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BUSINESS MEAL DEDUCTION

LEGISLATION

HON. MAC COLLINS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 1999

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce legislation which provides much
needed tax relief to working Americans who
travel extensively for a living and are subject
to the hours of service limitations of the De-
partment of Transportation. The Taxpayer Re-
lief Act of 1997 included a provision which
phased in over ten years an increase in the
deductibility of business meal expenses from
50 percent to 80 percent for these individuals.
However, that phase in is simply too long. My
legislation is very straightforward. It will accel-
erate the timetable and make the 80 percent
deduction effective for tax years beginning
after December 31, 1999. Like current law, the
acceleration is applicable to individuals subject
to Department of Transportation hours of serv-
ice limitations.

This measure is important because the Fed-
eral government requires thousands of work-
ers to spend many nights away from home. As
a result, these individuals spend funds on
meals that would otherwise not be expended.
These expenses are not made on elaborate,
expensive business meals. These purchases
are more typically made at roadside facilities
when travelers must stop for the night in order
to comply with Federal regulations. However,
the consistency of these required purchases
ensure even frugal meal purchases add up to
significant amounts annually.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my colleagues
to join me in the effort to provide a modest tax
reduction for the working men and women of
this country who travel the highways for a liv-
ing.
f

COMMENDING THE GARY, INDIANA
NAACP

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 1999

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to commend the members of the
Gary, Indiana, branch of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). On Friday, May 21, 1999, the Gary
NAACP will hold its 36th Annual Life Member-
ship Banquet and Scholarship Dinner at the
St. Timothy Community Church in Gary, Indi-
ana.

This annual event is a major fundraiser for
the Gary branch of the NAACP. The funds
generated through this activity, and others like
it, go directly to the organization’s needed pro-
grams and advocacy efforts. In addition, the
dinner serves to update and keep the commu-
nity aware of the activities, accomplishments,
and accolades of the local and national chap-
ters of the NAACP on an annual basis.

The featured speaker at this gala event will
be South Carolina’s Congressman James E.
Clyburn. Representative Clyburn represents
the 6th Congressional District of South Caro-
lina and was first elected to Congress in No-
vember of 1992. He currently serves as the

Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus
and is a Life Member of the NAACP.

This year the Gary NAACP will honor five
outstanding leaders for their efforts to further
equality in society. Joining more than five hun-
dred outstanding civil, community, and reli-
gious leaders of the region, the following dis-
tinguished individuals will be inducted as life
members of the Gary NAACP: Louise Lee,
Foster Stephens, and Father Pat Gaza of
Gary, Indiana; James Sudlek of Hammond, In-
diana; and Joyce Washington of Calumet City,
Illinois.

The Gary NAACP was organized in 1915 by
a group of residents that felt there was a need
for an organization that would monitor and de-
fend the rights of African-Americans in North-
west Indiana. The national organization, of
which the Gary branch is a member, focuses
on providing better and more positive ways of
addressing the important issues facing minori-
ties in social and job-related settings. Like the
national organization, the Gary branch of the
NAACP serves its community by combating in-
justice, discrimination, and unfair treatment in
our society.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to Louise Lee, Foster Stephens, James
Sudlek, Father Pat Gaza, and Joyce Wash-
ington, as well as the other members of the
Gary NAACP for the efforts, activities, and
leadership that these outstanding men and
women have utilized to improve the quality of
life for all residents of Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE STALKING
PREVENTION AND VICTIM PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 1999

HON. SUE W. KELLY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 1999

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today for
the purpose of introducing the Stalking Pre-
vention and Victim Protection Act of 1999.
This legislation addresses a problem of in-
creasing prevalence in our nation. While stalk-
ing is perhaps most popularly regarded as a
crime only to be dealt with by celebrities with
bodyguards and fortress-like estates, this is
simply not the case. According to statistics re-
leased by the Justice Department, over
1,000,000 women and 370,000 men are vic-
timized by stalkers every year. These esti-
mates greatly exceed previous estimates, and
clearly indicate a need for legislative redress.
For this reason, I am reintroducing legislation
that will provide greater protection to stalking
victims.

This legislation builds on an important anti-
stalking law enacted in 1996. The Interstate
Stalking Punishment and Prevention Act,
which was introduced by my colleague Con-
gressman Royce, marked a significant stride
in the effort to stop and prevent stalking, as it
established for the first time federal penalties
for interstate stalking. My bill seeks to en-
hance the ability of law enforcement to arrest
and prosecute stalkers by broadening the defi-
nition of stalking to include interstate commu-
nications such as mail and e-mail. Further-
more, by criminalizing ‘‘threatening behavior’’
as opposed to ‘‘the demonstration of specific

threats,’’ this bill closes a loophole commonly
used by accused stalkers to avoid conviction.
The bill also include bail restrictions and en-
hanced sentencing provisions for repeat-of-
fenders, along with the requirement that a
mandatory protection order be issued for the
victim.

I’ve seen first-hand the horrible effects
wrought on the lives of innocent people by
stalkers. I’ve met people who face each day
with an overwhelming fear for their safety,
people whose spirits have been worn down by
a undaunted menace. Congress must do more
to protect these people, and I see this legisla-
tion as an important step in that direction. I
certainly hope that my colleagues will agree
with me.
f

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 1835,
NORTH KOREA THREAT REDUC-
TION ACT OF 1999

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 1999
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to

announce the introduction of the North Korea
Threat Reduction Act of 1999, H.R. 1835. I am
joined in introducing this legislation by a very
distinguished bipartisan list of cosponsors, in-
cluding Congressmen SHERROD BROWN and
MARK SANFORD of our Committee on Inter-
national Relations, CHRIS COX, chairman of
our House Republican Policy Committee,
JOHN KASICH, chairman of our Committee on
the Budget, JOE KNOLLENBERG of our Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and DAVID MCINTOSH
of our Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

This legislation seeks to improve U.S. policy
toward North Korea by weaving together the
various elements of our policy into a com-
prehensive whole, and redirecting our policy in
ways that will better advance our national in-
terest.

It has long been obvious that U.S. policy to-
ward North Korea is in need of an overhaul.
That is why the Administration agreed last
year to appoint a Special Policy Coordinator
for North Korea, Dr. William Perry, to review
the policy and make recommendations for re-
structuring it.

The legislation that we are introducing today
is designed to complement and reinforce Dr.
Perry’s efforts to rationalize U.S. policy toward
North Korea. Our new policy must be: com-
prehensive; integrated and coordinated with
our Japanese and South Korean allies;
backed by strengthened conventional military
deterrence and theater missile defense; en-
gender a willingness to undertake tough
measures in the name of national security;
and be founded on a step-by-step program of
conditional reciprocity.

There remains a great deal of skepticism in
the Congress about the 1994 Agreed Frame-
work between the United States and North
Korea, under which North Korea has become
the largest recipient of U.S. foreign assistance
in East Asia. The underground facility at
Kumchang-ri may indicate that North Korea
continues to pursue a nuclear weapons pro-
gram notwithstanding the Agreed Framework.
Other press reports suggest that North Korea
may be building a parallel, uranium-based nu-
clear program.
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