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or its environs, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.
By Mr. MCcCAIN (for himself, Mr.

COVERDELL, and Mr. HAGEL):

S. 312. A bill to require certain entities
that operate homeless shelters to identify
and provide certain counseling to homeless
veterans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ASHCROFT (for himself and
Mr. BAUCUS):

S. Con. Res. 4. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that assist-
ance to South Korea should be conditioned
on South Korea’s compliance with its inter-
national trade commitments and on South
Korea’s termination of its unfair trade prac-
tices and subsidies; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. SMITH of Oregon):

S. 307. A bill to amend title XVIII of

the Social Security Act to eliminate
the budget neutrality adjustment fac-
tor used in calculating the blended
capitation rate for Medicare+Choice
organizations; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
MEDICARE+CHOICE PAYMENT EQUITY ACT OF 1999
® Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, my col-
league from Oregon Senator GORDON
SMITH, and | are introducing this legis-
lation today to correct an inequity in
the payment formula for
Medicare+Choice plans. In states like
Oregon, with historically low cost
health care systems, these inequities
leave many Medicare beneficiaries with
few or no choices in their health care
services.

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 con-
tained a promise to provide seniors
with more choices, but that promise
has gone unfulfilled because of these
inequities.

The legislation that Senator SMITH
and | are introducing today will fulfill
that promise by fully funding what is
known as the ‘“‘blend” portion of the
formula used to determine payment
rates. The legislation brings parity to
areas that have been historically effi-
cient in delivering health care services.
Under the current system, the Medi-
care payment formula has not re-
warded these areas for their efficiency
and low costs. As a result, beneficiaries
in these areas have not received the
range of benefits available in areas
with less efficient and more costly
health care systems.

This legislation also assures bene-
ficiaries will no longer be penalized be-
cause they live in a rural or low-cost
area. We must assure that seniors liv-
ing in Oregon and other low cost areas
receive the full promise of
Medicare+Choice.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

With managed care playing a larger
role in Medicare, this bill is needed
now more than ever. Nearly 100 plans
elected to drop out of the Medicare
program for 1999. Many of those plans
served seniors in low cost and rural
areas, leaving too many beneficiaries
not only without choice but also out in
the cold. Other managed care plans
made benefit changes that limit the
promise we all had hoped would occur
through Medicare+Choice.

We need to make sure that all seniors
are included in the Medicare+Choice
promise and that managed care plans
in Oregon, lowa and other low-cost
areas are no longer penalized because
of their historic efficiency. Senator
SMITH and | urge our colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

I would like to thank Senator SMITH
and his staff for their assistance, and
ask unanimous consent that a copy of
the bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 307

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
““Medicare+Choice Payment Equity Act of
1999,

SEC. 2. ELIMINATION OF BUDGET NEUTRALITY
ADJUSTMENT FACTOR IN CAL-
CULATING THE BLENDED CAPITA-
TION RATE FOR MEDICARE+CHOICE
ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1853(c) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-23(c)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking the
comma at the end of clause (ii) and all that
follows before the period at the end; and

(2) by striking paragraph (5) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (6) and (7) as paragraphs
(5) and (6) respectively.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Part C of
title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395w-21 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 1853(c)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (1), by striking *““(6)(C) and
(7)” and inserting ““(5)(C) and (6)’’; and

(B) in paragraphs (1)(B)(ii) and (3)(A)(i), by
striking ““(6)(A)” and inserting ““(5)(A)”’; and

(2) in subsections (b)(3)(B)(ii) and (c)(3) of
section 1859, by striking ‘“1853(c)(6)”" and in-
serting ““1853(c)(5)”’.

(c) SuBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 20 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall submit to Congress a legisla-
tive proposal that provides for aggregate de-
creases in Federal expenditures under the
medicare program under title XVIII of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) as
are equal to the aggregate increases in such
expenditures under such program resulting
from the amendments to the Social Security
Act made by subsections (a) and (b).

(d) EFFecTiVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to payments
made for periods beginning on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2000.e

By Mr. COVERDELL (for himself,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mrs. HUTCHISON,

and Mr. CLELAND):
S. 308. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a 2-

S1011

month extension for the due date for
filing a tax return for any member of a
uniformed service on a tour of duty
outside the United States for a period
which includes the normal due date for
such a filing; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

THE UNIFORMED SERVICES FILING FAIRNESS ACT
e Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President,
American soldiers in the modern mili-
tary operate under a great deal of
strain. Forced to work harder with
fewer resources, our men and women in
uniform bear a heavy burden defending
our nation. This is especially true for
those deployed overseas. Not only must
these troops defend American inter-
ests, but they also live under constant
threat of attack and must spend
months away from their homes and
their families.

In addition to their duty to protect
our nation’s security, American service
men and women still must fulfill obli-
gations back home, including paying
their taxes. However, in an incredible
cart-before-the-horse  scheme  that
could only be found in our nation’s tax
code, the federal government extends
for our troops abroad the deadline for
filing income tax forms by 2 months,
but requires that service men and
women still pay interest and penalties
during the extension period. Mr. Presi-
dent, this is unconscionable.

The Uniformed Services Filing Fair-
ness Act, which | introduce today with
Senators LEVIN, MCCAIN, TORRICELLI,
HUTCHISON, and CLELAND is simple. It
codifies the current two-month exten-
sion period available to our troops and
eliminates the interest and penalties
that would otherwise be charged. The
Joint Committee on Taxation has esti-
mated the cost of this commonsense
correction at just $4 million over 10
years. Mr. President, how can we not
afford to pass this bill?

We must show our nation’s soldiers
that we support them through concrete
action. The bill | introduce today will
help make the lives of soldiers de-
ployed overseas a little easier. | hope
my colleagues will join me in this sim-
ple, inexpensive correction of an unfair
tax law.e

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself and
Mr. THURMOND):

S. 309. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide that a
member of the uniformed services shall
be treated as using a principal resi-
dence while away from home or quali-
fied official extended duty in determin-
ing the exclusion of gain from the sale
of such residence; to the Committee on
Finance.

THE UNIFORMED SERVICES HOME SALES ACT OF

1999

e Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I, along
with Senator THURMOND, and others
are proud to sponsor this bill to allow
members of the Uniformed Services,
who are away on extended active duty,
to qualify for the same tax relief on the
profit generated when they sell their
main residence as other Americans.
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