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employees by excluding income spent
on such training from taxation. The
SBA has also increased training oppor-
tunities for businesses by funding new
export assistance centers and women’s
business centers across the country.

Women have been starting their own
businesses at a dramatic rate in recent
years. More than 6 million women-
owned proprietorships were in oper-
ation in 1994, a phenomenal 139 percent
increase over the 2.5 million that ex-
isted in 1980. But it is also women who
are most affected by the lack of ade-
quate child care. The SBA’s Office of
Advocacy has found that while small
firms value the benefits of child care as
much as large businesses, small busi-
nesses have been less likely to offer
this benefit than large firms for a vari-
ety of reasons related to cost. The bot-
tom line is that we’ve got to raise the
quality of child care and make it more
affordable for families. | have proposed
tax credits for businesses that provide
child care and a larger child care tax
credit for working families.

I am pleased that so many Americans
of all races and nationalities are as-
serting their economic power by start-
ing small businesses. This report docu-
ments the growth: the number of busi-
nesses owned by minorities increased
from 1.2 million to almost 2 million in
the 5-year period from 1987 to 1992. The
Federal Government has a role in wid-
ening the circle of economic oppor-
tunity. Programs are in place to ensure
that socially and economically dis-
advantaged businesses have a fair
chance in the Federal procurement
marketplace. The share of Federal con-
tract dollars won by minority-owned
firms has remained at 5.5 percent for
two years running—up from less than 2
percent in 1980. And recently the SBA
and the Vice President announced new
small business lending initiatives di-
rected to the Hispanic and African
American small business communities
to give these Americans better access
to the capital they need.

We have been working for the past 5
years to bring the spark of enterprise
to inner city and poor rural areas
through community development
banks, commercial loans in poor neigh-
borhoods, and the cleanup of polluted
sites for development. The empower-
ment zone and enterprise community
program offers significant tax incen-
tives for firms within the zones, includ-
ing a 20-percent wage credit and an-
other $20,000 in expensing and tax-ex-
empt facility bonds. Under the leader-
ship of the Vice President, we want to
increase the number of empowerment
zones to give more businesses incen-
tives to move into these areas.

Future Challenges

America’s small business community
is both the symbol and the embodiment
of our economic freedom. That is why
my administration has made concerted
efforts to expand small business access
to capital, reform the system of Gov-
ernment regulations to make it more
equitable for small companies, and ex-
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pand small business access to new and
growing markets.

This is an important report because
it annually reflects our current knowl-
edge about the dynamic small business
economy. Clearly, much is yet to be
learned: existing statistics are not yet
current enough to answer all the ques-
tions about how small, minority-
owned, and women-owned businesses
are faring in obtaining capital, pro-
viding benefits, and responding to re-
gional growth or downsizing. | con-
tinue to encourage cooperative Govern-
ment efforts to gather and analyze
data that is useful for Federal policy-
making.

I am proud that my Administration
is on the leading edge in working as a
partner with the small business com-
munity. Our economic future deserves
no less. The job of my Administration,
and its pledge to small business own-
ers, is to listen, to find out what works
and to ensure a healthy environment
for small business growth.

WiLLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, May 6, 1999.

O 2000
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CARSON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF ARMENIAN
STUDIES PROGRAM AT HEBREW
UNIVERSITY IN JERUSALEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, May 4, at the Embassy of the
Republic of Armenia here in Wash-
ington, D.C., an important milestone
was celebrated, the 30th anniversary of
the Armenian Studies Program at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

I believe this event is important not
only because of the celebration of three
decades of one of the world’s finest pro-
grams for the study of Armenian lan-
guage, literature, art and history, al-
though this is of course extremely im-
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portant in its own right. What distin-
guishes this week’s celebration and the
entire mission of the Armenian Studies
Program at Hebrew University is the
cooperation it represents between the
Armenian and the Jewish peoples. This
cooperation was in evidence as distin-
guished representatives from both the
Armenian-American and Jewish-Amer-
ican communities were present at the
Embassy.

Mr. Speaker, the Armenian and Jew-
ish peoples have much in common.
They are two of the most ancient and
enduring nations, with histories and
traditions that are measured not in
centuries but in millennia. Sadly, these
two peoples of great cultural achieve-
ment have also been singled out for un-
thinkable suffering, particularly in
this century.

Last month, Members of this House
paid tribute to the victims and sur-
vivors of the Armenian genocide in
which 1.5 million Armenians died at
the hands of the Ottoman Turkish Em-
pire during the years 1915 to 1923. At
that time there did not exist a word to
properly convey the enormous horror
of an entire people being singled out
for mass murder, for racial or ethnic
elimination.

It was not until the Nazi Holocaust,
in which six million Jews were Killed
for no other reason than for who they
were, that a term was devised to de-
scribe this mass atrocity: Genocide. In
fact, when Hitler was planning his so-
called “final solution” against the
Jewish people, he said to his associ-
ates, ““Who today remembers the exter-
mination of the Armenians?”

Yet today, Mr. Speaker, the Arme-
nian and Jewish people have overcome
the horrors of the past, not forgotten,
of course, but overcome. The Republic
of Armenia is an emerging democracy
that has worked to establish the insti-
tutions of a civil society at home while
maintaining its national security de-
spite being surrounded by hostile
neighbors. The State of Israel has suc-
ceeded at these same daunting tasks,
fostering a thriving democracy while
remaining secure against hostile neigh-
bors for half a century.

In Israel’s capital of Jerusalem, in
the southwestern part of the Old City,
surrounding the Citadel of King David,
is the Armenian Quarter. The staunch-
ly Christian Armenian people, the first
to embrace Christianity as their na-
tional religion, have maintained their
presence in that area since early times.
The Armenian St. James Cathedral is
one of the most impressive churches in
the OIld City. The Armenian Museum is
a graceful cloister housing a fas-
cinating collection of manuscripts and
artifacts.

Armenian Orthodox Patriarchate
Road and Ararat Street, named for the
mountain in full view from Armenia’s
capital of Yerevan, where Noah’s Ark
is believed to have come to rest, are
two of the area’s main thoroughfares.
Jerusalem’s approximately 2,000 Arme-
nians live in a tightly-knit community
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