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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CARSON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, I missed rollcall votes number
147 and 148 on Monday, May 24, 1999, be-
cause I was attending a funeral of a
dear friend.

Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’ on both of these votes.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1905, LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000

Mr. DREIER (during special order of
Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin), from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 106–165) on the
resolution (H. Res. 190) providing for
the consideration of the bill (H.R. 1905)
making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2000, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

f

DAIRY PRICING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I am here tonight to talk about an
important issue of fairness, fairness to
farmers, fairness to consumers, and
fairness to taxpayers. I know that
‘‘fairness’’ is an overused term. But
quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, it has
never been more important or more
true than it is on the issue that I want
to talk about tonight, and that is the
issue of dairy pricing.

For the last six decades, we have had
a Government mandated system of
dairy price supports. It began in the
late 1930s because dairy producers had
a difficult time getting their goods to
consumers in a timely way. They had a
difficult time because of technology in
meeting consumption needs. We did
not, quite frankly, have effective infra-
structure or enough technology to
transport our surplus to States that
had deficit in production.

Those days are over, however. We
have the refrigeration, we have the in-
frastructure to transport dairy prod-
ucts from States like Wisconsin any-
where in America overnight. As a re-
sult, the outdated dairy price system,
the Federal order system, no longer
makes sense.

Wisconsin dairy farmers and Wis-
consin communities are being ravaged,
they are being destroyed by the cur-

rent Federal order system. In the last 8
years, Wisconsin has lost over 10,000
dairy farms. Wisconsin has lost 2,000
dairy farms in each of the last 2 years.
We have lost more dairy farms in the
last 8 years than most States ever
have.

Now, I am here tonight to speak to
my colleagues, quite frankly, not on
behalf of dairy farmers. Dairy farmers
are not looking for our sympathy.
They are a tough bunch. This is a
tough life-style. They know that. They
have been fighting uphill all of their
lives. They are not looking for sym-
pathy. They are looking for fairness.

More importantly, quite frankly, I
would think to the Members of this
body is the fact that this unfair system
not only hurts our dairy farmers, my
family farmers in Wisconsin, of which
there are 22,000 remaining, but it is
also unfair to consumers.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to real-
ize, it is important to know that the
outdated Federal order system artifi-
cially inflates the price of milk. And as
more farmers go out of business, and as
I just said, we are losing farmers each
and every year, the more farmers who
go out of business, the higher that
price will be.

The Citizens Against Government
Waste, Americans for Tax Reform, a
number of taxpayer groups, groups
that do not necessarily have a natural
stake in the fight over a dairy policy,
they have reached an interesting con-
clusion. After looking at the Federal
order system, they have concluded that
the Federal order system that we have
had in this country for six decades is
little more than a tax on milk. It is a
milk tax that consumers are paying all
across this land. It is a milk tax to the
tune of about $1 billion each and every
year.

Now, the reason I come forward
today is because of a battle that I be-
lieve is going to be on this floor tomor-
row and, quite frankly and unfortu-
nately, probably on this floor for weeks
and months to come.

Some weeks ago, Secretary Dan
Glickman proposed a final order on the
Federal order system for dairies. And
in that Federal order, Secretary Glick-
man proposed a very minor change to
the Federal order system, a very
minor, modest change. And it is true,
it will benefit Wisconsin farmers, dairy
farmers, but again in a very modest
way.
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Now, it may be ironic to some of you
that I come here today to support a
proposal from a Democrat administra-
tion. But I come forward because this
issue of the Federal order system of the
milk tax is not about Republican
versus Democrat, it is not about con-
servative versus liberal. It is about
doing the right thing. And I come here
tonight to argue that we need to sup-
port Secretary Glickman’s plan. Mod-
est as it is, it is a step in the right di-
rection.

Now, the Federal order system for
dairy is one of the most complicated
systems that you can possibly imagine.
It is full of acronyms, it is full of ter-
minology that the average person can-
not understand, let alone a Member of
Congress who may serve on the Com-
mittee on Agriculture or who comes
from a dairy State. If you tried to ex-
plain to your constituents that this
system that we have in place creates a
price on milk based not upon produc-
tivity, based not upon quality, based
not upon efficiency, but instead based
merely on the distance that a producer
is from the city of Eau Claire, Wis-
consin, your constituents would not be-
lieve you. They would think that you
were making it up. The sad reality is
that that is the truth.

We have a dairy system in this Na-
tion for which government mandates
prices for fluid milk again based mere-
ly upon geography. That is wrong. It is
unfair to farmers, it is unfair to con-
sumers, it inflates the price of milk
and, quite frank,ly it is un-American
because it is contrary to our free enter-
prise system.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. GUTKNECHT). I
know that he shares many of the con-
cerns that I bring forward tonight.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. I would like to
thank the gentleman for yielding and
especially thank him for requesting
time for this special order tonight. I
suspect there are an awful lot of Amer-
icans who may tune us in and certainly
most of our colleagues who will be
watching in their offices or are still
here on the House floor who really do
not understand this whole milk mar-
keting order system. Frankly, having
studied it now for about 5 years, I hon-
estly cannot say that I completely un-
derstand it, either.

But I would correct the gentleman on
one fact, and that is, he said it is
priced purely on how far you are from
Eau Claire, Wisconsin. That is par-
tially right. It is the only commodity I
think in the United States, maybe in
the world, that is priced not only based
on where it comes from, it is also
priced on what it will go into. Milk
that goes into cheese is of lower value
than milk that goes into a bottling
plant and is sold for fluid milk for
drinking.

There are actually four classes of
milk. Class one is milk that goes into
liquid dairy products that are drink-
able. Class two are spoonable; that
would be things like yogurt. Class
three is cheese, and class four is dry
powdered milk. So we have four class-
es, and it is all priced based upon where
it comes from. And the farther you are
from Eau Claire, Wisconsin, the more
the dairy farmer gets for their milk.
The closer you are to Eau Claire, Wis-
consin, the less you get.

And then if you are at an area that
has cheese plants and most of the milk
goes into cheese, you get a lower price
still.
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