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According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, “autism is a serious life-
long developmental disability characterized by
impaired social interactions, an inability to
communicate with others, and repetitive or re-
strictive behaviors.” It is estimated that autism
affects one out of every 500 children, although
precise rates are unknown. There is also a
general consensus that autism rates seem to
be increasing, although it is not known wheth-
er these increases represent a better under-
standing of the developmental disability (i.e.,
better diagnosis), or an actual increase in de-
veloped cases of autism.

Under the Smith ASSURE legislation, CDC
will uncover and monitor the prevalence of au-
tism at a national level by establishing be-
tween three and five “Centers for Research in
Autism Epidemiology” across the country.
These centers would conduct population-
based surveillance and epidemiologic studies
of autism. Periodic screenings of the popu-
lation (5- to 7-year-old children) would be un-
dertaken to examine prenatal, perinatal, and
postnatal factors that contribute to autism de-
velopment.

These centers would combine data from
multiple sites to gain a better understanding of
how autism differs from other developmental
disabilities and disorders. Because autism is
suspected to be caused by a combination of
both genetic and environmental factors, the
ASSURE legislation would help CDC track the
trends of autism and determine which factors
are responsible for the apparent rise in autism
cases nationwide. In short, the ASSURE legis-
lation will build the research infrastructure criti-
cal to finding the cause or causes of autism.
And once the cause or causes are identified,
prevention strategies can be developed and a
cure becomes more likely.

The collaborative efforts by CDC and state
health departments will help scientists better
understand which environmental exposures, if
any, are most likely to cause children to de-
velop autism in the womb. In addition, each
center established under this legislation would
tend to develop a certain niche of autism ex-
pertise. Such areas could include: specific ge-
netic markers; early prenatal maternal drug
and other exposures; and other autism spec-
trum disorders.

The story behind the creation of this legisla-
tion is in many ways illustrative of why we
need to pass and enact the ASSURE act this
year. For it was only after | had a meeting with
a pair of courageous parents of autistic chil-
dren in Brick Township that | realized the
pressing need for better autism research.

Mr. and Mrs. William Gallagher, the parents
of two beautiful children with autism, met with
me to share their concerns that Brick Town-
ship seemed to have an abnormally high num-
ber of children diagnosed with autism. After
presenting me with preliminary data suggest-
ing that as many as 27 children may have
been diagnosed with autism in Brick over the
last decade, | relayed their concerns person-
ally to Len Fishman, Commissioner of New
Jersey’'s Department of Health and Senior
Services (NJDHSS). | asked him to initiate a
preliminary inquiry to determine if an autism
“cluster” investigation was warranted.

Commissioner Fishman was very receptive
to the concerns of the Brick parents, but after
a few weeks of preliminary research by state
officials, it became apparent that the current
level of scientific knowledge in the United
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States about autism was inadequate to the
task at hand. Quite simply, no one knew for
certain what the national rate of autism was
supposed to look like, and therefore no one
could tell parents whether the rate of autism in
their town was at, above, or below the national
average.

This news came as a surprise to me and to
the parents of autistic children. Although there
are rough estimates of autism rates from stud-
ies in foreign countries, CDC and the NJDHSS
did not have enough information to determine
if the alleged autism “cluster” in Brick was a
real public health problem or an illusion of
chance. And without knowing whether or not a
problem exists, it makes it tough for public
health officials to respond to a community’s
concerns because the cause of autism and
how to prevent it remain shrouded in mystery.
Mr. Speaker, the experience of Brick should
serve as a wake-up call that more autism re-
search is needed if the causes of the disorder
and a cure are to be found anytime soon.

As a first step, an intensive effort by CDC
and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Dis-
ease Registry (ATSDR) is underway to try to
derive national autism rates and to determine
if an autism “cluster” exists in Brick. The study
is one of the first of its kind ever undertaken
in the United States, and the results of the in-
vestigation will prove invaluable for other com-
munities that may be affected by similarly high
numbers of autism cases.

But we need to take the second step and
enact this legislation if we are going to gen-
erate real progress in the fight to eliminate au-
tism. Mr. Speaker, CDC has already estab-
lished a pilot program—an autism epidemiol-
ogy center—near Atlanta, Georgia. The limited
but promising results from this initiative points
to the fact that current understanding of au-
tism is woefully inadequate and that better
surveillance and monitoring of developmental
disabilities like autism are critical to providing
answers and hope for the nearly 500,000 au-
tistic persons in America.

SUMMARY OF AUTISM STATISTICS, SURVEIL-
LANCE, RESEARCH, AND EPIDEMIOLOGY ACT OF
1999 (ASSURE)
$7.5 million in authorization for the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC) to create the National Autism and

Pervasive Developmental Disabilities Sur-

veillance Program.

Authorizes CDC to create between three
and five ““Centers of Excellence in Autism,”
which would: (1) monitor the prevalence of
autism at the national level, (2) assist in de-
velopment of state autism surveillance pro-
grams, (3) provide education and training for
health professionals to improve treatment of
autism, and (4) develop center-specific exper-
tise in one or more areas of autism research.

Establishes CDC as the nation’s clearing-
house for autism research and policy devel-
opment.

Establishes an advisory committee and au-
thorizes annual reports to Congress on the
state of autism research.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to join
today with the gentleman from Arizona, the
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Chairman of the Veterans' Affairs Committee,
to introduce the Arlington National Cemetery
Burial Eligibility Act. This important legislation
is deserving of the strong support of each
Member and | am hopeful this measure will re-
ceive prompt attention and consideration early
in the 106th Congress.

The measure which Chairman Stump and |
are introducing today is similar to legislation
approved by the House last year. This meas-
ure, like the legislation approved by the House
during the 105th Congress, establishes eligi-
bility rules for burial at Arlington National Cem-
etery—one of our Nation’'s most hallowed
sites.

As noted by the General Accounting Office,
the eligibility requirements for burial at Arling-
ton National Cemetery need clarification and
the act introduced today provides that clarifica-
tion. In particular, this important legislation is
intended to eliminate the inconsistency in the
granting of waivers for burial at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery which has occurred in the
past.

As both a Marine and a member of the
Committee on Veterans' Affairs, | know that
Arlington National Cemetery is truly sacred
ground, especially for our Nation's veterans
and their loved ones. Like many others, | was
extremely concerned by reports, later shown
to be totally without any substantiation, that
waivers for burial at Arlington National Ceme-
tery had been granted in exchange for major
political contributions.

While an expedited examination of this alle-
gation by the General Accounting Office found
“no evidence” of waivers for contributions, it
did highlight some of the serious flaws in the
existing process for burials at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

The Arlington National Cemetery Burial Eli-
gibility Act which Chairman Stump and | are
introducing today addresses those concerns
by removing most of the discretion, ambiguity
and guesswork for eligibility for burials at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. This legislation will
also make it easier for the public to under-
stand the requirements for burial at Arlington
National Cemetery.

| commend the gentleman from Arizona,
Chairman Stump, for his strong and effective
leadership and his stalwart efforts to establish,
in law, eligibility for burial at Arlington National
Cemetery. | invite all of my colleagues to sup-
port and cosponsor this most important legis-
lation.

TRIBUTE TO AHMED SAMAWI

HON. ROB PORTMAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 1999

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, on October
19, 1998, the Greater Cincinnati religious com-
munity lost one of its finest leaders. Ahmed
Samawi, a friend and a man who treasured
his faith and the freedom to worship without
consequence, passed away at the age of 65.
A devoted family man and successful busi-
nessman, he will perhaps be best remem-
bered for his vision of better understanding
and closer relations between the Christian, Is-
lamic, and Jewish communities.
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