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RENAMING THE COMMITTEE ON

LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES
THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH,
EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PEN-
SIONS

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, on
behalf of the Senate majority leader, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Senate Resolution 20, in-
troduced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 20) renaming the
Committee on Labor and Human Resources
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements related to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 20) was agreed
to as follows:
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Resolved, That the Committee on Labor
and Human Resources is hereby redesignated
as the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF TENNESSEE VOLUN-
TEERS FOOTBALL TEAM ON
NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Senate Resolution 21, submit-
ted earlier today by Senators FRIST
and THOMPSON.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 21) congratulating the
University of Tennessee Volunteers Football
Team on winning the 1998 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division I-A foot-
ball championship.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, it is with
great pride that | rise to acknowledge
another NCAA National Championship
for the University of Tennessee. Last
year, | had the opportunity to con-
gratulate the Tennessee Lady Vols on

The

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

their third straight national women’s
basketball title, but just two weeks
ago, the University of Tennessee Vol-
unteer football team defeated the
Seminoles of Florida State University
in the Fiesta Bowl in Tempe, Arizona
to become the undisputed champions of
college football.

It was a perfect ending to a perfect
season; a season of thirteen wins and
zero losses; a season in which this na-
tional championship team pulled to-
gether to overcome tremendous adver-
sity, including the loss of key starters
to the National Football League, the
loss of a Heisman Trophy candidate to
a season-ending injury, and arguably
the most challenging schedule in colle-
giate football, to attain the national
title.

Today, along with my fellow Volun-
teer fan, Senator THOMPSON, | intro-
duce this sense-of-the-Senate resolu-
tion recognizing the University of Ten-
nessee Volunteers for their commit-
ment to excellence, for their dedica-
tion, for their selflessness, and for
their sportsmanship throughout the
1998 football season.

Mr. President, I, along with my fel-
low Tennesseans, watched with pride as
the Volunteers marched their way
through the 1998 football season setting
numerous school records, Southeastern
Conference records, and NCAA records.
For players, coaches, and fans, it was
indeed a remarkable season full of ex-
citement, anxiety, and joy. From Jeff
Hall’s last-second field goal in the
opening game to defeat Syracuse to
Peerless Price’s spectacular touchdown
receptions against Florida State in the
Fiesta Bowl, the Vols proved again and
again that they can delivery in the
clutch in a manner befitting a cham-
pion.

Throughout the year, the Volunteers
functioned as a cohesive unit, rather
than relying on only a few star players.
Tennessee Coach Phillip Fulmer, the
winningest active coach in college
football, put it best when he said, “It’s
been an unbelievable effort. * * * It’s
amazing what you can accomplish
when no one cares who gets the cred-
it.”” Truly a testament to the selfless-
ness and determination of this national
championship team.

In closing, |1 would like to congratu-
late the team, Coach Fulmer, his as-
sistant coaches, and the outstanding
faculty and staff of the Univesity of
Tennessee, all of whom contributed to
this championship season. Finally, |
would like to recognize the most im-
portant group, the group in which I am
honored to be included, the Tennessee
Volunteer fans.

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, |
rise today to recognize the outstanding
accomplishment of the University of
Tennessee Volunteers in capturing the
national collegiate football champion-
ship. And | ask my colleagues to join
me in formally congratulating the Ten-
nessee Vols.

On January 4th, | joined fellow Ten-
nesseans across the country in watch-
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ing with pride as the University of Ten-
nessee Volunteers defeated Florida
State Seminoles (23-16) and were
crowned national champions for the
first time since 1951. | should also point
out that this is the second national
championship that has come to the
Tennessee Campus during this past
year. The Lady Vols won the collegiate
women’s basketball crown and today
stand at the top of the A.P. poll for the
1998-99 season with 40 of 41 first place
votes.

Tennessee has the fourth-winningest
program in major college football this
decade and has won back-to-back
Southeastern Conference (SEC) cham-
pionships. This year’s Fiesta Bowl
marked their tenth consecutive bowl
appearance. The Vols finished 13 and 0
and ranked number one in the nation
after winning the Bowl Championship
Series title game.

Mr. President, many of my col-
leagues had their own home-state fa-
vorites and | congratulate them on
their seasons as well. But Mr. Presi-
dent back home in Tennessee, we are
very, very proud of the Vols. We’'re
proud of coach Phillip Fulmer and his
staff. We’re proud of the scholar-ath-
letes. We’re proud of the parents and
the friends and the faculty who support
them and out-numbered Florida State
fans at the Fiesta Bowl by more than
three to one.

This is just about as flawless a sea-
son of athletic performance as you’re
ever going to see, and we’re fortunate
in Tennessee to have this tremendous
program and these gifted, talented
young people. This is a team which
started the year with a new quarter-
back and then lost its top running back
four games into the season. They came
together and it seemed that each game
produced a different hero and some-
body was always there to make a big
play at a crucial moment.

Five different Vols earned SEC Play-
er of the Week honors this season.
Quarterback Tee Martin was named Of-
fensive Player of the Week after com-
pleting an NCAA record 23-of-24 passes
for 315 yards against South Carolina
and setting a single-game record for
completion percentage at 95.8. Receiver
Peerless Price snagged Offensive Play-
er of the Week when he caught a pass
for a career-high 181 yards and one
score in a win over Mississippi State.

And on defense, linebacker Al Wilson
broke records by forcing three fumbles
against Florida. Defensive end Shaun
Ellis returned an interception 90 yards
for a touchdown against Auburn, and
defensive back Deon Grant stole the
spotlight with a key interception in a
game against Georgia. All three were
named SEC Defensive Player of the
Week for their individual achieve-
ments.

Mr. President, 1 would especially like
to acknowledge the tremendous coach-
ing job of Phillip Fulmer, who played
offensive guard for Tennessee from 1969
to 1971, and who has led the team for
seven winning seasons. Coach Fulmer
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