the invention, except
that any such plan may be treated by the
Federal agency as commercial and financial
information obtained from a person and priv-
ileged and confidential and not subject to
disclosure under section 552 of title 5 of the
United States Code.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The item re-
lating to section 209 in the table of sections
for chapter 18 of title 35, United States Code,
is amended to read as follows:

*“209. Licensing federally owned inventions.”.
SEC. 4. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO BAYH-DOLE
ACT.

Chapter 18 of title 35, United States Code
(popularly known as the ‘“‘Bayh-Dole Act”),
is amended—

(1) by amending section 202(e) to read as
follows:

“(e) In any case when a Federal employee
is a coinventor of any invention made with a
nonprofit organization or small business
firm, the Federal agency employing such co-
inventor may, for the purpose of consolidat-
ing rights in the invention and if it finds
that it would expedite the development of
the invention—

“(1) license or assign whatever rights it
may acquire in the subject invention to the
nonprofit organization or small business
firm in accordance with the provisions of
this chapter; or

““(2) acquire any rights in the subject in-
vention from the nonprofit organization or
small business firm, but only to the extent
the party from whom the rights are acquired
voluntarily enters into the transaction and
no other transaction under this chapter is
conditioned on such acquisition.”’; and

(2) in section 207(a)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘patent applications, pat-
ents, or other forms of protection obtained”’
and inserting ‘‘inventions’ in paragraph (2);
and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, including acquiring
rights for the Federal Government in any in-
vention, but only to the extent the party
from whom the rights are acquired volun-
tarily enters into the transaction, to facili-
tate the licensing of a federally owned inven-
tion” after ‘““or through contract” in para-
graph (3).

SEC. 5. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO THE STE-
VENSON-WYDLER TECHNOLOGY IN-
NOVATION ACT OF 1980.

The Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 is amended—

(1) in section 4(4) (15 U.S.C. 3703(4)), by
striking ‘‘section 6 or section 8’ and insert-
ing ‘““section 7 or 9”’;

(2) in section 4(6) (15 U.S.C. 3703(6)), by
striking ‘‘section 6 or section 8’ and insert-
ing ‘““section 7 or 9"’;

(3) in section 5(c)(11) (15 U.S.C. 3704(c)(11)),
by striking ‘“‘State of local governments”
and inserting ‘‘State or local governments’’;

(4) in section 9 (15 U.S.C. 3707), by—

(A) striking ‘‘section 6(a)’” and inserting
“‘section 7(a)”’;
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(B) striking ‘‘section 6(b)”” and inserting
““section 7(b)”’; and

(C) striking ‘“‘section 6(c)(3)”” and inserting
““section 7(c)(3)"’;

(5) in section 11(e)(1) (15 U.S.C. 3710(e)(1)),
by striking ‘“in cooperation with Federal
Laboratories’ and inserting ‘“‘in cooperation
with Federal laboratories™;

(6) in section 11(i) (15 U.S.C. 3710(i)), by
striking ‘“‘a gift under the section’” and in-
serting ‘“‘a gift under this section’’;

(7) in section 14 (15 U.S.C. 3710c)—

(A) in subsection (a)(1)(A)(i), by inserting

, if the inventor’s or coinventor’s rights are

assigned to the United States’ after “‘inven-

tor or coinventors’’;

(B) in subsection (a)(1)(B),
““succeeding fiscal year” and
succeeding fiscal years’’; and

(C) In subsection (b)(2), by striking
“inventon’ and inserting ‘“‘invention’’; and

(8) in section 22 (15 U.S.C. 3714), by striking
“‘sections 11, 12, and 13" and inserting ’’sec-
tions 12, 13, and 14”".

SEC. 6. REVIEW OF COOPERATIVE RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT
PROCEDURES.

(a) REVIEW.—Within 90 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, each Federal
agency with a Federally funded laboratory
that has in effect on that date of enactment
one or more cooperative research and devel-
opment agreements under section 12 of the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation
Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710a) shall report to
the Committee on National Security of the
National Science and Technology Council
and the Congress on the general policies and
procedures used by that agency to gather
and consider the views of other agencies on—

(1) joint work statements under section
12(c)(5)(C) or (D) of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3710a(c)(5)(C) or (D)); or

(2) in the case of laboratories described in
section 12(d)(2)(A) of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3710a(d)(2)(A)), cooperative research and de-
velopment agreements under such section 12,
with respect to major proposed cooperative
research and development agreements that
involve critical national security technology
or may have a significant impact on domes-
tic or international competitiveness.

(b) PROCEDURES.—Within one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
mittee on National Security of the National
Science and Technology Council, in conjunc-
tion with relevant Federal agencies and na-
tional laboratories, shall—

(1) determine the adequacy of existing pro-
cedures and methods for interagency coordi-
nation and awareness with respect to cooper-
ative research and development agreements
described in subsection (a); and

(2) establish and distribute to appropriate
Federal agencies—

(A) specific criteria to indicate the neces-
sity for gathering and considering the views
of other agencies on joint work statements
or cooperative research and development
agreements as described in subsection (a);
and

(B) additional procedures, if any, for carry-

ing out such gathering and considering of
agency views with respect to cooperative re-
search and development agreements de-
scribed in subsection (a).
Procedures established under this subsection
shall be designed to the extent possible to
use or modify existing procedures, to mini-
mize burdens on Federal agencies, to encour-
age industrial partnerships with national
laboratories, and to minimize delay in the
approval or disapproval of joint work state-
ments and cooperative research and develop-
ment agreements.
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(c) LimITATION.—Nothing in this Act, nor
any procedures established under this sec-
tion shall provide to the Office of Science
and Technology Policy, the National Science
and Technology Council, or any Federal
agency the authority to disapprove a cooper-
ative research and development agreement
or joint work statement, under section 12 of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710a), of another
Federal agency.

SEC. 7. INCREASED FLEXIBILITY FOR FEDERAL
LABORATORY PARTNERSHIP INTER-
MEDIARIES.

Section 23 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3715)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1) by inserting *, insti-
tutions of higher education as defined in sec-
tion 1201(a) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1141(a)), or educational insti-
tutions within the meaning of section 2194 of
title 10, United States Code’ after ‘‘small
business firms’’; and

(2) in subsection (c) by inserting “‘, institu-
tions of higher education as defined in sec-
tion 1201(a) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1141(a)), or educational insti-
tutions within the meaning of section 2194 of
title 10, United States Code,” after ‘“‘small
business firms™.

SEC. 8. STUDY AND REPORT ON BIOLOGICAL DE-
POSITS IN SUPPORT OF BIO-
TECHNOLOGY PATENTS.

(@) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the General Accounting Office, in consulta-
tion with the United States Patent and
Trademark Office, shall conduct a study and
submit a report to Congress on the potential
risks to the United States biotechnology in-
dustry relating to biological deposits in sup-
port of biotechnology patents.

(b) CONTENTS.—The study conducted under
this section shall include—

(1) an examination of the risk of export
and the risk of third-party transfer of bio-
logical deposits, and the risks posed by the
change to 18-month publication require-
ments;

(2) an analysis of comparative legal and
regulatory regimes; and

(3) any related recommendations.

(c) CONSIDERATION OF REPORT.—In drafting
regulations affecting biological deposits (in-
cluding any modification of 37 Code of Fed-
eral Regulations 1.801 et seq.), the United
States Patent and Trademark Office shall
consider the recommendations of the study
conducted under this section.

SEC. 9. PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS.

(a) ABANDONMENT.—Section 111(b)(5) of
title 35, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

““(5) ABANDONMENT.—Notwithstanding the
absence of a claim, upon timely request and
as prescribed by the Commissioner, a provi-
sional application may be treated as an ap-
plication filed under subsection (a). Subject
to section 119(e)(3) of this title, if no such re-
quest is made, the provisional application
shall be regarded as abandoned 12 months
after the filing date of such application and
shall not be subject to revival thereafter.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO
WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS.—Section 119(e) of
title 35, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(3) If the day that is 12 months after the
filing date of a provisional application falls
on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday
within the District of Columbia, the period
of pendency of the provisional application
shall be extended to the next succeeding sec-
ular or business day.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to a provi-
sional application filed on or after June 8,
1995.
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The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION
BICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE
COIN ACT

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1560) to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint coins in commemoration of the
bicentennial of the Lewis & Clark Ex-
pedition, and for other purposes, with a
Senate amendment thereto, and concur
in the Senate amendment, with an
amendment.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Clerk read the Senate amend-
ment and the House amendment to the
Senate amendment as follows:

Senate amendment:

Page 10, after line 2 insert:

SEC. 11. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDALS FOR
THE “LITTLE ROCK NINE".

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that—

(1) Jean Brown Trickey, Carlotta Walls La-
Nier, Melba Patillo Beals, Terrence Roberts,
Gloria Ray Karlmark, Thelma Mothershed
Wair, Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, and Jef-
ferson Thomas, hereafter in this section referred
to as the “Little Rock Nine”, voluntarily sub-
jected themselves to the bitter stinging pains of
racial bigotry;

(2) the Little Rock Nine are civil rights pio-
neers whose selfless acts considerably advanced
the civil rights debate in this country;

(3) the Little Rock Nine risked their lives to
integrate Central High School in Little Rock,
Arkansas, and subsequently the Nation;

(4) the Little Rock Nine sacrificed their inno-
cence to protect the American principle that we
are all ““‘one nation, under God, indivisible’’;

(5) the Little Rock Nine have indelibly left
their mark on the history of this Nation; and

(6) the Little Rock Nine have continued to
work toward equality for all Americans.

(b) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to present, on behalf of Con-
gress, to Jean Brown Trickey, Carlotta Walls
LaNier, Melba Patillo Beals, Terrence Roberts,
Gloria Ray Karlmark, Thelma Mothershed
Wair, Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, and Jef-
ferson Thomas, commonly referred to the ‘“‘Little
Rock Nine”’, gold medals of appropriate design,
in recognition of the selfless heroism that such
individuals exhibited and the pain they suffered
in the cause of civil rights by integrating Cen-
tral High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.

(c) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection (b) the
Secretary of the Treasury shall strike a gold
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and in-
scriptions to be determined by the Secretary for
each recipient.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATION.—Ef-
fective October 1, 1998, there are authorized to
be appropriated such sums as may be necessary
to carry out this section.

(e) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—

(1) STRIKING AND SALE.—The Secretary of the
Treasury may strike and sell duplicates in
bronze of the gold medals struck pursuant to
this section under such regulations as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, at a price sufficient to
cover the cost thereof, including labor, mate-
rials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead ex-
penses, and the cost of the gold medal.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF APPROPRIATION.—The
appropriation used to carry out this section
shall be reimbursed out of the proceeds of sales
under paragraph (1).
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SEC. 12. FORD CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to present, on behalf of the
Congress, to Gerald R. and Betty Ford a gold
medal of appropriate design—

(1) in recognition of their dedicated public
service and outstanding humanitarian contribu-
tions to the people of the United States; and

(2) in commemoration of the following occa-
sions in 1998:

(A) The 85th anniversary of the birth of Presi-
dent Ford.

(B) The 80th anniversary of the birth of Mrs.
Ford.

(C) The 50th wedding anniversary of Presi-
dent and Mrs. Ford.

(D) The 50th anniversary of the 1st election of
Gerald R. Ford to the United States House of
Representatives.

(E) The 25th anniversary of the approval of
Gerald R. Ford by the Congress to become Vice
President of the United States.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection (a),
the Secretary of the Treasury shall strike a gold
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and in-
scriptions to be determined by the Secretary.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATION.—
There are authorized to be appropriated not to
exceed $20,000 to carry out this section.

(d) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—

(1) STRIKING AND SALE.—The Secretary of the
Treasury may strike and sell duplicates in
bronze of the gold medal struck pursuant to this
section under such regulations as the Secretary
may prescribe, at a price sufficient to cover the
cost thereof, including labor, materials, dies, use
of machinery, and overhead expenses, and the
cost of the gold medal.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF APPROPRIATION.—The
appropriation used to carry out this section
shall be reimbursed out of the proceeds of sales
under paragraph (1).

(e) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
pursuant to this section are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United States
Code.
SEC. 13. 6-MONTH EXTENSION FOR CERTAIN

SALES.

Notwithstanding section 101(7)(D) of the
United States Commemorative Coin Act of 1996,
the Secretary of the Treasury may, at any time
before January 1, 1999, make bulk sales at a rea-
sonable discount to the Jackie Robinson Foun-
dation of not less than 20 percent of any de-
nomination of proof and uncirculated coins
minted under section 101(7) of such Act which
remained unissued as of July 1, 1998, except that
the total number of coins of any such denomina-
tion which were issued under such section or
this section may not exceed the amount of such
denomination of coins which were authorized to
be minted and issued under section 101(7)(A) of
such Act.

House amendment to Senate amend-
ment:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate—

(1) insert after the enacting clause, the fol-
lowing new heading (and redesignate sec-
tions 1 through 10 as sections 101 through
110, respectively):

“TITLE I—LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION
BICENTENNIAL COIN”; and
(2) add at the end the following new title:
TITLE II—LEIF ERICSSON MILLENNIUM
COMMEMORATIVE COIN
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Leif
Ericsson Millennium Commemorative Coin
Act’.

SEC. 202. COIN SPECIFICATIONS.

(a) $1 SILVER CoINS.—In conjunction with
the simultaneous mining and issuance of
commemorative coins by the Republic of Ice-
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land in commemoration of the millennium of
the discovery of the New World by Leif
Ericsson, the Secretary of the Treasury
(hereafter in this title referred to as the
‘“‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue not more
than 500,000 1 dollar coins, which shall—

(1) weigh 26.73 grams;

(2) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and

(3) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent
copper.

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted
under this title shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States
Code.

(c) NumiIsSMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5136 of title 31, United States Code,
all coins minted under this title shall be con-
sidered to be numismatic items.

SEC. 203. SOURCES OF BULLION.

The Secretary may obtain silver for mint-
ing coins under this title from any available
source, including stockpiles established
under the Strategic and Critical Materials
Stock Piling Act.

SEC. 204. DESIGN OF COINS.

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the coins
minted under this title shall be emblematic
of the millennium of the discovery of the
New World by Leif Ericsson.

(2) DESIGNATION AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On
each coin minted under this title there shall
be—

(A) a designation of the value of the coin;

(B) an inscription of the year ‘2000”’; and

(C) inscriptions of the words “‘Liberty”,
“In God We Trust”, “United States of Amer-
ica”, and “E Pluribus Unum”’.

(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins
minted under this title shall be—

(1) selected by the Secretary after con-
sultation with the Leifur Eiriksson Founda-
tion and the Commission of Fine Arts; and

(2) reviewed by the Citizens Commemora-
tive Coin Advisory Committee.

SEC. 205. ISSUANCE OF COINS.

(a) QUALITY OF CoINS.—Coins minted under
this title shall be issued in uncirculated and
proof qualities.

(b) MINT FACILITY.—Only 1 facility of the
United States Mint may be used to strike
any particular quality of the coins minted
under this title.

(c) COMMENCEMENT OF ISSUANCE.—The Sec-
retary may issue coins minted under this
title beginning January 1, 2000.

(d) TERMINATION OF MINTING AUTHORITY.—
No coins may be minted under this title
after December 31, 2000.

SEC. 206. SURCHARGES.

(@) IN GENERAL.—AII sales of coins minted
under this title shall include a surcharge of
$10 per coin.

(b) DisTrRIBUTION.—AII surcharges received
by the Secretary from the sale of coins
issued under this title shall be promptly paid
by the Secretary to the Leifur Eiriksson
Foundation for the purpose of funding stu-
dent exchanges between students of the
United States and students of Iceland.

(c) AupITs.—The Leifur Eiriksson Founda-
tion shall be subject to the audit require-
ments of section 5134(f)(2) of title 31, United
States Code, with regard to the amounts re-
ceived by the Foundation under subsection
(b).

SEC. 207. GENERAL WAIVER OF PROCUREMENT
REGULATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), no provision of law governing
procurement or public contracts shall be ap-
plicable to the procurement of goods and
services necessary for carrying out the provi-
sions of this title.

(b) EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY.—
Subsection (a) shall not relieve any person
entering into a contract under the authority
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