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GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

e Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, it
gives me great pleasure to rise in ob-
servance of Greece’s 178th anniversary
of National Independence. Today, we
are here to pay tribute to Greek and
American democracy, and to our
shared commitment to peace and sta-
bility in the Balkans and Eastern Med-
iterranean.

On March 25, 1821, the Greek people
initiated their victorious pursuit of lib-
erty from four centuries of oppressive
Ottoman rule. After nearly ten years of
struggle against overwhelming odds,
the Greeks accomplished this historic
request, reaffirming their commitment
to the individual freedoms that are at
the heart of the Greek tradition.

From the beginning of their revolu-
tion, the Greeks had the support, emo-
tional and material, from a people who
had recently gained freedom for them-
selves: the Americans. Looking back at
their triumphant march toward lib-
erty, the American people followed
with affinity the Greek pursuit for na-
tional independence. Since then, our
two mnations have remained firmly
united by a shared commitment to
democratic principles. These ties were
reinforced by thousands of Greeks who
came to America for greater economic
opportunity. These immigrants and
their descendants continue to make
their own important and unique con-
tributions to America’s economic and
political strength.

As a nation whose founders were ar-
dent students of the classics, America
has drawn its political convictions
from the ancient Greek ideals of lib-
erty and citizenship. And just as Amer-
ica looked to the Greeks for inspira-
tion, Greek patriots looked to the
American Revolution for strength in
the face of their own adversity. The
exuberance and passion of a young na-
tion dedicated to freedom lifted the
spirits of the Greek patriots, and re-
minded them of their long-standing
democratic legacy.

As we enter the next century, it is
appropriate that we retrace our com-
mon struggle to build societies based
on individual rights, equality and the
rule of law. During World War I, our
nations forged a steadfast alliance to
maintain peace in the Balkans. During
the Second World War, Greeks hero-
ically resisted the brutal Nazi regime,
defeated Mussolini’s troops, and con-
tributed in no small part to the allied
victory over the Axis Powers. At the
Cold War’s inception, President Tru-
man and the American people com-
mitted to helping Greece rebuild their
war-ravaged nation through the Mar-
shall Plan. Greece continues to play an
important role as a valued member of
the international community within
NATO and the European Union.

Today, as one of the few stable de-
mocracies in its region, Greece has
played a stabilizing role throughout
the Balkans and is helping its neigh-
bors progress toward greater political
and economic security. Greek eco-
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nomic modernization, along with its
status as a member of the European
Union, allow Greece to act as a model
for and play a constructive role in the
economic well being of its neighbors.
Mr. President, the new millennium
promises an even stronger Greek-
American relationship and further co-
operation in the areas of our mutual
interests. Through ties of blood and af-
fection, as well as shared political
goals and philosophical ideals, Greece
has retained a special relationship with
the United States. Therefore, on this
important occasion, it is fitting that
we remember this historical legacy and
rededicate ourselves to the principles
which inspired the free and democratic
peoples of America and Greece.®

———
CENSUS

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
was troubled by a recent report in Roll
Call which details a plan by House Re-
publicans to devise a media campaign
to support their efforts to shut down
the government in order to restrict
census sampling. I ask that this article
be printed in the RECORD at the end of
my statement.

Mr. President, the census is a critical
issue for my State and for the nation.
The census count determines how near-
ly 200 billion of federal funds are allo-
cated. An inaccurate count means that
these federal funds are misallocated.

According to a recent study by the
nonpartisan General Accounting Office,
the 1990 census undercounted the
United States population by about 4
million people—or approximately 1.6
percent of the entire population.

Many states had undercounts above
the mnational average. California’s
undercount was 2.7 percent; New Mexi-
co’s was 3.1 percent; Texas’ 2.8 percent;
and Arizona’s 2.4 percent, just to name
a few.

According to the GAO, 22 of the 25
large formula grant programs use cen-
sus data as part of their allocation for-
mula. Those funds are used for our
schools, health care facilities, and
transit systems. California was the
most harmed because of the 1990 census
undercount, losing nearly 2.2 billion in
federal funds, or 2,660 per person
missed.

In 1998 alone, California lost 198 mil-
lion in federal funds for Medicaid; 9.4
million for foster care; 3.2 million for
Social Security; 1.9 million for child
care and development; and 1.1 million
for vocational training. Millions more
in federal dollars for adoption assist-
ance, prevention and treatment of sub-
stance abuse, highway planning and
construction, and other programs did
not flow to California because of the
inaccurate census.

Other states also suffer: Texas lost
almost 1 billion because of the 1990
undercount, and Arizona, Florida,
Georgia, and Louisiana each lost over
$100 million.

Moreover, all areas and groups are
not undercounted at the same rate, and

March 23, 1999

some members of our society are more
likely to be missed than others. Ac-
cording to the GAO, 5.7 percent of Afri-
can Americans were not counted in the
1990 Census. Nor were 5 percent of
Latinos and 4.5 percent of Native
Americans. Of the 835,000 people under-
counted in California, most were mi-
norities. Nearly half the net
undercount—47 percent—were His-
panic. Twenty-two percent were Afri-
can-American and 8 percent were
Asian.

Such differences in census coverage
introduce inequities in political rep-
resentation and in the distribution of
federal funds. Because Hispanics, Afri-
can-Americans, and other minority
groups had a larger undercount than
whites in the 1990 Census—as in prior
censuses—minorities and the commu-
nities in which they live have been dis-
advantaged in government programs in
which population is an important fac-
tor in fund allocation.

This is an issue of basic fairness.
Every American should be counted.
And unless we can provide the Census
Bureau with our support for an accu-
rate census, and do so without any po-
litical intervention, then we run the
risk of doing a grave injustice to our
citizens.

Since the failed 1990 population
count, the Census Bureau has worked
with experts to design a more accurate
census for 2000. The National Academy
of Sciences, in three separate reports,
concluded that the key to improving
accuracy in the census is the use of
sound statistical methods to count
those missed during the conventional
“head count.” This involves detailed
“‘statistical sampling” to determine
the characteristics of those who are
missed by the head count.

But for partisan reasons, some in
Congress evidently prefer to ignore the
expert advice and plan to shut down
part of the government rather than see
an accurate count. They argue that
sampling is unnecessary. Unfortu-
nately, during the Census 2000 Dress
Rehearsal the undercount was 6.5 per-
cent for Sacramento, California; 3.1
percent for the Menominee Indian Res-
ervation in Wisconsin; and 9.1 percent
for the entire state of South Carolina.

The magnitude of such undercounts
and the implications for the 2000 Cen-
sus that fails to correct the problem
are particularly great for states with
large and diverse populations, such as
Florida, Texas, Arizona, New York,
California and many others.

The Supreme Court has affirmed that
sampling is required for purposes other
than apportionment if ‘feasible’.

The census should not be about poli-
tics. And Mr. President, I will oppose
any efforts to include any restrictions
on the ability of the Bureau of the Cen-
sus to conduct the most accurate cen-
sus possible. Anything else would sim-
ply be unfair.

The article follows:
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