
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6082 May 26, 1999 
shaped America’s understanding of itself. Be-
cause of the antisemitism of American uni-
versities at the time, most of them couldn’t 
get teaching jobs at first. But today, their 
names are legendary: Irving Kristol, Irving 
Howe, Nathan Glazer, Norman Podhoretz and 
Bell. 

What’s especially admirable about Bell is 
how little he’s changed over the years. Many 
of the New York intellectuals began as rad-
ical socialists and ended up as neo-conserv-
atives—a long journey, indeed. But Bell 
holds roughly the same views he did when he 
was 15. 

‘‘I’m a socialist in economics, a liberal in 
politics and a conservative in culture.’’ he 
said. He thinks it’s a mistake to force these 
different areas of thought onto a single tem-
plate. That ways lies dogmatism. 

Another of Bell’s virtues is that he doesn’t 
go looking for fights. He explains that as a 
matter of life history. His father died in the 
influenza epidemic of 1920, when Bell was 
just eight months old. His mother had to 
work in a garment factory—leaving him in 
an orphanage part of the time. Bell wanted 
to hold onto his friends, he says. 

Religion has been an anchor in Bell’s life, 
too. Indeed, he said he began to doubt the 
Marxist view of history when he considered 
the durability of the world’s great religions. 
He concluded that there were certain funda-
mental, existential questions—about the 
meaning of life and death—that were uni-
versal and unchanging, for which the great 
religions had provided enduring answers. 

The most endearing aspect of Bell’s person-
ality is his sense of humor. Big thinkers are 
not always nimble and light-hearted, but 
Bell can’t go five minutes without telling a 
joke—usually some sort of Jewish folk tale. 
Ask why he left an early job at Fortune to go 
teach at Columbia, and he recalls telling his 
boss, Henry Luce, that there were four rea-
sons: ‘‘June, July, August and September.’’ 

Recounting his family history, Bell re-
members a grandmother’s remark when told 
at the end of World War I that because of a 
border change, the family now lived in Po-
land, rather than Russia. ‘‘Thank God! I was 
getting so tired of those Russian winters!’’ 

Bell was my teacher and friend nearly 30 
years ago at Harvard. In those days, he 
taught a seminar on the history of avant- 
garde movements. One of the assignments 
was to think up a name for a polemical 
avant-garde journal. 

So I ask Bell to take his own test. what 
name would he give a journal if he was to 
start one today? He replies instantly: 
‘‘THINK.’’ 

As much as anyone in American life, he 
can lay claim to that one.∑ 
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NATIONAL DRUG COURT WEEK 

∑ Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, as I 
did around this time last year, I want 
to recognize National Drug Court Week 
which is taking place next week. Since 
the Senate will be in recess at that 
time, I take this opportunity today to 
applaud our nation’s drug courts and 
the people who have made them the 
successes they are today. 

Next week, the National Association 
of Drug Court Professionals will spon-
sor a training conference, suitably ti-
tled ‘‘Celebrating Ten Years of Drug 
Courts: Honoring the Past, Looking to 
the Future,’’ which will be held in 
Miami Beach, Florida. This year ap-
proximately 3,000 professionals from 
across the country, including judges, 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, law en-

forcement officers, corrections per-
sonnel, rehabilitation and treatment 
providers, educators, researchers and 
community leaders will be attending 
the conference. These Drug Court pro-
fessionals’ dedication has had a signifi-
cant positive impact on the commu-
nities they serve. 

The two and a half day conference 
will coincide with National Drug Court 
Week, June 1st though 7th, 1999. All 
across America, state and local govern-
ments have been recognizing drug 
courts and their dedicated profes-
sionals with resolutions, ceremonies 
and celebrations. 

The Drug Court growth rate has been 
accelerating over the past several 
years. While the first Drug Court was 
established in 1989, there are currently 
over 600 Drug Courts that are either op-
erating or being established. This surge 
in growth is a product of success. 

Drug Courts are revolutionizing the 
criminal justice system. The strategy 
behind Drug Courts departs from tradi-
tional criminal justice practice by 
placing non-violent drug abusing of-
fenders into intensive court supervised 
drug treatment programs instead of 
prison. Some Drug Courts target first 
time offenders, while others con-
centrate on habitual offenders. They 
all aim to reduce drug abuse and crime 
by employing a number of tools includ-
ing comprehensive judicial monitoring, 
drug testing and supervision, treat-
ment and rehabilitative services, and 
sanctions and incentives for drug of-
fenders. 

Statistics show us that Drug Courts 
work. It has been well documented that 
both drug use and associated criminal 
behavior are substantially reduced 
among those offenders participating in 
the Drug Courts. More than 70 percent 
of drug court clients have successfully 
completed the program or remain as 
active participants. 

Drug Courts are also clearly cost-ef-
fective and help convert many drug- 
using offenders into productive mem-
bers of society. Traditional incarcer-
ation has yielded few gains for our drug 
offenders. The costs are too high and 
the rehabilitation rate is minimal. Our 
Drug Courts are proving to be an effec-
tive alternative to traditional rehabili-
tation methods and are make strides 
forward in our fight against both drugs 
and crime. 

In 1997, General McCaffrey and I had 
the opportunity to visit the Denver 
Drug Court. Through this experience I 
was able to meet with Denver’s Drug 
Court professionals and observe their 
judicial procedures and other program 
activities first hand. I was impressed 
with the Denver Drug Court profes-
sionals and procedures, and believe 
they will yield many successes. 

Today, as the chairman of the Treas-
ury and General Government Appro-
priations Subcommittee, which funds 
the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, I feel it is fitting to recognize 
on the floor of the U.S. Senate the im-
portant contributions our nation’s 

Drug Court professionals are making 
toward reducing drug use and crime in 
our communities in time for National 
Drug Court Week. 

Thank you Mr. President.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO TIOGUE SCHOOL: 1999 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the achievement of 
Tiogue School of Coventry, Rhode Is-
land, which was recently honored as a 
U.S. Department of Education Blue 
Ribbon School. This is the second time 
in 3 years that a school from Coventry 
has earned this honor. 

It is a highly regarded distinction to 
be named a Blue Ribbon School. 
Through an intensive selection process 
beginning at the state level and con-
tinuing through a federal Review Panel 
of 100 top educators, 266 of the very 
best public and private schools in the 
Nation were identified as deserving of 
this special recognition. These schools 
are particularly effective in meeting 
local, state, and national goals. How-
ever, this honor signifies not just who 
is best, but what works in educating 
today’s children. 

Now, more than ever, it is important 
that we make every effort to reach out 
to students, that we truly engage and 
challenge them, and that we make 
their education come alive. That is 
what Tiogue School is doing. Tiogue is 
a kindergarten through sixth grade 
school, which proudly says that it is a 
school ‘‘where everybody is somebody’’ 
and where children come first. These 
are more than just catch-phrases for 
Tiogue, which seeks to reach out to 
every student in the community and 
engages teachers, parents, and business 
and community leaders in the impor-
tant job of education. 

Teams of teachers work to develop 
appropriate but rigorous standards for 
all students. The results are impres-
sive. Tiogue students have exceeded 
the norms on state assessments in each 
of the past five years. But Tiogue’s 
teachers also work to develop a cur-
riculum that extends far beyond what 
the assessments measure. Each year, 
the school focuses on a particular 
issue, subject, or theme. As a preface 
to the Summer Olympics, students 
studied world cultures with a focus on 
the diverse background of the student 
population. During another year, stu-
dents studied the arts and worked to 
develop their skills as artists, writers, 
musicians, and dancers. This year, 
Tiogue is taking their education to an-
other level with an exploration of outer 
space. 

Mr. President, Tiogue School is dedi-
cated to the highest standards. It is a 
school committed to a process of con-
tinuous improvement with a focus on 
high student achievement. Most impor-
tantly, Tiogue recognizes the value of 
the larger community and seeks its 
support and involvement. This school 
and community are making a huge dif-
ference in the lives of its students. 
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