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12 percent. Mr. Speaker, these are
frightening numbers.

The conflict in Kosovo has revealed
to the world the questionable readiness
state of the United States military.
Readiness of our military equipment
goes beyond the state of hardware and
encompasses the quality of life of our
soldiers.

Mr. Speaker, the United States mili-
tary has been operationally deployed 30
times in the last 8 years. To retain our
skilled military personnel, operation
tempos must be reduced and readiness
accounts must be increased.

H.R. 1401, the Fiscal Year 2000 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, adds
much-needed funds to vital military
readiness, personnel, procurement, con-
struction and research accounts. I urge
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R.
1401.
f

THE WAR IN KOSOVO

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the Los
Angeles Times headline points out that
the United States or NATO is pre-
paring to send 50,000 troops to Kosovo,
to the Kosovo border. They call them
peacekeepers. Sure. And the White
House says we are not at war.

Mr. Speaker, 50,000 heavily armed
troops to the Kosovo border. The Ram-
bouillet Peace Agreement called for
28,000 troops, but we are sending 50,000
armed troops to the Kosovo border.
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The air strikes have not worked.
Twenty thousand sorties, and the
White House says we are not at war.
There has been no resistance from the
air, but Milosevic’s troops are pre-
paring for a ground war. There has
been no progress in peace talks because
the U.S. is not letting the Russians
help, and there is no real effort to find
an agreement. There is an insistence
on total NATO occupation of the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia.

America, we are headed towards a
ground war in Kosovo. Congress voted
against declaring war, and we are at
war. Congress voted against an air war,
and we are at war. We have an air war.
Congress voted against a ground war,
and we are headed towards a ground
war.

This war violates the U.S. Constitu-
tion, a violation of the War Powers
Act. We need to respect the Constitu-
tion. Pursue peace, not war. Pursue
peace through negotiation and medi-
ation. Do not escalate this war.
f

PRICE-SETTING PRACTICES ON
MILK CONSTITUTE INTERNAL
TRADE BARRIERS

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I
want to engage in a little visualization
quiz with my colleagues this morning.
If all the Members would just close
their eyes, relax, and think.

Think of all the things that our Fed-
eral Government artificially sets prices
on based on their distance from a spe-
cific geographic location. Think hard.
There is only one correct answer.

Here is a hint: It is the only product
where we allow States to set up artifi-
cial trade barriers. Here is another
hint: It gives you a white mustache,
and it is actually good for you. That is
right, milk, only milk.

Here is another interesting factoid.
At the very time when we are trying to
break down trade barriers around the
world, some Members are actually try-
ing to construct trade barriers here in
the United States when it comes to
milk.
f

INTRODUCING THE NAFTA IMPACT
RELIEF ACT

(Mr. SHOWS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, today I am
introducing the NAFTA Impact Relief
Act. Since NAFTA was introduced in
1994, factories across the country and
in my district, Centreville, Prentiss,
Collins and Magee, have shut down and
lost thousands of jobs, exploiting cheap
foreign labor.

The NAFTA job retraining program
is sorely underfunded and really not
very complete. It misses the point.
When people in the rural area lose a
factory, there is not a job to be re-
trained for. They need actual jobs.

The NAFTA Impact Relief Act cre-
ates new jobs by authorizing the Sec-
retary of Commerce to designate
NAFTA-impacted communities similar
to enterprise zones. Businesses would
receive tax incentives to locate and
hire workers in these communities.

The NAFTA Impact Relief Act is a
win-win for business and labor, and
needs to become law. I urge my col-
leagues to get behind the bill, because
there are many, many unemployed
Americans in this country because of
NAFTA. Please help us.
f

THE ADMINISTRATION HAS
FAILED IN PROTECTING AMER-
ICA’S NUCLEAR WEAPONS SE-
CRETS

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, in 1995
the person in charge of counterintel-
ligence at the Department of Energy
discovered some devastating informa-
tion. It appeared that the Communist
Chinese had obtained our most impor-
tant nuclear secrets.

The most advanced nuclear weapon
in our arsenal, the W–88, had somehow

been given to the Communist Chinese.
It was so horrific he could hardly be-
lieve his ears; the worst possible case,
the ultimate national security dis-
aster.

Communist China was the same
country that was selling weapons of
mass destruction technology to Iran
and other rogue regimes, the same
country that imprisoned citizens for
their political beliefs, the same coun-
try that massacred a thousand in
Tiananmen Square for believing in
freedom.

That Energy Department official
then sounded the alarm, but no one lis-
tened. The Justice Department unbe-
lievably turned down the FBI’s request
twice to wiretap the scientist sus-
pected of giving away the most impor-
tant secret the United States owned,
and political appointees at the White
House downplayed the disaster. This
administration has utterly failed us.
f

CALLING FOR SENSIBLE GUN
SAFETY LEGISLATION THIS WEEK

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
morning to support sensible gun safety
legislation to protect our young people.
We have a lot of problems in this coun-
try and espionage is one of them, but
the most pressing problem we have
today is gun violence. We need to pass
sensible gun safety legislation now.

First, we need to pass child safety
locks, so that babies and young people
cannot get ready access to guns and
have accidents of tragic consequences.

Second, we need background checks
at pawn shops and at gun shows, so
thugs cannot buy guns off the market
and then sell them in our communities
to our young people.

Third, we need to ban these high-ca-
pacity ammunition clips that are im-
ported into our country. This is not the
movie Matrix. We are not having gun-
fights with drug lords on the streets.
The average citizen has a right to have
a gun, and I believe that, but we in
Congress have a responsibility to enact
sensible gun control.

The second point I want to make this
morning is we need to do it now. This
is not rocket science. We need to move
on gun control legislation this week,
before we go home.
f

THE BEST SECURITY IS A BRIGHT
LIGHT

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, my par-
ents told me that the best security is a
bright light. Americans want to know
if the Chinese nuclear arsenal was built
on the genius of American scientists
and on the backs of the American tax-
payers.
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