S4950

CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
758, a bill to establish legal standards
and procedures for the fair, prompt, in-
expensive, and efficient resolution of
personal injury claims arising out of
asbestos exposure, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 841

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 841, a bill to amend title
XVIIlI of the Social Security Act to
provide for coverage of outpatient pre-
scription drugs under the medicare pro-
gram.

S. 863

At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
863, a bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide for med-
icaid coverage of all certified nurse

practitioners and clinical nurse spe-
cialists.
S. 866
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the

name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 866, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to revise
existing regulations concerning the
conditions of participation for hos-
pitals and ambulatory surgical centers
under the medicare program relating
to certified registered nurse anes-
thetists’ services to make the regula-
tions consistent with State supervision
requirements.
S. 894

At the request of Mr. CLELAND, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
894, a bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for the estab-
lishment of a program under which
long-term care insurance is made
available to Federal employees and an-
nuitants, and for other purposes.

S. 980

At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 980, a bill to promote access to
health care services in rural areas.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 31—CELEBRATING THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GENEVA
CONVENTIONS OF 1949 AND REC-
OGNIZING THE HUMANITARIAN
SAFEGUARDS THESE TREATIES
PROVIDE IN TIMES OF ARMED
CONFLICT

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself and Mr.
SMITH of Oregon) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. COoN. REs. 31

Whereas the Geneva Conventions of 1949
set basic humane standards of behavior dur-
ing armed conflict, and are the major writ-
ten source of international humanitarian
law;

Whereas these Conventions prescribe hu-
mane treatment for civilian populations,
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wounded, sick and shipwrecked military per-
sonnel, and prisoners of war during armed
conflict;

Whereas these Conventions recognize the
International Committee of the Red Cross as
an independent and neutral organization
whose humanitarian mission is to protect
and assist civilians, prisoners of war, and
other victims of armed conflict;

Whereas ‘“‘the red cross in a field of white”’
is not an ordinary organizational symbol,
but one to which the international commu-
nity has granted the ability to impose re-
straint during war and to protect human life;

Whereas the American Red Cross and its
sister national societies are members of a
world-wide organization rooted in the provi-
sions of international humanitarian law and
dedicated to the promulgation of its prin-
ciples, among which are the Geneva Conven-
tions of 1949;

Whereas the international programs of the
American Red Cross bring relief from nat-
ural and manmade disasters abroad, con-
tribute to the development of nonprofit re-
lief organizations abroad, and include the
teaching of international humanitarian law
throughout the United States;

Whereas many domestic programs of the
Red Cross in health and safety, disaster,
blood, youth, and service to the members of
the Armed Forces of the United States grew
out of a response to armed conflict;

Whereas, thanks to the efforts of Clara
Barton and Frederick Douglass, the United
States ratified in 1882 the first convention
for the amelioration of the condition of
wounded and sick members of the armed
forces in the field;

Whereas in 1955 the United States ratified
the Geneva Conventions of 1949; and

Whereas the Geneva Conventions of 1949
are among the most universally ratified
treaties in the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

The Congress—

(1) recognizes the historic and humani-
tarian significance of the Geneva Conven-
tions of 1949, and celebrates the 50th anniver-
sary of the signing of these treaties;

(2) exhorts combatants everywhere to re-
spect the red cross emblem in order to pro-
tect innocent and vulnerable populations on
every side of conflicts;

(3) commends the International Committee
of the Red Cross and the more than 175 na-
tional Red Cross and Red Crescent societies,
including the American Red Cross, on their
continuing work in providing relief and as-
sistance to the victims of war as prescribed
by these Conventions;

(4) applauds the Promise of Humanity
gathering organized by the American Red
Cross in 1999 in Washington, D.C., as an im-
portant reminder of our responsibilities to
educate future generations about the prin-
ciples of international humanitarian law;

(5) commends the efforts of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross and the
more than 175 national Red Cross and Red
Crescent societies, including the American
Red Cross, for their work in educating the
world’s citizens about the humanitarian
principles of international humanitarian law
as embodied in the Geneva Conventions of
1949;

(6) invites the American Red Cross during
this anniversary year to assist Congress in
educating its Members and staff about the
Geneva Conventions of 1949;

(7) supports the anniversary theme of the
International Committee of the Red Cross
that ‘“Even War Has Limits’’; and

(8) calls upon the President to issue a proc-
lamation recognizing the anniversary of the
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Geneva Conventions of 1949 and recognizing
the Conventions themselves as critically im-
portant instruments for protecting human
dignity in times of armed conflict and lim-
iting the savagery of war.

SEC. 2. GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949 DEFINED.

In this concurrent resolution, the term
““Geneva Conventions of 1949”" means the fol-
lowing conventions, done at Geneva in 1949:

(1) Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed
Forces in the Field (6 UST 3114).

(2) Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of Wounded, Sick and Ship-
wrecked Members of the Armed Forces at
Sea (6 UST 3217).

(3) Convention Relative to the Treatment
of Prisoners of War (6 UST 3316).

(4) Convention Relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War (6 UST
3516).

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be joined today by Senator
GORDON SMITH as | submit a concurrent
resolution to commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of the Geneva Conventions
of 1949. Fifty years ago the United
States joined 187 nations in estab-
lishing in international law the four
articles of the modern Geneva Conven-
tion. These articles are the pillars of
international law regarding the treat-
ment of uniformed sick and wounded,
prisoners of war, and civilians in times
of armed conflict. Their existence
serves to constantly remind us of our
responsibility to treat all victims of
war with the dignity each of us de-
serves.

These Conventions recognize the
International Committee of the Red
Cross as an independent and neutral or-
ganization whose humanitarian mis-
sion is to protest and assist the victims
of armed conflict. The International
Red Cross is supported, in turn, by na-
tional societies such as the American
Red Cross and the many other Red
Cross and Red Crescent national agen-
cies. Through the years, these organi-
zations have worked tirelessly to bring
relief to the suffering around the world
whether due to natural disaster or
human conflict. Their dedication and
compassion have touched the lives of
millions of people in all countries and
are today at work in the Balkans, Afri-
ca, South America, and, tragically, in
our own state of Oklahoma in response
to the recent massive tornado.

I ask your support for this resolution
that commemorates mankind’s first
major step to codify into international
law the respect and dignity that we
must foster for each other. The four ar-
ticles of the Geneva Convention and
the formation of the organizations fly-
ing the Red Cross and Red Crescent
stand as milestones in humanity’s
progress towards a more civilized
world. With this resolution we recog-
nize the historic and humanitarian sig-
nificance of the Conventions and com-
mend the Red Cross and Red Crescent
agencies worldwide for their unflagging
efforts to protect the principles of
international humanitarian law.
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